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CHAPTER I. 
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But moody and dull melaoclioly, 
Kimman to g^m and comiiMlIeM deipair, 
And at her heels a huge iafectious troop 
Of pale distemperatures and foes to life ? 

Comedy of Error 9 

As some vindication of the ease with which Bucklaw 
(who otherwise, as he termed himself, was really a very 
good-humoured fellow,) resigned his judgment to the 
management of Lady Ashton, while paying his addresses 
to her daughter, the reader must call to mind the strict 
domestic discipline, which, at this period, was ^cercised 
over the females of a Scottish family. 

The manners of the country in this, as in many other 
respects, coincided with those of France before the rev- 
olution. Young women of the higher ranks seldom 
mingled in society until afker marriage, and, hoth in law 
and (act, were held to be under the strict tutelage of their 
parents, who were too apt to enforce the views for their 
settlement in life, without paying any regard to the incli- 
nation of the parties chiefly interested. On such occa- 
nons, the suitor expected little more from his bride thaii^ 
a silent acquiescence in the will of her parents ;^ and as 
few <^portUEtttie8 of aequaintanee, far leas of intimaoyy 
goeorred, he naade his choice by the outeide, as the kir*. 



4 TALES 07 MY XAKOLORD. 

ers in the Merchant of Venice select the casket, content 
ed to trust to chance the issue of the lottery, in which he 
had hazarded a venture. 

It was not therefore surprising, such being the general 
manners of the age, that Mr. Hayston of Bucklaw, whom 
dissipated habits' had detached in some degree from the 
best society, should not attend particularly to those feelings 
in his elected bride, to which many men of more senti- 
ment, espeii^^c^t li(id refl<^ti6n, w6iikf| id a^ probitbility, 
have been equally indifferent. He knew what all account- 
ed the principal point, that her parents and friends, name- 
ly, Tfere decidedly in his favour, and that there existed 
roost powerful reasons for their predilection. 

In truth, the conduct pf die Mtrqpis^f A , since Ra- 

venswood's departure, had been such as almost to bar the 
possibility of his kinsinan's union with Luey Asbton. The 
Marquis was Ravenswood's sincere, btit mi^tidging friend; 
or rather, like many friends and patrons, he consuhed what 
he considered to be his relation's true Interest, although he 
knew that in doing so he run counter to his inclinations. 

The Marquis drove on, therefore, with the plenitude of 
mkiisterial authority, an appeal to the British House of Peers 
against thoae judgmems of the courts of law, by wtttch Sir 
William beeaiDe possessed of Ravenswood's hereditary 
property. As this eoeasuare, enforced with all the author- 
ity of pow^r, wafi new in Scottish judicial proceedings, 
though BOW 80 fre(|ueDtly resorted to, it was exckimed 
against by the lawyers on the opposite side of politicsyaa 
as idterfereeoe with the civil judicature of tl»e comriry, 
ei}»ial]y new» aibitrAry^ and tyranDical. - And if it thus 
affected ev0& strf^ngers cosn^oted with them only by pa* 
litioal party, it may be ginesaedl whal the Asbton family 
themselves said apd tbotigbt mder so gicoss a dispensa* 
tion. Sir WiUiamt ^tiU iikwe worldly nniadttd th«n he wagi 
timidy wa^ reduced to dei^fwir by the loss by vfhkii be 
wat» threatened. Hia sou's haughtier sf^irit was; exalted 
iBtfi! raf^ at die i4^% of being de|Niive<l of tubt expeeied 
putrknony. But to Led jT AiImoii'b yet moro vilkdietive tdhar 
p«r^ the flotidatttbf RainHMmiudi off Mher ^hm fi$»m$ 
ajip^arM .to hb nn- oAfancd oballengbig the dcfejl^ wmI. 



mom, immortal nffHmf»4 Even tbe qdct and ooofidbg 
temper of Lacf beredf) swayed by the opioioos ezpreae^ 
ed by all arooDd ber, oottld not but coBsider tbe condud 
<^f RaVenswood as precipitate, and even unkind. '< It 
was my father/* she repeated with a sigh, ** who weU 
eomed bira to this place, and encouraged, or ai least 
allowed, the intimacy between us. Should be not hare 
remembered this, and requited it with at least son^e mod* 
^rate degree of procrastination in the assertioo of his 
own alleged rights i I would ba?e forfeited for him dou« 
Ue the value of these lands, ^'hich be porsuea with aa 
ardour that shows he baa forgotten how much I am im«> 
plicated in tbe matter^'' 

Luey, however^ ooM only murmilr these tbines to 
herself, unwilling to increase the prejndides against her 
lover entertained by all around her, who exclaimed against 
riie steps pursued on bis account, as illegal, vexatious, 
and tyrannical, resembling the worst measures in the 
worst times of the worst SteWans, and a degradation of 
Scotland, tbe decisions of whoi^ learned judges were thai 
subjected to the review of a eoii#i, composed indeed of men 
of the highest rank, but who were not trained to the study 
c^ any rtMinicipal law, and might be supposed i^ieeially to 
hold in contempt that of Scotland « As a natural oonse4 
queoce of the alleged injustice meditated toitards ber fiith"» 
er, every means was resorted to, and every argument org- 
ed, to induce Miss Ashton to break off her enga^ment 
with Ravenswood, as being scandalous^ sbameful, and 
rinfttl, formed with the mortal enemy of lier family, and 
eakulated to add bitterness to the distress of her parents. 

Luoy^s spirit, however, was high ; and altfaotigh onaid*- 
ed and alone, she could have borne nHich«--*she could 
have endured tbe repioinga of ber fatber-«4ii8 morraura 
against what be called tbe tyranirieal usage of tbe ndng 
parcy-'^fs ceaseless charges of ingratitude against Rav* 
e<isitood--^is endless lectures em tbe various acieans by 
which contracts may be voided and anmilled— his quota* 
tioos from tbe civile tbe muotcqial, and the canon hm»^ 
•ad hie ]>reIeettooe npan tbe ptitria jMcaliw* 
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She m^ baYe borne «bo Jn patience, olr repelled witb 
soonii the bioer taunts and occasional violence of ber broth* 
er Colonel Douglas Ashton, and tbe impertinent and intru-i 
sive interference of other friends and relations. But it was 
beyond her power effectually to withstand or elude tbe 
constant and unceasing persecution of Lady A^bton, wbo, 
laying every other wish aside, bad bent tbe whole efforts 
of ber powerful mind to break ber daughter's contract 
with Ravenswood, and to place a perpetual bar between 
tbe lovers, by effecting Lucy's union witb Bucklaw. Far 
more deeply skilled than her husband in the recesses of 
the human heart, she was aware, that in this way she 
might strike a blow of deep and decisive vengeance upon 
one, whom she esteemed as ber mortal enemy ; nor did 
she hesitate at raising her arm, although she* knew that 
tbe wound must be dealt tbrough.the bosom of ber daugh- 
ter. With this stern and fixed purpose, she sounded 
every deep and shallow of her daiighter's soul, assumed 
ahernately every disguise ot manner which could serve 
ber object, and jprepared at leisure every species of dire 
machinery, by which tbe human mind can be wrenched 
from its settled determination* Some of these were of 
an obvious description, and require only to be cursorily . 
mentioned ; others were characteristic of the time, the 
country, and tbe persons engaged in this singular drama. 

It was of the last consequence, that all intercourse be- 
twixt the lovers should be stopped, and, by dint of gold 
and authority, Lady Ashton contrived to possess herself 
of such a complete command of all who were placed 
around her daughter, that, in fact, no leaguered fortress 
was ever more completely blockaded ; while, at the same 
time, to all outward appearance, Miss Ashton lay under 
no restriction. Tbe verge of her parents' domains. be- 
came, in respect to ber, like tbe viewless and enchanted 
line drawn around a fairy castle, where notliing uoper 
mitted can ^her enter from without, or escape from 
within. Thus every letter, in which Ravenswrood con- 
veyed to Lucy Ashton tbe indispensable .reasons which 
detained bimabioid, and more than one note which poor 
Lucy had addressed to biro through whul she thought a 
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secure channel, fell into the hands of her tnodwr. It 
could not be, but that the tenor of these intercepted let* 
ters. especially those of Ravenswood, should contain 
something to irritate the passions, and fortify the obstina* 
cy, of her into whose hands they fell ; bat Lady Ashton's 
passions were too deep-rooted to require this fresh food. 
She burnt the papers as regularly as she perused them ; 
and as they consumed into rapour and tinder, regarded 
them with a smile upon her compressed lips, and an ex- 
uhation in her steady eye, which showed her confidence 
that the hopes of the writers diould soon be rendered 
equally unsubstantial. 

It usually happens that fortune aids the nMchinations of 
those who are prompt to avail themselves of every chance 
that offers. A report was wafted from the continent, 
founded, like others of the same sort, upon many plausi- 
ble circumstances, but without any real basis, stating the 
Master of Ravenswood to be on the eve of marriage 
with a foreign lady of fortune and distinction* This was 
greedily caught up by both the political parties, who were 
at once struggling for power and for popular favour, and 
who seized, as ustial, upon the most private circumstances 
in the lives of each other's partisans to convert them into 
subjects of political discussion. 

The Marquis of A gave bis (pinion aloud and 

publicly, not indeed in the coarse terms ascribed to him 
by Captain Craigengelt, but in a manner sufficiently of- 
fensive to the Asbtons : — ** He thought the report," he 
said, '* highly probable, and heartily wished it might be 
true. Such a match was fitter and far more creditable 
for a spirited young fellow, than a marriage with the 
daughter of an old whig lawyer, whose chicaner}' had 
so nearly ruined his father." 

The other party, of course, laying out of view the 
opposition which the Master of Ravenswood received 
from Miss Ashton^s family, cried shame upon his fickle- 
ness and perfidy, as if be bad seduced the young lady 
into an engagement, and wilfully and causelessly aban- 
doned her for another. 
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S u fii tien t tmte wN ftkeo flint dik» report sbould Sod 
Its ^mj to Riiv0fi9irood Cuftle through ev^ry vsnriou^ 
ob«nne], L»djr Ashlon being ^ell aware, ibnt tb« v«ry 
reiteration of the same rumour from so fp^sy qoarterf^ 
eouM not but grre it t semUanoe of trut}i. By some it 
was told as a piece of ordinary news, by some coromuni^ 
cated aft aerions iotelligeDCie ; now it was whispered to 
Lucy Ashton's ear in the foa^ of malignant pleasantry^ 
and now transmitted to her a$ « matter of grave and 
aerions warnhig. 

Even the boy Hefiry ti^as fM^B the instrument of add-r 
ing to his sister's torments. One morning be rushed 
Into the room with b wiUow t>raneh in his hmd, wiiich 
he told her bftd ai^ved thlit insu^iH froni Germany for 
|ier vpeoial bearing. LiUcy^ %fi lye bfiv^ seen, was re« 
marieabiy fond of her yoitnger brfHber, vnd -H diat mov 
ment his wanton and tbonghtle&$ unkindness seemed more 
keenly injnricHis than even the 9ttfdied insnlts of her elder 
hnother. Her grief, however, had no shade of re$eDt«* 
meat ; the IbMed her arms ^hout the boy's neck, and 
Baying faintly, <^ Poor Henry ! you'Speak but what they 
tell yon," she burst into a flood of unrestrained tears* 
The boy was moved, notwithstanding the thoughtlessness 
of his age and character. *^ The d^vii take me," said 
he, ** Lticy, if I fetch you any more of these tormenting 
nmsages again ; for I like you better," s|iid \ie^ kissing 
eway the tears, '^ than the whole pack of them ; and 
you shaH have my grey pony to ride on, and you shall 
i^ant^r hin> if you like, ajr, and ride beyond the village 
too if yom have a mind." 

** Who told you," said Lucy» ** that I am not permit- 
feed to ride where I please ?" 

" That's a secret," said the boy ; ** but ypu will find 
y6u can never ride beyond the village but your horse will 
east ft shee, or fall l&me, or the castle bell will ring, or 
fiometbing will happen to bring you back. But if ) tell 
you more of these things, Douglas will not get me the 
pair of cokHn^ they have promised me, and so good-mor- 
row to you." 



This diilogue pUmgf d Locf in «cill deeper dejecdoO) 
«s it tended lo show ber pfarinly, whet sbe ind for sooie 
time 5oqpeoted, tfaat she was Ulde better than a prieoner 
et large in her firtber's houie. We bare deacribed her 
is the ootaet of our diery as of a romantic dispositioo, 
deKghtiBg in tales of iove and wonder, and readily iden«- 
tiding faeraelf with the siCoetion of those legendary he* 
HNoes, wiA whose adv-eatures, for want of better reading, 
iier memory bad beeome stocked. The fairy wand, wkh 
which in her soKtude^e had delighted to raise visions oi 
en^bofftment) became 4iow the rod of a maf^ciaQ, the 
bond ^la^^ of eiA) genii, serving only to inimke spectres 
at which the exorcist trembled. She felt herself the object 
of suspicion, of scorn, of dislike at least, if not of hatred, 
to her own family ; and it seemed to her that she was 
abandoned by the very person on whose account she was 
exposed to the enmity of aH around her. Indeed the 
evidence of Raven^wood's infidelity began to assume 
every day a more determined character. 

A soldier d( fortune of the name of Westenbo, an old 
familiar of Craigengelt*s, chanced to arrive from abroad 
about this time. The worthy Captain, though without 
any precise cooanunicatioD with Lady Asbton, always 
acted most regiriarly and sedulously in support of her 
plans, and easily prevailed upon his friend, by dint oi 
exaggeration of real circumstances, and coining of oth- 
ers, to give explicit testimony to the tmth of Ravens- 
wood's approaching marriage. 

Thus beset on all hands, aud in a manner reduced to 
despair^ Lucy's temper gave way under the pressure of 
constant aflSiction and persecution. She became gloomy 
and abstracted, and, contrary to her natural and ordinary 
habit of mind, sometimes turned with spirit and even 
fierceness on those by whom she was long and closely 
annoyed Her beahh also began to be shaken, and her 
hectic cheek and wandering eye gave symptoms of what 
is called a fever upon the spirits. In most mothers this 
would have moved compassion ; but Lady Ashton, com- 
pact and firm of purpose, saw these waverings of health 
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and intellect with no greatei^ sympHtby tb«i that With 
which the hostile engineer regards the towers of a her 
leaguered city as they reel under the discharge of hia 
artillery, or rather she considered these, starts and ine- 
qualities of temper as symptoms of Lucy^s expiring reso* 
lution } as the angler, by the throes and convulsive exerr 
tions of the 6sh which he has hooked, becomes aware 
that he soon will be able to land him. To accelerate the 
catastrophe in the present case, Lady Ashton had re* 
eourse to an expedient very consistent with the temper 
and creduMty of those times, but which the reader wUl 
probably pronounce truly detestable and diabolicaL 



CHAPTER n. 



'' In which a witch did dwell, in loathly w«edf , 
And wilful want, all careless of her needs t 
So choosing solitary to abide, 
Far from all neighbours, that her devilish deedf 
And hellish arts from people she might hide, 
And hurt fer off, unkoewa, whene'er ihe envied.'' , 

jFWry 

The health of Lucy Ashton soon required the assist- 
ance of a person more skilful in the office of a sick nurse 
than the female domestics of the family. Ailsie Gour- 
lay, sometimes called the Wise Woman of Bowden, was 
the person whom, for her own strong reasons, Lady Ash- 
ton selected as an attendant upon her daughter. 

This woman had acquired a considerable reputation 
among the ignorant by the pretended cures which she 
performed, especially in ou'comes^ as the Scotch call 
them, or mysterious diseases which baffle the regular 
physician. Her pharmacopeia consisted partly of herbs 
selected in planetary hours, partly of words, signs, and 
charms, which sometimes, perhaps, produced a favpur- 
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Me iDAoenee upon the imagmatkm of ber patiioK 
Such was the arowed professioo of Lucky Gourlay, wbich, 
as may well be supposed, was looked upon with a suspi* 
eious eye, not only by ber neighbours, but even by the 
elergy of the distriot. In private, however, she traded 
more deeply in the occult "toiences ; for, notwithstanding 
the dreadful punishments inflicted upon the supposed 
erime of witchcraft, there wanted not those who, steeled 
by want and bitterness of spirit, were willing to adopt the 
hateful and dangerous character, for the sake of the in* 
fluence which its terrors enabled them to exercise in the 
vicinity, and the wretched emolument which they could 
extract by the practice of their supposed art. s ' 

Ailsie Gourlay was not indeed fool enough to ackoow* 
ledge a compact with the Evil One, which would have 
been a swift and ready road to the stake and tar-barreL 
Her fairy, she said, like Caliban's, was a harmless fairy. 
Nevertheless, she " spaed fortunes," read dreams, com- 
posed philtres, discovered stolen goods, and made and 
dissolved matches as successfully as if, according to the 
beKef of the whole neighbourhood, she had been aided 
in those arts by Beelzebub himself. The worst of the 
pretenders to these sciences was, that they were general- 
ly persons who, feeling themselves odious to humanity, 
were careless of what they did to deserve the public ha- 
tred. Real crimes were often committed under pretence 
of magical imposture ; and it somewhat relieves the dis- 
gust with which we read, in the criminal records, the 
conviction of these wretches, to be aware that many of 
them merited, as poisoners, suborners, and diabolical 
agents in secret domestic crimes, the severe fate to which 
they were condemned for the imaginary guilt of witch- 
craft. 

Such was Ailsie (Sonrlay, whom, in order to attain the 
abscdute subjugation o( Lucy Ashton's mind, ber mother 
thought it fitting to place near her person. A woman of 
less consequence than Lady Ashton had not dared to take 
such a step ; but lier high rank and strength of char- 
acter set her above the censure of the world, and she was 



Mm^ t& imy* «ebel«d for her daogbterVilMlilnt liN» 
Aesi and most experi^need riek-imrM ^^ wd aaoditokM^ 
tn the oteigfabourhood, vrbere an infenor penon ivouki 
have faiien wider the refNroacb of calUog im the oseish 
ance of a partaer and ally of the great ettemy of a«iokM> 
The foeldafne caught facr erne jreadily and by kmuendoi 
wtthout giving Lady Ashton the pain of dtstinel mplaiia« 
lion. Siba was in many respacta ^qualified Ibr ftbe pat t aba 
phyed, which iadeed oodd not be efieiiMly aaaamad 
^bout eonoe knowledge of die hunaaMi baarc and pacMM» 
Dame Gouriay pereaivad that Lucy abuddarad al k^ 
external appearaooe, which we lum idraady d^fti^iodi^ 
when we foand her in Ae ikatb-cbambar of bliod AUoe^ 
and while interaaMy she hailed the poor giri for tb^ in- 
^ohintary horror with which aha eaar she waa re^rdn 
ad, she conmieiieed her opeffatioos hy eadettvpariiig i0 
afiboe -or owarcome those prejudices ifhieb la hex iMlt 
abe resented as mortal ofieneea. This ira5 aaaUy doofS, 
for the hog's extevaal nglinaal was soop ^lanc^d by a 
show of Icindnees aad iotereet^lo which Xiuey h$d of kla 
been little aeeastomed ; her attentive sarvieas and raal 
aidll gaiaed her the ear, if not the ^oofid^iMsat of bar 
patient ; and under preteooe of diverting the aoKuide ^ 
A «ck rooB^ she soon led bar attieaiiQn aflptiv<e by tbe 
-logends in which she was waU siuUed, and to wWah 
Lucy's habitB of aeading and reAectioa .iodueod hflr tf> 
•^ lend an attentiaa ear*" Dame Ckmriay's t^Iea ware aH 
£i6t of a mild and interesting charaatar-*-* 

Of fajs Ui»t nightly <)anoe upon tbe wold, 
And lovers doomed to wander and to waep, 
Ajid castles high, where wicked wizards keep 
Their captive thralls. 

Gradtialiy, however, they asavmed a darfcar and more 
mysterious character, and hecanva aiieb as, told by the 
midnight lamp, and enforced by <he treoralous tone, the 
quivering and livid lip, the uplifted shinny farefiogar, aod 
tbe shaking bead of the Uee»eyed hag, might have 
' appalled a less credulous imagination, in an age more 
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jnrd of b^Bf. The oU %ocirax ssw l»r tdi«vtig8> aai 
gradiiiAy narrowed ber magic circle around the devoted 
▼iciim on whose sfHrits she practised. Her legends begaA 
ixi relate to the fortones of the Ravenswood family, whoee 
4ineiem grandeur and portentous authority, credulity had 
graced with so many superstitious attributes. The story 
of the fatal fouatain was narrated at full lei^th, and with 
formidable additions^ by the ancient sibyL The prophe* 
cy, i)uoted by Caleb, cooceming the dead bride, who was 
to be woo by tlw last of the Rttrenswoeds, bad its owe 
mysterious commentary ; and the ringular circwnstance 
of the apparioon, seen by the Master of Ranrenswood in 
4be forest, hsrii:^ partly tran^red thtougb his hasty in* 
^uiries in the cottage of old Alice, fEinned a theme (at 
many exaggerations. 

Lucy might hanre despised these tales, if they had been 
rehned concerning another family, or if her own situation 
liad been less d^ondent. But circumstanced as she 
«iras, the idea that an evil fate hung over her attachment, 
became predominant over her other feelings, and the gloom 
of supm^ition darkened a mind, already sufficiently Weak- 
ened by sorrow, distress, uaccrtainQr, and an oppressive 
sense of desertion and desolation. Stories were told by 
lier attendant so closely resemUing her own in their cir- 
cumstadces, that she was gradually led to converse upoa 
sdch tragic and mystical subjeds with ttie beldame, and 
to repose a sort of confidence in the sibyl, whom she atifl 
regarded with invoinntery shuddering. Dame Gourlay 
icnew how to uvail herself of tins imperHsct confidence* 
She diiieeced Lrncy's thduglits to the means of inqmring 
into fotnrity,««^tfae surest mode, peri)afis, of shaking the 
^nderstaofting and de^tropng the spirits. Omens Were 
expottoded, dreams were interpreted, and dtber tricks of 
jugglery perhaps resorted to, by which the pretended 
adepts of the period deceived and fascinated their delud- 
ed followers. I find it mentioned in the ortidcES of dititay 
•i^inst Ailste Gourlay,*— -^for it is some camf<nt to 
knowtbat the dd hag was ^led, cobdenuied, and burned 
^ voc. :tu 



./ 
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oa the ttqrof Noisdi-Berwiek-Law, by sentence of a eono* 
mission from the Privy Council)— I find, I say, it was 
charged against her, among other offences, that she had, 
by the aid and delusions of Satan, shown to a young per- 
son of quality, in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to whom the said young person was betrothed, and who 
appeared in the vision to be in the act of bestowing his 
hand upon another lady. But this and some other parts 
of the record appear to have been studiously left im* 
perfect in names and dates, probably out of regard to the 
honour of the &milies concerned. If Dame Gourlay was 
able actually to play off such a piece of jngglery , it is clear 
she must have had better assistance to practise the decep- 
tion, than her own skill or funds could supply. Mean- 
while this mysterious visionary traffic had its usual eflSsct, 
in unsettling Miss Ashton's mind» Her temper became 
unequal, her health decayed daily, her manners grew 
moping, melancholy, and uncertain. Her father, guessing 
partly at the cause of these appearances, and exerting a 
degree of authority unusual with him, made a point of 
banishing Dame Gourlay from the castle ; but the arrow 
was shot, and was rankling barb-deep in the side of the 
wounded deer. 

It was shortly after the departure of this woman, that 
Lucy Ashton, urged by her parents, announced to them, 
with a vivacity by which they were startled, '* that she 
was conscious heaven and earth and hell had set them- 
selves against her union with Ravenswood ; still her con- 
tract," she said', ** was a binding contract, and she neither 
woulcl nor could resign it without the consent of Ravens- 
wood. Let me be assured," she concluded, " that he 
will free me from my engagement, and dispose of me as 
you please, I care not how. When the diamonds are 
gone, what signifies the casket 9" 

The tone of obstinacy with which this was said, her 
eyes flashing with unnatur% light, and her hands firmly 
clenched, precluded the ]HiSsibility of dispute ; and the 
utmost length which Lady Ashton's art could attain, only 
got her the privilege of dictating the letter, by which her 
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daughter required to know of Ravenswood wfaeAer be 
intended to abide by, or to surrender, what she termed, 
** their unfortunate engagement." Of this advantage, 
Lady Ashton so far and so ingeniously availed herself, 
that, according to the wording of the letter, the reader 
would have supposed Lucy was calling upon her lover to 
renounce a contract which was contrary to the interests 
and inclinations of both. Not trusting even to this point 
of deception, Lady Ashton finally determined to suppress 
the letter altogether, in hopes that Lucy*s impatience 
would induce her to condemn Ravenswood unheard and 
in absence. In this she was disappointed. The time, 
indeed, had long elapsed, when an answer should have 
been received from the continent. The faint ray of hope 
which stilt glimmered in Lucy's mind, was well nigh ex- 
tinguished. But the idea never forsook her, that her letter 
might not have been duly forwarded. One of her moth- 
er's new machinations unexpectedly furnished her with the 
means of ascertaining what she most desired to know. 
' The female agent of hell having been dismissed from 
the castle. Lady Ashton, who wrought by all variety of 
means, resdlved to employ, for working the same end on 
Lucy's mind, an agent of a very different character. This 
was no other than the Reverend Mr. Bide-the-bent, a 
Presbyterian clergyman, formerly mentioned, of the very 
strictest order and the most rigid orthodoxy, whose aid she 
called in upon the principle of the tyrant in the tragedy :•— 

^ Ml Inve a prieit rinll praach ber from her Aith, 
And inak« it «n not to renoonce that vow. 
Which rd have brolsen " 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken in the agent she had se- 
lected. His prejudices, indeed, were easily enlisted on 
her side, and it was no difficult matter to make him regard 
with horror the prospect of a union betwixt the daughter 
of a God-fearing, professing, and presbyterian family of 
distinction, with the heir of a blood-thirsty prelatist and 
persecutor, the hands of whose fathers had been dyed to 
tlie wrists in the blood of God's saints. This resembleo 



19 . T4M»$ «F |IT J4JI9Mltt< 



in tba tf nne^ gpiDioaf the unifm of « MotilMtidi Jlnungar 
wUh a daughter of Zion* But with all the more severe 
prejuciices and principfies of bis aect, Bide-^be-beut po&» 
sessed a sound judgment, and had learnt sympathy even 
b that very school of persecution, where the heart is so 
frequently hardened. In a private interview with JMiss 
Asbton, he was deeply moved by her distress, and could 
not but admit the justice of her request to be permitted 
a direct communication with Ravenswood, upon the sub- 
ject of their solemn contract. When she urged to hian the 
great uncertainty under which she laboured, whether hoc 
letter had been ever forwarded, the old man paced thq 
room with long steps, shook his grey head» rested repeat-* 
ediy for a space on bis ivory^headed 9tai9> and, alter roucb 
hesitation, confessed that he thought her doubts so rea^ 
sonable, that he would bimself aid in the reisovai of them* 
" I cannot but opine. Miss Lucy,'' he saidt ^ that your 
worshipful lady mother haib in this matler an eagemessy 
whilk, akbough. it ariseth doubtless from love to your best 
interests here and hereafter, — for the man is of persecut- 
ing blood, and himself a persecutor, a cavalier or malig- 
nant, and a scoffer, who hath no inheritance in Jesse,-— 
nevertheless we are commanded to do justice unto all, 
and to fulfil our bond and covenant, as well to the stran- 
ger, as to him who is in brotterbood with us* Wherefore 
myself^ even I myself, will be aiding unto the delivery of 
your letter to the man Edgar Raveoswood, trusting that 
the issue thereof may be your deliverance from the nets 
in which he bath sinfuHy engaged you. And that I may 
do in this neither more nor less than hath been warranted 
by your honourable parents, I pray you to transcribe, 
without increment or subtraction, the letter formerly ex- 
peded under the dictation of your right honourable moth* 
er ; and I shall put it into such sure course of being de- 
livered, that if, honoured young madam, you shall re- 
ceive no answer, it will be necessary that you conclude 
that the man meanelh in silence to abandon that nauglity 
contract, which, peradventure, he may be unwilling di- 
rectly to jrestore." 
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haey eagerly embmeed the expedient of the woitbjr 
divine. A new letter was written in the precise terms c( 
the former, and consigned by Mr. Bide-tbe-beot to the 
charge of launders Moonshine, a zealous elder of the 
church when on shore, and, when on board his brig, as 
bold a smuggler as ever ran out a sliding bowsprit to the 
winds that blow betwixt Campvere and the east coast of 
Scotland. At the recommendation of bis pastor, Sami- 
ders readily undertook that th^ letter should be securdjr 
conveyed to the Master of Ravenswood at the court whet e 
he now resided. 

This retrospect became necessary to explain the eoa- 
fereoce betwixt Miss Asbton, her mother, and Biicklaw, 
which we have detailed in a preceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, who, while drifting through 
a tempestuous ocean, clings for safety to a single plank, 
his powers of grasping it becoming every moment more 
feeble, and the deep darkness of the night otAy chequered 
by the flashes of lightning, hissing as they show the while 
tops of the billows, in which he is soon to be engulphed. 

Week crept away after week, and day after day. Su 
Jude's day arrived, the last and protracted term to which 
Liucy had limited bepself, and there was neither letter nor 
news of Ravenswood. 



M.^» 



CHAPTER ni. 

How fair these names ! bow much aniike they look 
To all the blurred subscriptions In my book ! 
The bridegroom's lell«r» stand in row above, 
Taperinif , yet ttralg^t, like ^ne^traes in his frvvt ; 
Wfaiie five and fine (he bride's apipear below, 
▲s light and slender as her jessavtioes grow. 



Craott, 



St. Jude's day came, the term assigned by Lucy her- 
self as the farthest date of expectation, and, as we have 
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already said, there were neither letters from, nor news of, 
Ravenswood. But there were news of Buckkw, and of 
his trusty associate Craigengelt, who arrived early in the 
morning for the completion of the proposed espousals, and 
for signing the necessary deeds. 

These had been carefully prepared under the revisal of 
Sir William Ashton himself, it having been resolved, oo 
account of the state of Miss Ashton's health, as it was 
said, that none save the parties immediately interested 
should be present when the parchments were subscribed* 
It was farther determined, that the marriage should be 
solemnised upon the fourth day after signing the articles, 
a measure adopted by Lady Ashton, in order that Lucy 
might have as little time as possible to recede, or relapse 
into intractability. There was no appearance, however, 
of her doing either. She heard the proposed arrange** 
ment with the calm indifference of despair, or rather with 
an apathy arising from the oppressed and stupi6ed state 
of her feelings. To an eye so unobserving as that of 
Bucklaw, her demeanour had little more of reluctance 
than might suit the character of a bashful young lady, who, 
however, he could not disguise from himself, was comply- 
ing with the choice of her friends, rather than exercising 
any personal predilection in his favour. 

When the morning compliments of the bridegroom had 
been paid. Miss Ashton was left for some time to herself ; 
her mother remarking, thattbe deeds must be signed before 
the hour of noon, in order that the marriage might be 
happy. 

Lucy suffered herself to be attired for the occasion, as 
the taste of her attendants suggested, and was of course 
splendidly arrayed. Her dress was composed of white 
satin and Brussels lace, and her hair arranged with a pro- 
fusion of jewels, whose lustre made a strange contrast to 
the deadly paleness of her complexion, and to the trouble 
which dwelt in her unsettled eye. 

Her toilette was hardly finished, ere Henry appeared 
to conduct the passive bride to the state apartment, where 
all was prepared for signing tbfi^ntract. '' Do you know, 
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sister," he said, *^ I am glad 70U are to have Buckkw 
after aU, instead of Raveoswood, who looked like a Spao- 
ish grandee come to cut our throats, and trample our 
bodies under foot. And I am glad the broad seas are 
between us this day, for I shall never forget how frighten- 
ed I was when I took him for the picture of old Sir Malise 
walked out of the canvass. Tell me true, are you not 
glad to be fairly shot of him V^ 

** Ask me no questions, dear Henry," said his unfortu- 
nate sister ; '^ there is little more can happen to make 
me either glad or sorry in this world." 

^* And that's what all young brides say," said Henry ; 
^* and so do not be cast down, Lucy, for you'll tell another 
tale a twelvemonth hence — and I am to be bride's-man, 
and ride before you to the kirk, and all our kith, kin, and 
allies, and all Bucklaw's, are to be mounted and in order 
— and I am to have a scarlet laced coat,* and a feathered 
hat, and a sword-belt, double bordered with gold, and 
point d^emagne^ and a dagger instead of a sword ; and I 
should like a sword much better, but my father won't hear 
of it. All my things, and a hundred besides, are to come 
out from Edinburgh to-night with old Gilbert, and the 
sumpter mules — and I will bring them, and show them to 
you the instant they come." 

The boy's chatter was here interrupted by the arrival 
of Lady Ashton, somewhat alarmed at her daughter's 
stay. With one of her sweetest smiles, she took Lucy's 
arm under her own, and led her to the apartment where 
her presence was expected. 

There were only present, Sir William Ashton, and Col- 
onel Douglas Ashton, the last in full regimentals — Buck- 
law in bridegroom trim — Craigengelt freshly equipt from 
top to toe by the bounty of his patron, and bedizened with 
as much lace as might have become the dress of the Cop« 
per Captain, together with the Rev. Mr. Bide-the-bent ; 
the presence of a minister being, in strict presbyteriaa 
families, an Indispensable requisite upon all occasions of 
onusual solemnity. ' 
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Wme$ and rerreshmenis were placed on a table, on 
which the writings were displayed, ready for signature. 

But before proceeding either to business or refreshment, 
Mr. Bide-the-bent, at a signal from Sir William Ashton, 
invited the company to join him in a short extemporarjr 
prayer, in which he implored a blessing upon the contract 
now to be solemnized between the honourable parties then 
present. With the simplicity of his times and profession^ 
which permitted strong personal allusions, he petitioned, 
that the wounded mind of one of these noble parties might 
be healed, in reward of her compliance with the advice 
of her right honourable parents ; and that, as she had 
proved herself a child after Ood's commandment, by hon* 
ouring her father and mother, she and her^s might enjoy 
the promised blessing — leneth of days in the land here, 
and a happy portion hereafter in a better country. He 
prayed farther, that the bridegroom might be weaned from 
those follies which seduce youth from the path of know- 
ledge ; that he might cease to take delight in vai^ and un- 
profitable company, scoffers, rioters, and those who sit 
late at the wine, (here Bueklaw winked to Craigengdt,) 
and cease from the society that causeth to err. A suita- 
ble supplication in behalf of Sir William and Lady Ash- 
ton, and their family, concluded this religious address, 
which thus embraced every individual present, Excepting 
Craigeogeh, whom the worthy divine probably considered 
as pa^ ail hopes of grace. 

The business of the day now went forward ; Sii* Wil- 
liam Asbton signed the contract with legal solemnity and 
precision ; his son, with military non-chalance ; and 
Bueklaw, having subscribed as rapidly as Craigengeit 
could manage to turn the leaves, concluded by wiping hhi 
pen on that worthy's new kced cravat. 

It was now Miss Ashton's turn to sign the writings, and 
she was guided by her watchful mother to the table for 
that purpose. At her 6rst attempt, she began to write 
with a dry pen, and when the circumstance was pointet* 
out, seemed unable after several attempts, to dip it in the 
massive silver ink-standisb, which stood full before her 
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Ijadjr Afibtoa's vigihuce bttstetttd to supply the deficien* 
cy. 1 baro myself seen tbt fetal d«ed| and in the distinct 
cbm'actera in wbicb tfee name of Lucy Ashton is traced 
on eacb page, there is only a very slidit tremulous irreg* 
ularity, indicative of her state of mind at the time of tbe 
subscriptbo. But the last signature is incomplete, de<* 
faced, and blotted ; lor while ber band was empbyed in 
tracing it, the hasty tramp of a horse was lieard at tbe 
gate, succeeded by a step in tbe outer gallery, and a voice, 
whieb, in a commanding tone, bore down tlie opposttion 
of tbe menials. Tbe pen dropped from Lucy's fingers, 
as sbe exclainoed, with a iatut shriek-—** He is come«*-*be 
is come f 



CHAPTER IV. 

This by hit tongue should be • Uonbigaa ! 
Fetch me my rapier, boy ; 
. Now, by tbe faith and honour of my kin. 
To stnke him dead I bold it not a sin. 

RomeooMd 

HiADirY bad Miss Asbton dropped tbe pen, when tbe 
door of tiie apartmei>f flew open, and tlie Master of Ka^ 
venswood entered tbe apartment. 

Ijockbard and another dome$tic, w1k> bad in vain at- 
tempted to oppose bis passage ttirougb tbe gallery orante- 
obamber, were seen standii»g on tbe threshold transfixed 
with surprise, which was instantly communicated to tbe 
whole party in the state-room. That of Colonel Douglas 
Ashton was mingled with resentment } that of Bucklaw, 
with barugbty and siTecied tndiflbrence ; the rest^ eveui 
Lady Ashton herself^ showed signs of fear, and Lucy 
seemed stiffened to stone by tins unexpected apparition. 
Apparition it might well be termed, for Ravenswood bad 
more the appearance of one returned frotn tbe d«ad, than 
of a litring visiter. 



He planted himself fuB in the middle o£ the apartment 
opposite to the table at which Lucy was seated, on vf horn, 
as if she had been alone in the chamber, he bent hia eyes 
with a mingled expression of deep grief and deliberate 
indignation. His dark-coloured riding cloak, displaced 
from one shoulder, hung around one side of his person in 
the ample folds of the Spanish mantle. The rest of his 
rich dress was travel-soil'd, and deranged by hard riding. 
He had a sword by his side, and pistols in his belt. 
His slouched bat, which he bad not removed at entrance, 
gave an additional gloom to his dark features, which, wast* 
ed by sorrow, and marked by the ghastly look communi- 
cated by long illness, added to a countenance naturally 
somewhat stern and wild, a fierce and even savage expres- 
sion. The matted and dishevelled locks of hair which 
escaped from under his hat, together with his fixed and 
unmoved posture, made his head more resemble that of a 
marble bust than that of a living man. He said not a 
single word, and there was a deep silence in the company 
for more than two minutes. 

It was broken by Lady Ashton, who in that space partly 
recovered her natural audacity. She demanded to know 
the cause of this unauthorized intrusion. 

*' That is a question, madam," said her son, '^ which I 
have the best right to ask — and I must request of the 
Master of Ravenswood to follow me, where he can an- 
swer it at leisure." 

BucUaw interposed, saying, " No man on earth should 
usurp his previous right in demanding an explanaUon from 
the Master. — Craigengelt," he added, in an under tone, 
«( d — n ye, why do you stand staring as if you saw a 
ghost ? fetch me my sword from the gallery." 

^' I will relinquish to none,'' said Colonel Ashtoui 
'' my right of calling to account the man who has offered 
this unparalleled affront to my family." 

^^ Be patient, gentlemen," said Ravenswood, turning 
sternly towards them) and waving bis hand as if to impose 
silepca oa their aheroatioo. '* If you are as weary ol 
your lives as I am, 1 will find time and place to pledge 
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mine against one cft both ; at present I have no leisure 

for the disputes of triflers." 

'* Triflers !" echoed Colonel Ashton, half unsheathing 
his sword, while Bucklaw laid his hand on the hilt of that 
which Craigengeit had just reached him. 

Sir William Ashton, alarmed for his son's safety, rush- 
ed between the young men and Ravenswood, exclaiming, 
■* My son, I command you — Bucklaw, 1 entreat you— 
keep the peace, in the name of (he Queen and of the law V^ 

** In the name of the law of God," said Bide-the-bent, 
advancing also with uplifted bands between Bucklaw, the 
Colonel, and the object of their resentment — " In the 
name of Him who brought peace on earth, and goodrwili 
to mankind, I implore — I beseech — I command you ta 
forbear violence towards each other ! God hateth the 
blood-thirsty man — he who striketh with the sword, shall 
perish with the sword." 

** Do you take me for a dog, sir," said Colonel Ashton, 
turning dercely upon him, ^* or something more brutally 
stupid, to endure this insult in my father's house 9 — Let 
me go, Bucklaw ! he shall account to me, or, by Heaven, 
I will stab him where he stands." 

*' You shall not touch him here," said Bucklaw ; '* he 
once gave me my life, and were he the devil come to fly 
away with the whole bouse and generation, he shall have 
nothing but fair play." 

The passions of the two young men thus counteracting 
each other, gave Ravenswood leisure to exclaim, in a 
stern and steady voice, " Silence ! — let him who really 
seeks danger, take the fltting time when it is to be found ; 
my mission here will be shortly accomplished. — Is thatf 
your hand-writing, madam ?" he added in a softer tone, 
extending towards Miss Ashton her last letter. 

A faltering " Yes,'^ seemed rather to escape from her 
lips, than to be uttered as a voluntary answer. 

" And is this also your hand-writing ?" extending to- 
wards her the mutual engagement. 

Lucy remained silent. Terror, and a yet stronger and 
more coa^used feeling, so utterly disturbed her under* 



^^Adiiig, that she psohabtjr scarce comfirebaadad :A0^qiN»« 
tion that was put to her. 

^ If yw desigo/' aaid Sir WHliaiu Ashton, <^ ta found 
anj legal claim oq that paper, sir, do not expect to receiw 
any answer to an extrajudicial questioui," 

" Sir WUliam Ashton," $aid Ravenswood^ '* I p^y yeu, 
and all who hear me^ tlmt you will not mistake nay pur^ 
pose. If this youpg lady, of her own free will, desires 
ifae restoration of this contract, as her letter would seenn 
to iaiply-r-there is not a withered leaf which this autumn 
wind strewe oa the beath^ that is n^or? valueless in my 
eyes. But I must and will hear the truth from ber qiwtk 
mouth — without this satisfaction I will not leave this spot. 
Murder me by numbers you possibly may' ) but I am an 
armed maii-*-I am a desperate man — and I will not dia 
without ample vengeance* This is my resolution^ take it 
as you may. I will hear her determination from her 
own mouth ; fr^m: ber own mouth, alone, and without 
witnesses, will I hear it^ Now choose," he said, drawing 
his sword with the right hand, and, wkh the left, by the 
same motion taking a justol from his belt and cocking it, 
but turning the point of one weapon and tber muzz^k o£ 
the other toi thiQ grouad,,^--^ Choose if you will have this 
hall floated with blood, or if you will grant me the deci- 
sive interview with my affianced bridci which the lawao^" 
God and the country alike entitle me to detnand*" 

AU recoiled at the sound of his voice, and the deter- 
mined action by which it was accompanied ; for the ec- 
stasy of real desperation seldom (ieiils to overpower the lesa 
energetic passions by which it may be opposed. The 
clergyman was tliie first to speak. '^ In the name of God," 
he said, <' receive an overture of peace from the meanest 
of his servants. Wbat this honourable person demands^ 
albeit it is urged with over violence^ hath yet in^ it sooie- 
thing of reason^ Let him hear from Miss Lucy's pwo, 
lips that she bstb dutifully acceded to the ^11 of ber 
parents, and repenteth her of ber covenant with him ; an4 
when be is as^sured of tbiS| he will depart ia peace unto 
bia own 4l^elliqgt and cumber us no nuire. Alaa ! tb». 
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workings of the aooient .Adam are strong even b the re- 
generate — surely we should have long suferiog with those 
who, being yet in the gall of bitterness and bond of ini- 
quity, are swept forward by the uncontrollable current of 
worldly passion. Let tiien the Master of Ravenswood 
have the interview on which he insisteth ; it can but be as 
a passing pang to this honourable maiden, since her faith 
is now irrevocably pledged to the choice of her parents. 
Let it, I say, be thus ; it belongeth to my functions to en- 
treat your honours' compliance with this healing overture." 

<« Never!" answered Lady Ashton, whose rage had now 
overcome her first surprise and terror — ^^ never shall this 
man speak in private with my daughter, the affianced 
bride c^ another ! Pass from this room who will, I re- 
main here, 1 fear neither his violence nor his weapons, 
though some," she said, glancing a look towards Colonel 
Ashton, " who bear my name, appear more moved by 
them*" 

^' For God's sake, madam," answered the worthy di- 
vine, '* add not fuel to firebrands. The Master of Ra- 
venswood cannot, I am sure, object to your presence, the 
young lady's state of health being considered, and your 
maternal duty. I myself will also tarry ; peradveuture 
ray grey hairs may turn away wrath." 

'^ You are welcome to dp so, sir," said Ravenswood ; 
*^ and Lady Ashton is also welcome to remain, if she shall 
think proper ; but let all others depart." 

*' Ravenswood," said Colonel Ashton, crossing him as 
be went out, '* you shall account for this ere long." . 

^* When you please," replied Ravenswood. 

" But I," said Bucklaw, with a half smile, '< hdve a pri- 
or demand on your leisure, a claim of some standing.'? 
. ^< Arrange it as you will," said Ravisnswood ; ^' leave 
me but this day in peace, and I will have no dearer em- 
ployment on earth, to-morrow, than to gi^e you all the 
satisfaction you can desire," 

The other geutlemen left the apartment ; but Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton lingered. 
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** Matter «f ]tif«fi^oai,'^ li« Mid, in ibl ecM^lnhig 
KMM, ^ I thitik 1 bavd ihot ckser««<i tbtt you vhouM «ackt 
tbiiB 3oai}diiI and outrage in my hwHj. Ifyod wtM ^eailie 
your sword, and retire witb me ioto my study, I wiU pro^a 
10 you, by the most aatisfaciory argumeaig, ^ UHitilify 
of your preaeat irregukr procedure-^*-'— *' 

*^ To^-naorrow, 8»-*-to-ittorrow«^4o«morr(m^ I wtfi b^ar 
you at length," reii^^tod Raveostvood, kiferrufiting fakn ; 
«< thia day hath ha oi^n aaored aisd indiapeaaa()la boa^ 
nesa.** 

He |xJhit6d to the door, end dr Wiffiam left the ^part- 
itieiiit* 

Raveiiswobd BhetfAied tm s^fokl, enooobed and |tetttf&« 
ed bis pistcd to Ma b^, walked ^Kbe^atety to the dbor 
eif due apaftmetit, wbicb be bi)lted*««*fetuitied, mieed bis 
hat iroto his ibrebead, aad gating upou Luey with eves 
in whteh aa expresaiqii of sorrow overcti»iie thdr laie 
fiercenesa, spread his dishevelled locks back from bis 
faee^ and Saad, ** Do yon kaow fine, Miss Asbloii ^-^1 am 
stiU Erdgat Ravenswood.'' Sbe ^ms sileai, and he weut 
on with \nf»imo^ rebemetioe-^*' i aai attll that Edgar 
Rtnreoawood, x^bo, for ywtr aflkiiior>, renounced die dear 
ires by wbi^ joju^ed honbur bdnad bim to seek ^ih 
geance. I am that Rareuswood, who, for year sake, foi> 
gave, nay, clasped bauds in frieudship with the oppresisor 
and piilagejT of bis hOuse^-^tbe iradueer and muroerer of 
his father." ^ 

^ My daughter," aas^reved Lady Asbtoty, ioMrt>upting 
him, baa ub oeeaaion to dispute the identity df your pON 
son ; the vefvom of your preheat language is suiScJeift to 
re«|)ad her, that afae speaks wkb the mortal enemy of 
hiHi fatber." 

** I pray you to be piattevft, niadaaa," ansiarerad Ravens- 
vrood ; ** my aninvier Kiuat eome from ber owe lips.^-^ 
Onoe aofOte, Miss Lu^y Asbton, I am that Raveiitf«i^oo4 
to whom you granted the solema engagetnent, wkaefa yM 
now desii% to iwraen mp6 eauoel." 

Lucy's bloodless lips could only fillier^t'lbO^rcAdt 
** it was ay mother.^ 



'** She speaks tnity,'* said Lodj Asbton, *< h umu I, who, 
authorized alike by the laws of Grod and man, advised her, 
and concurred with her, to set aside an nnhappj and pre* 
cipitate engagement, and to annul it by the authority ol 
scriptore itself.*' 

*' Scriptore !^ said Ravenswood, scoraTally. 

** Let him hear the te^ct," said Lady Ashton, appealing 
to the divine, '* on which you yourself whh cautious re- 
luctance, declared the nuOity of tlie pretended engage* 
meat insisted upon by this violent man.^ 

The clergyman took his clasped Bible from bis pocket, 
and read the foUowtng words : *^ J^a woman vow a vow 
unto the Lord^ and bind herself by a bond, being in her 
father** house in her youths and her father hear her vou 
and her band^ wherewith she hath bound her sonl^ and her 
father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vow shaB 
ntand^ and every vow wherewith she hath hound her soul 
shall stand/* 

*« And was it act even so wrfh as ?" interrnpted Rav- 
enswood. 

" Control thy rmpatSence, young man,** answered the 
drvine, and hear what follows in the sacred text : — ' But 
^ her father disallow her in ^ day that he heareihj n&t 
any of her vows, or of her bonds^ wherewith she hath 
bound her soul s^all stand : And the Lord shall forgive 
ier, because her father disallowed Aer.''" 

*^ And was not," said Lady A-sbfoo, fiercely and tri- 
umphantly breaking in, — " was not our's the case stated 
intheholywrit?-- Win this person deny, that the instant 
her parents heard of the vow, or bond, by wbidi our 
dau^ter had bound her aoul, we disallowed the same in 
the most express terms, and informed him by writing of 
our determination ?" 

" And is tbis all 9** said Pavenswood, looking at Lucy 
— " Are you willing to barter sworn fiiith, the exercise 
-yf free will, and the feelings of imitnal affection, to this 
wretched hypocritical sophistry 9" 

** Hear him !" said Lady Ashton, looking to the cler- 
gyman — " bear the blasphemer !^ 
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*^ May God forgive bun/' said Bide-tbe-beat, * and 
enlighten his ignorance !" 

*' Hear what I have sacrificed for you," said Ravens- 
wood, still addressing Lucy, '' ere you sanction what has 
been done in your name. The honour of an ancient 
family, the urgent advice of my best friends, have been 
in vain used to sway my resolution ; neither the argu- 
ments of reason, nor the portents of superstition, have 
shaken my fidelity. The very dead have arisen to warn 
me, and their warning has been despised. Are you pre- 
pared to pierce my heart ibr its fidelity, with the \ery 
weapon which my rash confidence intrusted to your 
grasp r' 

*' Master of Ravenswood,'' said Lady Ashton, *' you 
have asked what questions you thought fit. You see the 
total incapacity of my daughter to answer you. But I 
will reply for her, and m a manner which you cannot dis-. 
pute. Yo4i desire to know whether Lucy Ashton, of her 
own free-will, desires to annul the engagement into which 
she has been trepanned. You have her letter under her 
own hand, demanding the surrender of it ^ and, in yet 
more full evidence of her purpose, here is the contract 
which she has this morning subscribed in presence of 
this reverend gentleman, with Mr. Hayston of Bucklaw." 

Ravenswood gazed upon the deed, as if petrified. ''And 
it was without fraud or compulsion," said he, looking 
towards the clergyman, ''that Miss Ashton subscribed 
this parchment f " 

" I vouch it, upon my sacred character." 

" This is indeed, madam, an undeniable piece of evi* 
dence," said Ravenswood sternly ; " and it will be equally 
unnecessary and dishonourable to waste another word in 
useless remonstrance or reproach. There, madam," he 
said, laying down before Lucy the signed paper, and the 
broken piece of gold — " there are the evidences of your 
first engagement ; may you be more faithful to that which 
you have just formed. I will trouble you to return the 
corresponding tokens of my ill-placed confidence — I/)ught 
rather to say' of my egregious folly." 
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Luey rettiroed the scornlul glance of ber loyer with a 
gaze, from which perceptioD seeaoed to have beeo baniah- 
ed ; yet she seemed partly to have understood his ineaii- 
ing, for' she raised her hands as if to undo a blue ribbon 
which she wore around her n^ck. She was unable lo 
accomplish her purpose, but Lady Ashtoo cut the ribbon 
asunder, and detached the broken piece of gold, which 
Miss Ashton had till then worn concealed in her bosom ; 
the written counterpart of the lovers' engagement she for 
some time had had in ber own possession. With a haugh- 
ty curtsy, she delivered both to Ravenswood, who was 
much softened when he took the piece of gold. 

** And she could wear it thus,'' he said, speaking to 
himself — *^ could wear it in her very bosom — could wear 
it next to her heart*-even when— but complaint avails 
not," he said, dashing from his eye the tear which had 
gathered in it, and resuming the stern composure of his 
manner. He strode to the chimney, and threw into the 
fire the paper and piece of gold, stamping upon the coals 
with the heel of bis boot, as if to ensure their destruction. 
*' I will be no longer," be then said, '^ an intruder here^ 
Your evil wishes, and your worse offices. Lady Ashton, I 
will only return, by hoping these will be your last mach- 
inations against your daughter's honour and happiness. — 
And to you, madam," he said, addressing Lucy, '* I have 
nothing farther to say, except to pray to God that you 
may not become a world's wonder for this act of wilful 
and deliberate perjury." Having uttered these words, he 
turned on bis heel, and left the apartment. 

Sir William Ashton, by entreaty and authority, had de- 
tained bis son and Bucklaw in a distant part of the castle, 
in order to prevent their again meeting with Ravenswood ; 
but as tbe Master descended the great staircase. Lock- 
hard delivered him a billet, signed Sholto Douglas Ashton, 
requesting to know where the Master of Ravenswood 
would be heard of four or five days from hence, as the 
writer had business of weight to settle with him, so soon 
as an important family event had taken place. 

3* YOh. XI. 
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** 7U1 Ccdond Aditoo," sird Rffvietiswood, <K>fnfmed- 
ly, ^* I siiatl be bund «t Wolfs Cr«g when k» lebare 
•lerves bim." 

As be desoeoded the oamard stair wbieb M ftom tbe 
terrace, he was a second lime ioterrupted bf-Cva^engeh, 
wbo, on the part of his {Mrkieipal, the Lsiid of Bpeklair, 
expressed a hope, that Rarenswood would not leave 43oo^ 
land within ten days at least, as be bad both former and 
recent civilities for wfaich to express his gratitude^ 

*' Tell your master," mid Ravenswood, fiercely , ^ to 
choose bis own time. He will find me at Wolfs Crag, 
if bis purpose is not forestalled." 

^ My master V^ replied Cnsigengelt, encouraged by 
seeing Colonel Artiton and Bucklaw at the bottom of tbe 
terrace ^ ** give me leave to say, I know of na each pet^ 
.soil upon earth, nor will 1 permit such language t9 be 
used to me." 

*^ Seek your master^^tbeUy in bell P^ exclaimed Raven9^ 
wood^ giving way to the passion iie had hltiierto resfrain^ 
Jtdj ;aod dirowittg Craigengek froas him with soob vielenee, 
4h«t be foUed down tbe steps^ and lay senseless at the 
foot«f them-^*^ ! am « food," he instantly added, '^ to 
«ent my paawoo upon a eattiff so worAless.^ 

lie then mounted his horse, which at his arijval lie bad 
secured to a balu^arade in front of the castle, rode very 
slowly past Bucklaw and Colonel Asbton, ^raisingiiis hat 
as be past each, and kwkbig in their feces steadily w(biia 
he oBered this mate sahitaliom, wfaids was tietomed by 
both with the same stem fravi^. Ravenswood walfesd 
«n with equal delibsrationiaitii heccacbed the bead of the 
avenoe,.fi6 if to show -that be vaibev comruid than avoided 
iai&vntpAcm^ Wben> be bad passed the upper gate, he 
tHoned bis horse, and looked at the castle witb a f ned 
eye y then set spars to Us good «teed,and departed <Wftb 
the speed of ademoD dismissed by l^e e&orcist. 
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CHAPTER V- 

Wte CMBeBlhiDiliio MiU ctattbcr f 

AFTacit the dreadful iscene that had taken plaee at the 
castle, Lucy was transported to her owa chamber, where 
she remained for some time in a state of abi^lute stufK>r. 
Yet afterwards, in the course of the ensuing day, she 
seemed to have recovered, not merely her spirits and i«es- 
olution but a sort of flighty levity, that wais foreign to hei 
character and situation, and which was at (imres chequer«^ 
ed by fits of deep silence and melancholy, and of capri^ 
cious pettishness. Lady Ashton became much alarmed, 
and consulted the family physicians. But as her pube 
indicated no change, they could only say that the dis^ease 
was on the spirits, and recommended gentle exercise and 
amusement. Miss Ashton never alluded to what had pass- 
ed in the state-room, h seemed doubtful efven if she 
was conscious of ir, for she was often observed to raise 
her hands to her neck, as if in search of the ribbon that 
bad been taken from it, and mutter, in surprise and dis-* 
content, when she could not find it, ** It was the link that 
bound me to life." 

Notwithstanding all these remarkable symptoms, Lady 
Ashton was too deeply pledged, to delay her daughter's 
marriage even in her present state of health. It cost her 
much trouble to keep up the fair side of appearances to- 
wards BuckHaw. She was well aware, (hat if he once 
saw any reluctance on her daughter's part, he would breafe 
off the treaty, to her great personal shame nvA di^onour. 
She therefore resolved, ifhat, if Lucy eonflnued passive, 
(he marrfage should take place upon the day Aat bad been 
previously fixed, trusting that a change of place,, ofsitu^ 
atibn, and xtf ehantcter; wtyuld operate a rh6te speedjTdnd 



efiectual cure upon the unsetded spirits of ber daughter 
than could be attained by the slow measures which the 
medical men recommended. Sir William Ashton's views 
of family aggrandizement, and his desire to strongtheo 

himself against the measures of the Marquis of A , 

readily induced him to acquiesce in what he could not 
have perhaps resisted, if willing to do so. As for the 
young men, Bucklaw and Colonel Ashlon, they protested, 
that, after what had happened, it would be most dishon- 
ourable to postpone for a single hour the time appointed 
for the marriage, as it would be generally ascribed to 
their being intimidated by the intrusive visit and threats of 
Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw would indeed have been incapable of such 
precipitation, had he been aware of the state of Miss Ash-: 
ton's health, or rather of her mind. But custom, upon 
these occasions, permitted only brief and sparing inter- 
course between the bridegroom and the betrothed ; a 
circumstance so well improved by Lady Asbton, that Buck- 
law nehher saw nor suspected the real state of the health 
and feelings of his unhappy bride. 
. On the eve of the bridal day, Lucy appeared to have 
one of her fifts of levity, and surveyed with a degree of 
girlish interest the various preparations of dress, &c* be., 
which the different members of the family had prepared 
for the occasion. 

The morning dawned bright and cheerily. The bridal 
guests assembled in gallant troops from distant quarters. 
Not only the relations of Sir William Asbton, and the 
still more dignified connexions of bis lady, together with 
the numerous kinsmen and allies of the bridegroom, were 
present upon this joyful ceremony, gallantly mounted, ar« 
rayed, and caparisoned, but almost every presbyterian 
family of distinction, within fifty miles, made a point of 
attendance gpon an occasion, which was considered as 

giving a sort of triumph over t,be Marquis of A , in 

the person of his kinsman. Splendid refreshments await- 
ed the guests on their arriva],and, after thase were finished, 
the cry wasr to horse. The ^ide was led forth betwixt 
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ber brotber Heary and lier ofotber. Her gaiety (rf the 
preceding day had given rise to a deep shade of melan- 
choly, which, however, did not misbeooioe an occasion so 
OKnnentous. There was a light in her eyes, and a colour 
in her cheek, which had nol been kindled for many a day, 
and which, joined to lier great beauty, and the splendour 
of her dress, occasioned her entrance to be greeted with 
an universal murmur of applause, in which even the ladies 
could not refrain firom joining. While the cavalcade 
were getting to horse, Sir William Ashton, a man of peace 
and of form, censured his son Henry for having begirt 
himself with a military sword of preposterous length, be- 
longing to his brother. Colonel Ashton. 

'^ If you must have a weapon," he said, " upon such a 
peaceful occasion, why did you not use the short poniard 
seat from Edinburgh on purpose ?" 

The boy vindicated himself, by saying it was lost. 

** You put it out of the way yourself, I suppose," said 
his father, '* out of ambition to wear that preposterous 
thing which might have served Sir William Wallace — but 
never mind, get to horse now, and take care of your sister." 

The boy did so, and was placed in the centre of the 
gallant train. At the time, he was too full of his own ap- 
pearance, his sword, his laced cloak, his feathered hat, 
aud his managed horse, to pay much regard to anything 
else ; but he afterwards remembered to the hour of his 
death, that when the hand of his sister, by which she sup- 
ported herself on the pillion behind him, touched bis own, 
it felt as wet and cold as sepulchral marble. 

Glaockig wide over hill and dale, the fair bridal pro- 
cession at last reached the parish church, which they near- 
ly filled ; ibr, besides domestics, above a hundred gentle- 
men and ladies were present upon the occasion. The 
nmniage ceremony was performed, according to the rites 
of the presbyterian persuasion, to which Bucklaw of late 
had judged it proper to conform. 

On the outside of the church, a liberal dole was dis- 
tributed to the poor of the neighbouring parishes, under 
Uie direction of Johnnie Mortheuch, who had lately been 



from Us dndlsle qnsrtefs at dM'Hentiitage^ ID 
£11 the waore eKpUe situation of ^ex^an at the pariab 
church of Ravensvvood. DanM Gouriay, ivitb two of her 
contei^povarks, the same wbo assisted at AJioe's J«le^ 
wake, seated apart upon a flat nBeoMroeitt,or/Areafpi-*elafie, 
aaC emiiousljr comparing the sharea whieh bad been alki»> 
«ed to ibenti in di? iding the dole. 

<* Johnnie Mortlieuoh," said Ajaeie Winnie, ^ might hae 
minded auld kng sync, and thought of his aukl kkomefS) 
for as braw as be is with his new black coat* 1 hae got* 
ten but five herring instead o' saK, and thb disna k)ok Ithe 
a gude saxpeanys, and I dare say thia bit aoorsel o^ beef 
is an unce lighter than ony that's been dealt round ; and 
it's a bit o' the teoony hough, mehr ky token, that your's, 
Maggie, is out o' the back sey.^ 

^* Mine, quo' she 9" mumbled the paralytic liag^ ** ame 
is half bwes, I trow. If pk folk gie poor bodies ony 
thing f(Nr coimng to their weddn^ and burial, it atdd be 
soraediing that wad do them gnde, I think." 

^' Their gifts," said Atl^ Gouriay, ^ nre dealt for mie 
love of us, nor out of respect for whether we feed cor stanza* 
They wad gie us whinstanes for loaves, if it would serve 
their ain vanity, and yet they expect us lo be as gMFlefu% 
as they ca' it, as if they served us Ibrlrttelove -and liking.'' 

** And that's truly said," aosweved herenmpaERon* 

'< But, Ailsie Gourhy, yeVe the aukbst o' ns three, did 
ye ever see a mair grand bridal ?" 

^* I winna say that I have," answered the bag | ^ bull 
think soon to see as braw a burial." 

*^ And that wad please me as weel," said Amie Win- 
nie ; ** for there's as large a deie, and folk are mn obliged 
to giro and langb, and mak morgeons, and wish joy to 
these beUieat ^aiiiy, that lord it owar us< like brutn beasts* 
I like to pack the "dead dole ki my lap, and Tin ower iny 
auld fhyme,"^ 

' M^ loaf in ray lap, my penny in my pune, 

Tlioa art ne'er the better, and I'm ne'er the worse/ ''> 
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<< TiMf's rigku Annie/' mi4 the pwn^yllc ^mma ; 
'^ God send us a green Tuk imd tt fat kirk-jard !'' 

** But I wad like token. Lucky GkHiriny, for ye're the 
aaldest aod wisest mnaog ueiy wbilk o' these revellers' 
turo9 it will be to be streekit first P 

<^ D'ye see yon daodilly maideo," said dame Gourlay, 
" a' gUsteiiiQ' i^'* goud and jewels, ihat they are lifting 
up on the white horse behind that buiNbraioed callua! in 
flearlet, wf the tang sword at bis side ?" 

^' But that's the bride !" said her ceeApaoion, ber cold 
heart touched with some sort 0( oooifMkssiQe $ *^ that's the 
very bride bersell ! £b, wbow ! sae young, 9«e bf aw aitd 
lae boonie — and is her time see short 9" 

** I tefU ye," said the ^ihyl^ ^ her windir^ abe^t is up 
as high as her throat already, believe it wha list. Her 
fltnd has but few grains to ria out, and nae wonder — 
they've been weel shaken^ The leaves ace witlwriag fast 
on the trees, but sbe'U never see the Mairtinmas wind gar 
4^111 daoce in swirls like the ifairy rings." 

^ Ye waited on ber for a quarter," said the paralytic 
woosnan, *^ and got twa red pieces, or I am far b^uiled.^" 

<* Ay, 2ly," ansivered Alkie, with a; bitter grin ; ^* and 
Sir WiUiaoa Ashton promised me ^ boenie red gown to 
il)e boot ^' tb»t«— a stake, autt a ohaim amd a tar barrel, 
lass I— what think ye o* thsit bi a propine f-^^fer being 
^ early and down late fi>r fourscore nights and mair wi' 
l>i$ dwintng daughter^ But be may keep it for bis wn 
leddy, eummers/' 

*^ I it»e beard a sougb,^ said Aooie Winnie^ *^ as if 
iLeddy Asbtoa wtisflae ccinny body/' 

*^ iyj^ see ber yonder," said dame Gourlay, " as she 
frances on ber grey gelding oiit at tbekirk-'yard ^^^tbere's 
jtiair o' uttel' deevilry in that wom/An, as brave and fair- 
iashioited as she rides yonder, than in a' tbe Sc^otcb witches 
that ever flew by moonlight ower Nortb-rBerwick Law." 

<^ Wbat^s that ye say about wiliehes, ye damned bags ?" 
batd Johnnie Mortbeecb^ '^ are ye casting ye^re oantrtfMS 
in tbe very kirk-yard, to misobieve tbe bride and bride- 
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groom 9 Get awa hame, for if I tak niy soiiple Cye^ Vfl 
gar ye find the road faster than ye wad Jike." 

**Hech,sirs!" answered Ailsie Gourlay, " how bra' are 
we wi* our new black coat and our weel-pouthered head, 
as if we had never kend hunger nor thirst oursells !— 
and we^ll be screwing up our bit fiddle, doubtless, in the 
ha* the night, amang a' the other elbo'-jiggers for miles 
round. Let's see if the pins baud, Johnnie — that's a', lad." 

<* I take ye a' to witness, gude people," said Mortheuch, 
*^ that she threatens me wi' mischief, and forespeaks me. 
If ony thing but gade happens to me or my fiddle this 
night, I'll make it the blackest night's job she ever stirred 
in. I'll hae her before Presbytery and Synod—I'm half 
a minister mysell, now that I'm a bedral in an inhabited 
parish." 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt these hags and the 
rest of mankind had steeled their hearts against all im- 
pressions of festivity, this was by no means the case with 
the multitude at large. The splendour of the bridal ret- 
inue—the gay dresses — the spirited horses — the blithe- 
some appearance of the handsome women and gallant 
gentlemen assembled upon the occasion, had the usual 
eflTect upon the minds of the populace. The repeated 
shouts of " Ashton and Bucklaw for ever !"— the dis- 
charge of pistols, guns, and musketoons, to give what was 
called the bridal-shot, evinced the interest the people took 
in the occasion of the cavalcade, as they accompanied it 
upon their return to the castle. If there was here and 
there an elder peasant or his wife who sneered at the 
pomp of the upstart family, and remembered the days of 
the long-descended Ravenswoods, even they, attracted by 
the plentiful cheer which the castle that day aflforded to 
rich and poor, held their way thither, and acknowledged^ 
notwithstanding their prejudices, the influence oiVAmphii* 
Hon ou Von dine. 

Thus accompanied with the attendance both of rich andi 
poor, Lucy returned to her father's house. Bucklaw used 
his privilege of riding next to the bride, but, new to such 
a situation, rather endf^avoured to attract attention by the 
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display of his person aii4 horsemaoship^ ibaii' hj aigr fl^ 
tempt to address her in private. They reached the cas» 
tie b safe^% amid a thousand joyous acckmatiom. 

It is well known that the weddings of aocieot days were 
celehrated with a festive publicity rejected by the delicacy 
of modern times. The matriage-guests on the presool 
occasion were regaled with a banquet of unbounded pro^ 
fusion* the relics of which^ after the domestics bad feasted 
in their turn, were distributed among the sboating crowds 
with as many barrels of ale, as made the hilarity wiUiout 
correspood to that within the castle. The gentlemen, ac- 
cording to the fashion of the times, indulged, for the most 
part, in deep draughts of the richest wines, while the 
ladies, prepared for the ball which always closed a bridal 
entertainment, impatiently expected their arrival in the slate 
gallery. At length the social party broke up at a late hour 
and the gentlemen crowded into the saloon, where, enliv«i 
ened by wine and the Joyful occasion, they laid aside their 
swords, and banded their impatient partners to the floorl 
The music already rung from the gallery, along the fretted 
roof of the ancient state apartment. According to strict 
etiquette, the bride ought to have opened the baU, but 
L<ady Ashtoo, making an apology on account of her daugh- 
ter's health, offered her owo hand to Bucklaw as substitute 
for her daughter's. 

But as Lady Asbton raised her head gracefully, expect- 
ing the strain at which she was to begin the dance, she 
was so much struck by an unexpected alteration in the 
arnameotsof the apartment, that she was surprised into an 
exclamation^ — *• Who has dared la change the pictures *?" 

All looked up, and those who knew the usual state of 
the apartment, observed, with surprise, that the picture of 
Sir William Ashton's father was removed from its place, 
and in its stead tt>at of old Sir Malise Ravenswood seem- ' 
ed to frown wrath and vengeance upon the party assem- 
bled below. The exchange must have been made while 
the apartments were empty, but had not been observed 
uutil the torches and lights in the sconces were kindled 
4 yQL. II. 
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for the ball. Tbe haughty and heated spirits of the gen- 
tlemen led them to demand an immediate inquiry into the 
cause of what they deemed an afli*ont to their host and to 
themselves ; but Lady Ashton, recovering herself, passed 
it over as the freak of a crazy wench who was maintain- 
ed about the castle, and whose susceptible imagination bad 
been observed to be much affected by the stories which 
Dame Gourtay delighted to tell concerning " the former 
family," so Lady Ashton named the Ravenswoods. The 
obnoxious picture was immediately removed, and the ball 
was opened by Lady Ashton, with a grace and dignity 
which supplied the charms of youth, and almost verified 
the extravagant encomiums of the elder part of the com-* 
pany, who extolled her performance as far exceeding the 
dancing of the rising generation. 

When Lady Ashton sat down, she was not surprised to 
find that her daughter had left the apartment, and she her- 
self followed eager to obviate any impression whiph might 
have been made upon her nerves by an incident so likely 
to affect them as the mysterious transposition of tbe por- 
traits. Apparently she found her apprehensions ground- 
less, for she returned in about an hour, and whispered the 
bridegroom, who extricated himself from the dancers, and 
vanished from the apartment. The instruments now play- 
ed their loudest strains — the dancers pursued their exercise 
with all the enthusiasm inspired by youth, mirth, and high 
spirits, when a cry was heard so shrill and piercing, as at 
once to arrest the dance and the music. All stood mo- 
tionless ; but when the yell was again repeated. Colonel 
Ashton snatched a torch from the sconce, and demanding 
the key of tbe bridal-chamber from Henry, to whom, as 
bride's-man, it had been intrusted, rushed thither, follow- 
ed by Sir William and Lady Ashton, and one or two others, 
near relations of the family. The bridal guests waited 
their return in stupified amazement. 

Arrived at tbe door of tbe apartment. Colonel Ashtoif 
knocked and called, but received no answer, except sti- 
fled groans He hesitated no longer to open the door of 
the apartment^ in which b« found opposition, from 8ome« 
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dnng which by agaibst it. When he had succeeded mr 
openiDg ity fjbe body of the l^i^egroom was found lying 
on the threshold of the brtdal*cbamber, and all around 
was flooded widi blood. A cr3(t^of surprise and horror 
was raised by all present ; and {he company, excited by 
this new alarm, began to rush tumultoously towards the- 
sleeping apartment. Colonel Ashton, first whispering to 
his mother, — '^ Search for her — she has murdered him !" 
drew his sword, planted himself in the passage, and de» 
dared he would suffer no man to pass excepting the cier* 
gyman, and the medical person present. By their assis* 
tance, Bucklaw, who still breathed, was raised from the 
ground, and transported to another apartment, where hb 
friends, full of suspicion and murmuring^ assembled round 
bim to learn the opinion of the surgeon. 

In the meanwhile. Lady Ashton, her husband, and their 
assistants, in vain sought Lucy in the bridal bed and in 
the chamber. .JTbere was no private passage from the 
room, and they began to think that she must have thrown 
herself from the window, when one of the company, hold- 
ing bis torch lower than the rest, discoverexl something 
wlnte in the corner of the great old-fashioned chimney of 
the apartment. Here they found the unfortunate girl, 
seated, or rather couched like a hare upon its form— -her 
bead-gear dishevelled ; her night-clothes torn and dab- 
bled with blood,— her eyes glazed, and her features con- 
vulsed into a wild paroxysm of insanity. When she saw 
herself discovered, she gibbered, made mouths, and point- 
ed at them with her bloody fingers, with the frantic ges- 
tures of an exulting demoniac. 

Female assistance was now hastily summoned ; the un^ 
happy bride was overpowered, not without the use of some 
force. As they carried her over the threshold, she look- 
ed down, and uttered the only articulate words that she 
tiad yet spoken, saying, with a sort of grinning exultation, 
— " So, you have ta'en up your bonnie bridegroom V* 
Sbe was by the shuddering assistants conveyed to another 
and more retired apartment, where she was secured as her 
situatiofi required, and closely watched. The onuttecabie 
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HfHif oi thft p4ralt0«^dM Mrroi and c^nfiidbii bf M vAfb 
weM iii the eastlo— »tfae |||jt of cdnteildubg passi^oa be«* 
twean tbid friends of ti^ diffiHr^Dt j^atlicfsy |:iaaai<ns tog-* 
neDted by preWous inl^toperAnce, a4ir|ib$tr de^iipikiD* 

The surgeoo was tbeSrat wboi^buioed soakefthkig like 
a pBtieni bearing ; be prodaouftced tbat the wound of Buck^ 
kw, though serere and d^gerolis, Xvas by no taeaealiiiftlf^ 
btit might readily be Ireodered ^ by dieiwtbaLQce and hasty 
reitaoval* This silenced the otMoelroas j^rty of Bucklaw'i 
friendsi who bad previously insifited Ibac h6 ahoold at all 
ratea^ he tiransj^rted from the castle to the m^atesl of their 
hoosea* They stUl demanded, however, tfaal^ in.6oiiaid- 
eriltiondf what had happebed, four of their ntiibber sfaottid 
lienaio to watch over the sick-bed of theit fticiadi mmI 
that a suitable number ef their doroesilica, well armedi 
should also reriiaid in the caslle. Tbi^ oomdition beiig 
acceded tooa the part of Coloi&el Ashtoo. and his father, 
tbd rest df the bridegroom's friends left the casde, not- 
wi^standing the hour and the darkness of tlie liight. Tbe 
cii^es of the medical man we#e next employed in befaali 
of Miss Ashlon, whom be pronouoced to be in a very dan- 
gerous state. Fartbei' medical assistance was immediate- 
ly summoned* All night she remaiil^d delirioos. On 
the morning, she fell into a state of absolute insensibility. 
Tbe next evening, the physician said, would be the crisis 
of her malady. It proved so, for altibough she awoke 
from her trance with some appearance of calmness, and 
suffered her nightNclotbes to be changed, or put in order, 
yet so soon as she put her hand to her ne^k, as if to search 
for the fatal blue ribbon, a tide of recollections seemed to 
msb upon iier, which her niind and body were alike inea- 
pable df bearing* Convulsion fdbwed convulsion, till 
tbey cbsed in death, without her being abld tb utter a 
word eicpiknatory of the fatal scene. 

The provincial judge of the district arrived the day aftei 
the young lady had expired^ and executed, though wiih 
all possible delicacy to the afflicted fa^niiy the painful duty 
of inquiring iote this fatal ti'aniiactioD. But there oecur^ 
■id aotfaifig Id Jexplhui tbe general hypothecs, that tile 
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i)ndey In a sodden fit of insadlty, had stabbed ike Inrid^ 
^rooj^ at the threshold of the apartment, ^he fata) 

r weapon \ves found ia the chamber, smeared with blood, 
t was tbe same poniard which Henry should have worn 
on ; the wedding-day, and which his unhappy sister bad 
probably contrived to secrete on the preceding even- 
ing, when it had been shown to her among other articles 
of preparation for the wedding. 

The friends of Bucklaw expected that on his recov- 
ery he would throw some light upon this dark story, and 
eagerly pressed him with' inquiries, which for some time 
be evaded under pretext it v^eiifcaisi. When, however, 
he had been transported to his own house, and was con- 
adered as in a stdte of convalescence^, fa^ aissembled those 
persons, both male and female, who had considered them- 
selves as entitled to press him on this subject, and return- 
ed them thanks for 4h« interest ibey bad exhibited in his 
behalf, and their offers of adherenoe and sif|toort. *^ I 
wish you all,*' he said, ^' my frfetids, to understand, how- 
ever, that I have neither story to tell, nor injuries to avenge. 
If a lady shall question me henceforward upon the inci- 
dents of that unhappy night, I shall remain silent, and y^ 
future consider her as one who has shown herself desirous 
to break off her friendship with me ; in a word, I will 
never speak^tp her again. But if a gentleman shall ask 
me the same question, I shall regard the incivility as equiv- 
alent to an invitation to meet him in the Duke's Walk,^iind 
t expect that he will rule himself accordingly.'* 

A declaration so decisive admitted no commentary ; 
and it was ;soon after seen that 6ucklaw had arisen frooi 
Ae bed of sickness a sadder ahd a wiser man than he 
had hitherto shown himself. He disitiissed Craigengeh 
from bis^ society, but not without such a provision as, if 
well employed, might secure him against indigence, and 
against temptatipQ. 

Buckiaw afterwards went abroad, and never returned 
to Scotland ; nor was he knpwn ever to hint at the cir- 
cumstances attending his Jfatal marriage* By many rea^ 
ders this may be deemed overstrained, romantic, and 
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composed by the wild iroagioatioQ of an author, desirous 
of gratifying the popular appetite for the horrible ; but 
those who are read in the private family history of Scot- 
land during the period in which the scene is laid, will 
readily discover, through the disguise of borrowed names 
and added incidents, the leading particulars of an ower 

TRUX TALB. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Wliote mind's so marbled, and bis beart n bard. 
That would not, when this huge mishap was beard, 
To th' utmost note of sorrow set their song, 
To see a gallant, with so great a grace, 
So suddenly untbought eo, ao o'^enbniwn, • 
Andao to perish, in so poor a plaee, 
B^ too rash riding in a ground unknown! 

Poem, m Nitbet's Heraldry, VuL Il\ 

We have anticipated the course of time to mention 
Bucklaw's recovery and fate, that we might not interrupt 
the detail of events which succeeded the funeral of the 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy ceremony 
was performed in the misty dawn of an autumnal morn- 
ing, with such moderate attendance and ceremony as 
could not possibly be dispensed with. A very few of the 
nearest relations attended her body to the same church- 
yard to which she had so lately been led as a bride, with 
as little free will, perhaps, as could be now testified by 
her lifeless and passive remains. An aisle adjacent 
to the church had been fitted up by Sir William Ashton 
as a family cemetery ; and here, in a coflSo bearing 
neither name nor date, were consigned to dust the remains 
of what was once lovely, beautiful, and innocent, though 
exasperated to frenzy by a long tract of unremitting 
persecution. While the mourners were busy m the vault, 
the three viHage hags, who,, notwithstanding the unwonted 



TttS BBIDS Ot LAlilfEUCOOB. 



4b 



• • • 

earliness of die hour, had snuffed the carrion like yultures, 
were seated on the ** through-stane," and engaged in their 
wonted unhallowed conference. 

** Did not I say/' said dame Gourlay, ** that the braw 
bridal would be followed by as braw a funeral V* 

" I think," answered dame Winnie, " there's little bra- 
very at it ; neither meat nor drink, and just a wheen silver 
tippences to the poor folk ; it was little worth while to 
come sae far road for sae sraa' profit, and us sae frail." 

" Out, wretch !" replied dame Gourlay, " can a' the 
dainties they could gie us be half sae sweet as this hour's 
vengeance i There they are that were capering on their 
prancing nags four days since, and they are now ganging 
as dreigh and sober as oursells the day. They were a' 
glistening wi' gowd and silver — they're now as black as 
the crook. And Miss Lucy Ashton, that grudged whes 
an honest woman came near her, a taed may sit on her 
coffin the day, and she can never scunner when he croaks. 
And Lady Ashton has hell-fire burning in her breast by 
this time ; and Sir William, wi' his gibbets, and his fag- 
gots, and his chains, how likes he the witcheries of his ain 
dwelling-house ?" 

** And is it true, then," mumbled the paralytic wretch^ 
** that the bride was trailed out of her bed and up the 
chimley by evil spirits, and that the bridegroom's face was 
wrung round ahint him 9" 

*< Ye needna care wha did it, or how it was done," said 
Ailsie Gourlay ; ** but I'll tiphaud it for nae sticket^job, 
and that the lairds and ladies ken weel diis day." 

" And was it true," said Annie Winnie, " sin ye ken 
sae mickle about it, that the picture of auld Sir Malisa 
Ravenswood came down on the ha' floori and led out the 
brawl before them a' ?" 

" Na," said Ailsie ; *< but into the ha' came the picture 
—and I ken weel how it came there — to gie them a warn- 
ing that pride would get a fa'. But there's as queer a 
ploy, cummers, ad dny o' thae, that's gaun on even now 
m the burial vault yonder — ye saw twal' mourners, wV 
crape and cloke, giang down the steps pair and pair ?" 






^ 'Wh^i «iKHiM «il ofl 10 see them 1** m^ ^ one d14 
Womaq. 

'^ I counted tbem," said the otherj with the eaj^eniesif 
of a person V> lybom the spectacle bad adorfied too, fnuch 
interest to be viewed with indifference* 

" But ye did not see,^^ said Ailsie^ exulting in ^ef su- 

Serior observation;^ ^^ that there's a thirteenth anii^ng; them 
lat they ken naefihing about ; and, if auJd freets sav true, 
tbare^s ane o' that company t^at^l no be lao^ tor this 
warU. Bg| come awSf cummers ; if we bide here^ I'se 
warrant we get the wyteo' whatever ill conies of it || and 
that gude ^ill come of it pane o' tbeni p^4 ever thinly 
to see.^ 

And thusr croaking lilce the ravens when they anticipate 
pestilence, the ill-boding ^^^^ ^^N^^? fi^o"^^^ ^k^^^" 

)n. fact, the mourners^ when the service qf interipen^ 
was ended, (discovered that there was amone theip, .^e 
more than the invited number, and the remafk was conv 
municated in whispers to each other. Thp suspiciop fel^ 
upon a figure, which, mu^ed in the same deep ipournin^ 
with tne others, was reclined, almost in ^. state of insen- 
si|>ility, against one -pf the pillavs of the sepulchral vi^ult* 
The relatives qf the Ashton family were expressing, ia 
whisper^ their surprise and displeasure at the intrusioOi^ 
wheii they were interrupted by Colonel Ashton, who, in 
bis father's absence, acted as principal mourner. . ^^ I 
KooWf'' he saici in a whisper, *' ^ho this person fs y \^t 
has, or ^hall soon have, as deep cpuse of mourning af our- 
selyes — l^ayp me to deal with him, and do not disturb the 
cerea>ony bjr unnecessarv exposure." So saying, he 
separated himself from the group of his relations, an4 
taking the unknown mourner by the cloak, be said tphini^ 
in a tone of suppressed emotion, " Follow me." - , 

The stranger, as if starting from a trance at tbf sound 
of his voice, mechanically obeyed, and they ascended th^ 
broken ruinous stair which led from the sepulchre into 
the church-yard. The other mourners followed, but ret 
mained ^roijped to|ether at the door of the vai^lt, watch- 






t% HMtHmilf .Mb oedomi of CdhmA AAta «mI ihe 
stranger, who now appeared to be in ekuHl confeyeooft 
braeaih tbe abad^ af a yKiwHtae^ia ib» mo^t raittotet part 
iMf the bviiaKpouadL 

To this sequesltirad qwA CoIqmj Mh$fm hid guided 
Ibe stfabssr, and tbao, turoiiig roond^addrjeasisd hm iaa 
fljfoni aad oompoaed loaarr^^ 1 caonot doubt tb^ I speak 
to the Master of Ravenswood 9" No answer wa^ retarih^ 
ed: . V I cannot doubt/' ireaumad tha Cok>ttQl» tr^mlbKng 
fntik rising pi^akoi '^ thM I »paak to thi» murderer of my 
akter?" 

f* You baTti named me but too truly," s^id lUv^aswood^ 
Vi t boJfciir and ifeiiiiibua Yoice* 

*^ If you re)>€ii «bat yem bare dime, -' «|iid tlie CoIqui^I* 
*''MtmyyQW pBMtenee ai^il you bafdra QqA ; wiib me it 
shall seiivie poo notbiog. Hera,^' be aii()»givh)g a paper* 
Mil Ae^ baeasiMrfe idf my ilwfir4» imd a ipQmQraadMm of 
tbe time and place of meetiug. Sun**!!??, t^mormiirr. 
motoingt on ^baXrtika to tb^ a<i9t of Wptriirlloip^." 

- The Maai^ of Rlivetnawood hield. the ppp^er m hk hiAdt 
Md aeeted jnre^vtew At length he flpol^— " Gq iy>(f" 
be faid, *^ utge to farther desparaijai a wretch wbQ i| 
ahreaidy dea|peniB« Kojjoy your life white you. ^mii ^qd 
Ipi. me* seek aqr dei^b Arom anolhefi" 

H That yoij atver, never dbaR !" ^^id Ooi^lfts A^btooA 
**\<t$ $hM diet hy biy hand, or ypM $b»li qomiple^, tl^ rMwt 
of my fwttily bjy tafcibg aiy life* If yoQ refq^e n^ opei^ 
cballeiiBe, tibiere iano bd^aatagfl 1 wit) pot tf^k^ of ypif i no 
UnHgokf wttb'MMi I mil Dofc lqa# yoiii 9atiA ^ yery 
Haoie of EUvieiisaNlqd shall bfi tb« 9ig9 ^ ev^eKything that 
iff dtahoMtrablei ak it k akeady of eU ih^t. w vill^ni^,'- 

f^ That it ib^tt ««ver he," md B^ymm^t i^pcely i 
^ if < to tbe W^ Ivho tmrnt bear it, I pwe is ip t^se WW. 
edae owned H9 ihaf tbe oamtf ih$}l be ^^^tii^mhef) wi^ 
eat infamy. I accept your aball^ngej timet ^pd. plaf ^ of 
aseetiAg. We aseet> I prssumt , alope ?" 

^^ Akioa^ we meet," aaid Colonel Aahtoo, *^ apd a}qpei 
i!(iU tbe Burataor of ue retmo bom il)M pl<if)e q( reP*- 
dezvous." 
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** Tbeo Ood lwf« mercy on ibe KHri of fann wfaa^f^ 
said RaveDswood* 

<* So be it !" said Cdonel Ashtoo ; ^* so far can my 
charity reach even for the man I hate most deadly, and 
with the deepest reason. N^tm, break off, for we shall 
be interrupted. The links by the sea*shore to the east 
of Woirs-hope — the hour stm-rise^^oor swords our only 
weapons.*' 

** Enough/' said the Master ; ** 1 will not fail you." 

They separated ; Colonel Ashton jonn&g the rest of 
the mourners, and the Master of Ravenswood taknig hts 
horse, which was tied, to a tree behind the ehuroh. Col- 
onel Ashton returned to the castle with the funeral guests^ 
but found a pretext for detaching himself from thmi in 
the evening, when, changing his dress lo a riding-habnt; 
he ipde to Wolfs-hope that night,^ and took up his abode 
in the little inn, in order that he might be ready Ibr his 
rendezvous in die morning. 

It is not known how the Master ^of Ravenswood dis«' 
posed of the rest of that unhappy day. Late at night, 
however, be arrived at Wolf's Crag, and aroui^ bis old 
domestic, Caleb Balderstone, who had ceased to 'expeet 
his return. Confused and flying rumours of the late trag- 
ical death of Miss Ashton, and of its mysterious causfr, 
had already reafched the old man^ who was fiHed with the 
utmost anxiety, on account of the probable efiect these 
events might pit>duce upon the. mind c( his nrmster. 

The conduct of Ravenswood did not alleviaie 
his apprehensions. To the butler's trembling enlreati^ 
that he would take some refreshment, be at first returned 
no answer, and then iBuddenly and fiercely demanding 
wine, he drank, contrary to his habits, la very larj^e draught. 
Seeing that his master would eat nothii^, the old roan 
afiectionately entreated that he would permK him to light 
him to bis chamber. It was not until the request was> 
three or four times repeated, that Ravenswood made a 
mute sign of cfemplrance. But when Balderslooe' con- 
ducted him to an apstirtinent which had been oomfeitably 
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fitted up, and which, siooe bis reluro, be bad iisualy oc« 
cupied, Ravenswood stopped short on the threshold. 

** Not here,'' said he, sternly ; " show me the room in 
which my father died ; the room in which she slept the 
night they were at the castle." 

^^ Who, sir 9" said Caleb, too terrified to preserrc his 
presence of mind." 

*' She^ Lucy Ashton 1^-would you kill me, old maOf 
by forcing me to repeat her name ?" 

Caleb would have said something of the disrepair of 
the chamber, but was silenced by the irritable impatience 
which was expressed in his master's countenance ; he 
lighted the way^ trembling and in silence, placed the lamp 
on the table of 'the deserted room, and was about to at^ 
tempt some arrangement of the bed, when his master bid 
bim begone in a tone that admitted of no delay. The 
old man retired, not to rest, but to prayer ; and from 
time to time crept to the door of the apartment^ in order 
to find out whether Ravenswood had gone to repose. 
His measured heavy step upon the floor was only inter- 
rupted by deep groans ; and the repeated stamps of the 
heel of his heavy boot, intimated too clearly, that the 
wretched inmate was abandoning himself at such momenu 
to paroxysms of uncontrolled agony. The old maA 
thought that the morning, for which he longed, would 
never have dawned ; but time, whose course rolls on 
with equal current, however it may seem more rapid or 
more slow to mortal apprehension, brought the dawn at 
last, and spread a ruddy light on the broad verge of the 
glistening ocean. It was early ip November, and the 
weather was serene for the season of the year. But an 
easterly wind had prevailed during the night, and the ad- 
vancing tide rolled nearer than usual to the foot, of the 
crags on which the castle was founded. 

Witb the first peep of light, Caleb Balderstoae again 
resorted, to the door of Ravenswood's sleeping apartment ; 
through a chink of which he observed bim engaged in 
pieasjurmg the length of two or three swords which lay 
in a eloaet adjoining to the apartment. He muttered tq 
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bimsclf, as be selected one of these weapMs^ *^ It l9 
shorter— let him have thb advantage as he tms ewttf 
kher.** 

Caleb Baldisrstoiie ktiew too well, from wbai b^ whf-' 
nessed, upon wl^at entorprize his masrteir #as bound, and 
bow vain^ all interference on hb part must n^eessarify^ 
prove. He had but time to retreat froo^ the door , s^ 
nearly was he snrprise^ by biisr master suddisnly coming^ 
out, and descending to tte stables. The failfh&f d6^eS- 
tic followed, and from the iRshevelled appe^rancfe of ^is 
master's dress, and his^ ghastly looks, was eonftm^M 
m his conjecture that he had passed the night ivithoiil 
sleep or repose. He found him busShr ei!rgaged h» 
f addSng bis horse, a service from which Caleb, though 
with faltering voice and trembling hands, offered to 
relieve, hhn. Ravenswood rejected hii assistance by a 
fnute sign, and having led the animal imx) the cpoi% v^ 
just about to mount him, wben the old domestic'^!! fealr 
giving lyay to the strong attachment which was l!he prin- 
crpal passion of hts mmd; he flung himself suddenly at 
Ravenswood's feet, and clasped hfs knees, while he at^^ 
chimed, <^ Oh, sir ! oh, master i krll me if you wiH, b^ 
do not go out on this dc^tffbl errahd f O! m^ d^ar 
Aiaster, ^ait but this day— the Mar<)(its bf A" < "' * edin<§)!f 
to-morrow, and a* will be rcmediedl^ ' 

** You have no longer a ittaster, Caleb," SaW Rat^ns^ 
Wood, endeavouring to extricate himseir; ^* Why, old 
man, would you 6\mg to a fkllKng tower 9** 

^ jf)ut I have a master,^ cried Caleb, sA} hdding h%tt 
frist, <* while the heir of RavenSwood breathes. I am hnk 
B servant ; but I was born ytmr faiher^s—yoinr grandfath- 
er's servant-*-! wits bortt for the femily— I have li^edib^ 
tfaem^— I would die ibr ih^rts !-^Stay bttl at'home, Mi M 
will be well!" - 

•♦ WeU, fool J ^ell ?" said RaVenj(#ood ; «^ viin old 
man, nothing hereafter in fifo will be we^ with me, antf 
happiest fs ttie hour that shall ^oonek t^losi^ kV^ 

So sayilig, he extricated hmiself ih>nni the M t»§ti^ 
6ol(l, threw himself on his horSe, asd rode our at iti^ 
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gat^ I iMJt iiiMMdy taraipg te^k, he thfeur tcMvardt CaMbi 
who hastened to meet him, a heavy purse of gold. 

^ Caleb!'* he said, with a ghasdy smile, ^^ I makeyov 
itiy exeeutor f* and again turaitig hb bridle, he resumed 
his course dow« the hill. . . 

The gold fell unheed^ on (be pavement, fi>r< the old 
man ran to observe the course which was taken hj hit 
master, who turned to the left down a small and brokew 
path, which gained the sea-shore thioug^ a cleft in the 
rock, and led to a sort of cove, where, in former timea, tlicr 
boats of the easde were wont to be moored* Observing 
Urn lalce this course, Caleb hastened to the eaetem baideM 
naent, ^ich oommandedcbr prospect of die whole sapda,. 
very near as (ar as the viHage of Wolf s-hope* He.cooid. 
easily ftee hit master riding in that directioo, at fast aa 
the horse could carry him. . The pvophecy at ooeenfah^^ 
ed cm Batderstooe's mind, that the Lord of Ratensiweod 
should perish on the Kelpie's Fk>w, whioh lay half way> 
betwixt the tower and the linkfr or sand*4cnoHs, to the 
northward of WolTs-bope. He saw him acoordhig^ 
reach the fatal spot, but he never saw him pass fitt'dfeer^ 

Colonel Asbtofl, frantic for revenge, was already itt 
the field, pacing the turf with eagerness, and h>ohing wilh 
impatience towards the tewer for the arrival of his an«- 
tagonist The sun had now risen, and showed its btoad 
di^k above the eastern sea, so that h^ could easily discern 
the ht^raeman who rode towards him with speed which 
argued impatience eiqtta) to bra own. At once the figutw 
became invisible, as if it had melted into the aiv. He 
rubbed his eyes, as i^ he had witn^sed an appafitiKM^ 
and then hastened to the spot, near which he #aa nfi^t by> 
Balderstone, who came from the oppbsite diree^on. No 
n<ace whatever of horse or rider could be discerned $ if 
only appeared, that the late winda afnd high tidefr ha<l 
greatly extended the usna-i bounds of the (juioksand, and 
that the unfortunate horseman, as appeared (r6m tbd 
hoof-'tracks, in hts precipitated haste, bad not attended W 
keep on the firm sands on the fool of the rock, but had 
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ttikbia the shortest snd most daogerous course. Que oo- 

\y vestige of his fate appeared. A large sablo feather 
bad been detached from bis bat, and the rippling waves 
of tlie rising tide wafted it to Caleb's feet. The old 
man took it up, dried it, and placed it in bis bosom. 

The inhabitaots of WolPs-bope were now alarmed, 
and crowded to the place, some on shore, and some io 
boats, hot their search availed nothing. The tenacious 
depths of the quicksand, as is usual in such cases, re- 
tained its prey. 

Our tale draws to a condusioo. The Marquis of 
A , alarmed at the frightful reports that were cur* 
rent, and anxious for his kinsioan's safety, arrived on the 
subsequent day to mourn bis loss ; and, after renewing ia 
▼ain a search for the body, returned to forget what bad 
happened amid the bustle of politics and state affairs. 

Not so Caleb Balderstone. If worldly profit could have 
consoled the old man, his age was better provided for than 
his earlier years had ever been ; but life had lost to hioi 
its salt and its savour. His whole course of ideas, his 
feelings, whether of pride or of apprehension, of pleasure 
or of pain« had all arisen from his close connection with 
the family which was now extinguished. He Leld up his 
bead no longer — forsook all bis usual haunts and occupa- 
tions, and seemed only to find pleasure in moping about 
tbose apartments in the old castle, which the Master of 
Ravenswood bad last inhabited. He ate without refresh* 
ment, and sltynbered without repose ; and, with a fidelity 
sometimes displayed by the canine race, but seldom by 
human beings, he pined and died within a year after the 
catastrophe which we have narrated. 

The family of Ashton did not long survive that ot 
Kavenswood. Sir William Ashton outlived his eldest 
$Qq, the Colonel, who was slain in a duel in Flanders ; 
and Henry, by whom he was succeeded, died unmarried. 
Lady Ashton lived to the verge of extreme old age, the 
only survivor of the group of unhappy persons, whose 
fnisfortunes were owing to her implacability. That she 
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might iDterDally feel a>mpunction, and reconcile herself 
with heaven whom she had offended, we will not, and we 
dare not, deny ; but to those around her, she did not 
evince the slightest symptom either of repentance or re- 
morse. In all external appearance, she bore the same 
bold, haughty, unbending character, which she had dis- 
played before these unhappy events. A splendid marble 
monument records her name, title, and virtues, while her 
victims remain undistinguished by tomb or epitaph. 
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iNT&O0UCn^ION 

TO 

THB R£T1SSI> BDITION, 



Tfle Leoenjd of Montrosb was written chiefly with 
ft view to piaoe before the reader the melancholy fate oi 
John Lord KiJpont, eldest soo of William luarl of Airtli 
and Menteith, and the singular circumsiauces attending 
the bii'th and history of James Stewart of Ardvoirlich, 
by whose hand the unfortunate nobleman fell. 

Our subject leads us to talk of deadly feuds, and we 
must begin with one still more ancient than that to which 
our story relates. During the reign of James i V., a great 
feud between the powerful families of Drunimond and 
Murray divided Perthshire. The former, being tlie most 
numerous and powerful, cooped up eight score of the 
Murrays in the kirk of Monivaird, and set fire to it. The 
wives and the children of the ill-fated men, who had also 
ibund shelter in the church, perished by the same confia* 
gratiOD.* One man, named David Murray, escaped by 
the humanity of one of the Drummonds, who received 
him in bis arms as he leaped from amongst the flames. 
As King James IV. ruled with more activity than most 
of his predecessors, this cruel deed was severely reveng- 
ed, and several of the perpetrators were beheaded at 
Stirling. In consequence of the prosecution against his 
clan, the Drummond by whose assistance David Murray 
had escaped,^ fled to Ireland, until, by means of the per- 
son whose life lie had saved, he was permitted to return 
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to ScotlaDdi where he and his descendants were distin- 
guished hfi IN $agM of Dri]|i|i»o4d-Eiriniob^ pf I^och, 
that is, Drumoiond of Ireland ; and the same title was 
bestowed on their estate.- 

The Druminond-ernoch of James the Sixth^s time was 
a king's forester in the fewest of Oleiiartney, and chanced 
to be employed there in search of venison about the year 
1588, or early in 1589. This forest was adjacent to the 
chief haunts of the MaoGiegvra, oe a ]N»iticular race of 
them, known by the title of MacEagh, or Children of the 
Mist. They considered the forester's hunting in their 
vicinity as an aggression, or perhaps they had him at feud, 
kte the appreh^rioa or slaughter «f some of lUeir own 
Aame, or for some stmiiar reasan. This tribe of Mac^^ 
Gf^gors wer^ outlawed and persecuted, as the readet 
may see in tl>e introduction to Rob Roy ; and every 
Hwa's hand being against them, their head wae of coui*.je 
directed agamst every man. In short, they surprised and 
slew i>run)mond-eruoch, cut dff his head, ami cf..Tied it 
with Ihem^, wrapt in the oortier of one of their pfatidd* 

id the h\\ eituhatiofi of vengeaiiee,^ they slopped at tiw 
housed of Ardv^trliob and den»aoded irefreshment, wUeh 
fhe lady, a silter of the murdered Drurfomond'^enKiolit 
(her husbuad being absent,) was afraid or unwilling «» 
refuse. 6bd caused bresd and cheese to be placed b^ 
fore tbeln, vad gave directioae for more subitliofiai re* 
fresbineacs to be prepared. Wbike she vms abseat wkh 
tbis btispitable iirt^ntioAi the barbariaaa placed the fated 
^ her tnrother on the table, filling the mouth widi bread' 
and chtesd, and bidding him eat, for many a meriy maal 
be had eaten in that baase. 

The peor wotnavi reituniihgj and beholding this drabd^ 
Jbl sight, shrieked aldod, abd Aed iii«D the woods, where,' 
Ms described hi the romance, she roamed a raving maniae, 
and for some ttme secreted herself from all living society. 
Some remaining instinctive fediag brought ber at lengtb 
to ateal a ghmce fipm a distance at the maidens wbila 
they milked the cows, which being observed, her husband, 



AfJNblHt^li, HM'fae¥ cMt^^ mclkiA H^b&htk, iMie- 
tBin^d her tbe^ liU ijilife gkVe biHfr tb -ittmi, ^ 4v«bfii 
sh<r blid b^^ p^^^i^t ; kR^ Vi^M&ti ^h^ i^^ o6b^i^^ 
gradii^llj^ to riscover W tn^dtal fii^Ulti^^. 

Bfeiiiafvtiile the btithvv*^ had cari^i^ to the v/ishom ^M» 
instAti a^rfi^ the r^^l iabthoi'ityj #litch iild^ed, tti txtt-*^ 
cised, itiej had Hitle ftsa^n fbr reap^(5tii%. ThiBy hbm 
th^ sdiiie blbodj tropby, Which tb^y faf^d ^ iflragdy tex*^ 
bjbited to the lady of Ardvoirlich, luto the old cJiurt^b ot 
Bklqtridder^ hektrtf in Ih^ centre 6f ih(Aii cbiintry, inhere 
the Litii^-d ot MacCiregok- and all fiia 6ia«» bieif^ ^db^ewM 
foi'lOie pftrrpose, \m ihrir h&nds 9iicce^j»¥tijr to tb« dead 
niah^ he^d, tind swofe, ib heathenislh dbd btlrbdKkl^ thhA^ 
ntr^ to defehd tb^ kulhor bf tbe de^d. 'tiAk fiefcd rind 
vindictrre coiiibiimtiongave the amhor's kite ind tanidiit* 
ed fKendj Sk Alexander Bos^ell, Bart., 6iilgect (6t H 
spirited poetti, entitled ** Clan-AIpin'd Vow,*' wbicli wiw 
prfnted, btit not, I beltelire, poWi^hed, fo 1811.* 

The fact h ascertained by a proeiamatioh frotn the 
privy Councfl, dated 4th Febraary, 1589, directidg let*- 
lers cif fire and sword Against the Mac(3regors.f Thw' 
fearfot comtiirssion was executed with uncohiinon ftiry. 
Tbe late excellent John Bnchanan of Canibusmoie ^how* 
ed tbe author some corresj36ndence between his ancestor, 
the Laird 6f Bocbandnj and Ldrd Drummond, aboiil 
sweeping certUn valleys ^kb- their fdlloi^'ers, oo af fixed- 
time and inendt^zvous, tind '* ta4(ing ^weet revenge (or ti^e 
death of their cousin, Dromtndtid-ei'noeh." In ^piie of 
aH, however, that could be done, tbe devoted tribe of 
MacGregor still bred tip sutVivorl^ to su^aib and vb infliti 
new eniehtea iind lA^nrias.l 

* tieS'iiptieBdi* No. I. 

f See Appendix No. II. 

J I embrace the opportunity given me hy ii second meation bf tWi IJj^'. 
to notice an error, wmrh imputes to an individual named Oial* Miofcf Mat*' 
Gregor, ibe slaughter of the siMdeiits at tbe battle of Gl^nfiniu. lam in* 
formed from the authority of John (tregtjrson, Esq., ihat Ihc chi^aiiiri ttf 
oamc^ was dead nearly a century before tbe bailee in qd^siiMi, ftAd«<fill4 
not, Uienifom, b|«e done the criwl »«»5on meniioued. JJS!j,"Ji*^?J2*22 
r«*! **^ih Qie,a8 1 disclaimed bemg responRibie for the trAfflnoo wmwi^tfcwia 




. MeaawhSe y wog JtmeB Stewart of Axdwnrlieb grew 
up to.iQQUibood UQCommoDly tall, stropg, aad activci with 
such power ia. the grasp of his hand in particular, as could 
force the blood frooi beneath the nails of the persons who 
oooteiKled with him in this feat of strength. His temper 
was moody, fierce, and irascible ; yet he must have bad 
some ostensible good qualities, as he was greatly beloved 
by Lord Kilpont, the eldest son of the Earl of Airtb and 
Menteith. 

This gallant young nobleman joined Montrose in the 
setting up his standard in 1644, just before the decisive 
battle at Tippermuir, on the 1st September in that year 
At that time, Stewart of Ardvoirlich shared the confidence 
of the young Lord by day, and his bed by night, when, 
about four or five days after the battle, Ardvoirlich, either 
from a fit of sudden fury or deep malice long entertained 
against bis unsuspecting friend, stabbed Lord Kilpont to 
the heart, and escaped from the camp of Montrose, having 
killed a sentinel who attempted to detain him. Bishop 
Guthrie gives as a reason for this villanous action, that 
Lord Kilpont had rejected with abhorrence a proposal of 
Ardvoirlich to assassinate Montrose. But it does not ap- 
pear that there is any authority for this charge, which 
rests on mere suspicion. Ardvoirlich, the assassin, cer- 
tainly did fiy to the Covenanters, and was employed 
a^d promoted by them. He obtained a pardon for the 
slaughter of Lord .Kilpont, confirmed by Parliament in 
1644, and was made Major of Argyle's regiment in 1648« 

m^mm~^-^-^^ 1 , «l I II III 11 ^.-^—^1 I . II. 

it* bat wiib vulf ar fame, which is always disposed to ascribe remarkable ae 
tions to a remarkable name.-~See the erroneous passage, Rob Roy, Vol. 1. 
Introductioo, p. 10 $ aod so soft sleep the ofiisttded pbi^lom ol' liiigmld Ui«r 
Mohr. 

It is with mingled pleasure and tthame that I record the more important er- 
roTf of having announced as deceased niy learned acouaiatanoe, tM B»r. Dr. 
Grabame, mmisler of Aberfotl.— See Rob Roj^, Vol. 11.^ p. 106. I cannot 
now recdiect the precise eroiind of my depriving my learned and excellent 
mend of his existence, un^ss, like Mr. Kirke, his predecessor in the parish, 
the excellent I>oclor had made a short trip to Fairyland, with whose wonders 
be is so well acquainted. But however I may have been misled, mv rep^t 
!$■ most sincere ibr having spread such a rumour ; and no one can be more 
giratified than I that the report, however 1 have been induced to credit and 
pvm it earreacy, is a false one, and that. Dr. Grafaame is stiH the Wv'mg pastor 
«!' AbMfoilffor the delight and iostractioa of his broiher aotiquariat. 
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Such are tbe facts of the tale, here given as a Legend of 
Montrose's wars. The reader will find they are consid- 
erably altered in the fictitious narrative. ^ 

The author has endeavoured to enliven the tragedy of 
the tale by the introduction of a personage proper to the 
time and country. In this he has been held by excellent 
judges to have been in some degree successful. The 
contempt of commerce entertained by young men having 
some pretence to gentility, the poverty of the country oi 
Scotland, the national disposition to wandering and to ad- 
venture, all conduced to lead the Scots abroad into the 
military service of countries which were at war with each 
other. They were distinguished on the Continent by 
their bravery ; but in adopting the trade of mercenary 
soldiers, they necessarily injured their national character. 
The tincture of learning, which most of them possessed, 
degenerated into pedantry ; their good breeding became 
mere ceremonial ; their fear of dishonour no longer kept 
them aloof from that which was really unworthy, but was 
made to depend on certain punctilious observances totally 
apart from that which was in itself deserving of praise. 
A cavalier of honour, in search of his fortune, might, for 
example, change his service as he would his shirt, fight, 
like the doughty Captain Dulgetty, in one cause after an- 
other, without regard to the justice of the quarrel, and 
might plunder the peasantry subjected to him by the fate 
of war with tbe most unrelenting rapacity ; but he must 
beware how he sustained the slightest reproach, even from 
a clergyman, if it had regard to neglect on the score of 
duty. The following occurrence will prove the truth ot 
what I mean : — 

*' Here I must not forget the memory of one preacher. 
Master William Forhesse, a preacher for souldiers, yea, 
and a captaine in neede to leade souldiers on a good oc- 
casion, being full of courage, with discretion and good 
conduct, beyond some captaines 1 have knowne, that 
wore not so capable as he. At this time he not onely 
prayed for us, but went on with us, to remarke, as I thinke, 
iU(?o^9 f ^riajg^e i and baving found a sergeant neglecting 



bis dutie and bis bonour at Bucb a time^ (whose name 1 
will not expresse,) haviag chidden him, did promise to 
reveale him uato tnei as he did after their service. TbQ 
-sergjeant being* called before me, and accused, did deny 
bis accusation, alleagin^, if he were np pastour that bad 
alleaged it, be would not lie under the injury. The 
preacher offered to fight with him, [in proof J that it was 
truth be had spoken of liim ; whereupon I cashiered the 
sergeant, and gave bis place to a worthier, called Mungo 
Gray, a gentleman of good worth, aod of much courage. 
The sergeant being cashiered, never called Master Wil- 
liam to account, for which he was evill thought of ; so 
that he retired home, and quit the warres." 

The above quotation is taken from a work which th^ 
author repeatedly consulted while composing the follow- 
ing sheets, and which is in great measure written in the 
humour of Captain Dugald Dalgetty. It bears the follow- 
ing formidable title : — '' Monao his Expedition with the 
wortliy Scots Regiment, called MacKeye's Regiment, 
levied in August 1626, by Sir Donald MacKeye Lord 
Rees Colonel, for his Majestie's service of Denmark, and 
reduced after the battle of Nerling, in September 1 634, 
at Wormes, in the Paiz : Discharged ia several duties 
and observations of service, first, under the magnanimous 
King of Denmark, during bis wars against the Empire ; 
afterwards under the invincible King of Sweden, during 
bis Majestie's lifetime ; and since under the Director- 
General, the Rex-Chancelk>r Oxensterne, and his Gene* 
•rals : Collected and gathered together, at spare hours, 
by Colonel Robert Monro, as First Lieutenant under the 
said Regiment, to the noble and worthy Captain Tboma 
MacKenzie of Kildon, brother to the noble Lord, the 
Lord Earl of Seaforth, for the use of aU nobie Cavaliers 
Favouring the laudable profession of arms. To which is 
annexed, the Abridgement of Exercise, and divers Prac- 
tical Observations ibr the Younger Officer, his considera- 
tion. Ending with the Soldier^ Meditations on going on 
Service*'' — London, 1637. 



A Mgcioi of mohtbosb. m 

Another wordiy of the same school, and oearlj tbe 
^ame views of tbe military character, is Sir James Tur^ 
ner, a soldier of fortune, who rose to considerable rank 
in tbe reign of Charies II., had a command in GraOowaj 
and Dumfries-shire, for the suppression of conventicles, 
and was made prisoner by the insurgent Covenanters in' 
that rising which was followed by the battle of Pentland. 
Sir James is a person even of superior pretensions to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Monro, having written a Military 
Treatise on the Pifce-Exercise, called ** Pallas Armata." 
Moreover, he was educated at Glasgow College, though' 
he escaped to become an Ensign in the German wars, 
instead of taking his degree of Master of Arts at that 
learned seminary. 

* In latter times, he was author of several discourses on 
historical and literary subjects, from which the Bannatyne 
CInb have extracted and printed such passages as concern 
his Life and Times, under tbe title of ^* Sir James Tur* 
ner's Memoirs." From this curious book I extract the 
Mlowing passage, as an example of bow Captain Dalgei- 
ty might have recorded such an incident had he kept a 
journal, or, to give it a more just character, it is such as 
the genius of De Foe would have devised, to give the 
minute and distinguishing features of truth to a fictitious 
narrative:— 

** Heere 1 will set doun ane accident befell me ; for 
fbogh it was not a very strange one, yet it w*s a ve^ od 
one in all its parts. My tuo brigads lay in a village wiih-^ 
in halfe a mile of Applebie ; my own quarter was in a 
gentleman^s bouse, wh6 was a Ritmaster, and at that time 
with Sir Marmaduke ; his mfe keepd h^r chamber readie 
to be brought to bed. The castle being over, and Lam** 
bert farre enough, I resolved to goe to bed ev^rie night, 
haveing had fatigue enough before. Tbe first night I 
sleepd well enough ; and riseing nixt morning, I misd one 
finnen stockine, one half silke one, and one boothose, the 
iccdustrement under a boote for one leg ; neither could 
they be found for any search. Being provided of more 

& %d VOL. II. 



HPg ioMpA mra^lifl just ^ uaf c) ] mmffg t)M ^tu^ siof ^rt 

ios, for <wfi J?g P(iU^ UJ^ ptbejr ibcep b?v!« teft iniirci n 

tfeey Wfir^ tfee d^x before. A ^arrpver ^eni^pb tj)^ iim 

^f^ m^m^^ hot v^finboiit ^vipf^^m- I hf <J j^«t ii>, m^Gf:^^ 

99« P»OT ^ Y^Mft ^QcSiiossi apcl <i pg|r« cff bpptJ^p^ 
mro^ffir then (bfl fwna^r- The#p I pu^ qq ^.\^, Tfe^ 

^ wti^ left mf. It wft^tjipft bni m§ tb^^ #14 «w «»rr 

y;»pte. tpp, tp imgin? iti n\m h§ rat* that bft^ ^b^V^ JW 
^topkjoa 80 iijeqwWei Vfith n>^. 5 and tbi§ fhf^ q^Utr^sA pl 
the house knew well enough, out wold ^^t t^U 14 liq^ 
The rwwc^ vbi^b wai| a Ip^ i^kHir) beii^g v?l)' Wa«*h- 
^ wiA copidlRSfc (b^ top of «ny gf eat bPf4bp^ yas fptifj^ 
9t a M^i in wbicb tV^y had <i^%i^pe ^U the wty I W<9PI 
abriopd 91^4 qrderd the, bpwd^ tp be r^isfd, tq s^ jip^ 
t^ tm bad di^poped of ipy {fkpy^Ws. Tb« Ws|f^9«i 
si^nt ' 0. ^erv^nt C^ b?r oupp tp b^ pi^Qsent at tbia ^^MRn 
Vhicb she kn^ V cppp^rod b^r, Qp?^ bofr^ bqii« bW % 
l^get ppfepjd^ a litl^ bpy pC mipe thnijBt ip bis.bfOli* wA 
^l^hd. with hm ftwre ao^ tpepitip oJd pe«f e| pf g^ a^A 
pi^ ^ngpll TbP #ery^t of t^e bPpsp a^i^et^ « WRWn 
taind to his mistres. The boy bringing the gold tp n^\ 
^^t;ipwfifi4|^|)ie4o O^e genyevoni^iis ch?j»l|er,. ^ told 
Ip^r, It w^fi WPbabJe l^^cnbert baveipg q^^prt^rd in tb^ 
hpvisij^, as jpd^d he b»4j «>fn^ pf bJs servapjta ipjgbf b^y^, 
bjd th^t gpld 5 ?ncj if sp, it ^ap, lairfuJJje.TOpfi, t b« Jjt 
^f(-cppJ4 W*^!^ U. «pp^pr^ ij bejppgd to b^i;^ IwwW TO-J 
n^lf d^tU^ giv;^ it bflfv Tbp p^r geptlp»|r^^siftfl/t9Jy i^f^ 
wMb tij^py. ip»W, that b^r b^band hejpg nppepf tbfl 
fn^galjeslt |p§i% (f pd ipde^ ^e woa. a pppodtbrifO ^P 1^ 
qid. tbat gold «|ibout hi$ kpowled^, to msKe y^ pf it §f| 
*« bM P4ca*iWi fif R^wUi^ ijifti^a she 1^ i,^ j. ^^4 fp$|9 
j^/?f d ip^ ft# I IpMd th§, Ki«gf (fpr ^hqm, bW bPfftWIfi 

4nd 9b^ b»d f uff«?4 pwcb) m tP 4ertipe h^r gpWf. $b% 

^idr if tb V^. WA f ilb«r ^ore or lessp tbep. fo«re,ftn4jtm^h 
tie whole peeces, and two balfe oaefi it .fp|uil4jbp oqM o 



▲ XBGEirll OF M0NTB08X. IX 

hers , and that tbey were put by her in a red velvet purse. 
After I kad given her assureance of her gold, a new search 
IS made, the other aagell is found, the velvet purse all 
goawd in bits, as my stockins were, and the gold instant- 
Ke restord to the gentlewoman. I have often heard that 
the eating or gnawing of cloths by rats is ominous, and 
portends some mischance to fall on these to whom the 
cloths belong. I thank God I was never addicted to such 
divinations, or heeded them. It is true, that more mis- 
fortunes then oife fell on me sbortlie after ; hot I am sure 
I could have better forseene them myselfe then rats or 
any such vermine, and yet did it not. I have heard in- 
deed many fine stories told of rats, how they abandon 
houses and ships, when the first are to be burnt, and the 
second ground. Naturalists say they are very sagacious 
creatures, and I beleeve they are so ; hot I shall never be 
of the opniion they can forsee future contingencies, which 
I suppose the divell himselfe can neither forknow nor for- 
tefl ; these being things which the Almightie hath keepd 
bidden in. the bosome of his divine prescience. And 
thither the great God hath preordained or predestinated 
these things, which to us are contingent, tp fall out by 
ane uncontrollable and unavoidable necesside, is a ques-* 
tion not yet decided."* 

In quoting these ancient authorities, I must not forget 
the more modern ^ketcih of a, $catti^b i^oldier of the old 
fashion, by a master-hand, in the character of Lesmaha- 
gow, since the existence of that doughty Captain alone 
must deprive the present author ,of all claim to absolute 
originiliity'. Still Dalgetty, as the prodliction of his own 
ftncy, has been so far a favourite with its parent,, that he 
has fallen into the error of assigning to the Captain too 
prorainetit a part'jn the story; This is the opinion of a 
ci-iric who encamps on the highest pinnacles of literature ; 
and the author is so fkr fortunate id having incurred his 
censure, that it gives his modesty a decent apology for 
quoting the praise, wbich it would have ill-befitted him La 

• -».^»^^^»^1^— ——^^M^— «——*—— ■ii<H—«»—^P^——^*"»'— " - ■ — ^-^^-»— »-l«^« . 

^ Sir JaiDM TunMf^t M&noin, BwnDat^riM) edHion, p, 69. 
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bring forward to an unmiogled state* The passiige oc- 
curs in the Edinburgh RevieWi No. 55, containing a crit- 
icism on Ivanhoe : — 

" There is loo much, perhaps, of Dalgelty,— or, rather, 
he engrosses too great a proportion of the work, — for, in 
himself, we think he is uniformly entertaining ; — and the 
author has nowhere shown more affinity to that matchless 
spirit who could bring out his Falstaffs and his Pistob, in 
act after act, and play after play, and exercise them every 
time with scenes of unbounded loquacity, without either 
exhausting their humour, or varying a note from its char- 
acteristic tone, than in his large and reiterated specimens 
of the eloquence of the redoubted Ritt-master. The 
general idea of the character is familiar to our comic 
dramatists after the Restoration — and may be said in 
some measure to be compounded of Captain Fluellen 
and Bobadil ; — ^but the ludicrous combination of the tol- 
dado with the Divinity student of Mareschal-College, ia 
entirely original ; and the mixture of talent, selfishnessi 
courage, coarseness, and conceit, was never so happily 
exemplified. Numerous as his speeches are, there is not 
one that is not characteristic — and, to our taste, diverting- 
ly ludicrous." 



APPENDIX. NO L 



The scarcity of iny late friend's poem maybe an ex- 
cuse for adding the Spirited conclusion of Clan Alpin's^ 
row. The Clan Gregor has met in tljie ancient church oi 
Balquidder. The head of Drummond-Ernocb is placed 
on the altar, covered for a time with the banneir of the 
iribe. The Chief of the tribe advances to the altar ; 

" And paosinf , on the bannor gased | 
Then cried in scoru his finger raised 



* Tliit wM the boon of Beotland't king f 

And, with • qaick and angry ffing, 

ToMiog tfae pageaot screen away, 

'AIm dead man's head before bim lay. 

Umnoved he scaan'd the visage o'er. 

The doCted locks were darii whh gore. 

The features with convulsion griia. 

The eyes contorted, sunk, and dim. 

Bat unappall'd, in anicry mood, 

With lowering brow, unmoved be stood. 

Upon the bead his bared right hand 

He laid, the other grasp'd his brand : 

Then kaeeKng, cried, ' To Heaven I swear 

This deed of death 1 own, and share } 

As truly, fully mine, as though 

This my right hand had dealt the blo«r : 

Come then, our foemen, one, come all ; 

If to revenge this caitiff's ihll 

One blade is bared, one bow b drawa. 

Mine everlasting peace 1 pawn, 

To claim from them, or claim from him. 

In retribution, limb for limb. 

In sudden fray, or open strife, 

This steel shall render life for life/ 

** He ceased ; and at his beckoning iknI^ 
The clansmen to the altar trod ; 
And not a whisper breathed around, 
And nought was heard of mortal sound. 
Save from the clanking arms they bore, 
That Battled oa the maible floor ; 
And each as he approach'd in hasle. 
Upon the scalp his right hand placed \ 
With livid lip, and gathered brow, 
Each Qttered in his turn, the vow. 
FicKce Malcolm watchM the passing scen«« 
And seardi'd them through with glances k< 
Then dasbM a tenr-drop ftota his eye | 
Uubid it €ame-*he knew not why* 
Exulting high, he towering stood : 
' Kinsmen,' he cried, ' of Alpin's bloody 
And worthy of Clan Alpin's name, 
Unstain'd by cowardice and shame. 
E'en do, spare noeht, in time of ill 
Shi^ be Clan Alpin a kgead iliU !* * 

5* 3d VOL. li* 
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NO, IL 

It has been diiptited M4ietfier the CbilA-en of the Mist 
were actual MacGregors, or whether thej were not out- 
laws named MacDonald, belonging to Ardi^amurchan. 
The following ac( of. the Privy Counpi) 3^^(09 to decide 
the question : — 

<» Edinburgh, 4th Fehrnnry, 1 689. 
" The same day, the Lords of Secret Council being 
crediblie informed of ye cruel and miscbeivoMS proceed- 
ing of ye wicked Clangrigor, so lang contipueiog in blood, 
slaughters, herships, manifest reifts, aad sleuths commit- 
ted upon his Hieaess' peaceable and good subjects ; in- 
habiting ye countries ewestye brays of ye Highlands, thir 
money years bygone ; but specially heir after ye cruel 
murder of umqil Jo. Drummond of Prumm^neyryuch, 
his Majesties proper tepQapt^ .and aoei of his fosters of 
Glenartney, committed upon ye day of last 

bypast, be certain of ye said elan, be ye council and de- 
termination of ye haill, avow and to defend ye authors 
yrof qoever wald persew for revenge qf ye s^me, qll ye 
said Jo. was occuj)I,ed ip sepkipg Qf.vejQ>SQO*U> his Hie- 
ness, at command of Pal^ Lord Drwminood, Stewart of 
Stratharne, and principal forrester of Glenartney ; the 
Queen, his Majesties deatest spduse, being yn, shortlie 
looked for to arrive in this realm. LIkeas, after ye mur- 
der committed,^ye autbors.yrof cutt^d off.ye eaid umqll 
Jo. Drumroo^(}'s Jbi^^^i Wf^ caxd^id tbi? aaiae Ui the Laird 
of M'Origor, whq, ^od the/h^ill-atirBaiiie of M^Grigors, 
purposely conveined upon the Sunday yraftef, at the Kirk 
of Buchquhidder ; qr they caused ye said Ufpqll John's 
head to be pnted to ym, and yr avqwing ye sd murder to 
have been committed by yr cpmipuiiioi^i ^qwoilj and de- 
termination, laid yr haqd^i appn the po^w, aod dn eithnik, 
and barbarous manner ^sraoai; to defend y« •uthors of ye 
sd murder, in maist proud conteiA})t of our* sovm Lord 



tod bi» antli^tie, and in e^ example ta oikets wicked 
ImMdsU-ii te do ye fike, give ys sail be suffered ta remaiir 
UDfluMsbed.'' 

Tb«» foMowsa cotnteissioB to the Earls of Hantly, Af- 
^k, Atbole^' Montrose^ Pat. Lord Drummond, Ja. Com« 
flieiidatoi^ of Incbeffi'ay, And. Campbel of LoehiimeI> 
Dummn Campbel of Ardkinglas, Lauchlaoe M'latosh of 
DuimaiiohtaDe, S|ir Jo« Murrya of TullibardeB, knt,. 6^. 
Bu^banan Qf ihat life, aod And. M'Farlane of Ariquoober, 
to search for and Apprehend Alaster M^rigorof Glenstre, 
(and. a number of Otbers nominatiin,) " and all olber$ of 
the said Cloogngor, or ye aesistars, eolpable of the said 
odbos miH*tiber, or «f tbUt, reset of thift, herships, and 
spmitig^, qrever they ktiay be apprehended^ And if they 
refiis^ to be taken, or flees to strengths and houses, to' 
pursue and assege them wkb fire aiid sword { Sfid this 
eofnmisBion to endure for the space o{ three yeaie.*^ • - 

Such was the system of police in 1 589';- and suebtbe 
sWaof Scotland nearly thirty yeafs after the Reformation. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Waile these pages were passing through the pfess, the 
aiH^or received a letter from the present Robet-t Stewart 
of Ardvoirlicb, favouring him whh the account of the un- 
happy j^ughter of Lord Kilpont, difffering ftom, and' 
itiore probable i&an, that giten by Bishop •Wishai'ti whose 
narrative infers either insatiity or the Uackest tteaehe^y 
00 tike part of J«mes Stewart d( ArditoirKch^ the aiicestor- 
of the preaeart feitiily of that naeae. It is but fair to ^ve 
the entire communication as received froM Irtfy respected 
oorreapoadett^ whiefa is mofeffitnutethaiv ilie histories oi 



<* Akhougb I bare not the honour of beiag pencmiiBjr 
^oowo to you, 1 hope you will excuse the libergr I now 
take, in addressing you on the subject of a transactioo 
more than once alluded to by you, in which an ancestor 
of mioe was unhappily concerned. I allude to the slaugh« 
ter of Lord Kilpont, sod of the Earl of Airth and M09- 
teiih» in 1644, by James Stewart of Ardvoirlicb. As the 
cause of this unhappy event, and the quarrel which led 
to it, have never been correctly stated in any history of 
the period in which it took place, I am induced, in coo* 
frequence of your having, in the second series of your 
admirable Tales on the History of Scotland, adopted 
Wishart's version of the transaction, and being aware that 
your having done so will stamp it with an autho:itici^ 
which it does not merit, and with a view, as far as possi- 
ble, to do justice to the memory of ray unfortunate aoce»* 
tor, to send you the account of this affair as it has beea 
handed down in tLc family* 

^' James $tewart of Ardvoirlich, who lived in the eariy 
part of the 17th century, and who was the unlucky cause 
of the slaughter of Lord Kilpont, as before mentioned, 
was appointed to the command of one of several inde* 
pendent companies raised in ttie Highlands at the com- 
mencement of the troubles in the reign of Charles L ; 
another of these companies was uiidei- the command of 
Lord Kilpont, and a strong intimacy, strengthened by a 
distant relationship, subsisted between them. When 
Montrose raised the royal standard, Ardvoirlich ma& ooe 
of the 6r$t to declare for him, and is said to have beeu 
a principal means of bringing over Lord Kilpont to the 
same cause ; and they accordingly, along with Sir John 
Drummond and tbeir respective followers, joined Mc^ 
irosc, as recorded by Wisbart, at Bucbanty, While they 
served together, so strong was their intimacy^ that they 
lived and slept in the same tent. 
. ^ In the meantime, Montrose had beea jpioed bj the 
Irish under the command of Alexander Macdonald $ 
these, on their march to join MontrosOf bad comnaitted 
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m knAi bcAooging to ArdiroirIiefi» wUcb 
hf m the line of their march from the west coast. Of 
this Ardrmrfieb eonphiined to Montrose, who, probably 
wishing as much as possible to cooeiliale his new alfies, 
treated it in rather an OTasive manner. Ardvoirlich, who 
was a man of violent passbns, having failed to receive 
such satbfaction as he required, challenged Macdonald to 
single combat. Before thej met, however, Montrose, on 
the informaMn and hj advice, as it is said, of Kilpont, 
laid them both under arrest. Montrose, seeing the evils 
of such a feud at such a critical time, effected a sort of 
reconoiliation between themj and forced them to shake 
hmicls in his presence ; when, it was said, that Ardvoirlich, 
who was a very powerful man, took such a hold of Mac- 
dcmald's hand as to make the blood start from his fingers. 
StiU, It would appear, Ardvoirlich was by no means re- 
conciled. 

** A few days after the battle of Tippennuir, when Mon- 
trose with his army was encamped at Collace, an enter- 
taioaiefit was given by him to his officers, in honour of the 
victory be had obtained, and Kilpont and his comrade 
Ardvoirlich were of the party. After returning to their 
quarters, Ardvoirlich, who seemed still to brood over his 
quarrel with Macdonald, and being heated with drink, 
b^an to blame Lord Kilpont for the part he bad taken 
in preventing hti obiail4iig redress, and reflecting against 
Montrose for not aHowing hhn what he considered proper 
reparatbff. Kilpont of course .defended the conduct of 
bonself and hiaffektive Montrose, till their argument came^ 
totfaigb words } anii ^ally, iirom the state they were both! 
iai, by -ao eitsy traiisitibn, to blo#if, when Ardvpiriicfa, with 
ioa^iUrk, struck Kitpom dead on the spot. He immedi- 
atdy fled, and under th6 cover of a thick mist escaped 
pursuit, leaving his eldest sou Henry^ who had been mor* 
tally wounded at Tippermuir, on his deathbed- 
• '* His fottowers immediately withdrew from Montrose,' 
and no course remained for him but to throw himself into 
the arms of the' oppose faction, by whom he was weB' 
received. His name is frequently mentiooed in Leslie's 



•d as .^i^ifipg aA^r4i¥i i^^Q^UmioMVieM «f bii iammt 
Um^^. ik^9^ b^ wit^?^ ^itip^ U^ifo^ whiki die King^* 

<< Tfifl fpTQgo^g aqQ4MiM0i|.p( (Ma im Wtmitei iraaiBtotiMy 

^y Wisb%r(girhQ allQ8e^.t^f)t ^i^WATt bail laidB |rfat fep tbe: 
^8fa^»i9^l^ of Ajtoodi^sf , wad l^ftt bi murdteed Lord. 
Kilppqt ii]:CO«^qi«^i||;^. pf }m PefiMl Id pmfcijpata in bis. 
^e^Mgn, ^Q^f, I |{i9y b^ ^Ho^fd i» f tknark^ tbai bcfsidss. 
\Vi^t^t bfyipgnlivayal^e^o |ii>^g'and^M«pavliai biilosiBa^ 
ap4 yei:y ^|^^ti<l»9Uh3 a^jibpr^y q« My atd^ect ooanseted 
ivit|) ^1^ aipvyf^ Qf QQpdMiQt otf diocie wbot diffiii»d fron 
bim |n pj^^^iopt t))9^ evieo. h^d StCkWUrl fiif n(i«d sMeh « da^. 
sigQ, S^ilpfHiti fr^i^ Us. QAm^ 4Pd ^oiattf xiodsy was likely 
to Ve, tbe i^e^y lafft <iWR of wb09l ^lew^ iMidd Aqom. 
to make a confidant and accomplice. On tbe otber leady 
tluK |iii>9ve $K:<^mt« dipiigd q^^vi^iv thpl I tm^fitafe, before 
hipted. qt» h^a, t^P^p f^ !coof||«nt ti^fidUion in tbe iutAj.y 
ai^, (fo/i^ t)^^ 9f^mf9i:|Ltive neo^9li date gf ibgdtram iaf iie ej 
an4 f(?^ 9oi;^rpep ^ofp wbi^h Uiie Qraditioir bBB.baeb derivi- 
e<}, J l?^ve. ^.j^^^^ii t9 do^b|.i^ peifeet autbeiktkity. U. 
\;r^f j^s^i ^irQ^o^^t^mially d^i^il^ es, above, gifcefi: «fi nj;) 
fat^efe %. S^^vrp5<, npi|rqf ArdYpir(ichj)Oiiny yearaegOt 
l^y . a. fnfip iie^r\y c^n^c^ yiubi tbi^ 'ftunllje^ wbe lived to. 
tb9 ^g^ of 1 00^ i(\^ ipajx Y^As |^|;iriM8r«iid«Ki «if Jeiqegi 
St^w^rt, by #.Df^tw^.s^fti4plM«4 of.*fc«te wany ItflmAail^. 
^I 9.Mf:r^nf ^ tlyis fH><)QH'y9 ^od^i^ bi%iaf)|)i9latioeaf Je^» 
4/Jm JWi^r* T^js/^q^p, w»#rWilb W4 iWlV lal tbe taoie^ 
i{qd pf <^rsc| yiv^ ^ wjj|ipq9i(>4|f tbft mb<ll0iirpM»elioo | be * 
Ijir^ tjfi. «, 9P|^jieif^9b|^ j^99^vl<Mr 4he BMo)yti9Q» iipd k 

^s frflflf ]tw ^M <PX fr^b?«l'* i«f<¥lflW|nWw*Q w»^ «f i 

l»«fp/e li>S«f^iSrf^fir^ jQJ^^«,ftlfe9r^^^ 
*e in(9rjffp^9H W. ^Wf. 9f|tft4.. .;. 

" I have raftny appl^gi^s lo^x^ for Vejiq)|3mg aa loog 

<>o ypur B?tfeRcp i l^ut \ Hy ^ qMtm) d^vk^^i if po^ble, 

^^wffe^^ ^Haj H 99!^^^ tft. IjQ «l «?«>wdlew imputetioa 
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be considered as a matter of History. That be was a 
man of violent passions and singular temper, I do not 
pretend to deny, as many traditions still current in this 
country amply verify ; but that he was capable of form- 
ing a design to assassinate Montrose, tbe whole tenor of 
his former conduct and principles contradict. That he 
was obliged to ioin the opposite party, was merely a mat- 
ter of safety, while Kilpont had so many powerful friendi 
and connexions able and ready to avenge his death. 

** I have only to add, that you have my full permission 
to make what use of this communication you please, and 
either to reject it altogether, or allow it such credit as you 
think it deserves ; and 1 shall be ready at all times to fur- 
nish you with any further information on this subject which 
you may require, and which it may be in my power to 
affi>rd 

** Akdtoiblicr, 
15th January, 1890. 

The publication of a statement so particular, and pro- 
bably so correct, is a debt due to the memory of James 
Stewart ; the victim, it would seem, of his own violent 
passions, but perhaps incapable of an act of premeditated 
treachery. 

Abbotsfokd, 
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INTRODiUiCTKaN. 

SsBOKANT Mma M^AitFfN jm% ilutiog hk fesidtnca 
among us, one o£ ibet most boooured kiNdbftiatft of 6a» 
dereieogh. No one tbougbt of dbputing hiisi tide to the 
great leatbero ohatk* on tho ^* cosiest mde of the chini- 
ney," in the comcnoa room of the Wallace Arms, on a 
Saturday evening* No less wouM our sexton,. John 
Duirward, have hM it an nnlacensed intrusion,, to sufier 
any one to induct himself into the eornen of the left* 
band pew nearest to the fwlpit,. which the S^geant rega-» 
larly occupied on Sundays. There lie sat, his hlue in- 
valid uniforn> brushed with tbe-moBl scnupulou* accuracy; 
Two medalft of merit displayed, at \m button-hole, as 
weO as the empty sleeve which sboukl have<heenioccu* 
pied by his rigbt arm, bore evidence of bia bard and 
honourable, service^ Hi« weather-bealeo finlMree^ his 
grey bakr tied in a: thin queue in the' miKlary fiuhion of 
ibrroerdflys^.and the right, side o£ hisi head a lillfe turned 
up, the better ta oatrii tbe sound of the clergjnoMin's 
voicei, werec all merkcb of hie professioo: and> infirmities. 
Beside him sat his sister Janet, a littkr ncet old woman, 
with* a HtgMandf cuaob. and tarteni plaid^ watching the 
very loeks eC her brotheir, toi best the greatest, man upon 
earth, and activetflookingoul for him, in bis silver^eksped 
Bible, the texts wUcb the minbter quoted or expounded'.. 

I believe it was the reapeot that was ueiversaUy paid 
6 3d voii. lu 
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to this worthy veteran by all ranks in Gandercleugh, which 
induced him to clioose our village for his residence, fot 
such was by no means his original intention. 

He had risen to the rank of sergeant-^major of artille- 
ry, by hard service in various quarters of the world, and 
was reckoned one of the most tried and trusty men of 
the Scotch Train. A ball, which 9hattered,his arm in a 
peniBSdlar campaign, at length procured him an hofbour- 
able discharge, with an allowance from Chelsea, and a 
handsome gratuity from the patriotic fund. Moreover, 
Sergeant More M'Alpin had Been prudent as well as 
valiant ; and, from prize-money and savings, had become 
master of a small sum in the three per cent, consols. 

He retired with the purpose of enjoying this income 
in the wild Highland glen, in which, when a- boy, he bad 
herded black cattle and goats, ere the roll of the drum 
had made him cock his bonnet an inch higher, and follow 
its music for nearly forty years. To his recollection, this 
retired spot was unparalleled in beauty by the richest 
scenes he had visited in his wanderings. Even the Hap- 
py Valley of Rasselas would have sunk into nothing upon 
the comparison. He came^ — he revisited the lov«d scene 
— it was but a sterile glen, surrounded with rude crags, 
and traversed by a northern torrent. This was not the 
worst. The fires had been quenched upon thirty heartlis 
—Hof the cottage of bis fathers he coald but distinguish a 
few rude slones-^the language was almost extinguished 
«-— the anl^ient i^ce from which he boasted his descent 
had found a refuge beyond the Atlantic. One southland 
farmer, three grey^plaided shepherds, and six dogs, now 
tenanted the wliole glen, which in his youth had main- 
tained in content, if not in competence, upwards of two 
hundred inhabitsnts. 

In the house of the new tenant, Sei^eant M^Alpto 
found, however, an unexpected source of pleasure, and 
a means of employing his Social affections. His sister 
Janet had fortunately entertained so strong a persuasion 
that her brolber woukl one day return, that she had re- 
fused to accompany her kinsfolk upon iheif ^migration. 
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Nay, she had consented, though not without a feeling of 
degradation, to take service with the intruding Lowlander, 
who, though a Saxon, she said, had proved a kind man 
to her. This unexpected meeting with his sister seemed 
a cure for all the disappointments which it had been Ser- 
geant More's lot to encounter, although it was not without 
a reluctant tear that he heard told, as a Highland woman 
alone could tell it, the story of the expatriation of his 
kinsmen. 

She narrated at great length the vain offers they had 
made of advanced rent, the payment of which must have 
reduced them to the extremity of poverty, which they 
were yet contented to face, for permission to live and die 
on their native soil. Nor did Janet forget the portents 
which had announced the departure of the Celtic race, 
and the arrival of the strangers. For two years previous 
to the emigration, when the night wind howled down the 
pass of Ballachra, its notes were distinctly modelled to the 
tune of, " Ha til mi tulidh,^ (we return no more,) with 
which the emigrants usually bid farewell to their native 
shores. The uncouth cries of the Southland shepherds 
and the barking of their dogs, were often heard in the 
mist of the hills long before their actual arrival. A bard, 
the last of his race, had commemorated the expulsion of 
the natives of the glen in a tune, which brought tears 
into the aged eyes of the veteran, and of which the first 
stanza may be thus rendered — 

Woe. woe, aon of the Lowlander, 
Why will thou leave thine own bonnjr Border ? 
Why comes thou hithei*; disturbing the Highlander, 
VVasiliig the §^lcii that was ouce in fair order 1 

What added to Sergeant More M*Alpin's distress upon 
the occasion was, that the Chief by whom this change 
had been effected, was, by tradition and common opinion, 
held to represent the ancient leaders and fathers of the 
expelled fugitives ; and it had hitherto been one of Ser- 
geant More's principal subjects of pride - to prove, by 
genealogical deduction, in what degree of kindred he 



itpod 10 tbif jHvnpiuige. A woful «h9iip wiw aaw 
wxoudit io ius seoiimeoU towards Jum* 

** 1 caonot curse him^" be said, as be rose and strode 
through the roofSy wbeo Janet's aarxative was iinisbed — 
*^ I will not curse hioi ; be is the descendant and repre- 
sentative of my fathers. But never shall nu>rtal omn bear 
roe name bis name again." And he kept his word ^ for, 
unliil his dying day* no man heard hko mention ihis selfisb 
and hard-hearted chieftain. 

After (giving^ 4ay to sad reooUectionS} the hardy spirit 
which had carried him through so many dangers, manned 
the Sergeant's bosom against this cruel disappointment. 
<* He would ,^|" he saidy " to Canada to his kinsfolk, 
where they bad Asaaed a transatlantic valley alter the glen 
of their fathers. Janet," he sai4 ^* should kilt her eoats 
like a leaguer lady ; i — n the distance ! it was a flea's 
leaip to the voyages and marches he had made on a slightr 
er occasim/' 

With this purpose he left the Highlands, and came with 
his sister as far as Gandercfeugh, on bis way to Glasgow, 
to take a passage to Canada. But winter was now set in, 
and as he thought it advisable to wait for a spring pas* 
si^, when the St. Lawrence should be open, he settled 
among us for the fow months of his stay in Britain. As 
we said before, the respectable old man m^ mib d«^- 
orence and vuention from all ranks of society $ and when 
spring returned, be was so satisfied with his quarters, that 
he did not renew the purpose of his voyage. Janet was 
afraid of the sea, and be hiaiself felt the infirmities of 
age and hard service more than he had at first expected. 
And, as he confessed to the clergyman, and my worthy 
principal, Mr. Cleishbotham, " it was better staying with 
kend firieoda, than gmng farther, and faring worse." 

He therefore estaUished himself and bis domicile at 
Gandercleugb, to the great satisfacdon, as we have al- 
ready said, of all its inhabitants, to whom he became, in 
respect of xnilitary intelligence and able commentaries 
i^pon the newspapers, gazettes, and bulletins, a very ora- 
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de, fezphDatery of all naitial events, pMt| pMiellt^dr to 
coin6« 

It is true, the Sei^eant bad bis iocoosbledcie*. He 
was a steady Jacobite, his father and bis four uncles bav- 
iDg been out in the forty-five ; but be was a no less steady 
adherent of King (Seorge, in whose service he bad oiade 
h» little fortune, and lost three brothers ; so that you 
were in equal danger to displease him, in terming Prince 
Charles, the Pretender, or by saying anything derogatory 
to the dignity of King George. Further, it roust not be 
denied, that when the day of receiving bis dividends 
came round, the Sergeant was apt to tarry longer at the 
WaUace Arms of an evening, than was consistenc with 
strict temperance, or indeed with his worldly interest 9 
for upon these occasions, his compotators sometimes con- 
trived to Aatter his partialities by singing jacobite songs, 
and drinking confusion to Buonaparte, and the health of 
the Duke of WeNington, until the Sergeant was not only 
flattefed into paying the whole reckoning, but occasional- 
ly induced to lend email sums to his interested compan- 
ions. After sueb sprays, as he called them, were over» 
and his temper once more cool, be seldom failed to thank 
God, aiftd the Didce of York, who had made it much more 
^Scult for an old eoMier to rirni himself by his folly, than 
had been the case in his ytianger days. 

It was not on such occasions that I made a part ol 
Sergeant More M'Alpin's society^ But often, when aay 
leisure wonM permit, I used to seek fansi on what be 
called bis morning and evening parade, on which, when 
the weather was fair, he appeared as regularly as if sum- 
moned by tuck of drum. His morning walk was beneath 
the ebns in the churcb-yard ; ^^ for death," he said, ** had 
been hb next-door ndghbour for so many years, that he 
bad no apology for dropping the acquatattince. His 
evening promenade was on the bleackiog-green by the 
river-side, where he was sometimes to be seen on an 
open bench, with spectacles on nose, conning over the 
newspapers to a circle of village pditicians, explaining 
Bulitiury terms, and aiding the comprehension of his benr* 
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•fs by Kfies drawn on the ground with ihe <md of bh 
rattan. On other occasions, be was surrounded by a 
bevy of scliool'-boys, whom be sometimes drilled to the 
manual, and sometimes, with less approbation on the pare 
of their parents, instructed in the mystery of artiBcial 
fire-works ; for in the case of public rejoicings, the Ser- 
geant was pyrotechnist (as the Encyclopedia calls it) to 
the village of Gandercleugb. 

It was in his morning walk that I most frequently met 
with the veteran. And I can hardly yet look upon the 
village footpath, overshadowed by the row of lofty olms, 
without thinking 1 see his upright form advancing towards 
me with measured step, and his cane advanced, ready 
to pay me the military salute — but he is dead, and sleeps 
with his faithful Janet, under the third of those very 
trees, counting from the stile at the west corner of the 
church-yard. 

The delight which I had in Sergeant M^Alpin's con- 
versation, related not only to his own adventures, of which 
he had encountered many in the course of a wandering 
life, but also to his recollection of numerous Highland 
traditions, in which his youth had been instructed by bis 
parents, and of which be would in after life have deemed 
It a kind of heresy to question the authenticity* Many 
of these belonged to the wars of Montrose, ki which some 
of the Sergeant's ancestry had, it seems, taken a distin- 
guished part. It has happened, that, ahhougb these civH 
commotions reflect the highest honour upon the High- 
landers, being indeed the first occasion upon which they 
showed themselves superior, or even equal, to their Low- 
country neighbours in military encounters, they have 
been less commemorated among them than any one would 
have expected, judging from the abundance of traditions 
which they have preserved upon less interesting subjects. 
It was, therefore, with great pleasure, that I extracted 
from my military friend some curious particiilars respect- 
ing that time ; they are mixed with that measure of the 
wild and wonderful which belongs to the period and the 
narrator, but which I do not in the least object to the 



reader's treatuig with disbelief^ providing he will be so 
good as give implicit credit to tbe natural events of the 
6tory» wbieb, like all those which I have had the honour 
to put under his noUce, actually rest upon a basis of 
truth. 



CHAPTER I. 



Svch Mdo build iheir &iih a|MHi 
The holjf text of pike and gun. 
Decide ali controvereies by 
Infallible artillery, 
And prove their doctrine orthodox, 
By apostolic blows and knocks. 



It was during the period of that great and bloody 
Civil War which agitated Britain during the seventeenth 
century, that our tale has its eoramencenient. Scotland 
had as yet remained free from the ravages of intestine 
war, akbougb its inhabitants were much divided in polit- 
ical opinions ; and many of them, tired of the con- 
trol of the Estates of Parliament, and disapproving of 
the bold measure which they had adopted, by sending 
into England a large army to the assistance of the Par- 
liament, were determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the King, and making 
such a diversion as should at least compel the recall of 
General Leslie's army out of England, if it did not re-* 
cover a great part of Scotland to the King's allegiance. 
This plan was chiefly adopted by the northern nobility, 
who had resisted with great obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by many of the 
chiefs of tlie Highland clans, who conceived their interest 
and authority to be connected with royslty, who had be-. 
sides a decided aversion to the Presbyterian form of re- 
ligion, and who, finally, were in tliat half savage state of 
moiety, in which war is always more welcome than peace. 



to vMiMu w MY hMnvmitm^ 

Great ccmtmsfiiems ««eiN» Q&MmHf etfmxa^ to aiiM 
frmn these eenciirpent eauses ; and the. trnd'eof- ineoT'* 
sicm and depredation, wbicb tlie Scotch Higblandets at 
aN ttmes exercised upon die Lowlanda) begsft to as** 
sume a more steady, avowed, and systematic foriiiy a« 
part of a general military system. 

Those at the head of affairs were not insensible to the 
peril of the moment, and anxiousjy. made preparations to 
meet and to repel it. They considered, however, with 
satisfaction, that no leader or name of consequence bad 
as yet appeared to aaaeiinlyle an arn»y of royalists, or even 
to direct the efibrts of those desultory bands, whom love 
of plunder, perhaps, as much n» politi'cat principle, had 
hurried into meaAorea qC hostUuy.. It was generally 
hoped that the quartsra^ a sufficient mv^ber of troops in 
the Lfowlands ad|{aeent to the Highland line, would 
have the effect of restraining the mountain chieftains ; 
white the power «f Tanoas barons in the. north, wlio bad 
espoused the Covenant, ae, for' exaiiq»lev the* ESarl IVfare*^ 
schal, the great families' of Pbi4>es, Leslie, and- Irvine, 
the Grants, and other Presbyterian claws, naigl^l counter^ 
balance and bridle, not only the strength of the (^Lma 
and other cavaliers of Angus and< Ktncardinej but even> 
the potent &mily of the (xordons, whose eKtensive' au- 
thority was only equalled^ by their* extreme disliketo \im 
Presbyterian roodi&K 

In the West Highland's the rufing party numbered many* 
enemies ; but the power of these- disaflbeted clans was' 
supposed to be broken, and the spirit of their chieftafncr 
intimidated, by the predominatiifig influence of the Maiw 
quis of Argyle, upon whom- the confidence of the Gon^ 
ventlon of Estates was reposed with the utmost seenrity | 
and whose power in' the Highlands, atready exorbitant, 
had beien. st^I farther increased^ by concessions extorted^ 
from the King at the last pacification. It was indeed^ 
well known, that Argyle was^ a man rather of political en*' 
terprize than personal' courage j and better cateulated^ 19' 
manage an intrigue of state, than to control' the tribes of 
hostitei mountameers- ; yet the numbers of his elai|« 



lb« 8))im of the galla^ geptl^ipnQ by wboro it was led, 
mighly k wa« su}^s949 atOD« for tbe personal deficient 
eies <^ ibeir chief; and as tlte Campbells had already se-* 
Terely bvoobled aeireral of ib^ neigbbouring tribes, it was 
flMjqpposed Ibese woMld not readily again provoke an en-> 
counter with a body so powerful. 

Thus having at their commaod the Tvbole west 
and south of Scotland, indisputably the richest part of 
the kingdom ; Fife-shire being in a peculiar manner 
their on^i and possessing many and powerful friends even 
9orth o( the Fprth aud Tay ; the Scottish Convention of 
Estates saw no dan^^er sufficient u> induce them to alter 
Ibo Uae of policy tl)ey had adopted, or to recall from the 
assiatanoe of tb^ir brethren of the English 'Parliament 
that avxiliary army of twenty thousand men, by mean^ 
of which aeciiasipn of strength the King's party had been 
reduced to ih? defensive when in full career of triumph 
and suGce»s» 

The causes which moved the Convention of Estates 
at this time to take such an immediate and active interest 
in the civil war of E^nglaod^ are detailed in our historians^ 
but may be here shortly recapitulated- They had in-^ 
deed no new imury or aggression to complain of at the 
hand of the King, and the ueace which had been made 
between Charles and bis subjects of Scotland had been 
earefuUy observed ; but the Scottish rulers were well 
aware that this peace bad been extorted from the King, 
as well by the influence of the parliamentary party m 
England, as bv the terror of their own arms. It is truci 
King Cbarjes bad since then visited the capital of his an- 
cient kingdom, had assented to the new organization of the 
«hurcb,aud had distributed honours and rewards amon^ 
^e leaders of the party which had shown themselves most 
hostile to his interests; but it was suspected that distinctions 
$0 unWtUij^gly conferred would be resumed as soon as op- 
portunity olfered^ The low state of the English Parliament 
was aeen in Scotland with deep apprehension ; and it wa^ 
eoiicluded, that should Charles triuniph by force of arms 

VOjL, U. 
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against his insurgent subjects of England, be would not 
be long in exacting from the Scotch the vengeance which 
he might suppose due to those who had set the example 
of taking up arms against him. Such was the policy of 
the measure which dictated the sending the auxiltarj 
army into England ; and it was avowed in a manifesto 
explanatory of their reasons for giving this timely and 
important aid to the English Parliament. The English 
Parliament, they said, had been already friendly to them, 
and might be so again ; whereas the King, although he 
had so lately established religion among them according 
to* their desires, had given them no ground to coofidis in 
his royal declaration, seeing they had found his promises 
and actions inconsistent with each other. " Our con- 
science," they concluded, ** and God, who is greater 
than our conscience, beareth us record, that we aim alto* 
gethcr at the glory of God, peace of both nations, and 
honour of the King, in suppressing and punishnig in 
a legal way, those who are the troublers of Israel, 
the fire-brands of hell, the Korahs, the Balaams, the 
Doegs, the Rabsbakehs, the Hamans, the Tobiabs, the 
Sanballats of our time ; which done, we are satisfied* 
Neither have we begun to use a military expedition to 
England as a mean for compassing those our pious ends, 
until all other means which we could think upon have 
failed us : and this alone is left to us tdtimum et unicum 
remediumj the last and only remedy." 

Leaving it to casuists to determine whether one con« 
trading party is justified in breaking a solemn treaty, upon 
the suspicion that, in certain future contingencies it might 
be infringed by the other, we shall proceed to mention 
two other circumstances that had at least equal influence 
with the Scottish rulers and nation, with any doubt^which 
they entertained of the King's good faith. 

The first of these was the nature and condition of 
their army ; headed by a poor and discontented nobility, 
under whom it was officered chiefly by Scottish soldiers 
of fortune, who bad served in the German wars until 
they bad lost almost all distinction of poUtieal principle) 
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aind even of eouiitry, in the adoption of the mercenary 
faith, that a soldier's principal duty was fidelity to the 
state or sovereign from whom he received his pay, with* 
out respect either to the justice of the quarrel, or to 
their own connection with either of the contending par* 
ties. To men of this stamp, Grotius applies the severe 
character — JSTullutn vita gentu est improhiusy quam 
eortent, qui sine causa respeetu mercede conductiy militant* 
To these mercenary soldiers, as well as to the needy gen* 
try with whom they were mixed in command, and who 
easily imbibed the same opinions, the success of the late 
short invasion of England in 1641 was a sufficient reason 
for renewing so profitable an experiment. The good 
pay and free quarters of England had made a feeling 
impression upon the recollection of these military adven- 
turers ; and the prospect of again levying eight hundred 
and fifty pounds a-day, came in place of all arguments, 
whether of state or of morality. 

Another cause inflamed the minds of the nation at 
large, no less than the tempting prospect of the wealth ot 
England animated the soldiery. So inuch had been 
written and said on either side concerning the form of 
church government, that it had become a matter of infi- 
nitely more consequence in the eyes of the multitude, 
than the doctrines of that gospel which both churches 
bad embraced. The Prelatisis and Presbyterians of the 
more violent kind became as illiberal as the papists, and 
would scarcely allow the possibility of salvation beyond 
the pale of their respective churches. It was in vain re- 
marked to these zealots, that had the Author of our holy 
religion considered any peculiar form of church govern- 
ment as essential to salvation, it would have been reveal- 
ed with the same precision as under the Old Testament 
dispensation. Both parties continued as violent as if 
they could have pleaded the distinct commands of Heav- 
en to justify their intolerance. Laud, in the days of his 
domination, had fired the train, by attempting to impose 
upon the Scottish people church ceremonies foreign to 
their habits and opinions. The success with whicfa thir 
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had been resisted, and the Presbyterian mode] fiubmJIntod 
ID Its place, had endeared the latter to the nation, as tbe 
cause in which they had triumphed. The Solemn League 
and Covenant, adopted with siieb zeal by tbe greater part * 
of the kingdom, and by them forced, at tbe sword's point, 
upon the others, bore in its boaom, as its principal object, 
the establishing the doctrine and disoiplioe of tbe Pres- 
byterian church, and the putting down ail error and bere*> 
sy ; and having attained for their own country an estab- 
lishment of this golden candlestick, tbe Scots becan^e 
liberally and fraternally anxious to erect tbe same in 
England. This they conceived might be easily attained, 
by Tending to tbe Parliament the effi^otual assistance of 
the Scottish forces. The Presbyterians, a nuiperoMS and 
powerful party in the English Parliaoientf bad hitherto 
taken the lead in opposition to tlie King | while the Inde^ 
pendenta and other sectaries, who afterwards, qnder 
Cromwell, resumed tbe power of tbe sword, ami pv0rsei 
the Presbyterian model both in Scotland and E^ngUt^d, 
were as yet contented to lurH under tbe sjtielter of tbe 
wealthier and more powerful party. . Tbe proi^pept o( 
bringing to a uniformity the kingdoms of Eeglaod ai^d 
Scotland in discipline and worship, seemed tbere^pr^ as 
{air as it was desirable. 

Tbe celebrated Sh- Henry Vane, one of tbe Comipi^ 
sioners who negociated the alliance betwixt England and 
Scotland^ saw the influence which this bait bad upon tbfi 
spirits of those with whom he dealt ; and although bini" 
self a violent Independent, he contrived at ono? to gfati^ 
fy and to elude the eager desires of tbe Presbyterians, 
1^ qualifying the obligation to reform tbe Cburcb ot 
England, as a change to be executed ^' according to tbe 
word of God, and the best reformed oburcbea." Pe^ 
Ceived by their own eagerness, tbeniselves entertaining dq 
doubts on the Jus Divinum of their owa ^clesiastu^al 
establishments, and not holding it possible such dpubt^ 
could be adopted by others, the Convention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that sueb ^^pres^iooii 
necessarily inlerred the establishment of Pp^abyi^ry \ 



DOT wer# they undeceired, until, wfa^ their help was no 
longer needful, the sectaries gave them to understand, thai 
the phrase might be as well applied to Independency, o# 
any other mode of worship, which those who were at the 
head of affairs at the time might consider as agreeable 
** to the word of God, and the practice of the reformed 
churches." Neither were the outwitted Scottish less aston- 
ished to 6nd, that the designs of the English sectaries struck 
against the monarchical constitution of Britain, it having 
Deen their intention to reduce the power of the King, but by 
no means to abrogate the office. They fared, however, 
in this respect, like rash physicians, whq com^ience by 
over-physicking a patient, until be is reduced tP a state of 
weakness, from yihiQh cprdjals are afterwards unable to 
recover hitn. 

But these events were still in the womb of futurity. 
As yet the Scottish Parliament held their engagement 
tvith England consistent with justice, prudence, and piety, 
and their military undertaking seemed to succeed to their' 
very wish. The junction of the Scottidi army with 
those of Fairfax and Manchester, enabled the parliamen- 
tary forces to besiege York, and to fight the desperate 
action of Long-Marston Moor, in which Prince Rupert 
and the Marquis of Newcastle were defeated. The 
Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, had less of the glory of this 
victory than their countrymen could desire. David Les- 
Ke, with their cavalry, fought bravely, and to tliem, as 
well as to Cromwell's brigade of Independents, the hon- 
our of the day belonged ; but the old Earl of Leven, 
the covenanting general, was driven out of tlie field by 
the impetuous charge of Prince Rupert, and was thirty 
miles distant, in full flight towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by the ne\y$ that his party had gained a com- 
plete victory. 

The absence of these auxRHary troops, upon this crusade 
for the establishment of Presbyterianism in England, had 
considerably diminished the power of the Codvention of 
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Estates in Scotland, and had given rise to those agitations 
among the anti-covenanters, which we have noticed at 
the beginning of this chapter. 




CHAPTER II. 

Hii mother could for him as cradle let 

Her hudl>and's nisty iron corselet ; 

Wboae jaBgling sound coold hush her babe to rest, 

That never plained of his uneasy nest ; 

Then did he dream of dreary wars at band, 

And woke, and fought, and won, ere he could stand. 

It was towards the close of a summer's evening, dur- 
ing the anxious period which we have commemorated, 
that a young gentleman of quality, well mounted and 
armed, and accompanied by two servants, one of whom 
led a sumpter horse, rode slowly up one of those steep 
passes, by which the Highlands are accessible from the 
Lowlands of Perthshire.^ Their course had lain for 
some time along the banks of a lake, whose deep waters 
reflected the crimson beams of the western sun. The 
broken path which they pursued with some difficulty, was 
in some places shaded by ancient birches and oak* 
trees, and in others overhung by fragments of huge rock. 
Elsewhere, the hill, which formed the northern side of 
this beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep, but less pre- 
cipitous acclivity, and was arrayed in heath of the darkest 
purple. In the present times, a scene so romantic would 
have been judged to possess the highest charms for the 
traveller ; but those who journey in days of doubt and 
dread, pay little attention to picturesque scenery. 

The master kept, as often as the wood permitted, 
abreast of one or both of his domestics, and seemed 
earnestly to converse with them, probably because the 
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disdnctioiis of rank are readily set ande among tboi^ 
who are made to be sharers of common danger. The 
dispositions of the leading men who inhabit this wild 
country, and the probability of their taking part in the 
political convulsions that were soon expected, were the 
subjects of their conversation. 

They had not advanced above half way up the lake, 
and the young gentleman was pointing to his attendants 
the spot where their intended road turned northwards, 
and, leaving the verge of the loch, ascended a ravine to 
the right hand, when they discovered a single horseman 
coming down the shore, as if to meet them. The gleam 
of the sun*beams upon his head-piece and corslet show- 
ed that he was in armour ; and the purpose of the other 
travellers required, that he should not pass unquestioned. 
*^ We must know who he is," said the young gentleman, 
*' and whither he is going." And putting spurs to his 
horse, he rode forward as fast as the rugged state of the 
road would permit, followed by his two attendants, uutU 
be reached the point where the pass along the side oi 
the lake was intersected by that which descended from 
the ravine, securing thus against the possibility of the 
stranger eluding them, by turning into the latter road 
before they came up with him. 

The single horseman had mended bis pace, when he 
first observed the three riders advance rapidly towards 
him ; but when he saw them halt and form a front, which 
completely occupied the path, he checked his horse, and 
advanced with great deliberation ; so that each party had 
an opportunity to take a full survey of the other. The 
solitary stranger was mounted upon an able horse, fit for 
military service, and for the great weight which he had 
to carry, and his rider occupied his demipique, or war-* 
saddle, with an air that showed it was his familiar seat« 
He had a bright burnished head-piece, with a plurpe of 
feathers, together with a cuirass, thick enough to resist 
a musket-ball, with . a «jack-piece of lighter materials* 
Tbtse defensive arms he wore over a bufF jerkin, along 
with a pair of gauntlets or steel^gloves, the tops of which 



rtddhdd t>p to ilM elbow^ trnd whmfa, Wee Ibe rese of b» 
ftrrnour, were of btight steeh At the frbnt of his miirta^ 
I7 8addl<} hung a oade of plstok) far beyond the ordinary 
ftze, nearly m4 feet ib length, ttnd carrying birilets of 
twenty to th^ potttid. A baff*beh, witb a broad ail Vet 
buckle, sustained on one side k long stratgbt dotible-^dg<* 
ed broadsword^ with a Mrong guard, and a blade ealcu- 
Hited either to strike or push. On the right aide bong a 
dti^r of about eighteen ificbei^ iti length ) a shoulder-^ 
b^lt sustained at bis badk a muak^toon or blunderbuss, and 
was erosaed by a biodaUereontiiinibg bis charges of am-* 
manhioii. Tbigb-pieees of steel, then termed taslets^ 
met the tops of bis huge jack-'bOots, and completed the 
equipage cf a weli-'armed trooper of the period < 

The appearance df the horseman bimself corresponded 
well with hi$ military equipage, to which h^ had the air 
ef hatriAg been long inured. He was abofe the iniddte 
nifite, and of strength sufficient to bear witb ease the weighl 
of his WeaponGt} oflfeb^ve Sind defensive^ His skge tnight 
le forty and upwards, and his doufttenance Was that of 
a resolute weather-beaten veteran, who had seen many 
ieldSj atid brought aWay in token more than one scar«) 
At the distance of about thirty yards he baited and stood 
fast, raised himself on his stirrups^ as if to reconnoitre and 
aate4^tain the purpose of the opposite party, and brought 
h\» musketoon under bis right arm, ready for use, if oc-« 
easion should require it. In every thing but numbers, be 
bad the advantage of those Who seemed inclined to in-« 
terrupt bis passase^ 

The leaaer of the party wai, indeed, well mounted, 
and clad in a buff-coat, richly embroidered,' the half-mili- 
tary dress of the period $ but bis domestics had only 
cMrse jackets of thick feU^ which could scarce be ex- 
pected to turn the edge of a sword, if wielded by a strong 
Alan \ and none of them had any weapons, save swords 
And pistols, without which gentlenien, or their attendants^ 
during those disturbed times, seldom stirred abroad. 

When they had stood at gaze for about a minute, the. 
youi^er gentleman gave the challenge, which was- then 



omBmoii ID iht tttooth of all iiniiig«rs whb net in imch 
GircauisUDOed^^'* For tvbom are you V* 

** TeU me fir«l," eoswered the Mildier, ** for wbom ar« 
you 9 the Uroiigest party should speak 6rM«" 

^* We are for God and King Cbarles," answered the 
first speaker'^*' Now tell your faction, you know ours.*' 

*^ I am for God and my standard," answered the stn*« 
gle faorsemim.. 

^^And for which standard?" replied the chief of the 
other party — " Cavalier or Roundhead^ King or Convene 
lion?" 

^' By my troib, sir," answered the soldier, ** I would 
be lo^h to reply to you with an untruth, as a thing unbe« 
cosohig a cavalier of fortune and a soldier. But to an- 
ssrer your query with beseeming reracity, it is necessary 
I should myself have resolved to whtlk of the present 
divisjood of the kingdom I shall ultimately adhere, being 
a matter wtiereon my mind is not as yet preceesely ascer' 
taioed." 

^< I should have .thought," answered the gentleman^ 
** that, when loyahy and religion are at stake, no gen** 
demon or man of honour could be long in choosing Us 
party." 

*' Truly, sir," replied the trooper, " if ye speak this in 
the way of vituperation, as meaning to impugn my hon"* 
our or genteelity, I would blithely put the same to issue^ 
venturing in that quarrel with my single person against 
you tbnee. But if you speak it in the way of logical ra- 
tiocination, whijk I have studied in my youth at the Mare« 
scha^College of Aberdeen, I am ready to prove to ye 
logic6^ that my resolution to defer, for a certain season, 
the taking upon me either of these quarrels, not only be- 
tsometh me as a gentleman and a man of honour, but also 
as a person of sense and prudence, one imbued with hu* 
mane letters in bis early youth, and who, from thencefor^ 
ward, has followed the wars under the banner of the in-^ 
vincible Gustaviis, tbe Lion of the North, and under many 
other heroic leader^, both Lutheran and Calvanist, Papist 
and Arminiau." 
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Afliiir «xcbatging a word m* two wnk bis domestki^ 
the younger gentleman replied, ^* I should be glad, sir, 
lo have sorae conversation with you upon so interesting 
a question, and should be proud if 1 can determine you 
m favour of the cause I have myself espoused. I ride 
this evening to « friend's house not three miles distimt, 
whither if you clioose to accompany rae, you shall have 
good quarters for the night, and free permission to take^ 
your own road in the morning, if you then feel no inclina- 
tion to join with us." 

*'.' Whose word am I to take for this 9" answered the 
cautious soldier< — " A itmn must know his guarantee, or 
be may fall into an ambuscade." 

*^ I am called," answered the younger stranger^ " the 
Earl of Menteith, and I trust you will receive my honour 
as a sufficient security." 

^* A worthy nobleman," answered the scrfdier, ** whose 
parole is not to be doubted." With one motion he re- 
placed his musketoon at his back, and with another made 
his military salute to the young nobleman, and continuing 
to talk as he rode fonvard to join him—" And I trust," 
said be, " my own assurance, that I will be bon camarado 
to your lordship in peace or in peril, during the time we 
shall abide together, will not be alto^^etber vilipended in 
these doubtful times, when, as they < v, a man's head is 
safer in a steel-cap than in a marble palace." 

" I assure you, sir," said Lord Menteith, " that to judge 
from your appearance, 1 most highly value the advantage 
of your escort ; but I trust we shall have no occasion for 
any exercise of valour, as I expect to conduct you to 
good and friendly quarters." 

" Good quarters, my lord," replied the soldiei " are 
always acceptable, and are only to be postponed to good 
pay or good booty, — not to mention the honour of a cav- 
alier, or the needful points of commanded duty. And 
truly, my lord, your noble proffer is not the less welcome, 
in that I knew not preceesely this night where I and my 
poor companion (patting his horse) were to find lodg« 
ments." 



** May I be permitted to ask, then," said Lord Men- 
teitb, ^' to whom I have the good fortune to stand quar^ 
ter-^aster ?" 

^' Truly, my lord," said the trooper, '* my name is 
Dalgetty — Dugald Dalgetty, Ritt-master Dugald Daigetty 
of Drumthwacket, at your honourable service to com- 
mand. It is a name you may have seen in Gallo BeU 
gieua the Swedish Intelligencer ^ or, if you read Higb- 
Dutcb, in the Fliegenden ^ercoeur of Leipsic. My fa- 
ther, my lord, having by unthrifty courses reduced a fair 
patrimony to a nonentity, I had no better shift, when I 
was eighteen years* auld, than t# carry the learning whilk 
I bad acquired at the Marescbal-College of Aberdeen, 
my gentle bluid and designation of Drumthwacket, togeth- 
er with a pair of stalwarth arms, and legs conform, to 
the German wars, there to push my way as a cavalier of 
fortune. My lord, my legs and arms stood me in more 
stead than either my gende kin or my book-Iear, and 1 
found myself trailing a pike as a private gentleman under 
old Sir Ludovic Leslie, where I learned the rules of ser- 
vice so tightly, that I will not forget them in a hurry. 
Sir, I have been made to stand guard eight hours, being 
from twelve at noon to eight o'clock of the night, at the 
palace, armed with back and breast, head-piece and 
bracelets, being iron to the teeth, in a bitter frost, and 
the ice was as hard as ever was flint ; and all for stop- 
ping an instant to speak to my landlady, when 1 should 
have gone to roU-call." 

" And, doubtless, sir," replied Lord Menteith, " you 
nave gone through some hot service, as well as this same 
cold duty you talk of 9" 

** Surely, my lord, it doth not become me to speak ; 
but be that hath seen the fields of Leipsic and of Lutzen, 
may be said to have seen pitched battles. And one who 
hath witnessed the in-taking of Frankfort, and Spanheim, 
and Nuremburg, and so forth, should know somewhat 
about leaguers, storms, onslaughts, and outfalls." 

'' But your merit, sir, and experience, were doubdess 
followed by promotion 9" 
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^ ft eiifte ftKm, my l6rd, dMms nldw/' tepU&i DU- 
getty ; ^* but as rtty Scotti^ connitytAen, the ihtheri^ of 
the war, and the raisers of those valorous ScottMi fegi^ 
meats that were the dread of Germany, began to fall pret- 
ty thick, what with pestilence and What with the iword^ 
why we their children succeeded to their inberitaDct. 
Sir, I was si% years first private gentleman of the com^ 
pany, and three years lance ^peisade ; disdsining to re^ 
ceive a halberd, a^ unbecoming my birth. Wherdbre I 
i^as ultimately promoted to be a fabn-^dragger, as the 
High Dutch call it, (which ftii^ifies att ancient) in the 
King's Leif Regiment of^BI&ck-Horse } ai)d ibereafter I 
arose to be lieutenant and ritt^master, under that invin^i^ 
ble monarch, the bulwark of the Prdtenaot f«^th, the Lion 
of the North, the terror of Austria, Oustatrus the Victor 
rious." 

" And yet, if I understand you. Captain Dalgetty,—-! 
think that rank corresponds with your foreign title of ritt^ 
ifnaster— - — " 

" The same grade preceesely/' answered Daigetty ; 
** ritt-master signifying literally file-leader.*' 

" 1 was observing," continued Lord Mentetth, *^ that, 
if I understood you right, you bad left the service of this 
great Prince." 

" It was after hii death--*it Was after bis death, sir," 
isaid Daigetty, ^* when I was in no shspe bound to con-^ 
tinue mine adherence. There are things^ my lord, in 
that service, that cannot but* go against the stomach of 
any cavalier of honour. In especial, albeit the pay be 
none of the most superabmidant, being only about sixty 
dollars a-month to a rUt-master, yet the invincible Gus* 
taVus never paid above one-third of that sum, whilk was 
distributed monthly by way of loan 5 although, when justly 
considered, it was, in fact, a borrowing by that great mon^- 
arch of the additional two-thirds which were due to the 
soldier. And I have seen some whole regiments of Dutch 
and Holsteiners mutiny on the field of battlB, like base 
scullions, crying out Oeh, gelt, signifying their desire of 
pay, instead of fallin|; to blows like our noble Scottish 



bhdes^ tvtio e?«^ tKMMtaed, liiy lordi poitponhg of' b6n- 
t»uir to fihhy lucre." 

** But were 60I these arrears," mid Lord Mftetehbf 
" paid to the soldiery at some stated period V* 

*^ My lord," said Datgetty, *< I take it on my eoiH 
science, that at no period, add by no possible process^ 
could one creutzer of them ever be recovered* I my« 
self uever saw twenty dollars of my own all the time I 
served the invincible Gustavus, unless it was from the 
chance of a siorm, or victory, or the fetching in some 
town or doorp, when a cavalier of fortune, who knows the 
usage of wars, seldom failetb to make some small proBti" 

** I begin rather to wonder, sir," said Lord Menteitb^ 
** that you should have continued so long in the Swedish 
service, than that you should have ukimately witbdrftWa 
from it." 

<< Neither I should," answered the Ritt-maMer; ^^Uit 
that great leader, captain, and king, the Lion of die Nb#ih^ 
and the 4}uiwark of the Protestant faith, had a way of 
winning battles, taking towns, overrunning oountries, add 
levying cOiiirtbutions, whilk made hb service irresis&bly 
detectable to all true-bred cavaliers who follow the noble 
profession of arms. Simple as I ride here, my lordi I 
have myself commanded the whole stift of Dunklespiel 
on the Lower Rbine, occupying the Palsgrave's palace^ 
consuming his choice wines with my comrades, oaHing 
in contributions, requisitions, and caduacs, add noi fail* 
ing to Ik^k my fingers, as be^i^ame a good cook. But truly 
ell this glory bafiftened to decay, after our great mastet 
bad been i4iot with three bullets on the fidd of Luused ; 
wherefore, finding that Fortune had changed sides, ttult 
the borrowings and lendihgs went on as before out of Our 
pay, while the caduacs and ciifinroities were all cut oS, I 
«'eil gave up my commis«oa, and took service with 
WaHenstein, id Walter Butler's Irish regiidedt." 

'< Add may i beg to know of you," said Lord Meo^ 
leith, apparently interested in the adventures of this soldi^ 
of fortune, ^* how yoii liked this change of masters ^" 

7 VOL. If. 
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<* IndiftireBl wdl/* said the C8|HAio— << veiy iodiflbrent 
well. 1 cannot say that the Emperor paid much better 
than the Great Guatavus. For bard knocks, we bad 
plenty of tbein. I was often obliged to run my bead 
against my old acquaintances, the Swedish feathers, wbilk 
your honour must conceive to be doubles-pointed stakes, 
shod with iron at each end, and planted before the squad 
of pikes to prevent an onfall of the cavalry. The wbilk 
Swedish feathers, although they look gay to the eye, re- 
sembling the shrubs or lesser trees of a forest, as the puis- 
sant pikes, arranged in battalia behind them, correspond 
to the tall pines thereof, yet, nevertheless, are not alto- 
gether so soft to encounter as the plumage of a goose. 
Howbeit, in despite of heavy blows and light pay, a cav- 
alier of fortune may thrive iodifierently well in the Impe- 
rial service, in respect his private casualties are nothing so 
closely looked to as by the Swede ; and so that an officer 
did his duty on the field, neither Wallenstein nor Pappen- 
faeim, nor old Tilly before them, would likely listen to the 
objurgations of boors or burghers against any commander 
or soldado, by whom they chanced to be somewhat closely 
shorn. So that an experienced cavalier, knowing bow to 
lay, as our Scottish phrase runs, ' the head of the sow to 
the tail of the grice,' might get out of the country the pay 
wbilk he could not obtain from the emperor." 

" With a full hand, sir, doubtless, and with interest," 
said Lord Mentieth. 

^* Indubitably, my lord," answered Dalgetty, composed- 
ly ; " for it would be doubly disgraceful for any soldado 
of rank to have his name called in question for any petty 
delinquency." 

" And pray, sir," continued Lord Menteids, " wha 
made you leave so gainful a service 1" 

*' Why, truly, sir," answered the soldier, ^^ an Irish 
cavalier, called O'Quilligan, being major of our regiment, 
and I having bad words with him the night before, re- 
specting the worth and precedence of our several nations, 
it pleased him the next day to deliver his orders to me 
with the point of his batoon advanced and held aloof, iih 



slettd ofd^eliimig aad tn(3mg tbe 'aaoie, as is the faahion 
from a courteous commanding-officer towards his equal 
in rank, tbougb, it may be, bis inferior io aiiiitary grade. 
Upon tbis quarrel, sir, we fought in private rencontre ; 
and as, in the perquisitions which follo\?ed, it pleased 
Walter Butler, our Oberst or cobnel, to give the lighter 
punishmeut to his countryman, and the heavier tome, 
whereupon, ill-stomaching such partiality, 1 exchanged 
my commissioQ for one under the Spaniard." 

'^ I hope you found yourself better off by the change ?" 
said Lord Menteith. 

'* In good sooth," answered the Ritt-master, " I had 
but little to complaiu of. The pay was somewhat regular, 
being furnidied by the rich Flemings and WakxHis of the 
Low Country. The quarters were excellent ; the good 
wheaten loaves of the Flemings were better than the Pro- 
vant rye-bread of the Swede, and Rhenish wine was more 
plenty with us than ever I saw the black-beer of Rostock 
in Gustavus's camp. Service there was none, duty there 
was little ; and that little we might do, or leave undone, 
at our pleasure ; an excellent retirement for a cavalier 
somewhat weary of field and leaguer, who had purchas- 
ed with his blood as much honour as might serve his turn, 
and was desirous of a little ease and good living." 

" And may I ask," said l^ord Menteith, ^* why you, 
Captain, being, as I suppose, in the situation you describe, 
retired from the Spanish service also 9" 

'' You are to consider, my lord, that your Spaniard," 
replied Captain Dalgetty, '^ is a person altogether unpar- 
alleled in his own conceit, wherethrough he maketh not 
fit account of such foreign cavaliers of valour as are pleas- 
ed to take service with him. And a galling thing it is to 
ev^ry honourable soldado, to be put aside, and postponed, 
and obliged to yield preference to every puffing signor, 
who, were it the question which should first mount a breach 
at push of pike, might be apt to yield willing place to a 
Scottish cavalier. Moreover, sir, I was pricked in con 
science respecting a mutter of religion. 
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'* I dKMdd not hft ve Aought, Capttiia Drig^/' &akl this 
jroung nobleman, <* that an old noldier i«rho had changed 
service so often, ^ouid have been to6 scnipul^us on Uiat 
bead." 

^ No more I am, my brd," aaid tbe Captain, ^< since I 
hold it to be the duty of the chaplain of tbe regiment to 
settle those matters for rae, and every other brave cava- 
lier, inasmuch ad be does nothing elseibat I knowof for his 
pay and allowances. But this ni^as a partkuhnr case, my 
lord, a ee^iU impravisuiy as I may say, in t^hilk I had no 
chaplain of my own persuasion to act as my adviser. I 
found, in shbrt, that although my being a Protestant might 
be winked at, in respect that I was a mai^ of action, and 
had more eitperience than all the Dobs in our teirtia put 
together, yet, when in garrison, it was expect^ I should 
go to mass with the ragimenc. Now^ my brd, as a true 
Scottish man, and educated at the Marescha^CoIlege of 
Aberdeen, I was bound to uphold tbe mass to be an act 
of blinded papistry and utter idolatry, whilk 1 Was alto- 
gether unwilling lo homologate by my presence* True 
it is, that I consulted on the point with a worthy country- 
man of my own, one Father Patsides, of the Scottish 
Convent in Wurtzburgh"— — 

" And I hope," observed Lord Menteith, " you obtain- 
ed a clear opinion from this same ghostly father ?*' 

^* As clear as it could be," replied Captain Dalgetty, 
" considering we had drunk six flasks of Rhenish, and 
about two mutchkins of Kirchen-wasser. Father Patsides 
informed me, that, as nearly as he could judge lor a her- 
etic like myself, it signified not much whether I went to 
mass or not. Seeing my eternal perdition was signed and 
sealed at any rate, in respect of my impenitent and ob- 
durate perseverance in my damnable heresy. Being dis- 
couraged by this response, I applied to a Dutch pastor of 
the reformed church, who told me, he thought I might 
hiwfuNy go to mass, in respect that the prophet permitted 
Naaman, a mighty man of valour and an honourable cav- 
alier of Syria, to follow his master into the house of Rim- 
mon, a false god, or idol, to whom he had vowed service, 
and to bow down when the Kins was leaning upon bis 
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hMdi But dtridier wts this afiswer satisT&ctory to mtf^ 
both beoaude there was an uneo difference between an 
atioitited kiDg of Syria, and our Spanish colonel, whom I 
could hA^& blown away like the peeling of an ingao, and 
chiefly beosuse 1 could not find the thing was required of 
Me by any of the articles of war ; neither was I proflered 
any consideration, either in perquisite or pay, for the 
wrong 1 might thereby do to my conscience." 

** So you agaia change your service V^ said Lord 
Menteith. 

'' In troth did I, my lord ; and after trying for a short 
while two or three other powers, I even took on for a time 
with their High Mightinesses the States of Holland." 

^' And how did their service jump with your humour 9" 
again demanded his companion. 

^* O ! my lord," said the soldier in a sort of enthusiasm, 
** their behaviour on pay-day might be a pattern to all 
Europe — no borrowings, no tendings, no offsets, no arrears, 
— all balanced and paid like a banker's book. The quar- 
ters, too, are excellent, and the allowances unchallenge- 
able ; but then, sir, they are a preceese, scrupulous peo- 
ple, and will allow nothing for peccadilloes. So that if a 
boor complains of a broken bead, or a beer-seller of a 
broken can, or a daft wench does but squeak loud enough 
to be heard above her breath, a soldier of honour shall be 
dragged, not before his own court-martial, who can best 
judge of and punish his demerits, but before a base me- 
chanical burgo-master, who shall menace him with the 
rasp-bouse, the cord, and what not, as if he were one of 
their own mean, amphibious, twenty-breeched boors. So 
not being able to dwell longer among those ungrateful 
plebeians, who, although unable to defend themselves by 
their proper strength, will nevertheless albw the noble 
foreign cavalier Who engages with them nothing beyond 
bis dry wages, which no honourable spirit will put in com- 
petition with a liberal license and honourable countenance, 
I resolved to leave the service of the Mynheers. And 
hearing at this time, to my exceeding satisfaction, tlia' 
7* Vol. ii» 



78 TAIJBt iMt IfT UkUBLOBD. 

there is sometbtof to be doing this soindikr in toy way ia 
this my dear native country, I am come hither, as they 
say, like a beggar to a bridal, in order to give my loving 
countrymen the advantage of that experience which I have 
acquired in foreign parts. So your lordship has an out- 
line of my brief story, excepting my deportment in those 
passages of action in the field, in leaguers, storms, and on- 
slaughts, whilk would be wearisome to narrate, and might, 
perad venture, better befit any other tongue than mine own.' 



CHAPTER III. 

For pleas of right let statesmen vex their head, 
Battle's my husiness, and my guerdon bread ; 
And, with the sworded Switzer, I can say, 
The best of causes is the beA of ]>ay. 

ZAmms* 

The difficulty and narrowness of the road had by this 
time become such as to interrupt the conversation of the 
travellers, and Lord Menteith, reining back bis horse, held 
a moment's private conversation with his domestics. The 
Captain, who now led the van of the party, after about a 
quarter of a mile's slow and toilsome advance up a bro- 
ken and rugged ascent, emerged into an upland valley, to 
which a mountain stream acted asadrain,.and afforded suf- 
ficient room upon its green sward banks for the travellers 
to pursue their journey in a more social manner. 

Lord Menteith accordingly resumed the conversation, 
which had been interrupted by the difficulties of the way. 
^' 1 should have thought," said he to Captain Dalgetty, 
*' that a cavalier of your honourable mark, who hath so 
(ong followed the valiant King of Sweden, and entertains 
such a suitable contempt for the base mechanical States 
of Holland, would not have hesitated to embrace the cause 
of King Charles, in preference to that of the low-born« 
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roundheaded, canting knaves, who are in rebellion against 
Ws authority ?'* 

*^ Ye speak reasonably, my lord," said Dalgetty, ** and, 
aeteris paribus y I might be induced to see the matter in 
the same light. But, my lord, there is a southern prov- 
erb, — fine words butter no parsnips. I have heard 
enough since 1 came here, to satisfy me that a cavalier of 
honour is free to take any part in this civil embroilment 
whilk he may find most convenient for his own peculiar. 
*joyalty is your pass- word, my lord — Liberty, roars another 
chield from the other side of the strath — ^the King, shouts 
one war-cry — the Parliament, roars another— Montrose for 
ever, cries Donald, waving his bonnet — Argyle and Leveo, 
cries a south-country Saunders, vapouring with his bat 
and feather. Fight for the bishops, says a priest, with 
bis gown and rochet — Stand stout for the kirk, cries a 
minister, in a Geneva cap and band. — Good watch-words 
all — excellent watch-words. Whilk cause is the best, I 
cannot say. But sure am I that I have fought knee-deep 
in blood many a day for one that was ten degrees worse 
than the worst of them all." 

" And pray. Captain Dalgetty," said his lordship, 
*^ since the pretensions of both parties seem to you so 
equal, will you please to inform us by what circumstances 
your perference will be determined ?" 

" Simply upon two considerations, my lord," answered 
the soldier. " Being, first, on which side my services 
would be in most honourable request : — And, secondly, 
whilk is a corollary of the first, by whilk party they are 
likely to be most gratefully requited. And, to deal plain- 
ly with you, my lord, my opinion at present doth on both 
points rather incline to the side of the Parliament." 

^* Your reasons, if you please," said Lord Menteith, 
** and perhaps I may be able to meet them with some 
others which are more powerful." 

'* Sir, I shall be amenable to reason," said Captain Dal- 
getty, " supposing it addresses itself to my honour and 
my interest. Well, then, my lord, here is a sort of High- 
land host assembled, or expected to assemblet in tbes« 
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wild bilb) m the King's behalL Now, sir^ you know the 
nature of our Highlanders. I will not deny tbem to be a 
people 9tout in body and valiant in heart, and courageous 
enough in their own wild way of fighting, which is as re- 
mote from the usages and discipline of war, as ever was 
that of the ancient Scythians, or of the salvage Indians of 
America that now is. They h^vena so mickle as a Ger- 
man whistle, or a drum, to beat a march, an alarm, a 
clmrge, |i retreat, a reveille, or the tattoo, or any other 
point of war ; and tlieir damo^le skirlin' pipeis, wfoilk 
they themselves pretend to understand, are unimelligif 
ble to the ears of any cavaliero accustomed to civilized 
warfare. So that, were I undertaking to disdplJne 3uch 
a hreechless mob, it wer^ impossible for me to be under- 
stood ; and, if I were understood, judge ye, my lord, what 
ohanoe I bad of being obeyed among a band of half sal^ 
vages, who are accustomed to pay to their own lairds and 
chiefs, allenarly, that respect and obedience wbilk ought 
tp be paid to commtssionate officers, K 1 were teaching 
them to form battalia by extracting the square root, that is» 
by forming your square battalioo of equal number of men 
of rank and file, corresponding to the square root of the 
full number present, what return could I expect for com*' 
municating Uiis golden secret of military tactic, except it 
may be a dirk in my wame, on placing some M^Ali^ter 
More, M'Shemei, or Capperfae, in the flank or rear, when 
be claimed to be in the van H — Truly, well saith holy 
writ, * if ye cast pearls before swine, they will turn again 
and read ye,' " 

*' I believe, Anderson," said Lord Menteitb, looking 
back to one of his servants, for both were closQ b^in^ 
him, ** you can assure this gentleman, we shall have more 
occasion for experienced officers, and be more disposed to 
profit by tbeir instructions, than he seems to be aware of." 

" With your honour's permission," said Anderson, re- 
spectfully raising hi^ cap, " when we are joined by the 
triah infantry who are expectedi and who should be land* 
ed to the West Higblande beforq now, we shall, have aeisd 
€if food soldifHTA to discipline our kri^e." 



^^ And I should lik« veU — verj; well, to be onployed ir 
such service," said DfligeUy ; '< the Irish Bra pretty teh 
lows— ^very pretty fellows«-^I desire to see oone better io 
the field. J once saw a brigade of Irisb, at the tajsiog ot 
Frankfort upon the Oder, stand to it with sword and pike 
until they beat off the blue and yelk>wSwedidi brigades, 
esteemed as stout as any that fought under the immortal 
Gustavus. And although stout Hepburn, valiant Lums^ 
dalo^ courageous JMonroe, with myself and other cavaliers, 
made entry elsewhere at point of pike, yet, b«d we all 
met with such .opposition* we had returned with great loss 
and little profit* Wherefore these valiant Irishes^ being 
all put Co the sword, as is usual in such cases, did never- 
theless gain immortal praise and honour ; so tbat« for their 
sakes, I have always loved aord honoured those of that 
nation next to my own country of Scotland." 

^' A Qommand of Irish," said Mentieth, ^* I think I 
could almost promise you, should you be disposed to em-r 
brace the royal cause." 

" And yet," said Captain Dalgetty, " my second and 
greatest difficulty remains behind ; for, although I hold it 
a mean and sordid thing for a soldado to have notlung in 
his mouth but pay and gelt, like the base culiions, the 
German lanz-koechts, whom I mentioned before | and 
although I will maintain it with my sword, that honour ia 
1^ be preferred before pay, free quarters* and arrears, yet, 
ex contrario, a soldier's pay being the counterpart of hia 
engagement of service, it becomes a wise and considerate 
cavalier to consider vphat remuneration he is to receive for 
hjs service, and from what funds it is to be paid. Apd truly, 
my lord, from what ) cap see and boar, the Conventipp are 
the pgrse-master^. The Highlanders, indeed, fnay be 
kept in humour, by allpwiog then) to steal cattle ; Qpd for 
the Irishes, your lordship and your noble associates may, 
according to the practice of the wars in suqh cases, pay 
them as seldom or as little as may suit yo^r pleasure or 
convenience ; but the same n^ode of treatment dpth not 
apply to a cavalier like met who ipuf^ keep up bif horses. 
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servants, arms, and equipage^ and who neither caoi nor 
will, go to warfare upon his own charges." 

Anderson, the domestic who had before spoken, now 
respectfully addressed his master — '' I think, my lord," 
he said, ^^ that, under your lordship's favour, I could say 
something to remove Captain Dalgetty's second objection 
also. He asks us where we are to collect our pay ? 
Now, in my poor mind, the resources are as open to us as 
to the Covenanters. They tax the country according to 
their pleasure, and dilapidate the estates of the King^s 
friends ; now, were we once in the Lowlands, with 
our Highlanders and our Irish at our backs, and our swords 
in our hands, we can 6nd many a fat traitor whose ill- 
gotten wealth shall fill our military chest and satisfy our 
soldiery. Besides, confiscations will fall in thick ; and, 
in giving donations of forfeited lands to every adventurous 
cavalier who joins his standard, tlie King will at once re- 
ward his friends and punish bis enemies. In short, he that 
joins these Roundhead dogs may get some miserable pit- 
tance of pay — he that joins our standard has a chance to 
be knight, lord, or earl, if luck serve him." 

" Have you ever served, my good friend ?" said die 
Captain to the spokesman. 

^^ A little, sir, in these our domestic quarrels," answer- 
ed the man, modestly. 

*' But never in Germany or the Low Countries ?" said 
Dalgetty. 

*^ I never had the honour," answered Anderson. 

" I profess," said Dalgetty, addressing Lord Menteith, 
^* your lordship's servant has a sensible, natural, pretty 
idea of military matters ; somewhat irregular though, and 
smells a little too much of selling the bear's skin before 
he has hunted him. I will take the matter, however, into 
my consideration." 

" Do so, Captain," said Lord Menteith ; "you will 
have the night to think of it, for we are now near the house, 
where I hope to insure you a hospitable reception." 

" And that is what will be very welcome," said the 
Captain, " for 1 have tasted no food since daybreak but 
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a farl of oatHsake, which I divided with my horse. So 
I have been fain to draw my sword-belt three bores tighter 
for very extenuation, lest hunger and heavy iron should 
make the gird sb'p." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Once on a time, no matter when, 
Some Glunimies met in a glen ; 
As deft and tight as ever wore 
A dirk, a targe, and a claymore, 
Short hose, and belted plaid or trewa. 
In Uist, Locfaaber, Skye, or Lewes, 
Or covered bard head with his bonnet ; 
Had you but known them yon would own h. 



A HILL was now before the travellers, covered with an 
ancient forest of Scottish firs, the topmost of which, fling- 
ing their scathed branches across the western horizon, 
gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In the centre of this 
wood rose the towers, or rather the chimneys, of the 
bouse, or castle, as it was called, destined for the end ol 
their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two high-rid ged narrow 
buildings, intersecting and crossing each other, formed the 
corps de logis. A projecting bartizan or two, with the 
addition of small turrets at the angles, much resembling 
pepper-boxes, had procured for Darniinvarach the digni* 
fied appellation of a castle. It was surrounded by a low 
court-yard wall, within which were the usual offices. 

As the travellers approached more nearly, they discov- 
ered marks of recent additions to the defences of the 
place, which had been suggested, doubtless, by the inse- 
curity of those troublesome times. Additional loopholes 
for muisketry were strpck out in different parts of tho 
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building «od of ita aurro^h^g W4l}f Th» vfiod^n^f liadi 
just been oarefuHj aoeurad b^ staiH:^iQnfi of iroPi cross-** 
ing etch otlier atbivort and eno-lo^g, litce tbe gFa^s of n 
prison. The door of the court-yard wa^ sbut, and it waii 
only after cautious challenge that one of its leaves was 
opened by two domestics, both strong Highlanders, and 
both under arms, like Bitias and Pandarus in the ^neid, 
ready to defend the entrance, if aught hostile had ventur- 
ed an intrusion. 

When the travellers were admitted into the court, they 
found additional preparations for defence. The walls 
were scaffolded for the use of fife-arms, and one or two 
of the small guns, called sackers, or falcons, were mount- 
ed at the angles and flanking turrets. 

More domestics, both in the Highland and Lowland 
dress, instantly rushed from the interior of the mansion, 
and some hastened to take the horses of the strangers, 
while others waited to marshal! them away into the dwell- 
mg-house. But Captain Dalgetty refused the proffered 
assistance of those who wished to rffli^e bin? of tbe^ charge 
of his horse* " It is my custom, my frie«d% to ^ee Gu3^ 
tavus (for so I have called bim softer my invincible master) 
acbommodated npyaelf ; we are old friends ^nd kUovf^ 
travellers, and as I often need the M^e of bis l^gs, I aU 
mrays lend bim in my turn the service of my tongue, to 
call for whatever be has occasion for ;" and accordingly 
be strode into the stable after bi^ ste^d witliout fsu'tber 
'apok>gy. 

Neidier Ijord Menteith nor bis attendants paid the sai^Q 
attonlkm to tbeir horses, but leaving thenci to the profiered 
care of the servants of the place, walked forward intoth^ 
bouse, wbere a sort of dark vaulted vestibule displayed, 
among other aaisoeUaoeous iirticliesi a bMg^ barrel of twor 
penay ale, beside which were, rang^ two^ or three wopden 
qiieichs or biokepsi, ready, it w<MAld appear, for \i\e aoxr 
vtoe of whoever thought proper to employ tbem* Lord 
Menteith appfied himself to the spigot, drank without cer<- 
emony, and then handed the stoup to Anderson, who fol 
lowed his master's example, but not until he had flung out 
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the djro|> of ale which remained, and slightly rinsed the 
woodeo cup« 

*' What the deil, man/' said an old Highland servant 
belooging to the familyi " can she no drink after her ain 
master without washing the cup and spilling the ale, and 
he tamned to her !" 

^* I was hred in France," answered Anderson, " where 
nobody drinks after another out of the same cup, unljBSS 
it be after a young lady." 

*' The teil's in their nicety !" said Donald ; " and if the 
ale be gude, fat the waur is't that another man's beard's 
been in the queicb before ye ?" 

Anderson's companion drank without observing the 
ceremony which had given Donald so much otTence, and 
both of them followed their master into the low-arched 
stone hall, which was the common rendezvous of a High- 
land family. A large fire of peats in the huge chimney 
at the upper end shed a dim light through the apartment^ 
and was rendered necessary by the damp, by which, even 
during the summer, the apartment was rendered uncom- 
fortable. Twenty or thirty targets, as many claymores, 
with dirks, and plaids, and guns, both match-lock and 
fire-lock, and long-bows, and cross-bows, and Locbaber 
axes, and coats of plate armour, and steel-bonnets, and 
head-pieces, and the more ancient habergeons, or shirts 
of reticulated mail, with hood and sleeves corresponding 
to it, all bung in confusion about the walls, and would have 
formed a month's amusement to a member of a modesa 
antiquarian society. But such things were too familiar, 
to attract much observation on the part of the present 
spectators. 

There was a large clumsy oaken table, which the hasty 
hospitality of the domestic who had before spoken, imme- 
diately spread with milk, butter, goat-milk cheese, a flagon 
of beer, and a flask of nsquebae, designed for the refresh- 
ment of Lord Menteith ; while an inferior servant made 
similar preparations at the bottom of the table for the beti- 
efit of bis attendants. The space which intervened be« 
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sufficient distinctioa between master and s6irvaiit| even 
Ihddgh the folrmer wiei», as in the (MPetent tb^tnti^e) of bigh 
ttxkk. Meanwhile the guests stood by the ft^e-^tbe jroutig 
nobleman under the chimneyj tnd fab deiir<»ts at teme 
little distance^ 

"< What do you thitkk, Atid^rsoOj'' Mid the fertner^ <* of 
our feUow4ravelfer ^' 

'< A stout fellow," replied Ander^n, ** if aH b« good 
dMat is upconie. I wish ^e b»d twenty such to pilt Our 
Tecigues into some sort of discipline.'* 

*^ I differ from you, Ander^ofif" said Lot^ Memeith i 
^ ) tbSok this fellow Dalgetty is one of those horse-^leedbes, 
irhose appetite for blood being Only sharpent^d by x)rhai 
he has BUtked in foreign ooutttri^s, he k now returned to 
bMiea upon that of bis own. Sbartid oo th«>piiok of these 
lOereeoary swordiMn 1 ibey haire mad^e the name ol Scot 
tbrotiigh lail Eunopo equ?valent to ih^l of a pkiful merc^ 
ftury, who koows neither hoomir nor principle but his 
itiooth'^ pay, who transfers his ftHegkal;e from stinchird to 
slaftdard, at the pleasure of fortune or tho highest bidder ) 
ftnd to whose ii^satiable thirst for plunder and warm quaN* 
ters we Owe much of that civil dissension which is now 
turning our swords against our own bowels. I bad sctrce 
patience with the htr^d gladiator, and yet could hardly 
help laughing at the extremity of bis imp^idence.^ 

*' Your lordship will forgive me,** said Anderson, "if I 
t^ommend to you, in the present circumstances, toeon^^ 
ceai at least a part of this generous indigna^bn ; we can- 
hot, unfortunately, do our work without the assistance of 
those who act on baser motives than our own. We cannot 
spare the 6Ssis(tance of such fellows as our friend the sol- 
dado. So use the canting phrase of the saints in the 
E^lfsh Parliament, the sons of 2eruiah are still too many 
for us.** 

^ I must dissembte, then, as we)) as I call,** Said Lord 
M^ntekh, ^ as I have hitherto done, upon your hint. But 
i msh the fdfow «t the devil with all my beart.*^ 



** Ay, fool stffl you tnusi remember, my lord,** resumed 
Atidet90n, ^ ibtft to etire the bite of a scorpion, you must 
crush another B^orpion on die wound-^bm stop, we shall 
be overheard.** 

From a aide^door in the hnll glided a Highlander into 
the apartment, ivhose lofty stattrre, and complete equip- 
ment, as well as the eagie*i{ feather in his bonnet, and the 
con6dence of his demeanour, annonnced to be a person of 
superior rank. He walked slowly up to the table, and 
made no answer to Lord Menteitb, who, addressing him * 
by the ttame of Allan, asked him how he did. 

** Ye manna speak to her e'en now,'* whispered an 
old attendant. 

The tall Highlander, sinking down upon the empty settle 
ne^t the fire, fixed his eyes upon the red embers and the 
huge heap of turf, and seemed buried in profound ab« 
straecion. His dark eyes, and wild and enthusiastic fea- 
tores, bore the air of one who, deeply impressed with his 
own subjects of meditation, pdys little attention to exte- 
rior objects. An air of gloomy severity, the fruit perhaps 
of ascetic and solitary habits, might, in a Lowlander, have 
been ascribed to religious fanaticism ; but by that disease 
of tlie mind, then so common both in England and the 
Lowlands of Scotland, the Highlanders of this period 
were rarely infected. They had, however, their own pe- 
culiar superstitions, which overclouded the mind with 
tbick-coRHng fancies, as completely as the puritanism of 
their neighbours. 

« His lordship's honour,'* said the Highland servant, 
sideling up to Lord Menteith, and speaking in a very low 
tone, " his lordship i anna speak to Allan even now, for 
the cloud is upon his mind." 

Lord Menteith nodded, and took no farther notice of 
the reserved mountaineer. 

" Said 1 not,"asked the latter, suddenly raising his state- 
ly person upright, and looking at the domestic — ** said 1 
not that four were to come, and here stand but three on 
the hall floor 1" 
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** In troth did je say sae, Allao/' said ibe old I%h- 

lander, " and here's the fourth man coining elinking in at 
the yett e'en now from the stable, for he's shelled like a 
partan wi' aim on back and breast, haunch and abanks* 
And am I to set her chair up near the Meoteith's, or down 
wi' the honest gentlemen at the foot of the table 9" 

Lord Menteith himself answered the inquiry by point- 
ing to a seat beside bis own. 

^' And here she comes," said Donald, as Captain Dal- 
getty entered the hall ; *' and I hope gentlemens will all 
take bread and cheese, as we say in the glens, until bet- 
ter meat be ready, until the Tiemach comes back frae the 
hill wi' the southern gentlefolk, and then, Dugald Cook 
will show himself wi' bis kid and bill venison." 

In the meantime. Captain Dalgetty had entered the 
apartment, and walking up to the seat placed next Lord 
Menteith, was leaning on the back of it with his arms 
folded. Anderson and his companion waited at the boC* 
tom of the table, in a respectful attitude, until they should 
receive permission to seat themselves ; while three or four 
Highlanders, under the direction of old Donald, ran hither 
and thither to bring additional articles of food, or stood 
still to give attendance upon the guests. 

In the midst of these preparations, Allan suddeidy start-* 
ed up, and snatching a lamp from the hand of an attend* 
ant, held it close to Dalgetty's face, while he perused his 
features with the most heedful and grave attention. 

" By my honour," said Dalgetty, half displeased, as, 
mysteriously shaking bis head, Allan gave up tlie scru- 
tiny — ^* I trow that lad and I will ken each other when we 
meet again." 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom of the table, wad 
having, by the aid of his lamp, subjected Anderson and 
his companion to tbe same investigation, stood a moment 
as if in deep reflection ; then, touching his forehead, sud- 
denly seized Anderson by the arm, and before be could 
offer any effectual resistance, balf led and half dragged 
nim to the vacant seat at the upper end, and having made 
a mute intimation that he should there place himself, he 



.buoned die soidado with the same unoereincmioiis precip* 
ilation to the bottom of the table. The Captain, exceed- 
ingly incensed at this freedom, endeavoured to shake Allan 
from bim with violence ; but, powerful as he was, he 
proved in the struggle inferior to the gigantic mountaineer, 
who threw bim off with such violence, that after reeling a 
few paces, be fell at full length, and the vaulted haU rang 
witli the clash of bis armour. When he arose, his first 
action was to draw his sword and to fly at Allan, who, with 
folded arms, seetned to await his onset with the most scorn- 
ful indifference. Lord Menteith and bis attendants in* 
terposed to preserve peace, while the Highlanders, snatch- 
ing weapons from the wall, seemed prompt to increase 
the broil. 

'< He is mad," whispered Lord Menteith, ^* he is per- 
fectly mad ; there is no purpose in quarrelling with him." 

*< If your lordship is assured tliat he is non compos 
mentiSf said Captain Dalgetty, *' the wbilk his breeding 
and behaviour seem to testify, the matter must end here, 
seeing that, a madman can neither give an affront, nor ren- 
der honourable satisfaction. But, by my saul, if I had 
my provant and a bottle of Rhenish under my belt, 1 
should have stood other ways up to him. And yet it's a 
pity he should be sae weak in the intellectuals, being a 
strong proper man of body, fit to handle pike, morgens- 
tern,* or any other military implement whatsoever." 

Peace was thus restored, and the party seated thenv- 
aelves agreeably to their former arrangement, with which 
Allan, who had now returned to his settle by ttie fire, and 
seemed once more immersed in meditation, did not again in- 
terfere. Lord Menteith, addressing tbeprlncipal domestic, 
hastened to start some theme of conversation which might 

* This was a sort of club or mace used in the earlier part of the seventeenth 
century in the defence of breaches and walls. When the Germans iiisuhed a 
Scotch regiment then besieged in TraUsnnd, saying they heard there was a shk> 
"ome from Denmark to them laden with tobacco pipes, '* One of our soldiers/' 
sa>'8 Colonel Robert Monro, " showing them over the work a moixenstem. 
made of a large stock banded with iron, like the shaft of a halbert, with around 
prlohe at the end with cross iron pikes, saith, • here is one of the tobacco pipet^ 
wherewith we will beat out your brains when you iuieod lo storm ua.' " 
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oUiceriW all t«e<di«eticKi of tb« (hty ftiM And HJkettfiMi. 
*< Ttie Iflird i» «t ih« bitt then, Dottialdi I ot)didi*^ttiiMr^Md 
wNiie English stranger* wiib him 9" 

<^ At the hill he is, an it like f6Ut buHUMir, Md t^vb 
Ssicon caiafbt^ros are with him sure enough ; and thai is 
Sir Miles Mosgrave and Christopher Hall) boAf from the 
Camraik, as I think they call their country/' 

<* Hall and Musgrare ?" said Lord Meiitei&v l^ii% 
at his anendants, ^* the very men that we wished to see.'' 

^ Troth," said Donald, *< an' I wish I had never seen 
them between the een, ioft they're Gome to b^rry us Out 
o' iKittse and ha'." 

'' Why, Donald," said Lord Meateith, '< yoo did mtt 
use to be so churlish of your beef and ale ; soCithkiid 
though they be, they'll scarce eat up all tbe «atde that's 
goivvg ofi the Castle mains." 

'* Teii care an they did," said Donald, ** dndfhait W^re 
the warst o't, for we have a wheen canny trewsinan here 
that wadna let us want if there was a homed beast atween 
this and Perth. Bat this is a warsc job-^it's nae less than 
a wager ^" 

*< A w^ger l^ repealed Lord Meotefth, wMv some 
surprise* 

<' Trotb," continued Donald, to the^fntt as eager to tell 
his news as Lord Menteith was enrkm^ to heavth<^ifi, ^ an 
your lordship is a friend and kinstfnstx/ the house, an* ais 
ye^R hear eneugh o't in )sss than an hour, t nfi«y m weel 
tell ye mysdll. Ye saH be please<d! tlieci to faxsw^ 4m 
when our Laird was up hy England, wl!yerehfe'glMigs-€fft«Sh 
er than his friends can wish, he was bfding at ^ IfSWiS 
o' this Sir Miles Mu^rave^ ai!!^ d^re was putlen- ^ati fb^ 
table, six candlesticks, that they relt mcf were twkm M 
tnuckle as the candlesticks in DiHuUane kirkTandaeitber 
aim, brass, nor tin, but af soRd silver, nae tess ;-^«p wi' 
their English pride, has sae muekle^ and kens sae little 
how to guide it ! Sae they began to jeer the Laird, that 
he saw nae sic graith in bis ain poor country ; and the 
Laird, scorning to hae his country put down without a 
word for its credit, swore like a gude Scjoljsman, that he 



ted vEBsk cawilnriiek0^ aiod better ciiiiAestiekir, ki' tifis ain 
catftle ^ haoM, i^d were eTer liglited in i hall in Cvtt^ 
berlacidy mn CoikiberUnd bQ the n«^lie o* tlie cotintry/' 

** That was pauioticallysaid," observed Lord Metitehh; 

'^ Fary trtie-^ut her faefioar had better h«e hauden 
fa^ tongue, hr if ye say ony thiag amftng the Saton^ 
that's a Wi^ by ordinar, diey clink ye down for a Vfhffst 
as fast as a Lowiaad smith would hammed shbon on a 
Highfamd sheky. An' so the Laird behoved either to gae 
back o' his iviord, or wager twa hendred merki ; and so 
he e'en took the wageri rather than be shamed wi' the 
like o' tb^n. And now he's like to gel it 10 pay, and 
I'm thinking that's what makes him sae sweat to come 
bame at e'en." * 

'^ Indeeid/' said Lord Menteith, ^ from my ideft of 
your {amily plate, Donald, your laaster is certain to lose 
such a Wager." 

*' Your honour may swear that ; am* where he's lo get 
tbe nller I kenna, although he borrowed out o' twenty pdr** 
ses. 1 advised him to pit the twa Saxon gentlemen and' 
their servants cannily into the pit o' the tower till they 
gae up the bargain o' free gude-will, but the Laird winna 
hear reason*" 

Allan here started up, strode forward, and interrupted 
die conversation, saying to the domestic in a vetee like 
thunder, '* Aud how dared yoii fo give my brother such 
dishonourable advice 9 or bow dare you to sa^ he Will lose 
this or any other wager, which it is his pleasure to lay V^ 

" Troth, AHan M* Aulay," answered the old midn, " it's 
DO for my father's son to gainsay What your father's sod 
thinks fit toisay, an' so the Laird may no doubt win his 
wag^. A' thai I ken against it is, that the teil a candle- 
stick, or ony thing like it, is in the house, except the at^ld 
aim branches tliat hae been here since Laird Kennetb's 
time, and the tin sconces that your father garM be made 
by aidd Wiitte Winkie the tinkler, mair be token that deil 
an unoe of siller plate ^ about the bouse at ai'i 
forby the lady's auld posset-dish, that wants the cover 
and ane o' the lugs." 
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<< Peace, old meo T' mid Alko, fiercel|r ; ^ end do 
you geoUemeD, if your refection is finished, leare thb 
afMrtment clear ; I must prepare it for the reception of 
these southern guests." 

*' Coroe away," said the Domestic, pulling Lord Men- 
teith by the sleeve ; ^^ his hour is on him," said he, look* 
ipg towards Allan, *' and he will not be controlled*" 

They left the hall accordingly. Lord Menteith and the 
Captain being ushered one way by old Donald, and the 
two attendants conducted elsewhere by another High* 
lander. The former had scarcely reached a sort of witb* 
drawing apartment ere they were joined by the lord of 
the man»on, Angus M^Aulay by name, and his English 
guests. Great joy was expressed by all parties, for Lord 
Menteith and the English gentlemen were well known to 
each other ; and, on Lord Menteith's introduction. Cap** 
tain Dalgetty was well received by the Laird. But after 
the first burst of hospitable congratulation was over. Lord 
Menteith could observe, that there was a shade of sadness 
on the brow of his Highland friend. 

** You must have heard," said Sir Christopher Hall, 
** that our fine undertaking in Cumberland is all blown up. 
The militia would not march into Scotland, and your prick- 
ear'd Covenanters have been too hard for our friends in 
the southern shires. And so, understanding there is 
some stirring work here, Musgrave and I, rather than 
sit idle at home, are coroe to have a campaign among 
your kilts and plaids." 

'* I hope you have brought arms, men, and money with 
you," said Lord Menteith, smiling. 

*^ Only some dozen or two of troopers, iihora we left 
at the last Lowland village," said Musgrave, '^ and trouble 
enough we had to get them so far." 

*^ As for money," said bis companion, ^* we expect a 
small supply from our friend aad host here." 

The Laird now, coburing highly, took Menteith a httle 
apart, and expressed to him his regret that he had fallen 
mto a foolish blunder. 
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** I beard it fiom DoiMld,"md Lord MenttitlH scarce 
abte to suppress a smile. 

*' Devil take that old iii«d/' said M'Aulay, << be wotild 
tell everything, were it to cost one's life ; but it's no jest- 
ing matter to you neither, my Lord, for I reckon on your 
friendly and fraternal benevolence, as a near kinsman of 
our bouse, to help me out with the money due to these 
pock^puddiogs ; or else, to be plain vtV ye, the deil a 
M' Aulay will there be at the muster, for curse me if I do 
not turn Covenanter rather than face these fellows without 
paying tliem ; and, at the best, 1 shall be ill enough oS, 
getting both the scaith and the scorn." 

** You may suppose, cousin," said Lord Menteith, " I 
am not too well equipt just now ; but you may be assur- 
ed I shall endeavour to help you as well as I can, for the 
sake of old kindred, neighbourhood, and alliance." 

« Thank ye— thank ye— tliank ye," reiterated M* Aulay ; 
'^ and as they are to spend the money in the King's service, 
what signifies whether you, they, or I pay it; we are a' one 
mao's bairns I hope ? But you must help me out too with 
some reasonable excuse, or else I shall be for taking to An- 
drew Ferrara ; for I like not to be treated like a liar or a 
braggart at my own boar-d-end^ when, God knows, I only 
meant to support ray honour, and that uf my iinmily and 
country." 

Donald, as tbey were speaking, entered, with rather a 
blither face than he might have been expected to wear, 
considering the impending fate of his master's purse and 
credit. " Gentlemens, her dinner is ready, and her can" 
dle» are lighted too^'* said Donald, with a strong guttural 
emphasis on the last clause of his speech. 

^ What the devil can he mean ?" said Muagrave, look- 
ing to his countryman. 

Lord Menteith put the san e question with his eyes to 
the Laird, which M'Aulay answered by shaking his head. 

A short dispute about precedence somewhat delayed 
their leaving the apartment. Lord Menteith insisted upon 
yielding up that which .b^bnged to his rank, on consider^ 
ation of his being in bis own country, and of his near con- 
nexion with the family in which they found themselves 



The two English wangersi ^erefbr^, were ^m ushered 
into the hall, where an unexpected dbplajr ftWttited thfem. 
The large oaken table was sppreadl with substantial joints 
of meat, and seats were placed in ordet for th^ guests. 
B 'iiind every seat stood a gigantie Highlander, eompleteljr 
dressed and armed after the fashion of his country, hold- 
ing in his right hand his drawn sword, with the point turn- 
ed downwards, and in the left, a biasing torch made of 
the bog*pine. Thia wood, found in the morasses, is so 
full of turpentine, that, when split and dried, it is freqnent^ 
ly used in the Highlands instead of candles. The unex- 
pected and somewhat startling apparition was seen by the 
red glare of the torches, which displayed the wild features, 
unusual dress, and glittering arms of those who bore them, 
while the smoke, eddying up to the roof of the hall, over^ 
canopied them with a volume of vapour. Ere the strao* 
gers had recovered from their surprise, Allan stept fbr- 
ward, and, pointing with his sheathed broad-sword to the 
torch-bearers, said, in a deep and stern tone of voice,— « 
^* Behold, gentleimin cavaliers, the chandeliers ot ray 
brother's house, the ancient fashion of our ancient name i 
not one of these men knows any law but their Chiefs 
command — Would you dare to compare fo them in value 
the richest ore that ever was dog out of the mine ¥ How 
say you, cavaliers 9 — is your wager won or lost ?*' 

*' Lfost, lost,'' said Musgrave gaily — " my own silver 
candlesticks are all melted and riding on horseback by 
this time, and I wish tlie feilowfe that enKfsted were half as 
tnisty as these. Here, sir,'' be added to the Chief, ^* is 
your money ; it impairs Hali^s finances and mine some* 
what, but debts of honour must be setded." 

'^ My father's curse upon my father's son,*^ ^atd Allan, 
interrupting him, " if he receive frdm yoQ tiife penftyl 
It is enough, that you clai%i» no fight to extacx from him 
what is bis own. 

Lord Menieitfc eagerly snp|iorted Allan's opinion, and 
the elder BP Auiay readily joined, declaring Uie wttole to 
foe a fool's business, and not wonli peaking more about. 
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The E^glbhBMDi »ftef fiwne oourted^s oppomAsm^ were 

persuaded to regard the wbole aa a jokd. 

<« Aod i90«r» AHan," said the Laird^ '^ pkas6 to remove 
your catKiles ; for, fiioce the Saxon geotlemeD have seen 
theCD, tbey will eat tbeir dinner ^s comfortably by tiie light 
of the old tie scoucesi without seomfishtng thecn with so 
much smoke^'' 

Accordingly, at a sign from Allan, the living ebtodtK 
liers, recov^ing their broad-^word^, and holding the poiitt 
erect, marched out o( the hallf and left the goesti lo en- 
joy their refresbcnent.^ 



CHAPTER V. 

Tbaneby so fearlease and so fell lie grew. 

That his own syre and <baister of bis guise 

l5!d often if&inble at his hornd view ; 

And Wht dread of hart would him tKlTise, 

ThB lELiigrj^ beasKM odt ra*U^ to deftpiM, 

Nor too much to provoke ; for he woaM lewne 

The lioa stoup to hila in lowly wise, 

(A lesson hard,) and make the libberd steme 

Leave roaring, when in rage he for revenge did came. 



Notwithstanding the ^^roverbial epienrism of the 
English^ — proverbkL t)iat is to say, in Scotland at the 
periody-^ihe Eih^Iifih visiters made no figure whatever at 
tile entertainoiettC, eoi»]Mired with the portentous voracity 
of Captain DaJgetty, although that f^liant soldier bad al- 
ready diephiyed much dteaditieda and peftinacity tn his 
attack upon the lighter refresiimeDt set before them at their 
entrance, by way of forlorn hope. He spoke to no one 
during the titne of his meal } and it was not until the vic«> 
tuals were nearly withdrawn from the table, that be gratis 
fied the rest of the company, who had watched him with 



' tome Borjprwe, mlh an aocoont of tiie reasons why he ate 
80 very fast and ao very long. 

** The former quality," he said, *^ he had acquired, 
while he filled a place at the bursar's table at the Mare* 
schal<-CQ]lege of Aberdeen ; when," said he, *^ if you 
did not move your jaws as fast as a pair of castanets, you 
were very unlikely to get anything to put between them. 
And as for the quantity of my food, be it known to this 
honourable company," continued the Captain, '* that it's 
the duty of every commander of a fortress, on all occa- 
sions which offer, to secure as much munition and vivers 
as their magazines can possibly hold, not knowing when 
they may have to sustain a siege or a blockade. Upon 
which principle, gentlemen," said he, '^ when a cavalier 
finds that provant is good and abundant, he will, in my 
estimation, do wisely to victual himself for at least three 
days, as there is no knowing when he may come by anoth- 
er meal." 

The Laird expressed his acquiescence in the prudence 
of this principle, and recommended to the veteran to add 
a tass of brandy and a flagon of claret to the substantial 
provisions be had already laid in, to which prcqK>sal the 
Captain readily agreed. 

When dinner was removed and the servants had with- 
drawn, excepting the Laird's page or henchman, who re- 
mained in the apartment to call for or bring whatever was 
wanted, or, in a word, to answer the purposes of a mod- 
ern bell-wire, the conversation began to turn upon poli- 
tics, and the state of the country ; and Lord Menteith 
inquired anxiously and particularly what clans were ex- 
pected to join the proposed muster of the King's friends. 

'* That depends much, my lord, on the person who lifis 
the banner," said the Laird ; " for you know we Highland- 
ers, when a few clans are assembled, are not easily com- 
nianded by one of our own chiefs, or, to say the truth, by any 
other body. We have heard a rumour, indeed, that Colkit- 
Jo— that is, young Colkitto, or Alaster McDonald, is come 
over the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of the Earl of An- 
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trimVp60f)Ie,aodt)i«t tbey hadgotas far as Ardoaiiiiircbaa. 
Tbey «ai§^t bafis^ beeti b^r^ beware now, but, I ttippost, 
.bey loitered to plunder the country aa they came along." 

" Will Colfejtto not «erve you for a leader, theu i^ 
said Lord Mei^t^itbi. 

" Colkkto !" Bsid Allan M^Aulay, soornfully ; '« who 
talks of CijJkitto 7-^ there lives but one mau wboa we 
will follow^ an^ that is Montrose." 

<' But Montrose, sir^" said Sir Christopher HaU, '' has 
not been heard of sioce our ineffeduaV attempt to nse in 
the north of Engknd# U is thought be has retimied to 
the King at Oxford for farther ttistructioiia." 

" Returned !" said Allan, with a scornful laugh ; *^ I 
could tell ye, but it is not worth my wlule ; ye will knovr 
soon enoagb." 

*' By my hpnpur, Allan," said Lord Mentei^, you will 
weary out your friends with this intolerable, froward, and 
sullen humour — But I know the reason," added he, laugb* 
'Dg; " you have not 'seen Annot Lyhe to-day." 

" Whom did you say I had not seen 9" -said Allan 
sternly* ' , . 

^^ Annot Lyie, the fairy queen of song and minstrelsy," 
said Lord Menteith. 

" Would to God J were never to see her again," said 
Allan, ^gbing, *' on condition the same weird were laid 
on you !" . . 

^^ And why on me ?" said Lord Menteith, carelessly. 

'* Because^" said Allan, '^ it is written on yoiir fore- 
bead, that you are to* be the ruin of each other." So 
.saying, he rose up and left the room. 

'^ Has he been long in this way 1 "asked X^rd Menteith, 
addressing his brother* 

'' About three days," said Angus ; " the 6t is well uigh 
over, he will be better to-morrow. — But comc^ gentlemen, 
don't let the iappit*hen scraugh to be emptied. The King's 
health. King Charles's health! and may the covenanting 
dog that refuses it, go to heaven by the road of the Grass* 
market!" 

9 vol.. n. 
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The health wts quickljr pledged, and as het succeeded 
^y another, and another, and another, M of a party cast, 
and enfoffced in an earnest nnanner. Captain Dalgetty, 
however, thought it necessary to emer a protest. 

*' Gentlemen cavaliers,^' he said, ** [ drink these healths, 
prima ^ both out of respect to this honourable and hospita- 
ble fooi^tree, and aecundo^ because 1 hold it not good to 
be preceese in such matters, inter pocula ; but I protest, 
agreeable to the warrandice granted by this honourable 
lord, that it shall be free to me, notwithstanding my pres- 
etit oompiaisance, fo take serrice with tlie Covenanters 
to-morrow, providing* I shall be so minded.'* 

M^Aulay and his English guests stared at this declara- 
tion, which would have certainly bred new disturbance, 
if Lord Menteith had not taken up the affair, and explain- 
ed the circumstances and conditions. - *' 1 trust," he con- 
cluded, " we shall be able to secure Captain Dalgetty's 
assistance to our own party." 

" And if not," said the Laird, " I protest as the Cap- 
tain says, that nothing that has passed this evening, not 
even his having eaten my bread and salt, and pledged me 
in brandy, Bourdeaux, or usquebaugh, shall prejudice 
my cleaving him to the neck-bone." 

*' You shall be heartily welcome," said the Captain, 
'^ providing my sword cannot keep my head, which it has* 
done in worse dangers than your feud is likely to make 
forme." 

Here Lord Menteith again interposed, and the concord 
of the company being with no small difficulty restored, 
was cemented by some deep carouses. Lord Menteith, 
however, contrived to break up the party earlier than was 
the usage of the Castle, under pretence of fatigue and 
indisposition. This was somewhat to the disappointment 
of the valiant Captain, who, among other habits acquired 
in the Low Countries, had acquired both a disposition to 
drink, and a capacity to bear, an elcorbitant quantity of 
strong liquors. 

Their landlord ushered them in person to a sort of 
sleeping gallery, in which there was a four-post bed| 
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wkli lartaio euruaos, and a numlier of eribs or kmg btro- 
pers, placed along the wall, three of whtcb, well stufied 
with bloomiDg Keatfaer, were prepared for the reception 
of guests. 

**" I need not tell your lordship," said M< Aulay to Lord 
Menteiih, a little apart, ^^our Highland mode of quartering. 
Only that, not liking you should sleep in the room alone 
with this German land^Iouper, i have caused your ser- 
vaots' beds to be made here in tlie gallery. By G— -d, 
my lord, .these are times wlien men go to bed with a 
throat hale and sound as ever swallowed brandy, and be- 
fore next morning, it may be gttpiiig like an oyster-sliell." 

Lord Menteitb thanked him sincerely, saying, ** It was 
just the arrangement he would have requested ; for, al« 
though be had not the least apprehension of violence 
from Captain Dalgetty, yet Anderson was a better kind 
of person, a sort of gentleman, whom he always liked to 
have near his person. 

*' I have not seen this Anderson," said M'Aulay i " did 
you hire him in England 9" 

" 1 did so," said Lord Menteith ; " you will see the 
roan to-morrow ; in the mean time I wish you g(X)d- 
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His host left the apartment after the evening salutation, 
<nnd was about to pay the same compliment to Captain 
Dalgetty, but observing him deeply engaged in the dis- 
cussion of a huge pitcher filled with brandy posset, he 
thought it a pity to disturb him in so laudable an employ- 
ment, and took his leave without farther ceremony. 

Lord Menteith's two attendants entered the apartment 
almost immediately after his departure. The good Cap- 
tain, who was now somewhat encumbered with bis good 
cheer, began to find the undoing of the clasps of his ar- 
mour a task somewhat difficult, and addressed Anderson 
in these words, interrupted by a slight hiccup, — *• Ander- 
son, my good friend, you may read in Scripture, that he 
that putteth ofiThis armour should not boast himself like 
he that putteth it on — I believe that is not the right word 
of command ; but the plain truth of it is, I am like to 
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sleep iQ nity.oordlHiiycen&My.aniboD^laibwAttii^^ 
waked agun, unteaa you unloose tbis*hackle." 

*^ Uode Ms ftrmoa^ Sii^btldi" said Anderson to .the 
other servant. 

** By. Su Andrew 1" exclaimed the Capfeain» lurning 
round in great aatoQisbaieot^ *^ bere's.a pommoa fellow-^ 
a stipendiajry with f^ur pounda a^«ar aiad a livery cloak, 
thinks biraself too good to serve Ritt-master Dogald Dal« 
getty of Drumthwacket^ whe has studied huitiaaky at the 
MareachaUCoUege of Aberdeen, and served .half the 
prioces of Eui^ope !" 

** Captain Dalgetiy," said Lord Mentettb, whose lot it 
was to stand peacemaker throughout the evening, *' please 
to understand that Anderson waits upon no one but ray* 
self ; but 1 will help SibbaU to undo your corslet with 
much pleasure." 

Too much trouble for you, my lord^" said Dalgetty ; 

and yet it would do you no harm to practisp bow a hanid- 
some barnesa is put on and put c^. I can step in and out 
of mine like a glove ; only to-night, although not aftrtW, I 
am, in the classic phrase, vino cib&^^e gravatusJ* 

By this time he was unshelled, and atood before the fire, 
musing, with a face of drunken wisdom, on the events 
of the evening. What seemed chipfly to interest htm, 
was 4he* character of Allan JM*A«fey» " To come over 
the Englishmen so cleverly with his Highland torch^bear* 
ers— weight hare-breeched Roriess for six silver candle* 
sticks! — it was a master-piece — a tour depa$9e^^iX war 
perfect legerdemain — and to be a madman after all !— 
I doubt greatly, my lord, (shaking his head,) that I must 
albw him, notwithatanding his relationship to your lord- 
ship, the privileges of a rational person, and either ba- 
toon him sufficiently to expiate the vkslence offered to my 
person, cfv else bring it to a matter pf mortal arbitrement. 
as becomett^ an insulted cavalier." 

'< If you care to hear a long story," said Lord Men- 
tdth, '^ at this time of hight, 1 can tell you how the eir^ 
tumstanciits of Allan's birth account so well for his singular 



A H&H^itil 0t AlotrfB^iM. tdl 



dian^it^y ^ to p^ Btich siaiisfkctbn ttatirely but of the 
qirestioin'* ' 

^' A long stdrj, my lord,*' said Oaptain Dalget^^ '< is 
fiext to a good evening draught and a warm Digbt-<»p, tfae 
best shoeing-bom for drawing on a sound sleeps And 
since your lordship is pleased to take the trouble to tell 
it, I shall rest yOur patient and obliged auditor;-' • 

" Anderson," said Lord Menteith, ** and you, Sibbald,- 
are dying to hear, I suppose, of this strange mart too; and 
I beKere I must i]!nhilge your euriosity, that you may 
know bow to behave to him in time of need. You had 
better- step to tbe fire tJteti/' 

Having thus assembled ail audieni^e about bimy IiO^d 
Menteith sat down upon the edge of tbe four-posl bed; 
wbile Captain Dalgetty, wiping the relict of the posset 
from bis beard and mustachoes, aiid repeating the firsi 
verse of tb^ Lutbe^an psalm, Alh guttr gtisttr hbenden 
Herm, &c. tolled himself into one of the places of repo^e^ 
and thrusting bis shock pat^ from between the blankets,- 
listened to Lord Menteith's relatioti id a most luxurloUsI 
state between sleeping and waking. 

" The fiitb^,^' said Lord Menteithj of the two brotb-^ 
crs, Angus ^nd Allan M'AuIay, was a geiktleman of t;oa^ 
sideration and family, being the ebief of a Highland dah$ 
of good atcount, though not numerotii^; his kdy, Hhe 
mother of these young men, was a gentlewoman t!( good 
family, if I may be permitted td say so of 6ne neilrly 
connected with my own. Her brother, an hbn<iurable 
and spirited young man, obtained from James tbe Sijttb 
a grant of forestry, add other privileges, over A royal chase 
adjacent to this castle; and in exercising and defending 
tbe^e rights, he Wa^ so unfortunate as to involve himself 
in ii iiuarrel With some of Our Highland freebooters oi* 
aaterans, of whom, I think, C^ptaiu Dalgetty, you must 
have be^rd.** 

^ And that I htlve," said the Captam, exerting him 
self to answer the appeal. *' Before I left the Mar^^bal 
Cdllege of Aberdeen, Dngald Garr \^as playing tbe devil 
9* VOL. ti. 
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in the Q^rioebi aod the Farquharsons on Dee-«c]e> and 

the Clan Cbattan on the Gordons' lands^ and the Grants 
aod Caroerons in Moray-land^ And since that, I have 
seen the Cravats and Paudours in Pannonia and Tran- 
sylvania, and the Cossacks from the Polish frontier, and 
robbers, banditti, and barbarians of all countries besides, 
so that I have a distinct idea of your broken Highland- 
men." 

'* The clan," said Lord Menteith, <* with whom the 
maternal uncle of the M^Aulays had been placed in feud, 
was a small sept of banditti, called, from their houseless 
state, and their incessantly wandering among the moun« 
tains and glens, the Children of the Mist. They are a 
fierce and hardy people, with all the irritability, and wil^ 
and vengeful passions, proper to men who have never 
known the restraint of civilized society. A party of them 
lay in wait for the unfortunate Warden of the Forest, sur- 
prised him while hunting alone and unattended, and slew 
him with every circumstance of inventive cruelty. They 
cut off his head, and resolved, in a bravado, to exhibit it 
at the castle of his brother-in-law. The laird was ab- 
sent, and : the lady reluctantly received as guests, men 
against whom, perhaps, she was afraid to shut lier gates. 
Refreshments were placed before the Children of the Mist» 
who took an opportunity to take the head of their victim 
from the plaid in which it was wrapped, placed it on the 
table, put a piece of bread between the lifeless jaws, bid- 
ding them do their office now, since many a good meal 
they had eaten at that table. The lady, who had been 
absent for sonie household purpose, entered at this mo- 
ment, and, upon beholding her brother's head, fled like 
an arrow out of the house into the woods, uttering shriek 
upon shriek. The ruffians, satisfied with this savage tri- 
umph, withdrew. The temfied menials, after overcom- 
ing the alarm to which they had been subjected, sought 
their unfortunate mistress in every direction, but she was 
nowhere to be found. The miserable husband returned 
next day, sitnd, with the assistance of his people, under? 
took a more anxious and distant search, but to eaually 
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little purpose. It was believed universally, that, in the 
ecstasy of her terror, she must either have thrown her- 
self over one of the numerous precipices which overhang 
the river, or into a deep lake about a mile from the castle. 
Her loss was the more lamented, as she was six months 
advanced in her pregnancy ; Angus M*Aulay, her eldest 
son, having been born about eighteen months before. — 
But I tire you. Captain Dalgetty ; and you seem inclined 
to sleep.** 

** By no means,*' answered the soldier ; " I am no 
whit somnolent ; I always hear best with my eyes shut. 
It is a fashion I learned when I stood sentinel." 

** And I dare say,** said Lord Menteith, aside to An- 
derson, " the weight of the halbert of the sergeant of the 
rounds often made him open them.** 

Being apparently, however, in the humour of story- 
telling, the young nobleman went on, addressing himself 
chiefly to his servants, without minding the slumbering 
veteran. 

" Every baron in the country,** said he, " now swore 
revenge for this dreadful crime. They took arms with 
the relations and brolher-in-Iaw of the murdered person, 
and the Children of the* Mist were hunted down, I be- 
lieve, with as little mercy as they had themselves mani- 
fested. Seventeen heads, tlie bloody trophies of their 
vengeance, were distributed among the allies, and fed the 
crows upon the gates of their castles. The survivors 
sought out more distant wildernesses, to which they re- 
treated.** 

" To your right hand, counter-march and retreat to your 
former ground,** said Captain Dalgetty ; the military 
phrase having produced the correspondent word of com- 
mand ; and then starling up, professed be had been pro- 
foundly attentive to every word that had been spoken. 

" It is the custom in summer,'* said Lord Menteith, 
without attending to his apology, " to send the cows to the 
upland pastures to have. the benefit of the grass; and the 
maids of the village, and of the family, go there to milk 
them in the morning and evening. While thus employed 



tb^ fem^lef of ihyi hmWyf to their groat terror, pecceived 

that thjeU w>tiQ09 w^re watched at ^ dlistdnce by a pale« 
thin, xpe^gre figure, i^eadng a strong res^a^blanee to their 
depeas^i.ct . raJ^tfQOfi, aod pas^sing, of course^ lor her appa- 
fitioQ* WbeD some of the boJdeat resolvecl tq approach 
Xb\9 faded iprip^ it fled from them ioto the woods with a 
wild $hriek. The huabaad, inforiwed of this circumstance, 
came ^p to the gleo with $onn.e^ attendants, aad took bi« 
measures so welias to intercept the retreat of the unhappy 
fugitivei and to secure the person of his unfortunate lady, 
though her intellect proved to b^ totallir deranged. How 
she supported herself during her wanoerir^g in the woods 
co«ilc| poi he kaowp'-^isome auppo^d she lived upon roots 
^ud wildrh^rries^ with whioh tb^ woods at that seasoa 
abounded ; but the greater part pf the vulvar were eatis- 
fi^ljiatsh^ mMSt liAve sqbsiated upon the milk of the 
wild d^e3,<^r been uourished by the. fairies, or supported 
tn som^ tiiaiux^r equally m3rvel}pjus.r Her reappeavaoce 
was more easily accounted for. She had seen fronii the 
thicket the milking of the cow?, to superintend whieb had 
heep her favourite domestic erpployment, aad the habit 
had prevailed even in b?r deranged state of mind. 

^' In d^e season the unfortunate lady was delivered of 
a boy, who npt only showed no appearance of having 
^u^red front hi? mother's oalamities, but appeared to be 
^i^ infant pf uncommon health and strength. The unbap* 
py mpU^^r, after hev copSnemeut^ recovered her reason 
— atl^a^t in a. great measure, but never her health and 
spirits. Allan was her only joy. Her attention to him 
W99 qnremittjng ; and unquestionably she mu9t hav^ im- 
pr^9j9ed upon his early mind many of those superstitious 
ideas to which his moody and enthusiastic temper gave 
sp Xfi^iy are^^ption. Sh^ died when he was about ten 
years old* Her last words were spoken to him in private i 
fafHt th,?^9 19 little doubt that they conveyed an injinvction 
of vengeance upon the Children of the Mist, with whijQh 
he has since amply complied. 

" From this, moment the habits of AlW M* Aulay were 
•eitally ch^n^fed. H^ had hitherto be^n bis mother's con 
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btio^ra,' and feeing hb imagimition, which, probablf 
fremitlie etreumstanees preceding his bhrth, was consti* 
UtUoofllljr deraii^ed, with aii the wild and terrible super- 
adrions so eohitnon to fhe mountaineers. - to which his 
unfortunate mother had beeome mueh addicted since her 
brother's death. B^r living m this manner, the boj had 
gotten a timid, wild, Btartted iook, k)ved to seek out 
st>iitary places in' ^ w66ds, and was never so much ter^ 
rified as by the approach of children of ihe same age. i 
remember, aMioiigb ^6tne years younger, heing brought 
op here by my 'fattier bpon a visit, nor can I forget the 
astdolshffftent wifb'wln^h I saw this infant-hermit shun 
every atteolpc I liiald^ to engage hini in the sports natural 
fo our' iige* ' I ean remeVniber bis father bewailing his dis-* 
fioisMbB to itainej and tfUe^ng, at the same timfe, that it 
Was imfpd^Mble' for him to take frbm his wife the company 
of die bby, as be ^emed to be the otily consolation that 
ittn^ed to' her io this 'world, and as the amusement 
wbtcirA#a#^ society aflbrded her seemed to prevent the 
r^cui*rence, at leiist in its ful) force, of that fearful malady 
by wbfefi <^hef hiid been visited. But, after the death of 
has'mother, the hbbits and manners of the boy seemed af 
once to change. It is true be ren^ained as thoughtful and 
S^rions as before ; aiid Ibng fits of silence and abstraction 
dhdwed plaibly that his disposition, in this respect Was in 
no* degree altered. ' But at other times, he sought out the 
raidezvons of the youth of the clan, which he had hith 
erto seemed anxious to avoid. He took share in all their 
exereis^s ; 4nd, from his very extraordinary personal 
stt^ngih, soon excelled his brother and oiher youths, 
who^e flg^ cbnsiderably exceeded his own. They who 
hfrd hitherto hM him in contempt, now feared, if they 
did not love him ; and, instead of Allan's being esteemed 
a dreaming, womanish, and feeble-mmded boy, those who 
Encountered him in sports or military exercise, now com- 
plained, that, when heated by the strife, he was too apt to 
turn game intb earnest, and to forget that iie was only 
engaged id a friendly trial of strength.'^-^But I speak to 
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regardkis eurs,'' nid Lord Blenteidi, imcqmiiiliiig bim* 
self, for the Captain's oose now gave the most indisputa- 
ble signs that be was fast locked in the arms of oblivion* 

'* If you mean tbe ears of tbat snorting swine, my 
lord/' said Anderson, " they are, indeed, shut to any 
thing that you can say ; neverttieless, this place being 
unfit for more private conference, I hope you will have 
the goodness to proceed, for Sibbald's benefit and for 
mine. The history of this poor young fellow has a deep 
and wild interest in iu" 

" You must know, then," proceeded Lord Menteith, 
" that Allan continued to increase in strength and activ- 
ity till his fifteenth year, about which time he assunied a 
total independence of character, and impatience of con- 
trol, which much alarmed his surviving paitent. He was 
absent in the woods for whole days and nights, under 
pretence of hunting, though he did not always bring home 
game. His father was the more alarmed, because seve- 
ral of the Children of the Mist, encouraged by tbe in- 
creasing troubles of the stale, had ventured back to tbeir 
old haunts, nor did he think it altogether safe to renew 
any attack upon them. The risk of Allan, in bis wan- 
derings, sustaining injury from these vindictive freeboot- 
ers, was a perpetual source of apprehension. 

" I was myself upon a visit to the castle when this 
matter was brought to a crisis. . Allan bad been absent 
since daybreak in. the woods, where I h^d sought for him 
in vain ; it was a dark stormy night, and he did not re- 
turn. His father expressed the utmost anxiety, and spoke 
of detaching a party at the dawn of morqiiag ip quest of 
him ; when, as we were sittmg at the supper-^table, tbe 
door suddenly opened, and. Allan entered tbe room with 
a proud, firm, and confident air. His intractability of tem- 
per, as well as the unsettled state of his mind, had sucb 
an influence over his father, that he suppressed all other 
lokens of displeasure, excepting the obser\'ation tbat I 
had killed a fat buck, and had returned before sunset, 
while he supposed Allan, who bdd been on the hill till 
midiiight, bad returned with empty bands. ' Are yo^i 
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sure of that V said Allan fiercely ; ^ here is someihiog 
will tell you aootbej^ tale.' 

*^ We oow observed his bands were bloody, and tliat 
there were spots of blood oo his face, and waited tbe 
issue with impatience ; when suddenly, undoing tlie cor- 
ner of his plaid, he rolled down on the table a huojan 
head, bloody and new severed, saying, at the same time, 
* Lie thou where tbe bead of a better man lay before ye.' 
From the haggard features, and matted red hair and beard, 
partly grizzled with age, his father and others present 
recognized the head of Hector of the Mist, a well-known 
leader among the outlaws, redoubtqd for strength and feroc- 
ity, who had been active in the murder of the unfortunate 
forester, uncle to Allan, and had escaped by a desperate 
defence and extraordinary agility, when so many of his 
companions were destroyed. We were all, it may be be- 
lieved, struck with surprise, but Allan refused to gratify 
our curiosity ; and w0 only conjectured that he must have 
overcome the outlaw after a desperate struggle, because 
we discovered that be had siistained several wounds from 
the contest* All measures were now taken to ensure 
him against tbe vengeance of the freebooters ; but neith- 
er his wounds, nor tbe positive command of his father, nor 
even the locking the gates of the eastle and the doors of 
his apartment, were precautions adequate to prevent Allan 
from seeking out the very persons to whom be was pe- 
culiarly obnoxious. He made his escape by night from 
tbe window of tlie apartment, and laughing at bis father's 
vain care, produced on one occasion the head of one, and 
upon another those of two of the Children of the Mist. 
At length these men, fierce as they were, became appal- 
led by tbe inveterate animosity and audacity with which 
Allan sought out their recesses. As he never hesitated 
to encounter any odds, they concluded that he must bear 
a charmed life, o^ fight under the guardianship of some 
supernatural influence. Neither gun, dirk, nor dourlach^ 
they said, availed aught against him. They imputed this 
to the remarkable circumstances under wliich be was 
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born ; tni at length iveor sk df the itontest cmterans.of 
the Highlands would have fled at ARati's kailooi or the blast 
of his norn. In the meanwbilei however, the Ghildveir of 
the Mist carried on their old trade, and did theM'AalajrSyU 
well as their kinsmen and allies^ as much oiiaohief as they 
could. This provoked another expeditioii against Uie 
tribe, in which I bad toy share ; we surprised thena ef<» 
fectually, by besetting at once tbe upper and liader. passes 
of the conntry, and made sueb oleso workasis iususl on 
these occasions, burning and riaying right beCorB us. In 
this terrible species of war, even tbe ietnalea and the 
helpless do not always escape* One little maiden abne, 
who smiled upon Allan's drawn dirk, escaped Ms ven- 
geance trpon my earnest entreaty* Ethe was brought to 
tbe castfe, and here bred op tindet tbetiaroe of Annot 
Lyle, the most beautiful little f^iry, certainly, that ever 
danced upon a heath by moonl)>ght. It was long ere Al* 
Ian could endure the presence of tbe ehild, jtntil it oc-* 
curred to his imagination, from her features perhaps, tliat 
she did not belong to the bated bkod of bis enemies^ bat 
had become their captive in some of their incursione ; a 
circumstance not in itself impossiMe, buY ifi whiobbe be* 
Ireves as firmly as in holy wrif« He is particularly. de« 
Itgbted by her skill in music, whioh is so exquisite, that 
she far exceeds the best performers in tbia oonncry id 
playing on the clairsbacb or harp. It was- discovered 
that this produced upon the disturbed spirita of Ailauy in 
bis gloomiest mood^, beneficial ejects, similar to those 
experienced by the Jewish monareb of old | and so en» 
gaging is the temper of Annot Lyle, so- fascinating tbe 
innocence and gaiety of her disposition, that she la eon* 
sidered and treated in the castle rather as the sister of 
tbe proprietor, than tts tlie dependant upon bis elierity. 
Indeed, it is inipossible for any one to see ber wkbout 
being deeply interested by tbe iiigenuity, liveltness,. and 
sweetness of her disposition. 

" Take care, my lord," said Arydersdn,, sraifin^ ; 
' there is danger in such violent commend aliens. Alkn 
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M^Aiday^ as yoar loHhdrfp deteribes hini,.tMMiki fto/mtm 
verymie fivaK" 

«< Pooh ! p0oh !" BsiA Lard M«nteith5 knighiog^ yH 
blushing at the same time ; <' Allan is not accessiUe to 
tbe passion df love ; and for myiiel^^' said he more 
gravely, ^* Annot's unknown birtfa is a sufficient reasoo 
againk serious designs, and her unprotected state pre- 
cludes every odrer." 

*^ It is spokeo like yourseli^ my lord," said Anderson. 
«* But 1 trust you will proceed with yeor interesting story." 

**• It is well nigh fimshed/' said Lord Uenteitb ; ^* I 
have only to add, that from the gnsat strength sod couri' 
age of AUaii M^Aahy^friftn.his enbigetic and uacomrol-* 
iable disposkion^aanl fraaaiiMiofliiiidi geaora^iy iBBtMasoed 
and encouraged by himself, that he holds communion 
with supernatural beings, and can predict future events, 
the clan pay a much greater degree of deference to him 
than even to hb brother, who is a bold-hearted rattling 
Highlander, but with nothing which can possibly rival the 
extraordinary character df his y^iib^r brother." 

'' Such a character," said Anderson, ** cannot but 
have the deepest effect d»n' the tmnd^of a Highland host. 
We must secure Allan, my lord, at all events. What be- 
tween his bravery and his second sight " 

*' Hush !** said Lord Menteith, ^* that owl is awaking." 

" Do you talk of (he second sight, or deuferoseopial^^ 
said the soldier j '* T remember memorable Major Monro 
telling me how Murdoch Mackenzie, born in Assint, a 
private genUeihan in a company, and a pretty soldier^ 
foretold the death of Donald Tough, a Lochaber man, 
and certain other persons, as well as the hurt of the Ma- 
jor himself at a sudden onfAfl atifresregd of Trailsund." 

" I have often heard of this facufty,**' observed Ander- 
scMk, ^' btjt I faave rf^ays 'thkH^ht . thos0 pSetBttding. tof it 
w^e either enthusiasts or iaapostors." 

'^ 1 should be loath," said Lord Menteith, << to stpjdy 
either dHatecter tb' mf kinsnlatt^ AUsovlMf Aolhy/. He 
had shown: '4in tfnany odcasions too tmsok adiitso^ and 



•ense^ of whMh ybii tbift nigbt bad an kntaBce, for tbe 
character of an enthusiast ; and his high sense of honour, 
and mahlines of disposition, free bkn from the chaise of 
imposture." 

^^ Your lordship, then," said Anderson, *' is a beKever 
in his supernatural attributes ?" 

*' By no means," said the young nobleman ; ** I think 
that he persuades himself that the predictions which are, 
in reality, tbe result of judgment and reflection, are su- 
pernatural impressions on his mind, just as fanatics con- 
ceive tbe workings of their own imagination to be divine 
inspiration--at least, if this will not serve you, Anderson, 
1 have BO belter explanation to give ; and it is time we 
were all adeep after the toilsome joturney (rf the day." 



CHAPTER VI. 



4Vi tftMr evflBli call riwif itodopi Ivfiiiv* 

.. At an early hour in the morning the guests of the 
castle sprung from their repose ; and, after a moment's 
private conversation with his attendants, Lord Menteith 
addressed the soldier, who was seated in a corner bur- 
nishing his corslet with rot-stone and shamois-leather, 
while he hummed the old song in honour of the victori- 
ous Gustavus Adolphus : — 

When caanoos are roaring, and bollels am flyiq|^, 

The lad that would have honour, boys, must never iear dying. 

^ Captain Dalgetty," said Lord Menteith, ** the time 
is come that we must part, or become comrades in ser- 
Vice. 

^ Not before breakfast, I hope ?" said Captain Dalgetty. 

'^ I flfaould have tbou^t," replied bis kirdsbip, *< that 
your garrison was victualled for three days at least.'* 
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^* I bare still wami sibinige k& ibr beef aod bansooks,'' 
said tbe Captain ; ^* and I never mias a fiavoiirable oppor** 
tunity of renewmg my supplies." 

*^ But," said Lord Menteith, *' do judicious com- 
mander allows either flags of truce or neutrals to reoimn 
in his camp longer than is prudent ; and therefore we 
must know your mind exactly, according to which you 
shall either have a safe->eonduct to depart in peace, or be 
^'elcome to remain with us." 

^^ Truly," said the Captain, ** that being the case, I 
will not attempt to protract the capitulation by a counter- 
feited parley, (a thing excellently practised by Sir James 
Ramsay at the si^e of HannaU) in the year of God, 
1636,) but 1 will frankly own, that if I like your pay as 
well as yoiir provant aAd your company, I care not how 
sooo I take the oath to your colours." 

^' Onr pay," said Lord Menteith, ** must at present 
be small, since it is paid out of the common stock raised 
by the fbw amongst us who can command some fuAds— * 
as major and adjutant, I dare not promise Captain Dal- 
getty more than half a dollar a-day." 

^' The devil take all hahres and quarters !" said the 
Captain ; *^ were it in my option, I could no more con* 
sent to tbe halving of that dolkr, than the woman in the 
judgment of Solomon to the disseverment of the child of 
her bowels." 

^* The parallel will scarce hold. Captain Dalgetty ; for 
I think you would rather consent to the dividing of the 
dollar, than give it up entire to your competitor. How- 
ever, in tbe way of arrears, I may promise you the other 
half-dollar at the end of the campaign." 

*< Ah ! these arrearages," said Captain Dalgetty, 
*' that are always promised, and always go for nothifig ! 
Spain, Austria, and Sweden, all sing one song. Oh ! 
loog life to the Hoganmogans ! if they were no officers 
er soldiers, Uiey were good pay-masters. And yet, my 
k>rd, if 1 could but be made certiorate that ni} natural 
hereditament of Drumtbwacket had fallen into possession 
of any of these loons of Covenanters, who could be, in 
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the 6i«al bf oor matOBtSf tomnmlcmilf nnde a tnbbr of, 
I, have to taameh value for that fertile and. pieasaoC spot, 
that I would e'eo take od with fou tot the campaigo.' 

^ I can reaohre Captaio lAilgeUy's qnestioo,^- said 
Sihbald, Lord JMeiHeith's secood tttendaot ; << for if Us 
ealate of Drumthwacket be, aa 1 oonoetve, the long waste 
moor so called^ that lies five miles south of Aberdeen, I 
ean tell him it was lately purchased hy Elias Stracfaao, as 
* rank a rebel as ever swore the Corenant." 

*^ The orop-eared hound !" said Captain 'Dalgetty, in 
a rage ; *^ what the devil gave him the aasuraace to pur* 
cbaae the inheritance of a family of Sour hundred} years 
standing ^^^Cynthin niiraai fieUet^ as* we. used to aay at 
MatespbaMpoUege, that is to 6ay» I wiO puD hian ont of 
ny fatber'a hokise by the eata. And ao^ my Lord Ment 
teith, I am yours, hand and sword, body and 83ul, till 
death do us part, or to the endbf the neat campaigD, 
aibiehevor event shall 6rst eome to fprnJ' 
• ^< And V said the young noUeasae, ^nbref the bar* 
gsin hy a nidnth^s pay in advaaoe.'' 

" That is more than necessary," said Dalgetly, pock* 
etting the money however. ^ But now I must go down, 
look after roy war*saddle and abuilziements, and see that 
Gustavus has his ODomiog, and teU him we have taken new 
service." 

" There goes your precious recruit," said ' Lord Men«* 
teith to Anderson, as the Captaki left the tooan.; '^ I fear 
we shall have little eoedit of hrro." 

^' He is a nsan of the times, however," said Ander« 
son ; ^^ and without such we should hardly be able to 
carry on our enterpriae." 

*< Let us go down," answered Lord Menteith, ** and 
aee how our muster is likely to thrive, for I hear a ;good 
deal of bustle in the castle." 

When they entesed the. ball, the domesdos keeping 
nnodeslly in the haek-*ground^ momtng greetings passed be* 
tween Lord Menteith, Angus M'Aulay, and his English 
guests, while Allan, occupying tbe same settle which lie 



had flfled tbe preoedtiig evmihig, ptiid no fttt^nlMpi what- 
ever to aciy one. 

Old Dooald hastily rushed into tbe apartment. ^' A 
tnessage firom Vich Alister More (^ be ia i^omiDg up iq 
the evening." 
' ** With how maiij atteodaau ?" aaid M'Aulay. 

^ Some five^and-tweBly or tbitlyi" S4i4 Dooaldi *' his 
Ordinary retiivue/' 

** Shake down plenty of straw in the great ham," said 
die Laird. 

^ Another serrant here stumbled hastily ioj aonouociog 
the expected approach of Sir Hector M'Lean, << Wbois 
arriving with a large fiitkwing*" 

»< Put them in tbe opkilt-kiV said M'Aulay ; * and 
keep the' breadth of the roiddeostead between tbem and 
the McDonalds ^ they ar^ but unfriends to each other." 

Donald eow re-^iHered, bia visage considerably lengths 
mta-^'' The liel's i' the folk," be said ; '' ibe baill Uie- 
lands are asteer, I think. Evan Dbu, of Lochiel, will bo 
here in an hour; wkh Lord kens how many gillies." 

** Into tbe great barn with them beside tbe M'Doaalds," 
said the Laird, 

More and more Cbi^ were announced, the least at 
whom would have accounted it derogatory to bis dignity 
to stir without a retinue of six or seven persons. To 
every new annunciation, Angus M'Aulay answered by 
naming some place of accomcnodation,*— tbe stables, the 
loft, the cow-house, the sheds, every domestic office,were 
destiloed for the night to some hospitable purpose or other. 
At length the arrival of M'Dougal of Lorn, after al) bis 
meana of aecommodaiion were exbatisted, reduced him 
loi some pefpliexity. *' What tbe devil is to be done, 
Ddnald 9" said be | ** Ae great barn would hold fifty 
more, if they would lie beads and tbraws ; but there 
would be drawn dirks amang them which should lie up- 
permost, and so we should have bloody puddings before 
inornilig !" 

10* VOL. II. 
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** Wbnt needs all this 1" stiid Allan, B^ardng up, and 
coming forward with the stern abruptness of bis usual 
manner ; *' are the Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter 
blood than their fathers were ? Knock the head out of 
a cask of usquebs ; let that be their night-gear — their 
plaids their bed-clothes — the blue sky their canopy, and 
the heather their couch.— Come a thousand more, and 
they would not quarrel on the broad heath for want of 
room !" 

" Allan is right,*' said his brother ; " it is very odd 
how Allan, who, between ourselves,*' said he to Mas- 
grave, '* is a little wowf,'^ seems at times to have more 
sense than us all put together. Observe him now." 

** Yes," continued Allan, fixing his eyes with a ghast- 
ly stare upon the opposite side of the hall, ** they may 
well begin as they are to end ; many a man will sleep 
this night upon the heath, that, when the Afartinroas wind 
shall blow, shall lie there stark enough, and reck little ot 
cold or lack of covering." 

" Do not forespeak us, brother;" said Angus ; ** that 
is not lucky." 

" And what luck is it then that you expect 1" said 
Allan ; and straining his eyes until ihey almost started 
from their sockets, he fell with a convulsive shudder into 
the arms of Donald and his brother, who, knowing th« 
nature of his fits, had come near to prevent his fall; 
They seated him upon a bench, and supported him until 
he came to himself, and was about to speak. 

" For God's sake, Allan," said his brother, who knew 
the impression his mystical words were likely to make on 
many of the guests, " «ay nothing to discourage us." 

" Am I he who discourages you 9" said Allan ; « let 

every man face his weird as I shall face mine. That 

which must come, will come ; and we shall stride gal- 

antly over many a field of vititory, ere we reach yon fatal 

slanghler-place, or tread yon sable scaflx:)]ds !" 

" What slaughier-place ? what scafiTolds 9" exclaimed 
several voices ; for Allan's renown as a seer was generally 
established in the Highlands. 
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" You will know that but too soon,'^ answered AUan, 
" Speak to me no more, I am weary of your questions.' 
He then pressed his band against his brow, rested his 
elbow upon his knee, and sunk into a deep reverie. 

" Send for Annot LyJe, and the harp," said Angus, in 
a whisper, to his servant ; '* and let those gentlemen fol- 
low me, who do not fear a Highland breakfast." 

All accompanied their hospitable landlord excepting 
only Lord Menteitb, who lingered in one of the deep em- 
brasures formed by the windows of the hall. Annot 
Lyie shortly after glided into the room, not ill described 
by Lord Menteitb as being the lightest and most fairy 
figure that ever trod the turf by moonlight. Her stature^^ 
considerably less than the ordinary size of women, gave 
her the appearance of extreme youth, insomuch, that, 
although she was near eighteen, she might have passed 
for four years younger. Her figure, hands, and feet, 
were formed upon a model of exquisite symmetry with 
the size and lightness of her person, so that Titania her- 
self could scarce have found a more fitting representa- 
tive. Her hair was a dark shade of the colour usually 
termed flaxen, whose clustering ringlets suited admirably 
with her fair complexion, and with the playful, yet simple 
expression of her features. When we add to these 
charms, that Annot, in her orphan state, seemed the gay- 
est and happiest of maidens, the reader must allow us to 
claim for her the interest of almost all who looked on her. 
In fact, it was impossible to find a more universal favour- 
ite, and she often came among the rude inhabitants of the 
castle, as Allan himself, in a poetical mood, expressed it, 
^Hike a sun-beam on a suUen sea," communicating to all 
others the cheerfulness that filled her own mind. 

Annot, such as we have described her, smiled and 
olushed, when, on entering the apartment, Lord Menteitb 
came from his place of retirement, and kindly wished her 
good-morning. 

" And good-morni6g to you, my lord," returned she, 
extending her hand to her friend ; '' we have seldom 
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seen jrou bf late at the castle, and now I fear it is with no 
peaceful jjjiu^pode.** 

*« At least let me not interrupt your harmony, Annot,** 
said Lord Menteith, ** though my arrival may breed dis- 
cord elsewhere. My cousin Allan needs the assistance 
of your voice ahd music." 

" My presetyei*,*' said Annot Lyle, " has a l-igjit to 
my poor exertions ; ^nA you, too, my ford y— you, too, 
fire my presetvef^ and were the n^ost active to save a 
Rfe that Is. Worthless etiough, uhless it can bene^t ray 
protector^." 

So saying, dhe. sat down at d iTttte distance upon th^ 
bench oh which Allan M^Aulay w^s .|)laced, and tuning 
her clairshach, a small harp, about, ^^^^}y inches in bjeight, 
she accompanied It with her voice. The air Was an an- 
cient Gaehc meJpdy, and the, words, which Were supposed 
to be V6ry old, were in the dame lanjguase ; but we sub- 
joinf a translilfon of them, by Secuncms M*Pherson, fcsq. 
6{ Oltinfoi'g^n, which, although $ubiniued to the fetters of 
English rhythm, we trust will be found nearly as genuine 
86 the Version of Ossian by his celebrated namesake, 

I. 

* RtrtiM of bmetk dftrk And fetit, 
NiglM-^roM^, niT«n, hat» Mid (kwl,. 
Leave the ti^k .nn to hin dteMn"^ 
All nigbi lung he heard yoiir scjiealh* 
llaste to cave and ruined tower* 
tvy, tod, or ding^led bower, 
ihiet« io Mf\iAi Mid mope, fof , hwtk ! 
bi ibe Olid <ir tings the lark. 

3. 

" Hict tei mnot^sli gilli aMi mete,. 
Prowling wolf and wily fetf,^ 
Hie you fast, uor turn your view* 
Though the lamb bleaU to the ewe. 
Cdu«h youi* tf aiiis, and spt^ yoM faiglki, 
iMMy (Nlfis wMi pMkig tAg\A i 
And on distant echo born, 
Coiflel the hiioter'a early Jwrsa 

8. . 

" The moon's wan crescent scarrdy ffleam^ 
Ghost-like she fades in momiqc beains ; 
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Iffii IWHcc^ftBCb pwHrii hup Mri fltfi 
That Mwna Uw pilgriiti oa bM waj >-«- 
Queoch, kelpy ( qiueocb, in bag and feo 
Thy- torch that cheats benighted men ; 
Thy dandc is o'er, thy rciign is done, 
f or fi«fuyi«gto bath si^u the nun. 

4. 

" Wild thdogftU, that, fciufbl, daf It, and deep, 
O'erpower Ibe f>ateiv(f toiltidin ftleep, 
Patf Aoni the ftratfihfnw's mal away, < 
LUie Bigbt-4N8t8 from the brow bf dajr t 
Foul hag, whose blasted visage grim 
Smothers the puJsa, uiuierves the limb, 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and t>egone \ 
Thoki dare^f ndi ftce the f^llike MM/' 

Aft the'straiin proceedett, Aflair M* Aillay gr&dusUjr gsive 
signs bf recovdritig hfs pttf^ence of mind and iittentiori to 
the objems' iround him^ The deep^kdit furrows of hi* 
brow relaxed and smoothed themselves ; and the i^sc ot 
his features, which had seemed contartt^d with imerhal 
agony y refcpsed into a more natoral state. Wbeti he 
raised his hispid «nd sut upright, his couilteDtnr^, thongb 
ftiU deeply melancholy, was divasted of its WfldnesS and 
ferocity ; and in its domposed state, ahboogb by no 
means bartdsome, the etpreSsion of bis featurc^s Was 
striking, manly,, and even noble. His tbiek, brown eye- 
brows, which bad hitherto been dtawn close together, 
were now slightly sepantted, as in the natural stale ; and 
bis grey eyes, which bad rolkd dnd flashed froo^ undier 
tbem with an urinatural and portentous gleam, tk>w recov-> 
ered a steady and d^iermitied expression* 

^^ Thank Ood !" he said, after sitting silent for about 
a minute, imtil the very la^ sounds of tfoe hsrp bad 
ceased to vibrate^ *^ ray soitl is no longer darkened— ^tfae 
mist hath passed from my sptrit/' 

'* YtMj owvtbahks, constn Alkin," said I^d MenteHh^ 
coming forward, *'* to An not Lyie, as well ai to heaven^ 
for this happy change in your meknehi^y mood." 

'* My noble I'^msin Mentdtb," said AHan, rising and 
greeting btra very respemfhily, as well as fcimlly« ^ has 
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known my unhappy oircumMaaoes so loag, that his good- 
ness will require no excuse for my being thus late in bid-r 
ding him welcome to the castle.'' 

*' We are too old acquaintances, Allan," said Lofd 
Menteith, " and too good friends, to stand on the cere- 
monial of outward greeting ; but half the Highlands 
will be here to-day, and you know, with our mountain 
chiefs, ceremony must not be neglected. What will you 
give little Annot for making you fit company to meet . 
Evan Dhu, and I know not how many bonnets and 
feathers 9" 

" What will he give me 1" said Annot, smiling ; 
" nothing less, I hppe, than the best ribbon at the fair of 
Doune." 

^< The fair of Doune, Annot ?" said Allan, sadly ; 
<< there will be bloody work before that day, and I may 
never see it ; but you have well reminded me of what I 
have long intended to do." 

Having said this, he left the room. 

'^ Should he talk long in this manner," said Lord Men- 
teith, " you must keep your harp in tune, my dear Annot." 

" I hope not," said Annot, anxiously ; ^* this fit has 
been a long one, and probably will not soon return. It 
is fearful to see a mind, naturally generous and affection- 
ate, afflicted by this constitutional malady." 

As she spoke in a low and confidential tone, Lr^d Men- 
teith natirrally drew close, and stooped forward, that he 
might the better catch the sense of what si)e said. When 
Allan suddenly entered the apartment, they as naturally 
drew back from each other with a manner expressive of 
consciousness, as if surprised in a conversation which 
they wished to keep secret from him. This did not es* 
cape Allan's observation ; he stopped short at the door 
of the apartment — his brows were contracted-*bis eyes 
rolled ; but it was only the paroxysm of a moment. He 
passed his broad sinewy band across his brow, as if to 
obliterate these signs of emotion, and advanced towaids 
Annot, holding in his hand a very small box made of 
oak-wood, curiously inlaid. ^^ I tak^ you to witness,'* he 



A HB^Slfll 07 MOKTSOiV. 119 

said, ^' cousin Metiteitfa, tbat I give this box and its coin 
tents to Annot Lyle. It contains a feve ornaments thai 
belonged to my poor mother — of trifling vakie you may 
^uess, for the wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich 
jewel-casket.'* 

^ Bat these orntfuents,*' said Anqot Lyle, gently and. 
timidly refusing the box, '^ belong to the family—* I caO'* 
not accept' * ■ 

*^ They belong to me alone, Annot," said Allan, inters 
ropting her; "they were my mother*s dying bequest. 
They are all I can call my own, except my plaid and my 
claymore. Take them, therefore — they are to me val- 
ueless trinkets — and keep them for my sake — should I 
never return from these wars." 

So saying, he opened the case, and presented it to 
Annot. *^ If," said he, '^they are of any value, dispose 
of them foe your otrn support, when this house has-been 
consumed with hostile fire,. and can no ledger afford you 
protection. But keep one ring' in memory of Allan, who 
has done to requite your kindness, if not all he wished, at 
least all he could." 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vain to restrain the gather- 
ing tears, when she said, ^* One ring, Allan, I will accept 
from you as a memorial of your goodness to a poor or- 
phan, but do not press me to take more ; for I caniTot, 
and will not, accept a gift of such disproportioned value." 

^ Make your choice then," said Allan ; " your delica- 
cy may be well lounded ; the others will assume a shape 
in which they may be more useful to you." 

" Think not of it," said Annot, choosing from the 
contents of the casket a ring, apparently the most trifling 
in valae which it contained ; " keep them for your own,' 
or your brother's bride.-*-But, good heavens !" she said, 
interrupting herself, and looking at the ring, " ^at is 
this that I have chosen !" 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with eyes of gloomy 
apprehension; it bore, in enamel, a death's head above 
two crossed daggers. When Allan recognized the de 
vice, he uttered a sigh so deep, tbat she dropped^the rin^ 
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tma k^r h«Dd, Wbkb rolkri ufoo (ho floor* l4^ Meur 
Itith piek^di ti up^ and m^fo^diit to tbeftfi^ified AoooU 

^ 1 take Ood to fritpess^'* said AUan, ia a ^olfom tooe, 
^ that your h«iid, young lord,^ fiqd not ipiaet, bas agaio 
deliFered to her this ill-omened gift. It wa^. the oxoum- 
ibg ring woro hjT my motbar in oiAinarial of her «iiirder- 
•d brotbef •'' 

*' I fear no omens,'^ said Annot, smiling through her 
tean ; " and oQthiiig coming thjrougb ihei bands of my 
two pattOQ»y*'-^so. sjm was wont to call Xiocd Menteitb 
and AHaoi**-^'' «a«i bring bad luc^ to the ppor. orphan*'' 

She put the ving on ber finger, and tumifg to her barp, 
Bungy to a Utely air« the following rerses of one gf the 
fashionable songs of the period, which bad found its. way. 
marked as it wM with the quaint byperboiical taste of 
King Cbatles's time, from some ^ourt naique ta the 
wilds of Perth3bi«e :t^ 

" Gwf iM opoD the starS] food sfgp. 

In theofi DO influence lies : 
To retld the fate o^ jotith or a^. 

Look on my Helen's eyes. 

« TM, »9bastr9]#9er^refrawl 
Too dearly would \^ won 
^ The prescience of another's paiti, 

If purchased by thine own.'' 

'' She is right, Allan," said Lord Menteitb ; « and 
this end bf an old song is woilb all we shall gain hy ouv 
attempt to look ihlb futurity." 

" She is wrong, my lord," said Allan, stemly^ " though 
you, who treat wjth lightness the tvaroings I have gtveo 
you, may not Hire to dee the event df the omen*. I^iigb 
not ^ seornfttlly," he added, interrnptiag hioaselfy ^ or 
father^ laugh on as loud and as long as ydu will ; yout 
tern^ of laughter will find a pause ere long." > 

" 1 care ncA for your mions) Allan," said Lord Aten- 
teiU^ ; ** however short my span of life, the eyo.of no 
Highlan<^ ttet can see its termination.^' 



• I* For Htaiven's sake P' said Annot Lyle, interrupting 
Jjira, «< you know his nature, and how little he can en- 
dare"-^ : 

" Fear me not," said Allan, interrupting her,— <« my 
«MDd is now constant and calm. — But for you, young 
lord," ^td he, tumiog to Lord Menieiib, « my eye has 
•nought you through fields of battle, where Highlanders 
and liowlaiiders lay strewed as thick as ever the rooks' 
SBt on those ancient trees,'* pointing to a rookery which 
was seen from the window — " my eye sought you, but 
your corpse was not there— my eye sought ybiS among a 
iraiii of unresisting and disarmed captives, drawn up 
within the bounding walls of an ancient and rugged for- 
tress : — flash after flash — platoon after platoon— the hos- 
tile shot fell amongst them, they dropped like the dry 
leaves in autunan, but you wer6 not anaong their ranks ;— 
seaffi>lds were prepared — blocks were arranged, sawdust 
was spread — the priest was ready with his book, the 
beadsman with his axe*— ^ but there, too, mine eye found 
you not." 

" The gibbet, then, I suppose, must he my docMn ?'^ 
said Lord Menteith. " Yet I wish they had spared me the 
baiter, were it but for the dignity of the peerage." 

He spoke this scornfully, yet not without a sort of cu- 
riosity, and a wish to receive an answer ; for the desire 
of prying into futurity frequently has dome influence even 
on the minds of those who disavow all belief in the pos- 
sibility of such predictions. 

" Your rank, my lord, will suffer no dishonour in your 
person, or by the manner of your death. Three times 
have I seen a Highlander plant his dirk in your bosom — 
and such will be your fate." 

• *' I wish you would describe him to «ie," said Lord 
Menteith, " and I shall save him the trouble of fulfilling 
your pl*ophecy, if his plaid be passable to ^word or pistol." 

• " Your weapons," said Allan, " would avail you little-j 
nor can I give you the information you desire^ The fare 
of the vision, has been ever averted from rae." 

11 VOL. II. . 
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«« So be it diet," mA boid Meiltntii^ «« mkl W It test 
in tlie gneertftifity in wtiieh your augdrj hts placed it4 I 
shall dine Dot the less merrily among plaids^ wai SUk^ 
ami kilts td-da)r." 

** It may be so/* said Allan ; << andy it may be^ y6ii db 
wdl to eojoy tbese iil6raleiits» which to me ble poiscfned 
by augofiet bf futcire evil. But I," hd coniiaued-*— *< I re^ 
peat to yoU) (bat this Weapon— that is^ such a Weapbik as 
thiS)" touching the hilt 6f the dhrk whit^ he wore, ** oariiea 
your fate." 

*^ Id the meanwhOey'' said Lord Mentekhi ^^you^ Allaoi 
have frightened the blbod frofta the cheeks of Annot Lgrto 
—let us leavi^ this discourse, nhjr friead, and go to 9e9 
what we both ttiiderst&nd»<^tbe p^o^ess bf bni -mtlftafy 
prtopa#atioili».'* 

Thfey j^n^d Angus M'Aulay and his EngKsh guests^ 
and, in the military disoUssidb^ li^hich iamsctdiately iftok 
phce» Allan showed a clearness of mind, streo^h of judg* 
tnent, and precision of thought, totally initonsistent With 
the mystical light in which his character has beeii bitherta 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

When Albin ber claymore indignantly draws, 
When her bonneted chieftain around her shall crowd, 
dlau-Kanald the dauoUess, and Btoray the probd, 
All pfaided AUd plumed in thiir titrtan array-^ 

WubETEft saw thH toorbmg the ba^le of Darointa- 
racb^ bdhM kibvnf abd a gallant liigbt. 

The various Gfatefe, arrtTing wUh theikr diflfelreiiiretiiH 
aei^ Whiob^ notWitfaslaildiiig Uietr tkueahtan^ ((xvaM no 
moi^ thab tbecr Usual equipage iind bbdy^guaid bpon oc* 
casions of iiolemnhy, sahited the lord o{ die castle auo 
each other with overflowing kindness, or with batughty 
and distant politeness* according to the circumstances of 



(rteA&Mip or ho&^Sny in WMcb fbdr cleioft fatd recently 
^lood to each other. Each Chief, however smaH his cooh 
fmrative importaDce, showed the fuil dispotition to eseot 
from the reet the defef enee doe to a aeparate and inde* 
peadeni prince ; while the 9trooger aod more powerful, 
divided afAongthemseireBby reeenteententionsoraiieieiit 
feuds, were constraiued in policy to use great deferenee 
to the feelings of their less powerAd bretfareo, in order, in 
ase of need, to attach as many well«wisbers aa might be 
to their own interest and standard, Thiia the meeting of 
Chiefe reeembied not a Iktle ttiose anoient Diets of the 
Empire, where the smaHest Frty^Gruf^ who possessed a 
Castle perched upon a barren crag, wkh a few faundred acres 
around it, claimed the state and honours of a aorereigo 
prince, and a seat according to h<s rank among the digni* 
taties of the empire. 

The iblbwers of the differ^nc leaden) were separately 
arranged and accommodated, ae room. and cirenmstanees 
best permitted, each retaining, however, bis benehman,' 
who waited, close as the stiadbw, upon ^ person, to eZ'- 
<eoute whatever might be required by bis patron* 

The exterior of the casde afforded a sif^iar speoe. 
The Highlanders, fioro di^ent islands, gieos, and straths,' 
eyed each other at a distance with looks of eauulatioo, io« 
"qoisitive curiosity, or hostile m^rlevolenee $ but tiie most 
^stoimding part of the assembly, at least to a Lowland ear, 
was the rival performance of the bligpipere. These war* 
like minstrels, who had the highest opinion each of tbe 
eiiperiority pf his own tribe, joined to tbe most overween* 
ing idea of the importance connected i^^itb his profession,' 
&< first performed their various pibrochs in ftont each of 
bis own clan. At length, however, as the black-cocks 
towards the end of the season, when, in sportsman's lan- 
gaage, they are said to flock or ^rowd, attracted together by 
tbe soimd of each other's triumphant crow, even so dia 
tbe pipers, swelling their plaids and tartans in the same 
triumphant manner in which the birds ruffle op theijr feath<» 
ers, begin to approscb each other within such distance as 
mtght give to their brethren a sampte of tboir ekiU. Walk* 



194 sMUit «r 'int mkm#»]^ 

tng fvMiiD a short int^rral, jii»4 eyeiog en^b ocbtr vmb 
looks in which a8l(-iinporianci9 and defiaooe loigbt be 
troced, they atrutted, piified, «od plied tb<Hr spreafning 
iaalromentsi each playing bis own CsiTourii^ ti|iW wkb such 
a dio, that if an Italian musician bad lain buried wttbiii 
ten miles of tbeoii be must have risen from ibe dead to 
run out of bearing. 

The Chieftains ineaawbile had a4$embjkd in close coo- 
clave in the great ball of the casUe* Among tliem were 
Ibe persons of tbe greatest consequence in the Higb|aodS| 
some of tbetn attracted by zeal for the royal cause, and 
asaoy by aversion to that severe and general doioioation 
which the Marquis of Arg^'le, since his rising to such ioflu«^ 
ence in the state, bad exercised over his Highland oeigh^ 
bours« That statesman, indeed^ though possessed of con- 
siderable abilities, and great power, had failings which ren- 
dered him unpopular among tbe Highland chiefs. The 
devotion which be proiessed was of a moro^aod fanatical 
character ; bis ambition appeared to be insatiable, and in- 
lerior chi^s cotaplained of bis want of bounty and liberal* 
ity. Add to this, that although a Highlander) and. of a 
family distie^isbed for valour before and sii^ce, Gillespie 
Grumach^ (which, from an obliquity in his eyes, wss ihj 
personal distinction be bore in the Hi^laitds, w^l^ere titles 
of rank are unknown) was suspected of being a bettt^r man 
in the cabinet than in the field. He and bis tribe were 
particularly obnoxious to tbe McDonalds and die McLeans, 
two numerous septs, wbo, though disunited by ancient 
I feuds, agreed in an intense dislike lo the Campbells, or, as 

they were called, the Children of Diarmid. . 
. For seme time the assembled Chiefs remained silent, 
MiHil soine one.* should open the busine^ of tb^ meeting. 
At length one of the most. powerful ef theni csMipmenced 
tite diet by saying, — *' We have been summoned hitheri 
M'Aulay, to consult of weighty matters concerning the 
King's afiaiiis, and those of the state; and we crave to 
know by whom they are to be exptaiaed to us *?" 

M'Aulay, whose strength did not lie in oratory, inti- 
mated iiis wish that Lord Meoteitb sliould ojien the busi- 
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ness of Am corneal* VfiA great modetlj, and at t6e tame 
iifae with isfint^ that yooag lord smd, *^ be wished what 
he was about to propose bad come from some per- 
-soa of better known, and more establshed character 
Smce, however, it lay with htm to be spokesman, be 
bad to state to ibe Chiefs assembled, that those who 
wished to throw off the base yoke which fanaticism bad 
endeavoured to wreath round their necks, had not a mo- 
ment to bse^ Tbe Covenanters," he said,*' after having 
twice made war upon their sovereign, and having extorted 
from him every request, reasonable or unreasonable, which 
they thought prop^ to demand-^— after their Chiefe had 
been loaded with dignities and favours-— after having pub^ 
Ucly declared, when his Majesty, after a gracious visit to 
tbe land of his nativity, was upon his return to England, that 
be returned a contented king from a contented people,-— 
after all this, and without even the pretext ibr a national 
grievance, ttie same men have, upon doubts and suspi- 
cions, equally dtslionourable to the King, and groundless 
in themselves, detached a strong army to assist his rebels 
in England, in a quarrel with which Scotland had no more 
to do than she has with the \vars in Germany. It was 
well," be said, '* that the eagerness with which this trea- 
sonable purpose was pursued, had blinded the junto who 
now usurped the government of Scotland to tbe risk which 
they were about to incur. The army which they had des" 
patched to England under old Leven, comprehended their 
veteran isoldiers, the strei^gtb of those armies which had 
been levied- in Seoiland during the two former wars" 

Here Caplab Dalgetty endeavoured to rise, for the pur^ 
)jose. of explaining haw many veteran offifiers, trained in 
the German Wars, were, to bis certain knowledge, in the 
ar toy of the Earl of Leven. But Allan M'Auiay holding 
bim down in tbe seat with one hand, pressed the forefin>* 
ger of the other upon his own lips, and, though with some 
difficulty, prevented his interference. Captain Dalgetty 
looked upon him with a very sconiful and - indignant air, 
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i^ wWob the Dtlmr'ft gravitf was in no osjr nmrtd, wad 
^hmd M^oteiih proeaeded tnrnbooi farlber iiHierrupliaa. 

" The niofBMt," he said, " was iiipst fatnotmbfe for M 
lru«-iiearted and lojal Seotcfamei) to skow, ^t the re- 
proach ibeir country had lately uivdecgope arase frpm tfce 
.(elfish arohitkin of a fear tufbnkat aad seditimia men, 
;^MQed to the absurd fanaticisBD which, diaaeminsied from 
five himdrod pulpits, had spread like a iand-Aood over the 
Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters from the Msrquia 
of Hoftlly in the north, which he shoidd show to the chiefs 
aeparately. That nobleman, equaUy loyai and powerful, 
was determined to exert his utmost energy >(i ibecomanon 
^ause, and the powerful Earl of Seaibrth waa prepared to 
join the same standard. From the Earl of Airly, and the 
Ogilvies in Angus^htre, hp had bad oomainnlcatioiia 
equally decided ; and there was no doubt that these, who, 
with die Hays, Leitbs, Biirneta, and other loyal gentle* 
men, would be soon oq horseback, would fovm a body fiir 
more than sufficient to overawe the northern Covenanters, 
who had already experienced their valour in the well- 
known root which was popularly termed the Trot ot 
Turiff. South of Forth and Tay," be said, '' the King 
had inaay friends, who oppressed by enforced oaths, com* 
pulsatory levies, heavy taxes, unjustly imposed and une« 
qoally lovted, by the tyranny of the Committee of Estates, 
and the inquisitoraa) insoieoce of the Presbyterian divines, 
waited but the waving of the royal banner to take up armst 
Douglas, Tniqiiair, Roxburgb, Hume, all friendly to the 
my^A oflvse, would coanterbalanoe," be said, ** the cove- 
Rimtiog interest in tfaeaoutfa ; and two gentleaaen, of name 
and quality, here present, from the north of England, 
vtadd answer for the seal of Cumberland, Westmoreland, 
l^nd Nortbuntfberland. Against so many gallant geptle- 
mm ihe snutbern Covenanters could bet arm raw levies t 
die IVbigamores of the western shires, and the plowmen 
and iBechanicf of the Low^couni^ry. For the We$t High* 
laoda, he knew no interest which the Covenanier^ possess* 
ed there, except that of one individunl, as welt knoiwn as 
he was odious. But was there a single man, who, on ca$t- 
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tn^ fab eye fompi M» (latt^ ini Meogidziag fbe ponMV^ tiii 
gallantly, and tbe dignity of the chiefs assembled, eottid 
(soterquit a oKnnent^ft' dqubt of their sveeess againet the 
omiost focce vbicfa OiilespieOrainach cduMcoHeot agaiMt 
them 9 He had only farther to add, that oonsidevaMe 
fiaids^ belli cf oioDey a«d amoMinitiba,' bad be^ provided 
br Ihe BTvaj'^Here Dalgetty pribked up his eari)^M> 
tbat officeiB of ability and experienee in die foreign 
wars, one of irbem vvmd now preaent, (Tbe OaptaiA 
dreir imuBelf (iP) iknd looked round,) had engaged ia 
train aiich levies as nright retfim -to be disciplined ; 
-v-Hind tbat a numefous^bodj of auxiliary forces feom 
bd^nd, having beeiii detached from the Earl of An«* 
trim, from Uteer, bad suecessfuliy aocen^iabed theitf 
deaeent npdq tbe naain knd, and, whh ch« assistanee of 
Clanranald^i people, having taken ^nd forti6ed the Castle 
pf Ainigarry, in epite of Ai^yle's atteaapts to iotereept 
them, w^re in full march to this place of rendeavous. it 
only remnined,^' he said, ^ ti^t the n<^ble Chie& ass6m« 
bied, laying aside every ieesarconiid^itilion^ should onite, 
heart and hand, in tbe common cause ; send ibe fiery 
oross cbroogfa their clans, in order to pollect their utmost 
hree^ asid form their junction tirkh encb cQler$ty as to leave 
tbe enemy no time, either for preparation, or rece>very 
from the panic wbieii would spread at the firsft sound 
of their pibroch. He himself,' ' he said, ^ though neilbep 
among the richest nor the most powerful of the Scottish 
nobility, fektfaat be had to support the dignity of an ailcient 
aiPd honouraUe hotise, the independence of a^ancient apd 
honourable nation, and to that cause he was determined to 
deviate both life and fortune; if thosewho wsere more poww 
erful were equally prompt, he triiaoed tbey woiild deserve 
tbe thanks ci th#tr Kin^, and the igraiitiide of pUsierity.'* 
ii^ud aptdax^ fallowed this- speech of Lor^- Memi^iiiS 
aiid teatifteo the general acquiescence- of «illpmsentiA the 
$eiilimeiils whidh he had expi^essed ; but when the shouc 
bjE^d died away, the assenivbled 'Chiefs continued to gaiw 
apon each other a$ if sometiiing yet remained to be set* 
fcd. After some whisMrt among tb^mselv^s, an aj^d 
flMfl, whonk hb gmy batrs tendenmreapeetaMe, a^hou^ 



to was not of the bigiMat order of Queb^ repfied to wlisl 
bad be^Q said* 

" Tbaoe of Mentekh)'^ be said^ '' you bare well eyioken^ 
por is there one of us io wbose bosom tbe same aentiioeola 
do not burn like fire. But it is not strength . alone that 
wins tbe fight ; it is tbe faaad of the comtnaadery as wefl 
«s tbe arm of the soldier, dnt brings rictory* . I ask of 
yott^ho is to raise and sastaia the banner aader wtneh 
jwe are iarited to rise and muster oarselves 9 Will it be 
expected that we should risk our child ren» and tbe flower 
pf our kinsmen^ ere we know to wbose guidance they are 
to be iotrusted ? This were leading those to ^u^ier, 
wbom, by tbe laws of God and man, it is our duty to pro** 
tecu Where is the royal commbsionv under which tbe 
Keges are to be convocated in alrms 9 Simple and rude 
as we may be deemed, we know something o( tbe estab- 
lished rules of war, as well as of tbe laws of our couotry ^ 
nor will we arm ourselves against tbe general peace of 
Scotland, unless by the express commands of the King, 
and under a leader fit to command suoh men as are here 
assembied.** 

'^ Where would you find such a leader," said another 
Chief, starting lip, '* aavitig the representative of tbe Lor<l 
of tbe Isles, entitled, by birth and beredkary descent, to 
lead forth the array of every clan of the Higiilands ; and 
where is that dignity lodged, save in the house of Vidi 
Alister More 9" 

*^ I acknowledge," said another Chief, eagerly inters 
rupting the speaker^ *' the truth in what has been first said, 
but not the inference. If Vich Alister More desires to 
be held representative of the Lord of the Isles, let bim 
first show bis blood is redder thati mine." 
' '* That is soon tried," said Vich Alister More, laying 
bis band upon tbe basket hik of bis claymore. Lord 
Menteith threw himself between them, entreating and im* 
piortng each to remember that the interests o( Scotland^ 
Uie liberty of their country, and the cause of their King^ 
oughtMto be superior in their eyes to any personal disputes 
^speoting descent, rank, and precedence* Several of 
Ibe UishlaiM) Cbie&, iwbo had no desire to admit tb^/f.l{»imft 
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of either diiertain, interfered to the same purpose, and 
none with more emphasis than the celebrated Evan Dhu. 
" I have come from my lakes,*' he said, '< as a stream 
descends from the bills, not to turn again, but to accom* 
plisb my course. It is not by looking back to our own 

SretensioVis that we shall serve Scotland or King Charles. 
f y voice shall be for that general whom the King shall 
name, who will doubtless possess those qualities, which 
are necessary to command men like us. High-born he 
Hiust be, or we shall lose our rank in obeying him— -wise 
ind skilful, or we shall endanger the safety of our people 
< — bravest among the brave, or we shall peril our own 
honour — temperate, firm, and manly, to keep us united. 
Such is the man that must command us. Are you pre* 
par^, Thane of Menteitli, to say where such a general 
is to be foitnd 7" 

^^ There is but one," said Allan M^Aulay ; '^ and here," 
he said, laying his hand upon the shoulder of Anderson^ 
who i^ood belHnd Lord Meiiteith, *' here he stands !" 

The general surprise of the meeting was expressed by 
VD impatient murmur ; when Anderson, throwing back 
the cloak in which his face was muffled, and stepping for* 
ward, spoke thus :— ^' I did not k)ng intend to be a silent 
spectator of this interesting scene, although my hasty 
friead has obliged me to disclose myself somewhat sooner 
tbaii was my intention. Whether f deserve the honour 
reposed in me by this parchment, will best appear from 
what I shall be able to do for the King's service. It is a 
commission, under the great seal, to James Graham, Earl 
of Montrose, to ^oURnand those forces which are to be as* 
aemUed for ttie service of his Majesty in ^is kingdom." 
- A knid shout of approbation burst from the assembly. 
There was, in fact, no other pefson to whom, in point of 
rank, these poud mountaiinee s would have been di^osed 
to submit. His inveterate and hereditary hostility to the 
Marquis of Argyle insured his engaging in the war with 
sufficient energy, while his well-known military talents, 
and his tried valour, afforded every hope of his bringing 
it to a favourable conclusion. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Our plot it a good plot as ever was taid ; our firiends (rue and coostam ; m 
Ipood plot, gobd frieods, and fiifl of expcrlatko : an excellent plot, srtry piod 
fhatida. Umtf fV.Piu< i^ Ad a*'8$.JEL 

« 

No lootier liad the goncral acolHitlAdDii of joyfol sur* 
prise 9uiMid«d» tlmi nfenee W99 Oagsrljr deattiAded for 
reading tli6 royld eoaamiesiQa ; And the bonnet wfaieh 
hitherto each Chief h«d woiii^probdi)!^ beonuse uowiliing 
to be tbe firftt to uncover, were now etonoe vailed to bon* 
tMjr of the royal werraot* It mui cOAicbed in Ae oiodl 
full and ample terms, authorizing the EatI of Montfbse to 
dissemble die subjeeta in anH^Si hr tbe puiting donui the 
presem rebellion, which divers trtiitoi^ and seditSoos per» 
sons bad levied against the King, to the manifest farfaidtv 
ure, ea it staled, of their aUegisnoe^ and to ibe hreaeii of 
tbe pacification betw^n tbe t^vo isingdoms. Il eqjoinad 
all sobordtoate auihorities lo be obedieel ami assisting td 
Modtrose in bb enterpri^ ; gave.bim tbe power of teak** 
iog ordinanees and proclamatioiist punishing misdeoieao* 
ours, pardoning critntnalSfplsciog and tiisplacilYg goveiwans 
and Goromanders. In 6ne, it ^as as large and fuU a cooh 
mission aw any with which a prince cnM intrust a Sui^ect^ 
As sobn as it was fioisSied, a sbottt bur^t Irom th^ slsseit»» 
Ued Chiefs, it lestiitiony of their ready Sobmissioa to tbe 
will of tbeir Scxverotgo* Not tomeated with geBemllf 
thanking tlwin for « re<;^plkln so favourable, JVIoftfrosa 
hastened to address htnus^lf to iadtvtdnalsk Tbe moist im- 
portant Chiefs bad already beert bi^ personally known tb 
him, but even lo thotfe of inferiiMr-coDseiJueQeebe itow in* 
Irddaced bifnlelf» aod by Ibe acqiMiintafied he displayed 
ivitb tbotrp^nliaT'destgwations, andtbeeirctiliidtaooes aid 
bfitory of their chias, be showed how long be mtisl b^ve 
studied the character of tbe ma<int&ineerS, and pp^par^ 
ed himself for such a situation as hoidow beld« 
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Wbfle he vnB eDgigtd m iheto aets of teurtosji bk 
graceful maDBer, ^w^mve iisaturasi and dignity of dch 
porUHoBti made a lingular coolraat with tb^ coaraeneas 
and meanness ot his dress. iMontrose poaseaaed thai sort 
of ibrm and foee, iit #faichtbe beholder, at the first glaAce, 
se6s nothing, exflraordiofiry, but i>t which the iate/^st b^ 
comes more iInpra8l^ve the loager we gaze upota them. 
His statuht was rery little above tbe middle sizef but aft 
peraoQ be was lincommonly well^Hiilt) aikl capable both 
6f exerHng gfeat foreei and fen du ri ag onich fartiguei Ki 
fact, he enjoyed a eonstitutioti of iron, witfaom whioh he 
•cOutd n6t iiaVtt SHstained tlie trials of His axtraordhiary 
cattipaigrts^ through all of which he subjected himself td 
tb^ hardships of the meanest sioidiel*. He wa3 perfect in 
-aU bKeroiaes^ wbetlier peaceful ot martial, and posae^sed^ 
of doureev that graceful easts of deportment^ proper to 
4bd^ ^ «^hom habit has Irendeiisd all posDmres eaty^ Hit 
4oag broUo hAt^ tiocortling to the custom t>f men of qna^ 
kf dttiong thb Royalitts, tras parted on tbe top of Ivis bead^ 
and trasnbd lo hang down on each side in ^tirM locfta, 
tmk ot which, de^ebdihg two or three ilicbes lower than 
tbe others, intimalied Montrose's compliance wMi that 
fashion^ apinst which it i^leased Mr. Pry wa^ the purilSBiO) 
to write h treatbe, entiiled, ^ The UnloveKness of Love- 
lotJki." 

Tbe (Matures wbicli nese tresaes incloded, were of that 
kind ilkrhlch derite their interest (tonA tbe character of the 
man^ ratlher than from tbe reguhtity of tbeit forni. But 
a Ijigit naBe,a foil, decided, well-ofi^ned, ^otck grey eye, 
and a'aaiikguineoon^l^lexfon^ made Amends foreotnet^tmrse* 
Bsfes uqA irregularity In the'sdbcfnliTiaie p^i^ of tbe face $ 
9(1 that, aiMgetheir) Momffbse Wright be tak*ftidd Iralher a 
Jvandsome) than a hhrd-featurfed Aah. But ttio^ who 
««# kirn wlieA bis soul looked tbro>)gh xhcm eye^ wkh all 
ih^ mergy and Bre of geniU9^--«bosi vHio bea^d him Bpe<alc 
ifrith tbe Biitteririty of talent, am) the etoq^ntse of nsture, 
were impressed with an opinion even of his^x^ertilil form, 
inofe enchiu^a^ticially firv6Ura^to than tbe pomtit^ whtcb 
itfU mMm iMttid labtitie ua l^ aa<^be to iu Subh, 
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Imst) was the impresrfon he imade opon the assembled 
Chiefs of the mouotarneers, over vrbom, as upon all per- 
sons ID their state of society, personal appearanee has no 
small influence. 

In the discussions which followed his discovering him- 
self, Montrose explained the various risks which he had 
mn in his present undertaking. His first attempt had 
been, to assemble a body of loyalists in the north of Eng- 
land, who, in obedience to the orders of the Marquis of 
Newcastle, be etpected wodd have marched into Scotland ; 
but the disinclination of the English to cross the Border, and 
the delay of the Earl of Antrim, who was to have landed in 
the Solway Frith with his Irish army, prevented his exe* 
cutingthis design. Other plans having in like manner failed, 
he stated that he found himself under the necessity of as- 
suming a disguise to render his passage secure through the 
Lowlands, in which he had been kindly assisted by his kins- 
man of Menteith. By what means Allan M* Aulay had come 
to know him, he could not pretend to explain. Those 
who knew Allan's prophetic pretensions, snriled mysteri* 
ously ; but he himself only replied, that " the Earl of 
McHitrose need not be surprised if he was known to thou 
sands, of whom he himself could retain no memory." 

** By the honour of a cavalier," said Captain Dalgetty, 
finding at length an opportunity to thrust in his word, " I 
pvA proud and happy in having an opportunity of drawing 
a sword under your lordship's command ; and I do for* 
give all grudge, malecontent, and malice of my heart, to 
Mr. Allan M'Aulay, for having thrust me down to the 
bwest seat of the board yestreen. Certes, he hath this 
(lay spoken so like a man having full command of Us 
senses, that 1 had resolved in my secret purpose that he 
was no way entitled to claim the privilege of insani^. 
But since I was only postponed to a noble earl, my future 
eomniander-in-chief, I do, before you all, recognize the 
justice of the preference and heartily salute Allan as one 
who is to be his boncamaradoJ*^ 

. Having made this speech, which was little understood 
w attended .to, without putting off his mtlimry f lovse^he 
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tisited on AJKn's hahl], iod Bflgtn. to tlMke it WMi lio 
Ihoie^ whidi AUdn^ iiritb a grip« like a snith't vitie, re- 
turned whh such force^ ais to drive the iron spleols of the 
gatmtlet iatb thb bund of the weercfw 

Ca|)laiQ J^algotty nligbt have t^oastrued tliis kito a new 
affiroDty had not fats atteutibii^ as be stood blowing ami 
shaking the idyurdd nieinber, been fiuddesl|^ called by 
JMootrbse hiaiBe)f« 

' ^^ Hea# this news^" he jaid, '* Captain Dalgetty-^I 
should siajr^ ]Vl«jbr I>algeit)'y-^tbe Irish^ whb are to profit 
by ytkilmlililary ex|)erTentte, are noW within a few leagtiea 
6f nsi*' 

*^ Our deer-stalkeVS)" said Angus M^Aulay^ *' who Were 
ahroM te bring in veotseo for this honour&Ue mny^ have 
beard of a bted of strangers^ Speaking neither Saxon 
Dor pure Gaelib^ and with difficulty making themselves 
understood by the )peopte of the country^ who are 
marching iliis way in arms» under the leading, it is said^ 
of AlBiAet M'Donald) who is commonly called Young 
Colkitto." 

" Thebe must be our men," said Montroc^e ; '* we must 
hasten to send messengers forwardi both to act as guides* 
and to rdieve th^if wants." 

'* The la^t»" said Akigus M^\ulay, '' will be no easy 
ikiatter $ ibr I am informed* that, excepting muskets and 
a very little amtlunition) they want every thing that sol- 
die^ft should batre ; and tbey are particulariy deficient in 
BM>ney^ in shoes, «nd in raiment." 

** There is at feast no use in saying so,^' said Mantrose, 
^ in ftb loild n tdne^ The puritan weavers of Glasgow 
shall provide them plenty of broad-ctoth when we make a 
deseent from the Highlands ,; lind if the minsters could 
formerly preach the old women of the Scottish boroiigbs 
Out of their webs of papery^ to make tents to the fellows 
on Dunse Law,*^ I will try whether I have not a little in- 
terest both to noake those godly dames renew their patrk>t- 
ic gift, and the prick-eared laiaves> tbeir husbands, open 
tbeir furses." 

12 VOL. lit 
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^ And, respeetiDg arms,'* swd Captain Ddgetty, ** if 
your tordsbip will permit an old caFalier to speak bis mind, 
so that the one-third have musketSy my darling weapon 
would be the pike for the remainder, whether for resisting 
a charge of horse, or for breaking the infantry. A com- 
RDon smith will make a hundred pike*lieads in a day ; here 
is plenty of wood for shafts ; and I will uphold, that, ac- 
cording to the best usages of war, a strong battalion oi 
' pikes, drawn up in the fashion of the Lion of the North, 
the immortal Gustavus, would beat the Macedonian pba* 
lanz, of which 1 used to read in the Mareschal-CoUegev 
when I studied in the ancient town of Bon«accord ; and 
further, I will venture to predicate-—'' 

The Captain's lecture upon tactics was here suddenly 
interrupted by Allan M* Aulay, who said hastily, — " Room 
for an unexpected and unwelcome guest !" 

At the same moment, the door of the hall opened, and 
a grey-haired man, of a very stately appearance, present* 
ed himself to the assembly. There was much dignity, 
and even authority, in bis manner. His stature was above 
the common size, and his looks such as were used to com- 
mand. He cast a severe, and almost stern glance upon 
the assembly of Chiefs. Those of the higher rank among 
them returned it with scornful indifference ; but some of 
the western gentlemen, of inferior power, looked as if 
they wished themselves elsewhere. '< To which of this 
assembly," said the stranger, '^ am I to address myself as 
leader? or have you not fixed upon the person who is to 
hold an office at least as perilous as it is honourable ?'* 

^* Address yourself to me. Sir Duncan Campbell," said 
Montrose, stepping forward* 

** To you !" said Sir Duncan Campbell, with some 
scorn. 

" Yes, — to me," repeated Montrose, — " to the Earl 
of Montrose, if you have forgot him." 

** I should now, at least," said Sir Duncan Campbell, 
** have had some difficulty in recognizing him in the dis- 
guise of a groom. — And yet I might have guessed that no 
evil influence inferior to your lordship'^, distinguished as 



one who trouUes Israel, eodd have eoUected together this 
rash assembly of tnisguided persons." 

*^ I will answer unto you," said Montrose, " in the man- 
ner of your own Puritans. I have not troubled Israel, 
but thou and thy father's house* But let us leave an al« 
tercation, which is of little consequence but to ourselves, 
and hear the tidings you have brought from your chief of 
Argyle ; for I must conclude tliat it is in bis name that 
you have come to this meeting." 

^* It is in the name of the Marquis of Argyle," said 
Sir Duncan Campbell ,«-*" in the name of the Scottish 
Convention of Estates, that 1 demaud to know the mean- 
ing of this singular convocatioD. If it is designed to dis- 
turb the peace of the country, it were but acting like 
neighbours, and men of honour, to give us some intimatioa 
to stand upon our guard." 

^ It is a singular, and new state of afikirs in Scotland," 
said Montrose, turning from Sir Duncan Campbell to the 
assembly, " wbeu Scottish men of rank and family can- 
not meet in the house of a common friend, without an in- 
quisitorial visit and demand, on the part of our rulers, to 
know the subject of our conference. Methinks our an- 
cestors were accustomed to hold Highland huntings, or 
other purposes of meeting, without asking the leave either 
of the great MacCallum More himself, or any of his 
emissaries or dependants." 

^* The times have been such in Scotland," answered 
one of the Western Chiefs, ^* and such they will again be, 
when the intruders on our ancient possessions are again 
reduced to be lairds of Lochow, instead of overspreading 
us like a band of devouring locusts." 

** Am I to understand, then," said Sir Duncan, ^< that 
it is against my name alone that these preparations are 
directed ? or are the race of Diarmid only to be sufferers 
in common with the whole of the peaceful and orderly 
inhabitants of Scotland ?" 

^^ I would ask," said a wild-looking Chief, starting hasti- 
ly up, '< one question of the Knight of Ardenvohr, ere 
be proceeds farther hi bk daring catechisBi.— Has he 
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to intrude among us for the purposei of insult 9" 

** GenthnneQ/' slud Maattose^ *^ let me toiplobo ytfor 
pttieii^e ; a me^enger who comes amt^ng us for the ptuv 
pose of enibassy, is entitled to freedom of ispeech^ atod a 
safe-bonduct* And since Sir Duncan Campbell is so 
pretoiog, i care ndt if I iiifertn bim, foi^ his guidance, 
that be is in an assembly of the King's foyal ftubji^ts^ con^- 
voked by me, in bis Majesty's name atid authority, and as 
empowened by his Majesty's coyal comoussioiii" 

^* We are to have, then, I presume/' said Sir Duncan 
CatnpbeH, *' a civil war in all its brms ? I have been tiob 
long a soldier to view its approach with aoxiety ; bat it 
Would have been for my Lord of Montrose's hoDcfur, iC, 
in tbts filiacter, be had consulted bis own ambition lesa^ and 
the peace of the country more." 

** Ttlose Cidiisolted thetl' t)wn anbbition tsiul Betf-uitar^t 
Sf^ Dbbcan/' answered lldntros^, ^ wJlo brought Uie 
coumry to tb^ pass in which k ^fiow stands^ and reindered 
ne^esisary the cAiarp remedies wbicfa we an^ now reluct- 
arftly about to use." 

*< And ^hat rank among these self^^eekerd," said Sir 
Duncan Campbell, ^* shall we a^ign to a noble Earl, so 
violendy attached to the Covenant, that he was the first, 
in 1639, tocr^s the Tyne, wading miiddle deep at the 
head of his regiment, to charge the royal forces ? It was 
the same^ I think, who imposed the Covenant upot) the 
burge^siipis iind Colleges of ^erdeen, at die point of dword 
and pike." 

^' lundenMandjroursneer, Sir Diincan/' said Montrose, 
temperately ; " and I can only add, tha!t if •sincere repent- 
ance '6an tfiiak^ amends for youttifiil error^ and For fields 
ing to tb^ urtful represeniMSbn of ambitbua hypiDcriCes, I 
shall 1)0 pardoned fot the crimes with which yoa tbunt me. 
I will at least ^deavour to deset've forgiveness, for I ana 
here, with my sword in my hand, willing to sf^nd tbe best 
blood of my bbdy to make amends for my error ; atid 
mortal man call do no more." 

«' WelH ny lord," said Sir Duncan^ «' I shkli be sorry 
to carry back this language to the Marquis of Argyle. I 



had h jfi farther charge from the Matijiits, that, to prevent 
the bloody feuds which must necessarily follow a Highknd 
war, his lordship will be contented if terms of truce could 
be arranged to the north of the Highland line, as there is 
ground enough in Scotland to fight upon, without neigh- 
bours destroying each other's families and inheritances.'* 

^^ tt lis a peaceful proposal,** said Montrose, sn(iiiing. 
^ such as it should be, coming from one whose personal 
iictiond have always been more peaceful than bis measures. 
Tet, if the terms of such a truce could be equally fixed, and 
if we can obtain security, — for idiat. Sir Duncan, is ipdis* 
pensable, — ^that your Marquis will observe these terms 
with strict fidelity, I, for my part, should' be content to 
leave peace behind us, since we most needs carry war be- 
fore us. But, Snr Duncan, you are too old and experi- 
enced Q soldier for us tD permit you to remain rn Qfur 
leaguer, and witness our proceedings ; we shall therefore, 
when you have refreshed yourself, recommend your 
speedj^ return to Inverary, and we shall send with you a 
gentleman on our pari, to adjust the terms of the High- 
land armistice, in case the Marquis shall be found serious 
in proposing such a measure.'* Sir Duncan Catnpbell 
assented by a bow. 

" My Lord of Menteith," continued Montrose, " wifl 
you have the goodness to attend Sir Duncan Campbell of 
Ardenvohr, while we determine who shall return with him 
to his Chief 1 M*Aulay wiH permit us to request that he 
be entertained with suitable hospitality." 

^* I wiH give orders for that," said Allan M* Aulay, rising 
and coming forward. '* I love Sir Duncan Campbell } 
we have been joint sufferers in former days,Bnd I do not 
forget it now." 

** My Lord of Menteith," said Sir Duncan CanpfbeB, 
" I am grieved to see you, at your early age, engaged in 
duoh desperate and rebellious courses." 

" 1 am young," answered Menteith, ** yet old enough 
to distinguish between rigtit and wrong, between loyalty 
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and rebellion ; and the sooner a good course is begUD> the 
longer and the better have I a chance of running it*" 

'^ And you too, my friend Allan M^Aulay," said Sir 
Duncan, taking his hand, *< must we also call each other 
enemies, that have been so often allied against a coaimon 
(be 9" Then turning round to the meeting, be said, 
** Farewell, gentlemen ; there are so many of you to whom 
I wish well, that your rejection of all terms of mediation 
gives me deep affliction. May Heaven," he said, looking 
upwards, " judge between our motives, and those of the 
movers of this civil commotion !" 

*^ Amen," said Montrose ; '* to that tribunal we all sub- 
mit us." 

Sir Duncan Campbell left the hall, accompanied by 
AUan M'Aulay and Lord Menteith. " There goes a true- 
bred Campbell," said Montrose, as the envoy departed, 
*' for they are ever fair and false." 

'* Pardon me, my lord," said Evan Dhu ; ^' hereditary 
enemy as I am to their name, I have ever found the Knight 
of Ardenvohr brave in war, honest in peace, and true in 
council." 

'^ Of his own disposition," said Montrose, ^' such he 
is undoubtedly ; but he now acts as the organ or mouth- 
piece of his chief, tlie Marquis, the falsest man that ever 
drew breath. And, M^\ulay," he continued in a whisper 
to his host, '' lest be should make some impression upon 
the inexperience of Menteith, or the singular disposition 
of your brother, you had better send music into their 
chamber, to prevent his inveigling them into any private 
conference." 

" The devil a musician have I," answered M*Aulay, 
'^ excepting the piper, who has nearly broke his wind by 
an ambitious contention for superiority with three of his 
own craft ; but I can send Annot Lyle and her harp." 
And he left the apartment to give orders accordingly. 

Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, who should 
undertake the perilous task of returning with Sir Duncaq 
to Inverary. To the higher dignitaries, accustomed to 
consider themselves upon an equality even with MacCal^ 



lum More, tins was an office not to be proposed ; unto 
others who could not plead the same excuse, it was alto- 
gether unacceptable. One would have thought Inverarj 
had been the Valley of the Shadow of Death, the infe- 
rior chiefs showed such reluctance to approach it. After 
a considerable hesitation, the plain reason was at length 
spoken out, namely, that whatever Highlander should un- 
dertake an office so distasteful to MacCallum More, he 
would be sure to treasure the offence in his remembrance, 
and one day or other to make him bitterly repent of it. 

In this dilemma, Montrose, who considered the propos- 
ed armistice as a mere stratagem on the part of Argyle, 
although he had not ventured bluntly to reject it in pres- 
ence of those whom it concerned so nearly, resolved to 
impose the danger and dignity upon Captain Dalgetty, 
who bad neither clan nor estate in the Highlands upon 
which the wrjith of Arg}'le could wreak itself. 

** But I have a neck though,*' said Dalgetty, bluntly ; 
^ apd what if he chooses to avenge himself upon that ? I 
have known a case where an honourable ambassador has 
been hanged as a spy before now. Neither did the Ro- 
mans use ambassadors much more mercifully at the siege 
of Capua, although I read that they only cut off their 
hands and noses, put out their eyes, and suffered them to 
depart in peace." 

By my honour, Captain Dalgetty," said Montrose, 

should the Marquis, contrary to the rules of war, dare 
to practise any atrocity against you, you may depend uporf 
my taking such signal vengeance that all Scotland shall 
ring of it." 

« That will do but little for Dalgetty," returned the 
Captain ; *^ but corragio ! as the Spaniard says. With 
the Land of Promise full in view, the Moor of Drum- 
thwacket, mea paupera regna, as we said at Mareschal 
College, I will not refuse your Excellency's commission, 
being conscious it becomes a cavalier of honour to obey 
his commander's orders, in defiance both of gibbet and 
sword." 
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" Oalknt]^ f98Qlre4" wd Mbo^a^ i << ^hd if you will 
come apavt wiib m^t 1 will AvQisb you wi<b tbQ conditioM 
^ be laid before MAeCaltuin More, Mpoo which we m« 
williog to graat likn a truce for bk Higbland domniousk." 

With these wa Deed oot trouble our readers. Tbey 
were of an evasive nature, calculated to meet a proposal 
which Mon^ose cou$idered to have beeo luade ooiy for 
the purpose of gaioing tiwe. When he bad put Capiaio 
DalgfBtty ia eoiu^lete possession of bis iostruetions, and 
when that worthyi making bia military obeisance, was 
near tbe door of bis apiiftjiieiit» Montrose made him a 
9ign to reture. 

*< I presume,'' said he^ *M need eotremind an officer 
who h^aaerved under tbe great Gustavus, that a Iktie more 
is required of a persoo sent with a flag of tru<>e, than fBore 
discharge of his iostructiooa^ancl that bis genersl will ei^ 
pect from him on bis return some account of the state of 
Vhe enemy's affaira, as far as they come under bis obser- 
tation. In abort. Captain Dalgetty, you mutst be urn pen 

*^ Ah Im ' your Excellency," said tbe Captain, twisting 
bis hard features into ao inimitable expression of cuniiifig 
and intielligencek '^ if they do not put my head in a poke, 
whipb I have known practised upon honourable soldados 
who have been suspected to come upon such errands aa 
the preaent, your Excellency may rely on a preceese 
narration of whatever Dugald Dalgetty shall bear or see, 
were it even how many turns of tune there are in Mac-i 
Calkim Alore's pibroch, or how many checks in the set 
of his plaid and trews." 

<' Enough," answered Mon^ose ; ** ftirewell. Captain 
Pa^etty ; and as they say that a lady's mind is always 
e«pre$sed in her postscript, so I would have you think 
that the moat important part of your commission lies in 
wfaat I have last said to you." 

XXalgetty once more grinned intelligence, and withdrew 
10 vietuai faia charger and bimaelft for the fatiguee of bi$ 
approaching mission. 
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At the door of the stsble^-ttfev GostaTuttlwlijrs <4lmv 
mi ins first carei^ho met Angus M^Auiay mid Sir Milaf 
Mtisgrave, who had beep looking at his bofs« ; and, aftef 
praising his points end carriage, both united in strongly 
(Kssuadiag the Captain from taking an ajmml of sach 
▼aide with hkn upon his present very fatij^uiqg joM^ney. 

Angus painted in the most alarming coJoqcs th? rpad^i 
or rstner wild traons, by which it would be necessary for 
l»m to travel into Argyleshire, and the wf etched huta ob 
bothies wbete he wouid be condemned to pass t|ie oigbtt 
and where no forage eould be procured for bia horse, ixBn 
less b® cotrid eat the stumps of old heather* In short, he 
j^neunoed It fibsplutely impossible, that, after nodertak*^ 
ing 8«ch a pilgrimage, the animal could be in any 0999 for 
military service. The Englishman strongly eonQrm^d aU 
that Aniras had said, and gave himself, body and soul, to 
the diavil, if he thought it wa^ not an aet Ht^ short of 
absolute murder, to earry a home wwih a farthieg iaiMa) 
such a waste and inhospitable deaert. Captain D^ettjr 
for an instant looked steadily, first at one of the geotW^n^n 
and nest at t}ie other, and tfa»n asked them, aa if in a 
state of indeeipion, what they would advise him to da with 
Gustavus under such eireumstanees. 

** By the hand of my father, my dear friend," answer* 
ed M*Aulay, '* if you leave the beast in my keeping, yoti 
may rely on his being fed aud sorted aecordiag.to bia 
worth and quality, and that, upon your happy return, y<nk 
will find him as sleek as an onion boiled in butter." 

^* Or,'' said Sir Miles Ma^vave, *^ if this worthy eav** 
alter chooses to part with his charger for a ree^oneblie sum, 
I have some part of the silver candlesticks s|iU dancing 
the beys in my purse, which I shall be vi^y wilU^g tQ 
transfer to his.^ 

^ In bi^i^f, mine honourable friends^" said Captain 
Dalgetty, agaip eyeing them both with an air of comic 
penetration, " 1 find it would not be altogether upaccept-' 
able to either of you to have some token to remember 
the old soldier by, in case it sfaall please MacCallum 
More tohpng him up at the gate of his own castle. And 
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doobtlesji it would be no sraaB Mtbfaction lo me, io mich 
•n event, tliat a noble and loyal cavalier like Six Miles 
Musgrave, or a worthy and bospitable chieftain like our 
excellent landbrd should act as my executor/' 

Both hastened to protest that tliey bad no such object, 
and insisted again upon the impassable character of the 
Highland paths. Angus M^Aulay mumbled over a num- 
ber of bard Gaelic names, descriptive of the diffictdt 
passes, precipices, corries, and heals, through which he 
said the road lay to Inverary, when old Donald, who had 
now entered, sanctioned his master's account of these 
difficulties, by holding up his hands, and elevating his 
eyes, and shaking his bead, at every guttural which 
M^Aulay pronounced* But all this did not move the in- 
flexible Captain. 

** My worthy friends," said he, Gustavus is not new 
to the dangers of travelling, and the mountains of Bohe- 
mia; and (no disparagement to the beab and corries Mr* 
Angus is pleased to mention, and of which Sir Miles who 
never saw them, confirms the horrors,) these mountains 
may compete with the vilest roads in Europe. In fact, 
my horse hath a most excellent and social quality, for al- 
though he cannot pledge in my cup, yet we share our 
loaf between us, and it will be bard if be suffers famine 
where cakes or bannocks are to be found. And, to cut 
this matter short, I beseech you, my good friends, to ob- 
serve the state of Sir Duncan Campbell's palfrey, which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and feir ; and, in return 
for your anxiety on my account, I give you my honest 
asseveration, that, while we travel the same road, both 
that palfrey and his rider ^all lack fer food before either 
Gustavus or I." 

Having said this, he filled a large measure with com, 
and walked up with it to his charger, who, by his low 
whinnying neigh, his pricked ears, and his pawing, show- 
ed how close the alliance was betwixt him and his rider. 
Nor did he taste his corn until he had returned his mas- 
ter's caresses, by licking his bands and face. After this 
mterchange of greeting, the steed began to his provender 
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with an ei^er despatcb, which showed old miliCftry bab- 
its ; aad the master, after looking on the animal with 
great complacency for about five minutes, said, — *' Much 
good may it do your honest heart, Gustavus ; — now rousi 
I go and lay in provant myself for the campaign*'' 

He then departed, having first saluted the Englishman 
and Angus M^Aulay, who remained looking at each other 
for some time in silence, and then burst out into a fit of 
hugbter* 

** That felfew," said Sir Miles Musgrave, *< is formed 
to go through the world." 

*' I shall think so too," said M'Aulay, ** if be can 
slip through MacCallum More's fingers as easily as he 
has done through ours." 

** Do you think," said the Englishman, *' that the 
Marquis will not respect, in Captain Dalgetty's person^ 
the laws of civilized war 9" 

'* No more than I would respect a Lowland proclama- 
tion," said Angus M^Aulay. — '* But come along, it is 
lime I were returning to my guests." 



CHAPTER IX. 



-In a rd)cHion, 



When what's not meet, but what must be, was law 

Then were they chosen ; in a better hour. 

Let what is meet be said it must be meet, 

And throw their power i* the dust. 

Coriolamu, 

In a small apartment, remote from the rest of the 
guests assembled at the castle, Sir Duncan Campbell was 
presented with every species of refreshment, and re- 
spectfully attended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
M'Aulay. His discourse with the latter turned upon a 
sort of hunting campaign, in which they had been engag- 
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e4 lD|pslker against the CbUdveo of tbt MiM, yvkb whom 
the Knight ef Ardenvobr, as weH as the M^ Aiiia}^ hud a 
deadly and irreeoncilable feud. Sir PuneaDy beweverj 
speedily endeayoured to lead baeii the oojaversaticHi to the 
subject of his present errand to the castje of Darnlimra* 
raeh. 

<f It griefed him lo the very heart/* he said, ^ to see 
that friends and neighbours, who sboiiid stand shoulder lo 
shoulder, were likely to be engaged hand to hand in a 
cause which so Kttie concerned them. *f What signifies 
it/' he said, *^ to the Highland ChiefSs^ whetlier King or 
Parliament got uppermost 9 Were it not better to let 
there sjBttte their own diftrenees without interferenf^e, 
while the Chiefs, in the meantime, took the opportunity 
of establishing Iheir own authority in a manner not to be 
called in question hereaAer by either King or ParKftment i 
He reminded Allan M'Aulay that the measures taken in 
the last nsign to settle the peace, as was aUeged, of the 
Highlands, were in faet leveOed at the piitiiareha} power 
of the Cbieitains ; and he mentione^l the oelebrated set- 
tlement of the Fife undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, formed to intro- 
duce strangers among the Celtic tribes, to destroy by de- 
grees their ancient customs and mode of government, and 
to despoil them of the inheritance of their fathers.9 And 
yet," he continued, addressing Allan, " it is for the pur- 
pose of giving despotic authority to the monarch by whom 
these designs have been nursed, that so many Highland 
Chiefs are upon th^ point of quai^rel^ng with,, and draw- 
ing the sword ag^ipj^^t tfi^ijr fieighbqujTj?, ftUJf^, ^d ancient 
confederates." 

'' It is to my brother," said Allan, " it is to the eldest 
spn pf my father's bouse, that the Knight qf Ardenyphr 
musijt ^ddres^ these remonstrance^, f am, indeed^ the 
brother of Angus ; but in being so, I am only the first of 
hi^ clansmen, and boun() to show an es^ample totl^fs pthers 
by my cheerful and rcjady obedience to his commands." 

" The pause al^," s^id Lord Menteith, interposing, 
* is far more general than Sir Duncan Campbell seems 
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to suppose it h 18 neither limited to £faxoo nor to Gael| 
to mouDtaio nor tq strttb, to Highlands nor to Lowfainds. 
The question is, if we will continue to be governed bjr 
the f^Kmited authoricy assuned by a set of persons in no 
respect soperior to ourselves, instead of retmrning to the 
natural j^vernment of the Prince against whom th^ 
have rebelled. And respecting the interest of the High'^ 
lands in particular/' he added, ^ 1 crave Sir Duncan 
Campbell's pardon for my plainness ; but it seems rerjr 
clear to me, that the only efiect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the aggrandisement of one overgrown 
clan, at tiie expense of every independent Chief in the 
Highlands.'' 

** 1 wifi not reply to you, my lord," said Sir Duncan 
Campbell, '* because I know your prejudices, and from 
whom they are borrowed ; yet you will pardon my say- 
ing, that being at the head of a rival branch of the House 
of Graham, I have both read of and known an Earl of 
Menteith who would have disdained to have been tutored 
in pditics, or to have been commanded in war, by an 
Earl of Montrose." 

** You win find it in vaio. Sir Duncan," said Lord 
Menteith, h^ghtiiy, ^ to set my vanity in arms against 
my principles. The King gave my at^oestors their title 
and rank ; and these shall never prevent my aeting, in 
the ro^al cause, under any one who is better quaUfied 
than myself to be a commanderHn-chief. Least of all, 
shall any miserable jealousy prevent me from placing my 
hand and sword under the guidance of the bravest, the 
most loyal, the most heroic spirit among our Scottish noi^ 
bitfty.'^ 

*'Pity," said Sir Duncan CanipbeH, ^' that you cannot 
add to his panegyric the farther epithets of the most ste^idy, 
and the most consistent. But I have no purpose of de*^ 
bating these points with you, my lord," waving his hand, 
as if to avoid farther discussion ; ^ the die is cast with 
you ; altow roe only to express my sorrpw for the disss* 
Uvids fate to which Angus M^Aulay's natural rashnessi 
18 VOL. n* 
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and your lordship's influeoce, are dragging my gaUanf 
friend AUan here, with bis father's clan, and many a braye 
man besides." 

** The die is cast for us all, Sir Dancan," replied 
Allan, looking gloomy, and arguing on his own hypo* 
chondriac feelings ; '< the iron hand of destiny branded 
our fate upon our forehead long ere we could form a 
wish, or raise a finger in our own behalf. Were this other- 
wise, by what means does the Seer ascertain the future 
from those shadowy presages which haunt his waking and 
his sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but that which 
is certam to happen." 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, and the 
darkest and most contested point of metaphysics might 
have been brought into discussion betwixt two Highland 
disputants, when the door opened, and Annot Lyle, with 
her clairshach in her hand, entered the apartment. The 
freedom of a Highland maiden was in her step and in her 
eye ; for, bred up in the closest intimacy with the Laird 
of M'Aulay and his brother, with Lord Menteith, and 
other young men who frequented Darnlinvarach, she pos- 
sessed none of that timidity which a female, educated 
chiefly among her own sex, would either J^ave felt, or 
thought necessary to assume, on an occasion like the 
present. 

Her dress partook of the antique, for new fashions 
seldom penetrated into the Highlands, nor would they 
easily have found their way to a castle inhabited chiefly 
by men,whose sole occupation was war and the chase. 
Tet Annot's garments were not oidy becoming, but even 
rich. Her open jacket, with a high collar, was compos- 
ed of blue cloth, richly embroidered, and had silver 
clasps to fasten, when it pleased the wearer. Its sleeves, 
which were wide, came no lower than the elbow, and 
terminated in a golden fringe ; under this upper coat, if 
it can be so termed, she wore an under dress of blue 
satin, also richly embroidered, but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper garment. The 
petticoat was formed of tartan silk, in the set, or pattern, 
of which the cobur of blue greatly predominated, so as 



to remove the tawdry efiect too frequently produced in 
tartan, by the mixture and strong opposition of colours. 
An antique silver chaiu hung round her necic, and sup- 
ported the wrestj or key, with which she tuned her in- 
strument. A small ruff rose above her collar, and was 
secured by a brooch of some value, an old keep-sake 
from Lord Menteith. Her profusion of light hair al- 
most hid her laughing eyes, while, with a smile and a 
blush, she mentioned that she had M'Aulay's directions 
to ask them if they chose music. Sir Duncan Campbell 
gazed with considerable surprise and interest at the lovely 
apparition which thus interrupted his debate with Allan 
M'Aulay. 

^' Can this," he said to him in a whisper, '* a creature 
so beautiful and. so elegant^ be a domestic musician of 
your brother's establishment ?" 

** By no mems," answered Allan, hastily^ yet with 
some hesitation ; ** she is a — a — near relation of our 
family — and treated," he added, more firmly, " as an 
adopted daughter of our father's house." 

As he spoke thus, he arose from his seat, and with that 
air of courtesy which every Highlander can assume when 
it suits him to practise it, he resigned it to Annot, and of- 
fered to her, at the same time, whatever refreshments the 
table afibrded, with an assiduity which was probably de- 
signed to give Sir Duncan an impression of her rank and 
consequence. If such was Allan's purpose, however, it 
was unnecessary. Sir Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon 
Annot with an expression of much deeper interest than 
could have arisen from any impression that she was a 
person of consequence. Annot even felt embarrassed 
under the old knight's steady gaze ; and it was not with- 
out considerable hesitation, that, tuning her instrument, 
and receiving an assenting look from Lord Menteith and 
Allan, she executed the following ballad, which our friend, 
Mr. Secundus M*Pherson, whose goodness we had be- 
fore to acknowledge, has thus translated into the English 
tongue : 



NoTember's hail-doad ^IrifU away, 
November'f iiuHbeaiii wan 

Loaka ooUly o» the casiki graj, 
Wkan fcrih oooDai Ladv Anae. 



Tlie oqpban by the oak was mi, 

Her arms, her feet were barp, 
The hait-drop8 had not melted yat, 

Amid her ravea hair. 

M Aad^dami,'* ttmwdiA,** bcf^iim^m. 

That child and wfuqi!^ kvm^ 
Aid one who never knew these joya^ 

Reliave an orphan's wp^'.' 

The lady said, ** An o^haa's slate 

Is hard and sad lo.bMr i 
X^i ^iforsa l|ie wi4fir'4 iptHhei'|ir*9i 

Who mourns both krd 9114 hair. 

" Twelve thnef the roQing year has sp^ 
Staee, wbea from vengeance wild 

or fiene StratlmUsa^s ehief I fled, 
F«rU>'s ^iea w|te}me4 my t^SMJ^ 

** Twelve times the year its coarse has ban ^ 

The wanderii^ maid replied, 
*< Bince fishers on St. Jkidgei's mora 

Drew nets on Campsie side. 

" St, Bridget sent no sjoafy ^poil ;— 

An infant, well nigti dead, 
They saved, and reared in wfint and toil, 

To beg ihipB you her bread." 

That orphan maid i)a» lady UhMd^nr 
** My husbandX lopks you bei^r : 

Saint Bridget and hf r mom be blessed ! 
You are his widow's heir." 

Iha/ve rob'd that maid, so poor and pala, 
lo silk and sandals rare } 



Av4 pearls, lor dropv of iiowo Im|I, 
Are ^rlistenin^ in bf^r b^r." 

While the song proceeded, Lord Menteitk obsonred, 
with some surprise, that it appeared to produce a much 
deeper effect upon the mind of Sir Duncan Carypbell, 
than he could possibly have anticipated fbom his a^e and 
character. He well knew that the Higlihnders of that 
period possessed a much greater sensibility both kr tale 
and song than was found among their Lowland neigh- 
bours ; but even this, he thought, hardfy act{ounted fot 
the embarrassment with which the old man withdrew his 
eyes from the songstress, as if unwilling to suffer them to 
rest on an object so interesting. Still less was it to be 
expected, that features which expressed pride, stern com- 
mon sense, and the auater^ habit of authority, should 
have been so much agitated by so trivial a circumstance. 



* The adniren of pane Cekic aaliqaity, notwithftancUvf iMe elegance of the 
above translation, way be desirous- to see a literal version from the original 
Gaelic, wi)icb we therefore subjoin ; and have only to add, that the originsl is 
deposited with Mr. Jedediah Cleishbotham. 

LITERAL TRANSLATION. 

The hall-blast had drifted away npoo the wijags of the eale ef vnlHoiit* The 
4HA looked from bdweeo the ckwds^ pale as the woupded hero, who rears bin 
bead feebly od the heath when the roar of battle hath passed over trim. 

Finele, the Lady of the Castle, came iwth to see her loaideiis pass to the 
Iterds with their logUns. (t. e. Milk-pails.) 

There sat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak*tree of appotolmeriL The 
urithered leaves ml nroupd her, aad her heart was mdre witheied than thev. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the fhost) still congealed the bai^ 
drops in her hair ; they were like the necks ef white ashea on the twsatefl 




pews 
fear (rom the vengeance of my hosband's foe, our bark was overwhelmed ili 
the tide, and any infant perished. This was on St. Bridget's mom, near the 
strong Lyns of Campsie. May ill luck light upon the day T' And the maiden 
answered, *' It was on St. Bridget's morn, and twelve harvesto before this 
time, that the fishermen of Cammie drew in their neu neither grilse nor sal- 
mon, but an infant half dead, who hath since lived in misery, and must die, un- 
less she is noV aided.'' And the Lady answered. " Blessed be Saint Bridftpt 
and lier mom, for these are the dark eyes and the falcon kmk of my slain lord 
and thine shall be the inheritance of bis widow." And she called for her wait 
iog attendants, and she bade tbem clothe that maiden iu silk and in samilfr 
and Ae pearls which they wove aniong her Wack tresses, were whitei 
than the nt»ea hail-drops. 

13* VOL. II. 
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As the Chiefs brow became clouded, he drooped his 
large shaggy grey eyebrows until they almost concealed 
bis eyeSf on the lids of which something like a tear oaighr 
be seen to glisten. He remained silent and fixed in the 
same posture for a minute or two, after the last note had 
ceased to vibrate* He then raised his head, and having 
looked at Annot Lyle, as if purposing to speak to her, be as 
suddenly changed that purpose, and was about to address 
Allan, when the door opened, and the Lord of the Castle 
made his appearance. 



CHAPTER X. 

Dark on their journey lour'd the gloomy day, 
Wild were the bills, and doubtful grew the way ; 
More dark, owre gkmny, and more doobtibl, show'd 
The mansion, which received them from the road. 

Tht TraxxUerSf a Romance, 

Angus M^Aulat was charged with a message which 
he seemed to find some difficulty in communicating ; fof 
it was not till after he had framed his speech several dif- 
ferent ways, and blundered them all, that he succeeded 
in letting Sir Duncan Campbell know, that the cavalier 
who was to accompany him was waiting in readiness, and 
that all was prepared for his return to Inverary. Sir 
Duncan Campbell rose up very indignantly ; the aflTront 
which this message implied immediately driving out of his 
recollection the sensibility which had been awakened by 
the music. 

" 1 little expected this," he said, looking indignantly at 
Angus M'Aulay. " I little thought that there was a chiel 
in the West Highlands, who, at the pleasure of a Saxon, 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr leave his castle 
when the sun was declining from the meridian, and ere 
the second cup had been filled. But farewell, sir, the 
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food of a churl does not sadsfy the appetite ; when I next 
revisit Darolinvaracb, it shall be with a naked sword in 
one hand and a 6 re-brand in the other." 

'^ And if you so come," said Angus, '' I pledge my- 
self to meet you fairly, though you brought five hundred 
Campbells at your back, and to afford you and them such 
entertainment, that you shall not again complain of the 
hospitality of Darnlinvarach." 

^* Threatened men," said Sir Duncan, " live long. 
Your turn for gasconading. Laird of M' Aulay, is too well 
known, that men of honour should regard your vaunts. 
To you, my lord, and to Allan, who have supplied the 
place of my churlish host, I leave m} thanks. — And to 
you, pretty mistress," he said, addressing Annot Lyle, 
" this little token, for having opened a fountain which hath 
been dry for many a year." So saying, he left the apart- 
ment, and commanded his attendants to be summoned. 
Angus M'Aulay, equally embarrassed and incensed at the 
charge of in hospitality, which was the greatest possible 
affront to a Highlander, did not follow Sir Duncan to the 
court-yard, where, mounting his palfrey, which was in 
readiness, followed by six mounted attendants, and accom* 
paoied by the noble Captain Daigetty, who had also 
awaited him, holding Gustavus ready for action, though 
he did not draw his girths and mount till Sir Duncan ap- 
peared, the whole cavalcade left the castle. 

The journey was long and toilsome, but without any 
of the extreme privations which the Laird of M'Aulay 
had prophesied. In truth. Sir Duncan was very cautious 
to avoid those nearer and more secret paths, by means of 
which the county of Arg)'le was accessible from the 
westward ; for his relation and chief, the Marquis, was 
used to boast, that be would not for a hundred thousand 
crowns any mortal should know the passes by which an> 
armed force could penetrate into his country. 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rather shunned the 
Highlands, and, falling into the Low-country, made for the[ 
nearest seaport in the vicinity, where he had several half- 
decked gallies, or birlings, as they were called, at his com« 
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mand. fd one of these they embarkei!, tritfa Ga^t^rvtis 
in company, who was so seasoned to adventure, that laud 
and sea seemed ad indifferent to him as to his master. 

The wind being favourable, they pursued their way 
rapidly with sails and oars ; and early the next morning 
it was announced to Captain Daigetty, then iti a smaU 
cabin beneath the half-deck, that the galley was under idte 
walls of Sir Duncan Campbell's castle. 

Ardenvohr, accordingly, rose high above hJm, when 
he came upon the detk of the galley. It was a gloomy 
square tower, of considerable size and great height, situ** 
ated upon a headland projecting into the sah-water kike, 
or arm of the sea, which they had entered on the preced*- 
ing evening. A wall, with flanking towers at each angle, 
surrounded the castle to landward ; but towards the lake, 
it was built so near the brink of the precipice, as only to 
leave room for a battery of seven guns, designed to pro- 
tect the fortress from any insuh from that ade, although 
situated too high to be of any effectual use according to 
the modern system of warfare. 

" The eastern sun, rising behind the old tower, flung 
its shadow far on the lake, darkening the deck of th(» gal- 
ley, on which Captain Dalgeity now walked, waiting with, 
some impatience tiie signal to land. Sir Duncan Camp* 
bdl, as be was informed by his attendants, was already 
within the walls of the castle ; but nb one encouraged the 
Captain's proposal of following him ashore, until, as they 
stated, they should receive the direct permission or or« 
der of the Knight of Ardenvohr. 

In a short time afterwards the mandate arrived, while 
a boat, with a piper in the bow, bearing the Knight of 
Ardenvohr*s crest in silver upon his left arm, and playing 
with all his might the family march, entitled <' The Caftnp* 
bells are Cdming,^' approached to conduct the enw^ <rf 
Montrose to the castle of Ardenvohr. The drstance be* 
tween the galley and the beach wiis so short as scarce to re- 
«]ui]te the assi^^nce of the eight sturdy rowers, in bonnets^ 
short coat3,at]d trews, who^e efforts sent the boat to the little 
creek In wfateb they trgdaUy landed, before one could have 
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Conceived that it h&d left the side of the biriing. Two 
of tb^ boatmeA, io spite of Dalgetty's resistance, horsed 
the Captain oft the b£ick of a third Higbhoder, and, wad- 
ing throu^ the surf with hitti, ladded bim high and drj 
upon the oeaeh beneath the cainle rock. In the face of 
this rock there appeared something: like the entrance of 
a ]ow-browed cavern, towards Wfaidi the assisYantS Were 
preparing to hurfy our ffiend Dalgetty, when, shakfaig 
himself loose frortl tineih with sortie difficuhy, be insisted 
upon seeibg GuistaVus safely laTided before be proceeded 
one step farther. The Higblanders could not compre*- 
bend what he iMant, until one who bad picked up a Ettle 
English, or rather Lowland Scotch, etclaimed, <* Hoots ! 
its a' about her horse, t& Useless baste." Farther renaon'* 
strance on the pdrt of Captain Dalgetty was interrupted 
by the Appearance of Sil- Duncan Campbell binvself, from 
tlie moutb of die cavern which we have described, for 
the purpose of inviting Captain Dalgetty to accept of the 
hospitality of Ardenvobr, pledging his honour, at the same, 
time, tbat Gustavus should be t^eiited as became the hero 
from whom he derived his name, not to mention the im-* 
portaut person to Whom be now belonged. Notwithstand- 
ing this satisfactory guarantee, Captain Dalgetty wouki still 
have hesitated, such was bis anxiety to witness the fate 
of bis companion GustaVus, bad not two Highlanders seit^ 
ed biiii by the arms, two more pushed bim on behind, 
while a fiftb iBxblaimed, ^^ Hout awa wi^ the daft Sasse- 
nach ! does she no hear the laird bidding her up to hei 
ain castle wi' her special voice, and isnia that very mickle 
honour for the like o' her ?" 

Thus impeded. Captain Dalgetty could only ffM* ashort 
space keep a reverted eye towards the g'alley fai winefa he 
bad left the partner bf his military toils. In a feW itAtr-^ 
utes afterwards he fouiid himself involved in ifae totri 
darkness of a stair(5ase, wlitcb, entering from the hyw^ 
browed cavern we bavie mentioned, winded upwards 
through the entrails of the living rock, 

" The cursed Hightand 'salvages !* tnutttfred the OiqfH 
tain, half alood ; ** what is to b«c*ome of tne, if Ckisuti^ 
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the namesake of the invincible Lion of the Protestant 
league, should be lamed among their untenty hands.'' 

** Have no fear of that," said the voice of Sir Duncan, 
who was nearer to him than he imagined ; ^' my men are 
accustomed to handle horses, both in embarking and dress- 
ing them, and you will soon see Gustavus as safe i^s when 
you last dismounted from his back." 

Captain Dalgetty knew the world too well to offer any 
farther remonstrance, whatever uneasiness he might sup- 
press within his own bosom. A step or two higher up the 
stair showed light and a door, and an iron-grated wicket 
led him out upon a gallery cut in the open face of the 
rock extending a space of about six or eight yards, until 
be reached a second door, where the path re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an iron portcullis. 
" An admirable traverse," observed the Captain ; " and 
if commanded by a field-piece, or even a few muskets, 
quite sufficient to ensure the place against a storming 
party." 

Sir Duncan Campbell made no answer at the time ; 
but, the moment afterwards, when they had entered the 
second cavern, he struck with the stick which he bad in 
his hand, first on the one side, and then on the other of 
the wicket, and the sullen ringing sound which replied to 
the blows, made Captain Dalgetty sensible that there was 
a gun placed on each side for the purpose of raking the 
gallery through which they had passed, although the em- 
brasures, through which they might be fired on occasion, 
were masqued on the outside with sods and loose stones. 
Having ascended the second staircase, they found them- 
selves again on an open platform and gallery, exposed to 
a fire both of musketry and wall-guns, if, being come with 
hostile intent, they had ventured farther. A third flight 
of steps, cut in the rock like the former, but not caverncd 
over, led them finally into the battery at the foot of the 
tower. This last stair also was narrow and steep, and, 
not to mention the fire which might be directed on it from 
above, one or two resolute men, with pikes and battle- 
ax^ could have made the pass good against hundreds;. 
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for tbe staircase would not admit two persons abreast, 
and was not secured by any sort of balustrade or railing 
from the sheer and abrupt precipice, on the foot of which 
the tide now rolled with a voice of thunder. So that, 
under the jealous precautions used to secure this ancient 
Celtic fortress, a person of weak nerves, and a brain lia- 
ble to become dizzy, might have found it something diffi- 
cult to have achieved the entrance to the castle, even 
supposing no resistance had been ofiered. 

Captain Dalgetty, too old a soldier to feel such tremors, 
bad no sooner arrived in the court-yard, than he protest- 
ed to God, the defences of Sir Duncan's castle reminded 
him more of the notable fortress of Spandau, situated in 
tbe March of Brandenburgh, than of any place whilk 
it had been his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised considerably the 
mode of placing the guns on tbe battery we have noticed, 
observing, that '* where cannon were perched, like to 
scarts or sea-gulls, on the top of a rock, he had ever 
observed that they astonished more by their noise than 
they dismayed by the skaith or damage which they occa- 
gioned.'* 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conducted the soldier 
into the tower ; the defences of which were a portcullis 
and iron-clenched oaken door, the thickness of the waif 
being the space between them. He had no sooner arriv- 
ed in a hall hung with tapestry, than the Captain prose- 
cuted his military criticism. It was indeed suspended by 
the sight of an excellent breakfast, of which he partook 
with great avidity ; but no sooner had he secured this 
meal, than he made the tour of the apartment, examining 
the ground around the castle very carefully from each 
window in the room. He then returned to his chair, and 
throwing himself back into it at his length, stretched out 
one manly leg, and tapping his jack-boot with the riding- 
rod which he carried in his hand, after the manner of a 
half-bred man who affects ease in the society of his bet- 
ters, he delivered hisimasked opinion as follows : — '< This 
house, of yours, now, Sir Duncan, is a very pretty defen- 



rfble sbrt t>f n teDem^M, kod jei it is bardlf sueh as k 
i^aVAiibm of bOiidtir ikonid expect t6 nariotaiti fab orbdit 
By bblditig but for many days. Foi^, Sir Dtmc^ato, if it 
pieces yoo lo Ddti^e, your house is over^crowedi and 
Uigbtedy or commanded, ae we militBry meh say> by yoo- 
der rotidti faillbck to the landivard) whereon au enevAf 
might sieli such a battery of camion as would fl»ake yd 
glad to beat a chaibade within fbrt^-eight hours, unksa it 
pleased the Lord extraordinarily to show mercy." 

** Thete it tio rolid," replied Sir DutH^atk, sonaeWhat 
shortly). <* by which cannon can be brought against Ardeo- 
▼ohr. The ilwamps and iboras'des around my h6u^ woikld 
scarce carry your hoirse and youiFsi^lf, excepting by sueh 
pathd as cobld be rendered inipassable wit&iii a f^w hdurs." 

^' Sir Duncan^" said the Captain, <' it is ycAir pleasure M> 
suppose so ; and y ^ we martial men imfj dnt lirhere there 
16 a ^ed'COast there fs ali^ays a naked side^ seeii^ that 'can- 
non arid faiiibition, where they catiriot be tr^n^pofted bf 
laod, biay b^ right easily brought by s^ ^ear to the place 
where ttey are to be put ih afction^ Neither is 'a ea^tl^, 
however i^ui-^ in its sttuatioiii to be ace^iH)ted alt€kg«tb-» 
er invincible, or, as they say, impregnable ; for I protect 
t'y^. Sir Du^caO) that I haVe known tweoty-fivie m^n, 
by the mere surprise feuid audociiy of ttie attack, wiO| at 
point of pike, as strong a hoM as this of Ardetivehr) and 
put to the sword, captivate, or hold to the ransom^ the 
defenders, beiilg tien tiibes their own number.^ 

Notwithstanding Sir Duikcan CtatVi'pbeti's knowledge of 
the WOTld^ and his pbwer of eoi^cealing his internal eraoi- 
tibil, he appeared piqued and hurt ^at th;^e reflectionsi 
whiob the CapUiin made with lihe mfost unconscioufi grav- 
ity, having liiei^ely selected the subject of conversation ais 
bne upon wfaSch he thought hiid&elf capable c^ shiniogi 
and, as they say, of layihg down the kw*, without exactly 
recollecting that the tdpic thight not be equally agreeable 
to his landlord. 

^* To dut this matti^r short," said Sir Duncan^ with an 
ex^ession of voice and countenance somewfaftt agitated^ 
'* it is uitnecessary fof you to tell 'nne^ Captain Dalgetty^ 
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that a castle may be stormed if it is not valorously de- 
fended, or surprised if it is not beedfully watched, t 
trust this poor house of mine will not be found in anj of 
these predicaments, should even Captain Dalgetly him- 
self choose to beleaguer it.'' 

*^ For all that, Sir Duncan," answered the persevering 
commander, ^^ I would premonish you, as a friend, to 
trace out a sconce upon that round hill, with a good grafie 
or ditch, whilk may be easily accomplished by compel- 
ling the labour of the boors in the vicinity ; it being the 
custom of the valorous Gustavus Adolphus. to fight as 
much by the spade and shovel, as by sword, pike, and mus- 
ket. Also I would advise you to fortify the said sconce, 
not only by a foussie or grafie, but also by certain stack- 
ets or palisades." — (Here Sir Duncan becoming impatient, 
left tije apartment, the Captain following him to the door, 
and raising his voice as he retreated, until he was fairly 
6ut of bearing.) — " The whilk stackets or palisades should 
be artificially framed with re-entering angles and loop-^ 
holes, or crennelles, for musketry, whereof it shall arise 
that the foemen the Highland brute ! the old High- 
land brute ! They are as proud as peacocks, and as ob- 
stinate as tups — and here he has missed an opportunity 
of making his house as pretty an irregular fortification as 
an invading army ever broke their teeth upon.— But 1 
see," he continued, looking down from the window upon 
the bottom of the precipice, '' they have got Gustavus 
safe ashore— proper fellow ! I would know that toss of his 
head among a whole squadron. I must go to see what 
they are to make of him. 

He had no sooner reached, however, the court to the 
seaward, and put himself in the act of descending the stair- 
case, than two Highland sentinels, advancing their Loch- 
aber axes, gave him to understand that this was a service 
of danger. 

** Diavolo !" said the soldier, " and I have got na pass^ 
word. I could not speak a syllable of their salvage gib- 
berish, an it were to save me from the provost-marshal.'* 
14 voL< n. 
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"«' Iwijl h0 jovr nutety, Ckplm DalgiHt;/' saM Skr 
Pupean, wbo te4 again approarcbed bim wUb^ut U9 ob-r 
9ervif)g from whe&ee ; <* and wd wiU gp %o^ther, a#4 
§99 bow your favourke cbarger is accomoK^daM*" 

He conducted bim accordingly down the staircaae ta 
the biaaeb^ and (t^om tbaoce by a abort mrn bobiod a large 
fockf vi^bich concealed \b» atablea aiid piker officaa be-^ 
loagifig to the easlle. Captain D^lg^tty ^aine ae«sible, 
at tbe aanie tioie^ tbat the aide of the. castle lo the ki^l 
W40 Fe«d«red totally iaaooesaible by a ravin^^ partly Batii-* 
aal and partly aoarped with groat «ar^ ^ikI labouri ao aa 
to be only passed by a drawbfidgei. StiU* bo^^i^vf r» (hfi 
Qaiptaio insisted, oot^ithstaadiBg lb«i trtun^ba^ w viiik 
wbicb $ir Duinean pointed eut b^ def^nqeSb \i^^\ & fi^^Pf^ 
should be erected on Druaqsiiab, tb^ roiind eaainene^ ^ 
the east of tihe castle, m respect the hou^e might be aqfioy- 
ad frona thence by burning bullets full of &re, abiot -qui o( 
aannoB, aeoording tio tbe citfiQaa invention of Stqpihm 
Batbian, King of Poland, wberel:^ thai prvaoe utterly rii*i 
iiied the great Muscovite d^ty 01 Moscow. This inven- 
tion, Captain Da^tty pwoed, he Jbad not yet ivatn^p^a^i 
but observed, ** tbat it would ^ive bim particular delecta- 
tion \0 wUnesa ttie saine put to the proof agsinst AfuiecK 
vohr or any other oastle of similar strength >^' obsecvingi, 
^ tbat -SO curious aa expierioient could noi but afford itbe 
g^atest defighi to all admirers of tbe railita^y art." 
, Sir Danpan CaaipbeU diverted this conv^r/^ation by 
(tarrying die seldiec infto bia $taible% ^d au&dag bim 'to 
arrange Guatavus aceortding to bis own will and :pleaaur^ 
After this duty had been carefully perforn^d) Cap4aia 
Gfldg€)t^ propoised to fet4|rn t/o the casUe, observingi it 
was his intention to spend tbe uooe betwixt ibis aind din^ 
Der> which ite presumed, would come upon the parade, 
ab^iit noon, in bumisbiOg his ariaour,. which, bavii)g sua- 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might, he v^aaafraid^ 
aeeco discr«dilabl&.id iheeyes of MacCaUum More^ Yet, 
Wfhile ibey wi0ra i'0iiHr|iing l« .the castle, hi^ Tailed n<it t^i 
#arii Sk Dttoean Campbell against tbe great ir^ury b^ 
might sustain by any sudden onfall of ao^^^eiliyi witi^reby 



bis hones, cattle, and graoarijes, migbt be cut off and 
ecnsixmedi to bis great prejudice ; wberefore| be again 
strongly conjured him to coastrinQt a aeoppe Mpon ibf 
newd bin called X^un^soeb, and offered bis 01^0 firiepdly 
services in linitog out jifae eaine. To tbis disintereated 
«dwe Sir DiHican Miy n^pfied b^ firiiejrieg bi* gue^t lo 
bis «f BftmenCy and infomriog bim ibat Ae iQlling of tbe 
eastle bell vould make bkn aware when dJaaer »^ ready/ 
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CHAPTER XI, 



^gpU^ her aabile banner from the doi^onji 
D^kenin^ tbe foam <^th^ wbol^ ^rge ))eiieath. 
Were I a^habhaut, to see tbis gloem 
PoUute tbe face of nature, and to bear 

^M pi«H rinci in ^le but ^lat poorent p^^aiUQt 
^'^ fram'4) tp j^ve hiqi teipporary sbelter. 

0f1OI0fl> 

Tbs gallant Rittwpafsier would willingly bave employed 
bio leisure t|i studying the exterior of Sir Duncan's castle, 
asid verifying fai3 4>wn oAYiHxy ideas upon tbe patucp cl* 
its (tefenees. But a stout sentinel, who mounted guard 
^tth 8' Lo€(baber«-aX!e at tbe door ^ bis apartment, g^ve 
faim «o 4}iKierstand, by veiy n^ifieant signs, jbat be was 
-in a sort ef bonoursfblecap^vity. 

^ 4t is strakige/* thoueln tbe Ritt*m«ster to iriioself, 
*^ bow weH diese seSv^ges understand ibe rules and prac^ 
ti<}iie of <war. ^ho would have prei-supposed their ac- 
quaintance with the giaxim cftbe ^eat and godlike ^jBusr 
tavus Adotphus, that a flagof €roee should be balf a mes^ 
senger baif a spy V^ And, faaifiag ^oishepd burnidbing bis 
arms, be sat down patiently to compute bow much half a 
dollar per diem would amount to at the end of a si9t«monlbs 
campaign ;'eod'.wbeti he bad^ttled -that proUeaSy pve^ 
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ceeded to the inore abstnise calculations neeessary ibr 
drawing up a brigade of two thousand naen on the prniei« 
pie of extracting the square root. 

From bis musings, he was roused by tbe jojibl 
Boood of the dinner-bell, on which, tbe Highlander, 
lately his guard, became his gentleman-udier, and mar- 
shalfed him to the hall, where a table with four covers 
bore ample proofs of Highland hospitality. Sir Duncan 
entered, conducting his lady, a tall, faded, melancholy 
female, dressed in d^ep mourning. They were followed 
^by a presbyterian clergyman, in his Geneva cloak, and 
wearing a black silk scull-cap, covering bis short hair so 
closely, that it could scarce be seen at all ; so that the 
unrestricted ears had an undue predominance in the 
general aspect. This ungraceful fashion was universal 
at the time, and partly led to the nicknames of round- 
beads, prick-eared curs, and so forth, which the inso- 
lence of the cavaliers liberally bestowed on tbeir political 
enemies. 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest to his lady, 
who received his technical salutation with a stiff and 
silent reverence, in which it could scarce be judged 
whether pride or melancholy had the greater share. The 
churchman, to whom he was next presented, eyed him 
with a glance of muigled dislike and curiosity. But tbe 
Captain, well accustomed to worse looks from more dan- 
gerous persons, cared very little either for those of the 
lady or of the divine, but bent bis whole soul upon assault- 
ing a huge piece of beef, which smoked at tbe nether end 
of the table. But the onslaught, as he would have term- 
ed it, was delayed unlil the conclusion of a very long grace, 
betwixt every section of which, Dalgetty handled bis knife 
and fork, as he might have done his musket or pike when 
going upon action, and as often resigned them unwillingly 
when the prolix chaplain commenced another clause of 
his benediction. Sir Duf^an listened with decency, 
though he was supposed rather to have joined the Cove- 
nanters out of devotion to bis chief, tb^n real respect for 
4iw. caMse either pf liberty or of. presbytery. His lady 
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alone attended to the blessing, with symptoms of deep 
acquiescence. 

Tfae meal was performed almost in Carthusian silence ; 
for it was none of Captain Dalgetty's habits to employ his 
mouth hi talking, while it could be more proBtably occu- 
pied* Sir Duncan was absolutely silent, and the lady 
and churchman only occasionally exchanged a few words, 
spoken low, and indbtinctly. 

But, when the dishes were removed, and their place 
supplied by liquors of various sorts, Captain Dalgetty no 
longer had, himself, the same weighty reasons for silence, 
and began to tire of that of the rest of the company. He 
commenced a new attack upon his landlord, upon the 
former ground. 

^' Touching that round monticle, or bill, or eminence, 
termed Drumsnab, I would be proud to bold some dia- 
logue with you, Sir Duncan, on the nature of the sconce 
to be there constructed ; and whether the angles thereof 
should be acute or obtuse — anent whilk I have heard the 
great Velt-Mareschal Bannier hold a learned argument 
with General Tiefenbach during a still-stand of arms." 

** Captain Dalgetty," answered Sir Duncan very dryly, 
** it is not our Highland usage to debate military points 
with strangers. This castle is like to hold out against a 
stronger enemy than any force which the unfortunate 
gentlemen we left at Darnlinvarach are able to bring 
agamst it." 

A deep sigh from the lady accompanied the conclusicxi 
of her husband's speech, which seemed to remind her of 
some painful circumstance. 

^* He who gave," said the clergyman, addressing her 
in a solemn tone, " hath taken away. May you, honoura-* 
ble lady, he long enabled to say, blessed be his name !" 
To this exhortation, which seemed intended for her 
sole behoof, the lady answered by an inclination of her 
head, more humble than Captain Dalgetty had yet ob* 
served her make. Supposing he should now find her in 
a more conversible humour, he proceeded to accost her, 
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'^ It is indi^rit^Uy ^mrjr iMtmlUist jrour hiytAtf idiould 
be downcast at the mention of military preparaiions, vafailk 
I have observed te spnad peituriMitiiMi. among women of 
all i^at^oas, and almost all <^ndition% Nevertheless, Peii- 
ihesileay in ancient times, and also Joan of Arc, and fib- 
ers were of a diflbrent kidney. And, as I have leamefl 
while I served the Spaniard, the Dujke of Aiva m former 
times had the leaguer-lasses who feUosred his oamp majr- 
shaUed into tertw^ (wUlk we call regiments,) and .officer- 
ed ^nd commanded by those of their own feminine geqd^ 
^nd regulated by a comQiandeiv-in-<:hief, eidied in Germany 
Hureweibler, or, as we voidd say vernacularly. Captain 
of the Qi^eaos. True ii i^ they were perscos not lo be 
named as parallel to your ladyship, being such qt^ ftuBS" 
fum earpotiku» faeieffantf as we said of Jfum Droeniels, 
at the AiUreaehal-CoUege ; the same whom the Freooh 
ienn cunUanner, and we in Sciitti8b"rT-r-rw 

^^ The lady will spare you th& trouble of iuetlier eocpoi- 
sitioo, Captain Dalgetty," said bis host, soaiewfaat sternly ; 
lo which the clergy man added, '* tliat suoh discourse betr 
ter befitteid a w^iicih-^tower guarded by profane soldiery 
^han the board mt an honouraUe pemoo, and the presence 
of a lisdy .of quality." 

^'' Craving your faixion, Donunie, or Dootpf, awt quo^ 
Gvaique alia nomine gaudet^ for I .would have you to kxiow 
jl bi^e studied polite letters,'' said the unabashed eiivoy, 
&lliiig a great cup of wine, " I see no ground for your r^ 
proof, seeing I did B9t speak of (those turpe^ p^sonm^ as 
if their oQQiipBtion ot chaBaeter was « proper subject of 
conversation for this lady's presence, but simply fMi|riion« 
4$i^s ^ illustrating the matter in band, paraely, their •natu«* 
raLoQurage and audacity, much enhanced, doubtless, by 
the desperate eircumstaiioes of their jcoi^itioii.'' 

^* Captain Dalgetty," said Sir Duncan Campbell, i* to 
break short this discourse, I must acquaint y^q that I have 
some busfaness to despatch tq-nlght, in jorder to enable me 
tu ride wtith you to-morrow towards Inverary; and -there* 

v*se I'. I ' j'f 



«< 9d Hde with ibis person to-morrow !*^ e^bbhne^ hk 
hdy I ^ such cannot be ybtur purpose. Sir Duaono, un* 
less you hwie fer^oiien that the morrow is a sad annif er» 
sary, obcI declieatecl to as sad a solemnity." 

*^ i bad Bol ibi^tten,'* answered Sir DunoMi ; f^ ihow 
is it posslUe I oaii ever foreet f but the nfsoesiiity 6f the 
times reqvms I shQuld send t)iis offeer oowa^d 40 iQ«o» 
rary, wilbout loss of ttnie/' 

^ Yety surely, not that you should aceoi|ipeny«hiai m 
person V^ inquired cbeiady. 

*' It w^re better i did," said Sir Duncan f H yet } oaa 
write to ihe Marquis, and follow qn the aiibfieqoeot d»y. — 
Captain Dalgetty, I wiM despatch a letter for ymk^ e^aks* 
ing to the Marquis of Argyll yoiur character and eominiftf 
sion, vi^jth wbieh you wflf please to prepare to tcavsel to 
Inverary, earfy to-morrow morotng." 

" Sir Duncan Campbell," said Ddgetty, ^^ I am doubt- 
less at yetir discretional^ disposai in ifais nwitter; not the 
less, 1 pray you to refnember the blot which will fall upon 
your own escutcheon, if you do in any w«y sufer mci 
being a commissionote flag of truice) to be eirpw&Ve^nlftd 
in this niatter, whether ekmif «», vel fureeanio ; I do not 
say by your assent to any wrong done to .me,, but eyen 
through absence of any due care on yoinr part to pceiyenft 
die same.^' 

^* You are under the safeguard of .myshonoiir, sfa*/' ^nn 
swered Sir Duncan Campbell, '* and that is more than m 
sufficient security. And now,>^' coodoued be, roing, ^' I 
must eet the esample of refMring*" 

Dalgetfy saw bims^ undeip fbe neeessity of fojlowiag 
the bint, iibotrgh the lionr was eariy >; init^ Jik0iA.8kiUifl 
general, he ayailed himself of orery iostantoC dehjr whidi 
circumstances permitted. ^^ Trestihg to yout tu»o^rabld 
parole,'' said he, fiUio^ his eup, ^* I drimk 40 you, Sk Dun-» 
can, and to the continuance of your hoaoui^ble house." 
A si^h from Sir 0uncan was the ooij^ reply .r*-**^^ Also^ 
niadam,^ said- the soldier, repleoisbinE the quaig^ wilfa all 
possible despatch, ^* I drink to your honquiiable heaMi^ 
and fulfilment of all your virtuous desires — and, reyerend 
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sir, (not forgetting to fit the action to ibe words,) I fill this 
cap to the drowning of all unkindness betwixt you and 
Captain Dalgetty — ^1 should say Major — and, in respect 
the flagon contains but one cup niore, I drink to the health 
of all honourable cavaliers and brave soldados — and, the 
flask being empty, I ain ready, Sir Duncan, to attend your 
fiiDClionary or sentinel to my place of private repos^.^' 

He received a formal permission to retire, and an as- 
surance, that, as the wine seemed to be to his taste, anoth* 
er measure of the same vintage should attend him pres- 
ently, in order to sooth the hours of his solitude. 

No sooner had the Captain reached the apartment, then 
this promise was fulfiUed ; and, in a short time afterwards, 
the added comforts of a pasty of red-deer venison ren- 
dered him very tolerant both of confinement and want of 
society. The same domestic, a sort of chamberlain, who 
placed this good cheer in his apartment, delivered to Dal- 
getty a packet, sealed and tied up with a silken thread, 
according to the custom of the time, addressed with many 
forms of respect to the High and Mighty Prince, Archi- 
bald, Marquis of Argyle, Lord of Lorn, and so forth. 
The chamberlain at the same time apprized the Ritt-mas- 
ter, that he must take horse at an early hour for Inverary, 
where the packet of Sir Duncan would be at once his in- 
troduction and his passport. Not forgetting that it was his 
object to collect information as well as to act as an envoy, 
and desirous, for his own sake, to ascertain Sir Duncan's 
reasons for sending him onward without bis personal at- 
tendance, the Ritt-master inquired the domestic, with 
all the precatition that his ex|)erience suggested, what were 
the reasons which detained Sir Duncan at home on the 
succeeding day. The man, who was from the Low- 
lands, replied, "that it was. the habit of Sir Dun- 
can and bis lady to observe as a day of solemn fast and 
humiliation the anniversary on which their castle bad 
been taken by surprise, and their children, to the number 
of four, destroyed cruelly by a band of Highland free- 
booters iiuriug Sir Duncan's absence upon an expedition 
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which the Marquis of Argyle had undertakeL against the 
Macleans of the Isle of Miril." 

** Truly," said the soldier,.** your lord and lady have 
some cause for fast and humiliation. Nevertheless, I will 
venture to pronounce, that, if he had taken the advice of 
any experienced soldier, having skill in the practiques of 
defending places of advantage, he would have built a 
sconce upon the small hill which is to the left of the dra w- 
brigg. And this I can easily prove to you, mine honest 
friend ; for, holding that pasty to be the castle-^-wbat's 
your name, friend 1" 

** Lorimer, sir," replied the man. 

** Here is to your heahh, honest Lorimer.— I say, Lori- 
mer — holding that pasty to be the main body or citadel of 
the place to be defended, and taking the marrow-bone 
for the sconce to be erected " 

*•* I am sorry, sir," said Lorimer, interrupting him, 
** that I cannot stay to hear the rest of your demonstration ; 
but the belt will presently ring. As worthy Mr. Granean- 
goWl, the Marquis's own chaplain, does family worship, 
and only seven of our household out of sixty persons un- 
derstand the Scottish tongue, it would misbecome any one 
of them to be absent, and greatly prejudice me in the 
opinion of my lady. There are pipes and tobacco, sir, 
if you please to drink a whiff of smoke, and if you want 
anything else, it shall be forthcoming two hours hence, 
when prayers are over." So saying, he left the apartment. 

No sooner was he gone, than the heavy toll of the cas- 
tle-bell summoned its inhabitants together ; and was an- 
swered by the shrill clamour of the females, mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking Earse at the top 
of their throats, they hurried from different quarters by a 
iong but narrow gallery, which served as a communica- 
tion to many rooms, and anl'^ng others, to that in which* 
Captain Dalgetty was stationed. ** There they go as i£ 
they were beating to the roll-call," thought the soldier to 
bimsielf ; ** if they all attend the parade, I will look but, 
fake a mauihfnl of fresh air, and make mine own observa- 
tions on the practicaMflies of ibis pkice.'' 



AccordingHf • v}|op oU wai ^i?t, be pmifid hU it^m- 
ber-door, and prepared to ici|,vf9 it^ wtiep w. s«w his fijeod 
with tbe |t^ «dv«gBGJAg iw^t^ Uib from the ^Hi|qnt end 
of tbe saUery» balf whi^jjiig, btlf btipip^lng, « QMb 
iun^. To bav<e sibowp apy wa)|t of poniM^ii^e, liionid 
have been at piioa iflapoUtiOt And nobQ^opH^^ hitOHlitQiy 
character ; tso the Cai^aie, pMUipg tbi9 beat; foce upoo fafe 
situation he fouldj whistled » S^v^disb »»lrQiitt io a tone 
still louder tfian ^ not^ of bis swttniel ; land retri^iting 
pace by pace, wkb fm air of iiyiliSereaGei n^ if bi$ ooly 
purpose had been to breathe a little ffe^ iMTi be abut ^ 
door in the face of bis gui9sd, ffrbev ^0 £^w bad «p- 
pnoaf h^d witbifi « S^^ paoea of bio9r 

It is v^ry w^V, Uiougbf ih« RttiHiii^sterite bbus^; lie 
annuls n>y fwivole by p^tti^g gjifinAs ^iipwk me, for, iap «c 
used to say at MarescfaaL-CQUege, JHe^ M fiduckt 9iui$ 
rdativA ;^ and iS he doies 9ot tr^st my wovd^I do nt>tsee 
bow I am bouod to keep it, if a«y moiivta should oeour 
for my desi^g tp dep^ fr^BQ it. Sw^T 'the moiBSl obr 
ligation of die pprpl^ is relaxed^ iq 4i«» lilr a^ tpbysicial force 
is substituted instead ibereof. 

Thus coa^forting bPOMialf in ^« mel^physicsl haniffiir 
ties wihiob be deduced jfirom tbe vigilnAei^ Qf bis eemlinei^ 
Ritt-tpastetr P^lgetty re^ed (0 his apfetrtfpent, wbere^ 
amid tbe tbeo^^tical f^cu}a||Q«a of il«etics, and dieeocar 
sional naopre p^^Qtie^ ftltaflbs pn tbe Atsk mi peaty, be 
cons^iQed tbp 'f^nowig Pnti^l il was itimo le go. to i^eposA. 
He WW amnKHied by hpnmi^r «i {9^kx>f dey., who gave 
biiu to Miiderstaiid^ that, vfbt^ be baid^ bipken biS' fiist, for 
ipbicb b9 yrpdiiced lanp^e n^a^evial^i b^ guide and horse 
were in •^lend^oe fpi^ .his jowrney^ t» t^v^etary. After 
QOQ^lyiifg wi^b'th^liospitaWQ bint^f tbacbMobierlfiD, tbe 
spldler fwpc^ed^d to take holil^^ In ^9ssiag througb the 
i^pantfn^t^ be pbseKVied 4m 4o|i>^Uos wj^t^ busity em<* 
ployed in^angif^ cbe freM>b»l) with black elolb, a oere«> 
9ioay whicbfl: b0 tMid, b^ b4d iseep pracMsed when the 
itnpto^i Qi^tfivus AvdplpbMs^^tey'ifi atate in the Qasdeof 
^^!£^ W94 v^bipb, tberef^ffQ, be opined, was « teatitno- 
nial of the strici^at Slid dftej^al «aMmiog» 



When Dadgetty mocmtBd hi$^ staed, be fouiid himwit 
attended, or perhaps gimrded, by five or six Campbells, 
weU armed, commanded by one, who, boiu tbet tv get mt 
bis shoulder, and the sbofrt cook's-feather in bis bonnet, 
as weH as from the state wbioh be took upon himself, cUim* 
ed the rank of a Dunniewasset^ or ciansma^ of superior 
rank ; and indeed, from bis dignity of depcnrlment, ^n&M 
not stand in a more <ii3tant d^ree of relationship to Sir 
PAmcan, than that of te^h or twelfth cousin at fardiefit* 
3ut it was impossible to extract pof i^ve informatioQ on 
this or any other subject, iqa«mch ^ npitber this con^ 
mainder nor ^ny of bis party spok^ English. The Cap>- 
•tain rod£, and bis military attendants walked } but ^ucb 
was their activity^ and so numerous the impediments which 
the nature of tbe road presented to the equestrian mode 
of travelling, ihat far from being retarded by the siownef^ 
of their pace, hi^ difficulty was ratber in keeping up with 
ills guides, fie observed that they occasionally watched 
him with a sharp eye, as if they were jealous of some 
effort to escape ^ and once, as he lingered behind at oross^ 
ing a brook, one of the gillies began to blow tbe match Oif 
bis piece, giving him to understand that he woudd rnn 
some risk in na^ of an atjtjerypt to part eompany» Dal* 
£etty did not. angipr much good from the close watch tbua 
jcuai^tained uppn bis person ; bnt there wa9 no remedyn 
for an attempt to escape from bia attendants in an imper** 
vions and nnkn^wp country, wpuld bavie been httle short 
of insa^Jt^'. Ke therefore pkdded patiently on through a 
lyaste «q4 s^vi^ge wilderness, treacUng paths which were 
only known to the shepherds and cattle-drivers, and passr 
ing^ with mnob m^^e of disconifort than ^isfactioo many 
of those sublime fombiiaations. of moontainous ^enery 
which npw di^w visi^ter^ from every corner of Eiigland to 
feast their -ey<ef upon Highland grandeur, apd mortify their 
palate^ upon Highland fare. At lenglh ^^ arrived 09 
tbe southern verge of that noble lake t^pon w^icb Inverary 
is situated ; and a bugle^ which the Dunniewassel winded 
till rock and gveen wood rang, served as a signal to a well- 
manned galley, which, starting from a creek where it lay 
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concealed, receiredthe party on board, including Gusta- 
vus ; which sagacious quadruped, an experienced traveller 
both by water and land, walked in and out of the boat 
With the discretion of a Christian. 

Embarked on the bosom of Loch Fine, Captain Dalget- 
ty might hare admired one of the grandest scenes which 
nature aflbrds. He might have noticed the rival rivers 
' Aray and Shiray, which pay tribute to the lake, each issn- 
•mg from its own dark and wooded retreat. He misht have 
marked, on the soft and gentle slope that ascends from the 
shores, the noble old gothic castle, with its varied outline, 
embattled walls, towers, and outer and inner courts, which, 
so far as the picturesque is concerned, presented an aspect 
'much more striking than the present massive and uniform 
mansion. He might have admired those dark woods 
which for many a mile surrounded this strong and princely 
dwelling, and his eye might have dwelt on the picturesque 
peak of Duniquoich, starting abruptly from the lake, and 
raising its scathed brow into the mists of middle sky, while 
a solitary watch-tower, perched on its top like an eagle's 
nest, gave dignity to the scene by awakening a sense of 
"possible danger. All these, and every other accompani- 
ment of this noble scene. Captain Dalgetty might have 
marked, if be had been so minded. But to confess the 
truth, the gallant Captain, who had eaten nothing since 
day-break, was chiefly interested by the smoke which as- 
cended from the castle chimneys, and the expectations 
which this seemed to warrant of his encountering an abun- 
dant stock of provant, as he was wont to call supplies of 
this nature. 

The boat soon approached the rugged pier, which 
JBlburted into the loch from the little town of fnverary, then 
a nide assemblage of huts, with a very few stone mansions 
mterspersed, stretching upwards from the banks of Loch 
Fine to the principal gate of the castle, before which a 
scene presented itself that might easily have quelled a less 
stout heart, and turned a more delicate stomach, than those 
of Ritt- master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of Drumthwacket. 
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CHAPTER Xll. 






.For chie designs .«m1 crooiwd covnieli fit. 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit| 
ResUesa, un6¥'d ia principle and place, 
In.powV uiyileased, impatient in disgrace. 

Ahtahom and At^MUffhd 

Tui: village of Inv^rary , new a neat coontry town, %» a 
paitoQJk of the riideness of the seyenteenth century, in 
the nMserable appearance of the bouses, and the irregu- 
larity iof the unpaved street. But a stronger and more 
terrible dharacteristic of the period appeared in the mar- 
het-f lace, which was a space of irregular width, half way 
betwixt theliai'bour, or prer, and the frowning casde-gate, 
which terminated with its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and 
Bankers, the upper end of the vista. Midway this space 
was erected a rude gibbiet, on which hung five dead bodies, 
two 6f Mrliich,>frQm their dress, seemed to haw been Low- 
landers, and the other three corpses were muffled in their 
Highland plaids. 'Two or three women sat under the 
fallows, wiio seemed to be mourning, and singmg the 
coronach of the decreased, in a low voice. But the spec- 
tacle was apparently of too ordinary occurrence to have 
much interest for the inhabitants at large, who, while they 
ttiroBged -to look at the military figure, the horse of an 
unusual st^, ^»id ^e burnished panoply of Captain DaW 
getty, seemed^ beste^wno^tedtion whieiteVer ontbe ptte^ 
<>iis spectacle which their own market^hce aflbirdt'd. 

The efivoy-of Montrose was not quite so inUi&rent ; 
at)d^ 'heliitng a word or two of English escape from a 
Highlander of decent appeteiranee^ he immediately lialted 
Oimtavus and addressed him. ^* 1%e Provost-Marshal 
has beei» busy here, my Iriend. May 1 crave of you wfatft 
these delinquents have been justified ^for 7" 

15 VOL. II. 



170 7AXi«« OF MS ftAlTDIMtllf 

He looked towards the gibbet as be spoke ; and the 
Gael, coroprehendiog his meaning ratber by his action 
than his words, immediately replied, " Three gentlemen 
caterans, — God sain them (crossing himself) — twa Sasse- 
nach bits o* bodies, that wadna do something that Mac* 
Galium More bade them ;" and turning from Dalgetty 
with an air of indifference, away he walked, staying no 
farther question. 

Dalgetty shrugged his shoulders and proceeded, for Sir 
Duncan Campbell's tenth or twelfth cousin had already 
shown some signs of impatience. 

At the gate of the Castle, another terrible spectacle of 
feudal power awaited him. Within a stockade or palisa- 
do, which seemed lately to have been added to the de- 
fences of the gate, and which was protected by two pieces 
of Ught artillery, was a small inclosure, where stood a huge 
block, on which lay an axe. Both were smeared with 
recent blood, and a quantity of saw-dust strewed around, 
.>artly retained and partly obliterated the marks of a very 
ate execution. 

As Dalgetty looked on this new object of terror, his 
principal guide suddenly twitched him by the skirt of his 
jerkin, and having thus attracted his attention, winked and 
pointed with his finger to a pole fixed on the stockade, 
which supported a human bead, being that, doubtless, of 
the late sufferer. There was a leer on the Highlander's 
face, as he pointed to this ghastly spectacle, which seem-* 
ed to his felk>w-traveller ominous of nothing good. 

Dalgetty dismounted from his horse at the gate-way, and 
Gustavus was taken from him without bis being permitted 
to attend him to the stable according to his custom. 

This gave the soldier a pang which the apparatus of 
death had not conveyed — " Poor Gustavus !" said he to 
himself, '^ if anything but good happens to me, I had bet- 
ter have left him at Darnlinvarach than brought him here 
among these Highland salvages, who scarce know the head 
of a horse from his tail. But duty must part a man from 
his nearest and dearest— 
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** WImo the owiBoiis $i« roarisgyUidSi wd the cokmn m fljrniCt 
The lads that seek honour must never fear dyin^ ; 
Then, stout cavalierg, let us toil our brave trade in. 
And fig^ht for the Gospel and the bold King* of Sweden." 

Thus silencing his apprehensioDs with the but-eod of a 
military ballad, he followed bis guide into a sort of guard- 
room filled with armed Highlanders. It was inrimated to 
him that he must remain here uutil his arrival was com<* 
tnunicated to the Marquis. To make this communication 
the more intelligible, the doughty Captain gave to the 
Dunniewassel Sir Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, that it should be delivered into 
the Marquis's own hand . His guide nodded, and withdrew* 
' The Captain was left about half an hour in this place, 
to endure with indifference, or return with scorn, the in- 
quisitive, and at the same time, the inimical glances of the 
armed Gael, to whom his exterior and equipage were as 
much subject of curiosity, as his person and coimtry seem- 
ed matter of dislike. All this he bore with military non- 
cbaldnce, until, at the expiration of the above period, a per- 
son dressed in black velvet, and wearing a gold chain, 
like a modern magistrate of Edinburgh, but who was, in 
fact, steward of the household to the Marquis of Argyle, 
entered the apartment, and invited, with solemn gravity, 
the Captain to follow hitu to his master's presence. 

The suite of apartments through wliich he passed were 
filled with attendants or visiters of various descriptions, 
disposed, perhaps, with some ostentation, in order to im- 
press the envoy of Montrose with an idea of the superior 
power and magnificence belonging to the rival house of 
Argyle. One anteroom was filled with lacqueys, arrayed 
in brown and yellow, the colours of the family, who, rang- 
ed in double file, gazed in silence upon Captain Dalgetty 
as he passed betwixt their ranks. Another was occupied 
by Highland gentlemen and chiefs of small branches, who 
were amusing themselves with chess, backganmion, and 
other games, which they scarce intermitted to gaze with 
curiosity upon the stranger. A third was filled with Low^ 
land gentlemen and officers, who seemed also in attend^ 
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ance ; and, lastly the pretencenciiflfiiber ■€([ the Mar- 
quis himself showed him attended by a levee which mark- 
ed his high importaoce. 

This apartment, the folding-doors of which were open- 
ed (or ithe oreceplion of CSapiiain Dalgetty*, was a loog^i^ 
kry, decorated with tapesU'y and family portraits, and 
having a .vauhed ceiling of open wrood-wock., the es^reme 
projections of the beams being richly carved and gilded. 
The gatiery was. lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case- 
ments, divided by heavy shafts, and filled with jiaint- 
ed glass, where the sun-beams gliounered dimly through 
boars-heads, and galleys, and batons, and swords, armo- 
rial bearings of the powerful house of Argyie^ i^nd em- 
blems ef'the high. he^reditary office of Justiciary of Scot- 
land, and Master of the Royal Household, which they long 
enjoyed. At the upper end of this m.ag^ificent gallery 
stood the Marquis himself, the centre of a splendid circle 
of Highland and Lowland gentlemen, all richly dresse^^ 
among whom were AAiro or three of the clergy, called in, 
perhaps, tobewitnessesofbis lordship's zeal forthe Covenant 

Tlie Marquis himself ^was dressed in the fashion of the 
period, which Vandyke has so often painted ; bat his habit 
was sober and uniform in colour, and rather rich than gay. 
His dark complexion, furrowed forehead, and downcast 
look, gave him the appearance of one frequently engaged 
in the consideration of important affairs, and who has ac- 
quire<i|, by long habit, an air of gravity and mystery, which 
be cannot shake off even where there is nothing to be 
conccjafed. The cast with his eyes, which had procured 
him in the Highlands the nickname of Gillespie Grumach 
(or the grim, ) was less perceptible when be Jooked down- 
ward, .which perhaps was one cause of bis having adopted 
that habit. In person, be was tall and thin, but not with- 
out .that dignity of deportment and roannera which be- 
came his high rank. Something there was cold in bis 
address, and sinister in his look, although he spoke and 
behaved with the usual grace of a man of such quality. 
lie was adored by hiaowA clan, whose advancement be 
bad gpeatly stucfieid, dthottsh be was in proportion disliiceH 
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hj tbe Higblanders .of other septs, some of vvboin he had 
already stripped of their possessions, while others con* 
ceived themselves in danger from his future schemes, and 
all dreaded the height to which he was elevated. 

We have already noticed, that in displaying himself 
amidst his counsellors, bis officers of the household, and 
bis train of vassais, allies, and dependants^ the Marquis of 
Argyle probably wished to make an impression on the 
nervous system of Captain Dugald Dalgetty. But that 
doughty person had fought his way, in one department or 
anodier, through the greater part of the Thirty Years War 
in Germany, a period when a brave and successful soldier 
was a companion 4br princes. The King of Sweden, and, 
after his example, even the haughty Princes of tbe Em<^ 
pire, had found Uiemselves <fain frequently to compound 
with iheir dignity, and silence, when they could not satis- 
fy, the pecuniary claims of their soldiers, by admitting 
them to unusual privileges and familiarity. Captain Du- 
gald Dalgetty had it to boast, that he had sat with pfinces 
at feasts made for monarchs, and therefore was not a per- 
son to be brow-beat even by the dignity which surrounded 
'MacCa]lum More. Indeed, he was naturally by no means 
the most modest man in the world, but, on the contrary, 
had so good an opinion of hintseif, that into whatever 
company he chanced to be thrown, he was always proporr 
tionally elevated in his own conceit ; so that he fek as 
much at ease in the most exalted society, as among his 
own ordinary companions. In this -high opinion of his own 
rank he was greatly fortified by his ideas of the milhary 
profession, which, in his phrase, made a valiant cavalier a 
camerado to an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the Marquises pres- 
ence-chamber, he advanced to die upper end with an air 
of more confidence tlian grace, and would have gone close 
up to Argyle*s person before speaking, had not the latter 
waved his hand, as a signdl to him to stop short. Captain 
^Dalgetty did so accordingly, and having made his military 
congee with easy confidence, be thus accosted the Mafr 
I6* TOt. tf. 
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quia : ** Give you good morrowi my knrd — or ratber I 
should say, good even ; Beso a u$ted los manos^ as the 
Spaniard says/' 

^< Who are you, sir, and what is your business 9" de- 
manded the Marquis, in a tone which was intended to in- 
terrupt tlie ofieosive familiarity of the soldier. 

" That is a fair interrogative, my lord," answered Dal* 
getty, '* which I shall forthwith answer as becomes a cav* 
alier, and that peremptorief as we used to say at Marescbal 
College," 

*^ See who or what he is, Neal," said the Marquis stern* 
ly, to a gentleman who stood near him. 

*' I will save the honourable gentleman the labour of 
investigation," continued the Captain. *^ I am Dugald 
Dalgetty, of Drtmithwacket, that should be, late Ritt- 
master in various services, and now major of I know not 
what or whose regiment of Irishes ; and I am come with 
a flag of truce from a high and powerful lord, Jaines Earl 
of Montrose, and other noble persons, now in arms for 
his Majesty. And so, tiod save King Charles !" 

*' Do you know where you are, and the danger of dal- 
lying with us, sir," again demanded the Marquis, ^^ that 
you reply to me as if I were a child or a fool 9 The £arl 
of Montrose is with the English malignants ; and -I sus- 
pect you are one of those Irish runagates, who are come 
into this country to burn and slay, as they did under Sir 
Pbelim O'Neale." 

'^ My lord," replied Captain Dalgetty, '< I am no rene- 
gade, though a Major of Irishes ; for which I might refer 
your lordship to the invincible Gustavus Adolphus, the 
Lion of the North, to Bannier, to Oxenstiern, to the war- 
like Duke of Saxe Weimar, Tilly, Wallenstein, Picco- 
lomini, and other great captains, both dead and living ; and 
touching the noble Earl of Montrose, I pray your lordship 
to peruse these my full powers for treating with you in the 
name of that right honourable commander." 

The Marquis looked slightingly at the signed and sealed 
paper which Captain Dalgetty handed to him, and, throw- 
ing it with contempt upon a table, asked those .^around 
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him, what be deserved who came as the avowed envojr 
aod agent of malignant traitors, in arms against the state? 

*' A high gallows and a short shrift," was the ready an« 
stver of one of the by-staoders. 

'' I will crave of that honourable cavalier who bath ksl 
spoken," said Dalgetty, ^^ to be less hasty in forming hn 
conclusions, and also of your lordship to be cautelous in 
adopting the same, in respect such threats are to be held out 
only to base bisognos, and not to men of spirit and action, 
who are bound to peril themselves as freely in services of 
this nature, as upon sieges, battles, or onslaughts of any 
sort. Aod albeit I have not with me a trumpet, or a wh^ 
flag, in respect our army is not yet equipped with its full 
appointments, yet the honourable cavaliers and your lord- 
ship nmsi concede unto me, that the sanctity of an envoy 
who Cometh, on matter of truce or parle, conststeth not 
in the fanfare of a trumpet, whilk is but a sound, or in the 
flap of a white flag, whilk is but an old rag in itself, but 
in the confidence reposed by the party sending, and the 
party sent, in the honour of those to whom the message 
b to be carried, and their full reliance that they will re- 
spect the jus gentiuMj as weel as the law of arms, in the 
person of the commissionate." 

*' You are not come hither to lecture us upon the law 
of arms, sir," said the Marquis, ^* which neither does nor 
can apply to rebels and insurgents ; but to sufier the pen- 
alty of your insolence and folly for bringing a traitorous 
mess^Q to the Lord Justice General of Scotland, whose 
duty calls upon him to punish such an offence with death." 

" Gentlemen," said the Captain, who began much to 
dislike the turn wliich his mtssion seemed about to take, 
" I pray you to remember, that the Earl of Montrose will 
bold you and your possessions liable for whatever injury 
my person, or my horse, shall sustain by these unseemly 
proceedings, and that he will be justified in executinp; 
retributive vengeance on your persons and possessions*" 

This menace was received with a scornful laugh, while 
one of the Campbells replied, '^ It is a far cry to Loch- 
ow ;" a proverbial expression of the tribe^ meftoing that 
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ibetr anktMnt heraditMry e kiniM Mb liiy bq^oikl the temck of 
Mft kivvMifg moKmsy^ '* But, gendemen,'' fatiber orged 
ths Mtofartmiite Cslpttid^ wfa6 was uBwiffing to b# con- 
demned, without at least the Ueiicfit of a ful) be%ringy ^ ai<* 
Aobgh it is not for me to fltay bow far it liiay be to luoclmw, 
ID' respect 1 m a strdngek- 16 iteiie partsy ycft, what is more 
to the puqiose^ I trust ykni wiH admit that 1 bBve the gaar-* 
Sot^e* of ah bonouf abie g^ntlemao of your own nainey Sir 
Dndoan^ CsfmpbeU^of Ardenvobrf for roj ilafctj od this 
Hiission' ; and I prUy you* to oba^te, that ki breaking the 
truce towards ikte, you wiH highly prej«<lieate his honour 
Mdl hk feme;- ' 

This seeriied tio be aiew inforamioo to rmmy of th^ 
gbaileinen, for they spokd aside wilh each' odier, and the 
Marquis's fees', notwithstanding bis* power of suppvessitig 
iiireiiite#tial signs' of hirpassidn^ showed impioeoQe aH^ 
vcdaiioo. 

'^ Does Sir Ddrican of Ard^vbhr pledge his Booour 
fet'this pcnrsbn^S' saf^, my lord 9" satd ons'of the eOok^ 
pfmy, addressing the Marqois^ 

*^ f do' o6t beliere it," atiswered: the Marqois ; btA i 
bslte not yet had tinffe to read hb letter." 

*' We will pray your lordship to do so^" said atiotberof 
the: Cidnafpbells> ; '^ tmr name must not sufier discredit 
throagh^ the Mean^ of such a fellow as this." 

*^ A dead fly," said a dergyroaav ^ maketh the oint^ 
mem of the spotheeary to stink." 

** Re^rend sir," toid Gaptaio Dblgetty , ^< in respect of 
tbef ese ter be derived, I forgive you the ilmsavoui^iness cf 
y6iil' comparison ; and alao rdmitto the gentleman it) the 
red bonmet, the disparaging epithet oSfiUow which he has 
discodfteousfy applied t6 me^ wha am no way to be distin- 
gaished by the same, udlelss in so fer as I have been called 
fellow^'soldier by the great Gostavus Adolphus, the Lkm 
of the North, ftnd other cboiee ednmiaiiders, both in Oer« 
many and the Low Countries. But, touching Sir Duo-* 
can CampbSeirs guarantee df my safety, I will gage my 
life vipoK his making my vtotds good tt^eaneht, when be 
tsaiDes hither to-mbrrdw." 
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*^ V'Sir DfmciRV b« ^ooo cx{>edl0d,.lngr Ibrd^''' said one 
of Ihe iniefceisors) ^ it would be » pity to* adtidpatfel mat'^ 
ters with tbti poor nraa." 

^' Besides fbat,'*^ said aaotber, '* yonr lordship**^! speak 
with revereniee-^flhould, at least, oonsuk die Knsgbt of 
Arden?ofar's letter, asd learn ttie terim o» wksdi this Mv 
jor Dalgetty, as he calls hiinsetfy Ims beea seot kkfaer by 
him." 

They closed around the Marquis, and conversed to- 
gether in a low tone, both in- Gaelic and English. The 
patriarchal power of the Chiefs was very great, and that 
of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with all his grants of 
hereditary jurisdiclidij was psrftfculiarly absolute. But 
there interferes some check of one kind or other even in 
the iDost despotic government. Theft which mitigated the 
power of the Celtic Chiefs^ was the necessity which they 
lay under of conciliating the kinsmen» who, under them, 
Ufi •irt the k»wer orders to» battle, and who formed a sort 
of council of the tribe in time of peace. The Marquis 
6n tMs oecfasbn, thought himself under the neteasity of 
attending ta tb^ remonstranees of this senate, or anore 
properly Courtftdtaij of the name of Campbell, add, sKp* 
pmg out. of the circle, gave orders for the prisoner to be 
removed to a place of security. 

*' Prisoner !" exclaiimed Dalgett}*, exerting hinaseK 
With such force as ^eB nigh to shake off two Higbhoders, 
who for some mintrtes past bad waited the signal to seiase 
him, and kept for d)at purpose close at his back. Indeed 
the soldier had so nearly attained his liberty, that the Mar- 
€^aifs of Argyfe changed coloeir, and sifepped back two 
paceS) laying, however, his hand on his sword, while sev- 
eral of his clan, with ready devotion, threw themselves 
betwixt birtif and the apprehended vengeance of the pris- 
oner. But the Highland guards were tOo strong to be 
shaken ofT^ and the unlucky Captain, after having bad his 
offensive weapons taken from him, was dragged off, and 
conducted through several gloomy passages to a small 
side-door grated with iron, within which was another of 
wood. These were opened by a grim old H*^lander with 
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a long white beard, aad displayed a vwy steep and nar- 
row flight of steps leading downward. The Captain's 
guards pushed him down two or three steps, then, unloos- 
ing his arms, left him to grope bis way to the bottom as 
he oouM ; a task which became difficult and even dan* 
gerous, when the two doors being successively lockeil left 
the prisoner in total darkness. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Whatever ilrai^ier visits here, 

We pity his sad case, 
Unless to worship he draw near 

The Ring of Kings— bis Grace. 

Ths Captain, &nding himself deprived of light in the 
manner we have described, and placed in a very uncer- 
tain situation, proceeded to descend the narrow and 
broken stair with sll the caution in bis power, hoping that 
he might find at the bottom some place to repose himself. 
But, with all his care, he could not finally avoid making a 
false step, which brought him down the four or five last 
steps too hastily to preserve his equilibritim. At the 
bottom he stumbled over a bundle of sooxetbiog soft, 
which stirred and uttered a groan, so deranging the 
Captain's descent, that he floundered forward, and finally 
fell upon bis hands and knees on the floor of a damp and 
stone-paved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty had recovered, his first demand was to 
know over whom he had stutnbled. 

*^ He was a man a month since," answered a hollow 
and broken voice. 

*' And what is he now, then," said Dalgetty, '' that be 
thinks it fitting to lie upon the lowest step of the stairs, and 
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clew'd up like a hurchin, (hat honourable cavaliers, who 
chance to be in trouble, may break their noses over him ?" 
" What is he now ?" replied the same voice ; " he is 
a wretched trunk, from which the boughs have one by 
one been lopped away, and which cares little how soon it 
is torn up and hewed into billets for the furnace." 

'^ Friend," said Dalgetty, ** 1 am sorry for you ; but 
patienzaj as the Spaniard says. If you had but been as 
quiet as a log, as you call yourself, I should have saved 
some excoriations on my hands and knees." 

** You are a s(ddier," replied his fellow-prisoner ; 
'* do you complain on account of a fall for which a boy 
would not bemoan himself 9" 

*' A soldier 1" said the Captain ; ^^ and how do you 
know, in this cursed dark cavern, that I am a soldier ?" 

** I heard your armour clash as you fell," replied the 
prisoner, *^ and now I see it glimmer. When you have 
remained as long as I in this darkness, your eyes will dis- 
tinguish the smallest eft that crawls on the floor." 

*^ I bad rather the devil picked them out !" said Dal- 
getty ; *^ if this be the case, I shall wish for a short turn 
of the rope, a soldier's fMrayer, and a leap from a ladder. 
But what sort of provant have you got here — what food, 
I mean, brother in affliction 1" 
^' Bread and water once a-day," replied the voice. 
** Pri'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf," said Dal- 
getty ; '' I hope we shall play good comrades while we 
dwell together in this abominable pit." 

" The loaf and jar of water," answered the other 
prisoner, " stand in the corner, two steps to your right 
hand. Take them, and welcome. With earthly food 1 
have well nigh done." 

Dalgetty did not wait for a second invitation, but, 
groping out the provisions, began to munch at the stale 
black oaten loaf with as much heartiness as we have seen 
him play his part at better viands. 

*^ This bread," be said, muttering, (with his mouth full 
at the same time,) " is not very savoury ; nevertheless, 
•t is not mitcb worse than that which we ate at the fa* 
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moos leaguer «l Wetbeq^ wtere tba i^aloisQKfB OuiUiv^e 
foiled aU the eflbrts of tba- celebrated Till^i tbat terrihla 
eld kef Q^ who bad drireo two ktege oet 4>t tt^ field— 
nanmlgr, Ferdinand of Bohemia, and Christian of Deor 
mark. And anent ibis water, which is nfwe oi! the. moal 
sweet, I drink in the same to your speedy deiiyerancei 
eomcadoy not forgettit^ eiine own, aed devnmly wishing 
it were Rheaish wioe, or bmomiog Lubeok beerf,«t the 
feast, were it hut in honoer of the pfedgew" 

While Dalgetty ran im m this wayy^his (e«lb kept time 
with his tongue, and be speecffly iniehed tbet pneviisiens 
which the benevolence or indifieroMe of his eompafiioB 
in misfortune bad abandoned to> hia Tdraehy » Wbem this 
task was aceoraplished, he wrapped iuofseU m bis i^loak, 
and seating himself in a corner iS the dimgeeet in wfatob 
be could obtain a support on each side, (for he had al- 
ways been an admirer of eiboW'^ha&'S). he remarkedi e^Q 
iroiD bis youth upward,) be began to ^(uestioa bis^ felbw«» 
captive. 

** Mine honest friend," said he^ " you and % being 
comrades at bed and board, should be better acquainted. 
I am Dugald Dalgetty of Dramthwacket, and so Ibrth, 
Major in a regiment of loyi^ Erbfa^ smd Envoy Extra- 
ordinary of a High and Afigbiy Eiord, James Earl of 
Mootrose—I^ay, what may yout name be 9" 

^ It will avail yon Iktie inf know," relied bis more 
ta<iiturn companion. 

" Let me judge of that mialler,'^ answered the aolcyer; 

^ Weil, then — Ranald MacBagb b my name«-*itbai is, 
Ranald, Son of the Miist." 

« Son of the UMist !" ejacuhrted Dalgetty. << Ste of 
utter darkness, say I. But, Ranald, since Aat ie yonr 
name, how came you in possesMn of the proiroai's tiourt 
of guard ? what the devil brought^ you here, thai it to 
Sayr 

** My misfortunes and' my crimes," ansfrefied Ranald* 

Know ye the Knight of Ardenvobr ^^ 

" I da know tbat honoerafold person," replied Dalgetty. 

*• But know ye where he' now «5 ?" replwed Ranald* 



^« Fastiflg tlii$ do]^ at Ardenvobri" aisMvecipd. tbe En-* 
vay, *^ ib^t he maj feast to*-jiioi:row at {avei^i^ ;. b which 
la^ purpose, if he chance to fiulimy leas^qf bumao ser- 
vice will be somethiog precarious." 

<< Theo let hiaif know, oae clajras his intarcessioo, who 
IS bis worst foe and his best friend," answered Ranald. 

^* Truly I sbalV desire ^a ^arrj a leas questionable mes- 
sage," answered I>ai{^ty. << Sir Duncan is not a per- 
son to play at reading riddles with." 

'^ CravfQ ^axQQi" said tbfi priiQnec, '* tell bica I am 
the raifeo ibat, Qfteeo y^iMrstsiQOQf $tcioped qo bis tower ol: 
strengtii a^d %h^ pledge h? bad left there^— I iMn the buur 
ter that found out the wolfs den on die ro^kg aod de-- 
stroyed bia efispring— ^I am the l^der of the band which 
surprised Arden vobr yesterday wasi fifteen years^ aod gave 
his. four children Co the sword." 

f* Truly, my honest friend," said Dalgetty, " if that id. 
yonr best recommeodatiop to Sir Duoean'a favour, I would 
preterotit my pleading thereupon, is respect I.bave obsei:^-; 
ed that eFen the animal creation are incensed agamst tbo^Q 
whoiatri$mit with* their odibpring forcibly i.n^ipcb mopQ any 
raiiQpfil and cbristiaa ojreatures, who have bad violence 
done upon their small family. But I pray you in ciwr^y 
to tett me whether you ^sa^led: the cattle &on9 tbe hillock 
catted Drumsoab) wbiik I upbeM to be tbe true point of 
aaack, unless- it. were to be protected by a sccMieet" 

^< We ascended' the cliff by ladders of withies or aap^ 
lingjst," said tbe prisoner,. ^^ drawn up by an accompKce 
and clansman, who bad served i^h months io the castle to^ 
enjoy thnt on& night o£ anUmiied Fengeancot Tbe oml 
whooped aiTQuod na as we. bung betwisti. heaven and eairtb y 
tbe lUe roared ag^iost the foot of tbe rock,, and dashed 
aauodtec our skiff, yet no m^a's beai^t failed bim* In tb^' 
raorning there wa« blood aiiid asfaefty where, there b^d beeHi 
peace and joy ai the auneet." 

^ It wasapretty camisade, I dovbt not, Rapald MacEagh^ 
9 vetry sufficient onslaiight,<and not uftwoj!thil|r djs^airged*. 
NeveKtbefeasy V would, haret pressed the hous^ from thai 
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Iiule hillock called Drumsnab. But yours is a pretty 
irregular Scytbian fashion of warfare, Raaald, much re 
senibiing that of Turks, Tartars, and other Asiatic peo- 
ple. But the reason, my friend, the cause of this war — 
the teivrrima eausaj as I may say ? Deliver me that, 
Ranald." 

" We bad been pushed at by the M^Aulays, and other 
western tribes," said Ranald, ^ till our possessions be- 
came unsafe for us." 

" Ah ha !** said Dalgetty ; ♦♦ I have faint remem- 
brance of having heard of that matter. Did you not put 
bread and cheese into a man's mouth, when he had never 
a stomach whereunto to transmit the same ?" 

" You have heard, then,'* said Ranald, " the tale of 
our revenge on the haughty forester ?" 

" I bethink me that I have," said Dalgetty, " and that 
not of an old date. It was a merry jest that, of cram- 
ming the bread into the dead man's mouth, but somewhat 
too wild and salvage, for civilized acceptation, besides 
wasting the good victuals. I have seen when at a siege 
or a leaguer, Ranald, a living soldier would have been the 
better, Ranald, for that crust of bread, whilk you threw 
away on a dead pow." 

• •* We were attacked by Sir Duncan," continued Mac* 
Eagb, *^ and my brother was slain — his head was with- 
ering on the battlements which we scaled — I vowed re- 
venge, and it is a vow I have never broken." 

" It may be so," said Dalgetty j " and every thorough- 
bred soldier will confess that revenge is a sweet morsel ; 
but in what manner this story will interest Sir Duncan in 
your justification, unless it should move him to intercede 
with the Marquis to change the manner thereof from 
hanging, or simple suspension, to breaking your limbs on 
the roue, or wheel, with the coulter of a plough, or oth- 
erwise putting you to death by torture, surpasses my 
eomprehension. Were I you, Ranald, I would be for 
miskenning Sir Duncan, keeping my own secret^ and 
departing quieUy by suffocation, like your ancestors be- 
fore you." 
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'* Ywi bearkeo, stnmger," said the HigUaoder. *^ Sir 
Duncan of Ardenvohr had four children. Three died 
under our dirks, but the fourth survives ; and more would 
be give to dandle oo his knee the fourth child which re- 
mainSf than to rack these old bones, which care little for 
the utmost indulgence of hb wrath. One word, if I list 
to speak it, could turn his day of humiliation and fasting 
into a day of thank&lness and rejoicing and breaking of 
bread. O ! I know it by my own heart ! Dearer to me. 
is the child Kenneth, who chaseth the butterfly on the 
banks of the Aven, than ten sons who are mouldering in 
earth, or are preyed on by the fowls of the air." 

^* I presume, Ranald," continued Dalgetty, *^ that the 
three pretty fellows whom I saw yonder in the market- 
place, strung up by the head like rizaer'd haddocks,- 
claimed some interest in you 9" 

There was a brief pause ere the Highlander replied, 
in a tone of strong emotion, — ^' They were my sons, 
stranger — they were ray sons ! — blood of my blood—, 
bone of my bone ! — fleet of foot — unerring in aim— uo- 
vanquished by foemen till tlie sons of Diarmid overcame 
them by numbers ! Why do I wish to survive them ? 
The old trunk will less feel the rending up of its roots, 
tbaxi it has felt the lopping off of its graceful boughs. 
But Kenneth must be trained to revenge — the young 
eagle must learn from the old how to stoop on his foes. 
I will purchase for bis sake my life and my freedom, by 
discovering my secret to the Knight of Ardenvohr." 

*' You may attain your end more easily," said a third 
voice, mingling in the conference, *' by intrusting it to 
mo." 

• All Highlanders are superstitious. *^ The Enemy o( 
Mankind is among us !" said Ranald MacEagh, springing 
to hts feet. His chains clattered as he rose, while he 
drew himself as far as they permitted from the quarter 
whence the voice appeared to proceed. His fear in some 
degree communicated itself to Captain Dalgetty, who be- 
gan to repeat, in a sort of a polyglot gibber <sh, all the 
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eKoreisnift he Uad eFdr betrd of, withost boa^ «BIe' to 
rvoiember more than a word or two of eacfa. 

** In nomine domini^ as we said at MareitebalKCoUege 
'^^aniiiiima madre di dias^ as ibe Sponiaird bas it«-^a& 
nien gtitttr loben den Herrn^ saitb tbe blessed Psafan^ 
isty id doctor Lather's transiation''-^^--^ 



** A truee wiib your exorcisms," said tbe voioe 
had beard before ; '* tliough I ceine slSrtmgeiyaraoi^.yoQ, 
1 am mortal l&e yourselves, and my assistailc^ nftay avail 
you in your present strtiit, il yoil are not toot proiad to be 
couoseHedt^" • 

While the* string^ fhas spdke, he) withdrew the shade 
of a dark' lanteru, fay wboste. feeble^ light Daigetty dould 
onty dkeerof that tbe speaikel wboi had tbiist myisteriouriy 
united' bhnsdf to their <tompaiiy,atid^diixed in their cook 
versation, was a tall man, dVessed in a- livery cloak of the 
Marqirid. His 6Ht glance was to his feet, but he saw 
neither (he eb<rea foot which Seotiisb legends aseigv to 
tbe foul fiend, nor the boi^se^s hoof by wbicb be is dtstin* 
gu)«)bed id Germany. Hrs 6r^ inquiry was, hdw the 
stranger had conie among them 1 

*' For," said he, ** the creak of tbelse rosty bars would 
have been heard had tbe door been dtade patent ; and If 
you passed through the key-bole, truly, sir; put what &ce 
you will on it, you are not fil to be enr^Ued ia a regiment 
of living men.'* 

^' I reserve my seerety" answered' tbe stranger, " ontiE 
you shall meritf the discovery by* eommuoieating to rae 
some of yours. It may be that 1 shall b« moved to let 
you out where I myself came in*" 

^* It cannot be through the key-bole then,*' said Cap* 
tain Daigetty, " for my cofselet would stick in the pas- 
sage, were it possible ifa«a my bead^piece coold get 
through. As for secrets, I have'none oT my own, and 
but few appertaining to others^ But impart to us what 
secrets you desire to know ; or, as professor Snufflegreelt 
used to say at the Marescbal-Collegd, Aberdeen, speak 
that I may know th^e.* 



'< k Is Ddt witti yoii I Im^ firA to do," repKed tte 
stronger, Inraing his light full' on the wild' and wAst^d fea- 
tures, sod the latge limbs 6f thi6 Higblaoder, Ranald 
SldcEdgh, Who, cloise drawn up against the walls of tbe 
dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whether, his gb^M was t 
lirkig being. 

'* I liave brought yda soinietbing, itiy friend," said tbe 
stranger, in a more soothing tone, *' to mertd your^re ; 
if yoti af'e (o^ die to-^CMrrow, it is no reason' wbetfefore 
you should not live to-night." . 

** Nood af all--*-nb reattoo in tber creation^," replied tbe 
ready Captain Dalgetty, wh6 fortbiritb begtiA to iHfipack 
tbe contents of a imal) basket whieb the sifangeit had 
brought under his cloak, while the Highloffider^ either io 
suapicion oi* disdain, paid no- attention to the good dbeer. 

" Herd's tb tbbe, my friend," said tbe GaptaJft^ who 
having already despatched a huge piece of roamed kid^ 
was now taking a pull at the wine-fldsk. *' What is* thy 
name, m;^ good frifend^l'* 

'^ Murdoch Campbeliv sir," answered the servanH^ ^* t 
lackey of the Marqiiis' 6f Argyle, and octariooall/ act- 
ing as under-warden." 

** Then: herd* is to thee oode mcMre, Murdoch^" said 
Dalgetty, ^* driiiking to you b^ ybur propef name for tbe 
better luck sake. This irine 1 ts^ke to be CakaPvella. 
Well, honesi IMurdoich, I take it on me to say, thou" d^>- 
servest to be upper-wai'den^ since thou showest thyself 
twenty times better acquainldd with the way of victuab- 
ling honest gentlertien that are uiid^r misfortune, than thy 
prineipaK Bread arid irater 1 out upon him ! It was 
enough, Murdoch, to destroy the dredit of the Marquis's 
dungeon^ Bui I $ee you would converse with my friend^, 
Ranald MacEagh here. Never mind my presence ; I'll 
get me into this cornei' with tbe basket, and I will war rsint 
my jaws make tioise enough to prevent my ears from 
hearing you." 

Notwitbst&mdix^ this' promise^ however^ tbe Veteran 
listened with all the attention he could to gather thotr 
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discourse, or, as be described it bimsdf, ^'laid his ears 
i>ack in bis neck, like Gustavus when he heard the key 
turn in the girnel-kist." He could, therefore, owing to 
the narrowness of the dungeon, easily overhear the foL 
lowing dialogue. 

" Are you aware, Son of the Mist," said the Camp- 
bell, ^* that you will never leave this place excepting for 
the gibbet?" 

*^ Those who are dearest to me," answered MacEagh, 
" have trod that path before roe." 

*^ Then you would do nothing," asked the visiter, 
*^ to shun following them ?" 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains before re- 
turning an answer. 

** 1 would do much,V at length he said ; ** not for my 
own life, but for the sake of the pledge in the glen of 
Strath-Aven." 

*' And what would you do to turn away the bitterness 
of the hour ?" again demanded Murdoch ; '' I care not 
lor what cause ye mean to shun it." 

" I would do what a man might do, and still call him- 
self a man." 

** Do you call yourself a man," said the interrogator, 
** who have done the deeds of a wolf 9" 

^' 1 do," answered the outlaw ; <M am a man like my 
forefathers — while wrapt in the mantle of peace, we were 
lambs — it was rent from us, and ye now call us wolves. 
^ive us the huts ye have burned, our children whom ye 
have murdered, our widows whom ye have starved — col- 
lect from the gibbet and the pole the mangled carcasses 
and whitened skulls of our kinsmen— bid them live and 
bless us, and we will be your vassals and brothers—* 
till then, let death, and blood, and mutual wrong, draw a 
dark veil of division between us." 

<* You will then do nothing for your liberty," said the 
Campbell. 

" Anything — but call myself the friend of your tribe," 
answered MacEagh. 
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** We scorn the friendship of banditti and CateranSi" 
retorted Murfloch, '* and would not stoop to accept it.— > 
What I demand to know from you, in exchange lor jour 
liberty is, where the daughter and heiress of the Knight 
of Ardenvohr is now to be found." 

*^ That you may wed her to some beggarly kinsman of 
your great master/' said Ranald, *' after the fashion of 
the Children of Diarmid ! Does not the valley of Glen- 
orquhy, to this very hour, cry shame on the violence of- 
fered to a helpless infant whom her kinsmen were con- 
veying to the court of the Sovereign ? Were not her 
escort compelled to hide her beoeath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one retnained to tell the tale 9 
— and was not the girl brought to this fatal castle, and 
afterwards wedded to the brother of MacCallum More, 
and all for the. sake of her broad lands 9"'^ 

'' And if the tale be true," said Murdoch, '^ she had 
a preferment beyond what the King of Scots would have 
conferred on her. But this is far from the purpose. The 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of our own 
blood, not a stranger ; and who has so good a right to 
know her fate as MacCallum More, the chief of her 
clan r 

** It is on his part, then, that you demand it 9" said 
the outlaw. The domestic of the Marquis assented. 

^' And you will practise no evil against the maiden 9— 
I have done her wrong enough already." 

'^ No evil, upon the word of a Christian man," replied 
Murdoch. 

<< And my guerdon is to be life and liberty ?" said the 
Child of the Mist. 

<< Such is our paction," replied the Campbell* 

^' Then know, that the child whom I saved out of com- 
passion at the spoiling of her father's tower of strength, 
was bred as an adopted daughter of our tribe, until we 
were worsted at the pass of Ballenduthil, by the fiend 
ncarnate and mortal enemy of our tribe, Allan M^Aulay 
of the Blood y-hand, and by tb0 horsemen of Lennox, 
under the heir of Menteitb." 
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^ Fdl she into the power of Allan of the Bloody- 
haod/' said Mardoch, '^ aud she n reputed daugiiter of 
thy tr^e ? then her blood has gilded the dtr k, and thou 
hast said nothing to rescue thine own forfeited life." 

" If my life rest on her's," answered the outlaw, ** it 
js secure^ fo^she still survives ; but it has a^ more insecure 
reliance — the frail promise of a son of Dtartuid." 

*^ That promise shall not fail you,** said the Campbell, 
'* if you can assure me that ^e survives, and wliere 9be 
is to be found." 

'^ in the castle of Dardinvarach," luiid Ranald jMac-* 
Eagh, '' uqder the name of Annot Lyle. I. have often 
beard of ber from my kinsmen, who'have again approacb- 
ed their native woods, and it is not long since taiae old 
eyes beheld her.** 

^' You !" said Murdoch in astonishment, •<' you, a cbiel 
among the Children of the Mist, and ventured «o near 
your mortal foe ?" 

^ Son of Diarroid, I did more,^' replied the outlaw ; 
*' I was in the ball of the castle, disguised as a harper, 
from the wild shores of Skianaeb. My parpose was to 
have plunged wy dirk in the body of tbe Ar Aulay with 
the Bloody-hand, before whom our race trembles, and to 
have taken thereafter wbut fate God should send me. 
But I saw Annot Lyle, even when my hand was on tbe 
bilt of my dagger. She touched ber 'Clairsbaefa^^ to a 
song of the Childrjen of the Mist, Which she had learned 
lEvben berdwelKftg was amongst us. Ttle woods in which 
we had dwelt pleasantly^ rustled their green leaves in the 
song, and our streams 'were there with the sound >of all 
their waters. My hand forsook the dagger ; the fountains 
of mine eyes were opened, and the hour of revenge 
passed away. — And now, son of IKarraid, have I not paid 
the ransom of my head i^' 

" Ay," replied Murdoch, ^* if yoortale be true ; but 
^-bat proof can you assign jbr it 1" 

« Bear witness, heaven and >earth," exclaimed the 
^outlaw, <^<be already Socks how be may step over bis 
word !*» 



*^ Kot so," 'replied Mtipckx::!^ ; <^* «iiery promise shBH be 
kept to you when I am assured you have told me the 
truth. jBut I mu^ speak a. few words with y<our com* 
panion in captivity." 

" Fair ^nd false^^erer fair and false," muttered the 
prisoner, as he threw himself oiice more oo the floor of 
his dungeon. 

Meanwhile, Captain D*algetty, iwbo had attended to 
ev«ry word of <this dialogue, was making his own re- 
marks on it in private. '' What the kenktr can this sly 
fellow h^ve to say to me .? 1 baxre no chUd, either of my 
own, so far as 1 know, or of any other person, to tell trim 
a tale about. But let him come on — he will have some 
raancBuvring ere he turn the flank of the old soldier." 

Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in hand to defend 
a breach, be waited with caution, bat without fear, the 
commencement of the attack. *' You are a citizen of 
tlie world, Captain Dalgetty," said Murdoch Campbell, 
'* and cannot be ignorant of our old Scotch proverb gif^ 
£r^^wbich^oe$>tkrough all nations and all services." 

^* Then I should know something of Jt," said Dalgetty, 
^ for, exc^t the Turks^ there are few powers in Europe 
whom I have not served ; and I have sometimes .thought 
of taking a litrn either Wc&h Bethlem Gabor, qr with the 
Janizaries." 

^ A msoi of yoor experience and unprejudiced ideas, 
th^n, will'understaod me at once," said Miurdpch, ^ when 
I say, I inean that your freedom shall d((pend on yonr 
true and upright answer to a few trifling questions respect-^ 
ing ibe gentlemen yqu haye left ; their state of prepara* 
tion; the number of their men, and nature of their .ap- 
pointments ; and as mnoh 9s you einance to know about 
their plan of operations." 

** Just to satisfy your curiosicy^" said dalgetty, '^ and 
without any farther pOTpose 9" 

** None in the world," replied Murdoch ; ^' wiiat in- 
terest sboold a poor-devil like me ta]&e in their operatioiief" 

'* Make your interrogations then," said tltt iCaptaio, 
" and I will answer them peremfitorie.^ 
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'' How many Irish may be an their march to job 
James Grabame the delinquent ?" 

^^ Probably ten thousand," said Captain Dalgetty. 

*' Ten thousand !" replied Murdoch angrily ; '' we know 
that scarce two thousand landed at Ardnamurchan/* 

*^ Then you know more about them than 1 do/' an- 
swered Captain Dalgetty, with great composure. ^^ I 
never saw them mustered yet, or even under arms." 

" And how many men of the clans may be expected ?" 
demanded Murdoch. 

As many as they can make," replied the Captain. 
You are answering from the purpose, sir," said Mur* 
doch ; ^* speak plainly, will there be five thousand men ?" 

" There and thereabouts," answered Dalgetty. 

" You are playing with your life, sir, if you trifle with 
me," replied the catechist ; '' one whistle of mine, and in 
less than ten minutes your head hangs on the drawbridge." 

'^ But to speak candidly, Mr. Murdoch," replied the 
Captain, " do you think it is a reasonable thing to ask 
me after the secrets of our army, and I engaged to serve 
for the whole campaign ? If I taught you how to defeat 
Montrose, what becomes of my pay, arrears, and chance 
of booty ?" 

" I tell you," said Campbell, " that if you be stub- 
born, your campaign shall begin and end in a march to 
the block at the castle-gate, which stands ready for such 
land-laufers ; but if you answer my questions faithfully, 
I will receive you into my — into the service of MacCal- 
lum More." 

" Does the service aflbrd good pay ?" said Captain 
Dalgetty. 

'' He will double yours, if you will return to Montrose 
and act under his direction." 

" I wish I bad seen you, sir, before taking on with 
him," said Dalgetty, appearing to meditate. 

*' On the contrary, I can aflbrd you more advantageous 
terras now," said the Campbell ; '' always supposing that 
y«u are faithful." 



uittBjiB n liMrnMss. IBJ 



"* Fakbfuly that is, to you, aad a traitor to Montrose,'* 
answered the Captain. 

'* Faithful to ti|^ cause of religion and good order/' 
answered Murdoch, '* which sanctifies any deception you 
may employ to serire it." 

'^ And the Marquis of Argyle,— -should I incline to 
enter his service, is he a kind master ?'* demanded Dalr 
geity. 

« Never man kinder," quoth Campbell. 

^' And bountiful to his officers ?" pursued the Captain. 

^^ The most open hand in Scotland," replied Murdoch* 

** True and faithful to his engagements ?" continued 
Dalgetty. 

'^ As honourable a nobleman as breathes," said the 
clansman. 

^* I never heard so mnch good of him before," said 
Dalgetty ; " you must know the Marquis well, — or rath- 
er you must be the Marquis himself ! — Lord of Argyle,'* 
be added, throwing himself suddenly on the disguised 
nobleman, " I arrest you in the name of King Charles, 
as a traitor. If you venture to call for assistance, I will 
wrench round your neck." 

The attack which Dalgetty made upon Argyle's person 
was so sudden and unexpected, that he easily prostrated 
him on the floor of the dungeon, and held htm down with 
one hand, while his right, grasping the Marquis's throat 
was ready to strangle him on the slightest attempt to cal 
for assistance. 

*' Lord of Argyle," he said, " it is now my turn to 
lay down the terms of capitulation. If you list to show 
me the private way by which you entered the dungeon, 
you shall escape, on condition of being my locum ttnens^ 
as we said at the Mareschal-College, until your warder 
visits his prisoners. But if not, I will first strangle yon 
— I learned the art from a Polonian heyduck, wlio hau 
been a slave in the Ottoman seraglio — and then seek out 
a mode of retreat." , 

*^ Villain ! you wouU not murder oie for my kindaesa»" 
murmured Argyle, 
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' ^ Not libr yoor >kibdn«M» ny lord^" ketdied IMgetty 
*' but first, to teach your lordship the ytu^enh'tfiai Wwwds 
coralkcrd vrbo come oo yov under safesponduct; mS se- 
condly, to Mram you oif the danger oT popocdng dkbeiip* 
ourable terms to any worthy soldado, in ard^ 'to iempt 
Urn to tieooiM fidse to his sttodard during the term of 
bis servioe." 

" Spare my life," said Argyle, ^' and I will do as^you 
require." 

IHigetly mainto^ed ins gripe upon (the Mafqois's 
thKMt, codipressing Kt a little, v^fe be ABbed xpielilions, 
knd velaxing it so far as to give Mai the power of an- 
swering them. 

^'Wheire is'tlie secret door intio lb6 ditageDD.9" he 
demanded. 

^ Hold lip thelatttem, to die eorner on your ri^ band, 
yoQ >vri)l disc^n die iron which co^efs die 'spriiig," t^ 
plied the Marquis. 

'* So far so sood.-^Where does the passs^ tead to %^ 

^' To my prii^ate iapartiiient 'behind the tapestry/' «iuH 
fiweiied (he prostrate vioUemaa.. 

^' From thence how shall 1 reach thegatisiiwy 1" 

*^ Through 4he grand galleiry, the antieraim,'die fack- 
eya' waiiiDg*faall, the grand gu«rdHW)m"-'— - 

^ AH trowded with soldiers, 'faeUDitorie6,aad attendi- 
antsQ^-^tliat w3I never di^ ibr me, may lord |<— hare you 
ttO'setKeit '.passage to the gate, as you have to your diiii«> 
geons ? I have seen such in Germany." 

'^ There is a passage through the cfal^pel," said the 
MarqeiB, ^ opening from my apartinem." 

^ And wbat is the pass- word at the gate f" 

*' The eword of Levi," replied die Marquis; <*b«tif 
you will .receive my pledge of honour, \ wiU go with you, 
escort you through every guard, and set you at full liberty 
wilii 41 passport." 

^^ I might' itrust you, my -lord, wre^e your throat not ak 
ready black with the grasp of my fingers ;— as it is, ieia 
fot 49idiia» a msteii, «b tbe ^ Sipaiiiard says. Yet you may 
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giwnt 016 a passpM ; — are there Writidg OHiterials ia youir 
liparimeot 9" 

^* Surely ; and blank passports ready to be signed. I 
will attend you there," said the Marquis, " instantly." 

** It were too much honour for the like of me," said 
Dalgetty ; ^* your lordship shall remain under charge of 
mine honest friend Ranald MacEagh ; therefore, prithee 
let me drag you within reach of his chain. — Honest Rarn 
ald, you see how matters stand with us. I shall find the 
means, I doubt not, of setting you at freedom. Mean- 
time, do as you see me do ; clap your hand thus on die 
weasand of this high and mighty prince, under his ru^ 
and if he oBer to struggle or cry out, fail not, my worthy 
Ranald, to squeeze doughtily ^ and if it be ad deHquium^ 
Ranald, that is, till be swoon, there is no great matter, 
seeing be designed your gullet and mine to still harder 
usage." 

" If he oftr at speech or struggle," said Ranald, " he 
dies by my band." 

" That is right, Ranald — very spirited : — a thorough- 
going friend that understands a bint is worth a million!" 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis to his new 
confederate, Dalgetty pressed the spring, by which the 
secret door flew open, though so well were its hinges pol- 
ished and oiled, that it made not the slightest noise in re- 
volving. The opposite side of the door was secured by 
very strong bolts and bars, beside which hung one or two 
keys, designed apparently to undo fetter-locks. A nar- 
row staircase, ascending up through the thickness of the 
castle-wall, landed, as the Marquis had truly informed 
him, behind the tapestry of his private apartment. Such 
communications were frequent in old feudal castles, a9 
they gave the lord of the fortress, like a second Diqnysi- 
us the means of hearing the conversation of bis prisoners 
or, if he pleased, of visiting them in disguise, an experi- 
ment which had terminated so unpleasantly on the pres* 
dnt occasion for Gillespie Grumach. Having examinee 
previously whether there was any one iq the.apartnfjent- 
17 vol.. II, 



hastily possessing himself of a blank passpoYf^ fiovef«} of 
Whi0b Ifijr oo the tablei and of writing mutoriab, setidritig, 
at the saoie ticne» the Marquis's dagfeif^ aed * silk, cttrd 
from die hangings, be again descended into die ci^ern, 
where» listeBiog a moinenii at the deori be could hear tk^ 
half-stifled voice of t|ie I|(aii^is making, greet pfoffeve to 
MaeEagby Mi comlitioB be would iflMdkr him to «ryre eii 
alsitii* 

** liot for a fei^st^ of deer-^not for a thi^isal^d head of 
cantle/' answered the freeboetei? ; '< not for aU the laade 
that et^r ealled a son of Diannid masteli will I break 
the troth I have plighted to him of the iren^giMrm^X !^ 

<< He of the iron-garment|" sait^ DaJgettyient^rijIfy *^ H 
tK>unden unto you, MacEagb^ and thi» oeble lord sbati 
be boiinden also ; but first be must fiH up this pa^sfktn 
with the names of Major Dugald Dalgetty and hi^ guidei 
or he IS' like to have a j>assport^ te another world*" 

The Marquis subscribed, and wrote, by the light df tbe 
dark lantern, as the soldier prescribed to bim» 

" And now, Ranakl," said Dalgettyi '< strip thy upper 
garmeni — thy plaid I mean, Ranald, aed in it will I mtif- 
fle the MacCallum More, and make of him^for tbe tiraey 
a Child of the Mist — ^Nay, I must bring it over your head^ 
my lordy so as to secure us agarnst your mistimed clamour. 
— ^^So^now he is sufficiently muffled; — hold down ymir 
handf^ or, by Heaven^ I will stab you to the heart with 
your own dagger ! — nay, you shall be bound with notbinj; 
less than silk^ as your quality deserves — ^So, now be is 
aeeure^till some one conies to relieve him. If be order- 
ed ua a late dinner, Ranald^ he is like to be tbe sufferer $ 
«-at what boar, my ^Dod Ranald, did the jailor usually 
appear V^ 

'^ Never tiit tbe aua was beneatb tbe westero: wave^" 
said MacEagb. 

'^ Then, my friend^ we shati have three hours gooiif'' 
said tbe cautious Captani. ^' In the nieaotiitie^ let ua 
labour ior j^our jiberatioiK" 



TotmmtAt^ 'RtfnsU's eliaki was tlie n^ir oeeojpiAon. 
It i*«ti oiMioive bj meftiid of 0oe of the key9 fviiich hiin]g 
bebtrtd liM pmate door, probably deposited there, that 
the Marquis might if be pleased dismiss^ a prisooer, or re* 
move him elsewhere wMiout the neoesshy of summoaiiig 
the warden. The outlaw stretched Us benumbed arms, 
snid bonoded from the floor of the dungeon' in all the ec* 
st»qr of recovered freedom. 

«* Take the Kvery^coat of that noble prisoner,'* sarid 
Captaia Da^etty ; ** put k ob, and folfew ctose at fny 
heeb." 

Tile oittiaw bbifsd. They asdended the private stair, 
having fitiat secured the door behind tbem, aud thus sufely 
reaohedifae a^vftttem of 4ie Marqeis^^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Yet lie tbat'» ware to pedah oa the laid 
May quit the nicety of card and compass^ 
And trust the open sea without a pHot. 

Trttgaly iff att^MnbaSL 

*« Look out for the private way thvotrgh the dutpel, 
Uamikl/' said tlva Captain^ ** while I give a baaiy regard 
fo'lheseasatiers." 

Thus iqjeafciffg, be seused with one band a buodie of 
Ai^yle's muse private papevs, and with the other a purse 
of g^ld, bodi of which lay in a drawer of % rich cabinet 
which stood in'vhi^ty op^w Neither did he neglect to 
possess himself df a sWord a*i pistols, with powder-flask 
and baik, which builg ki the apartMietit.. '' Imelligenee 
and booty,'' said -the veteran^ as he poached the spoUs^ 
^< each honourable cavalier should kidk lo,thieoneonrlHa 
s;eneraFs behalf, and the other oa his own^ 
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Tbisreword b an Aadtei^ Ferrara, ftod ihe (msMs Iiet- 
ter ttian mine own* But a &ir esKiha^ is ik> robbefy* 
Soldados are not to be endaB|ered, and endan^red gra-^ 
tiiitQusly, my Lord of Argyle.-^-But soft, soft, Ranald ; 
wise JVlao of the Mi»t, wbiiher art thou bound ?" 

It was indeed fnl) time to stop MacEagb's proceedings ; 
for, not finding tbe private passage readily, and impatient, 
it would seem, of farther delay, he bad caught down a 
sword and target, and was about to enter the great gallery, 
with tbe purpose, doubtless, of fighting bis way trough 
all opposition. 

** Hold, while you live," whispered Dalgetty, laying 
bold on him. '^ We must lie perdu^ if possible* So 
bar we this door, that it may be thought MacCallum 
More would be private — and now let me make a recon- 
noisance for the private passage." 

By looking behind the tapestry in various places, tbe 
Captain, at length discovered a private door, and behind 
that a winding passage, terminated by another door, which 
doubtless entered tbe chapel. But what was his disa- 
greeable surprise to hear, on the other side of this second 
door, the sonorous voice of a divine in tbe act of preaching. 

*' This made the villain," he said, *' recommend this 
to us as a private passage. I am strongly tempted to re- 
turn and cut his throat." 

He then opened very gently the door, which led into 
a latticed gallery used by tbe Marquis himself, the cur- 
tains of wbieb were drawu^ perhaps with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged io altendaaee 
opon divine worship, when, in fact, be was abaent upon 
bis secular affairs^ There was no other person in the 
seat ; for tbe (kmily of tbe Marquis, such was the bigb state 
maintained in tbc^ days^ sat during service in another 
gallery, placed somewhat bwer lliao that of the great 
man himself. This being the casie, Captttn Dalgeity veo* 
tured to ensconce Umself in tbe gallery, of which he care- 
iuHy secured tbe door. 

Never (although ibe expression .be a bold one) was a 
sermon listened to with more impatience, and less edifi- 



cation, on the part of dne^ at least, of tbe audiaocau The 
Captain beard Miaieenihly-'^seventeenMy'^eighUentUyi 
and to conclude with a sort of feeling like protracted de- 
spair. But DO roan can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) forever; and the discourse was at length clos- 
ed, tbe clergyman not failing to make a profound bow 
towards tbektttced gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge from the haste 
with whtcb they dispersed, the domestics of the Marquis 
were scarce more pleased with their late occupation than 
the anxious Captain Dalgetty ; indeed, many of them be- 
ing Highland men, had the excuse of not understanding a 
single word which the clergyman spoke, ahhoiTgh they 
gave their attendance on bis doctrine by the special order 
of MacCallum More, and would have done so had the 
preacher been a Turkish Imaum. 

But although the congregation dispersed thus rapidly, 
the divine remained behind in the chapel, and walking up 
and down its Gothic precincts, seemed either to be medi- 
tating on what he had just been delivering, or preparing 
a fresh discourse for the next opportunity. Bold as he 
was, Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do. Time, 
however, pressed, and every moment increased the chance 
of their escape being discovered by tbe jailor visiting the 
dungeon perhaps before bis wonted time, and discovering 
the exchange which had been made there. At length, 
whispering Ranald, who watched all his motions, Co fol- 
low him and preserve his countenance, Captain Dalgetty, 
with a very composed air, descended a flight of steps 
which led from tl)e gallery into the body of the chapel. 
A less experienced adventurer would have endeavoured 
to pass the worthy clergyman rapidly, in hopes to escape 
unnoticed. But the Captain, who foresaw the manifest 
danger of failing in such an attempt, walked gravely to 
meet the divine upon his walk in tbe midst of tbe chati* 
eel, and pulling off his cap, was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was bis surprise to view 
in the preacher the very s ame person with whom he had 
17* voi#. II. 




dbed iff ihr cvBfle of Affdeiffdvr! Yit be ipc^dHjr re^- 
hovered hi» eomposuire ; euid ere the clergyman cooU 
speak was the irst to addrtas htm. " I emM not/' he 
aaid, leave this mansioa ivMidut Wqueathiog a& jrou^ niy 
verf revereod fir, niy bemUe thanks for the homily «rith 
which YOU have thia eteniag fe?oered «»«" 

<* 1 did not observe airi'* said the clergymaD, *^ diurt jmk 
were in the chapel.'* 

** h pleased the honourable MarifRis," said Daigetty, 
modestly, ** to grace me with d seat in his. own gallery." 
The divine bowed low at this ititiniatioo^ knoMi^ that siieh 
an honour was only vouchsafed lo persons of very high 
rank. ** ft has been my fate, sir," aaid the Captain, ^ m 
the sort of wandering life which 1 hsrve led, to haee heard 
diSerent preaehersof difTerent reMgieoa^-aalbrffsaflaple, 
Lutheran, Evangelical, Refermedy Calviniatical, aful so 
forth, hut n^Vdr hai^r f listeiled to sooh a homily as youvs.'" 

'^ CaH h a lecture, worthy sir,'* said the dtaine, *^ such 
is the phrase of our church." 

** Lecture, or homily," said Dalgctty, '''it was, as the 
High Germans $ay, gttnz fortre fiuk ; and I could not 
Jeave this place without testifying unfo you what inward 
emotions I have undergone daring your edifying preiec* 
tion ; and how i am touched to the quick, diat I should 
yesterday, during the refection, have seeined to infringe 
on the respect due to such a person as yourself." 

'' Alas \ itiy worthy sir," said the clergyman, ^' we meet 
in thrs wiorld as in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
not knowing against whom we may chance to eocoonter, 
In^ truth, it is no HMtter of marrel, if we sometimes Jostk 
those, to whom, if known^ we would yield all- respect 
'Surely, sir, I would ralber have taken yon for a pvoC|ine 
malignant, than for socfa. a devout person as you pnare, 
who reverences the great Master even in the ibeaneH of 
his servants." 

'< If is always my custom to ^o so, learned sir/' aaswert 
ed Dalgetty ; ^ for, in the service of the tmmoital Gas* 
(avus*--but I detain you from your nieditatioDS|"««v*his 



Atmm rc^ speak ^ Ae King of SWedeti being fer ooce 
oi^etpowerei hy fb^ iieoesMCr^ 'df his circumstances. 

^ By no means, mj wortliy sir," said the clergjvnafi* 
^^ WtiiC vir9Mj I p^ay you, the order of that great Prince, 
wbose meniory i& so ctear to every Pnocestaot bosom f 

^ Sir, che drums heal to prayei^s morning and evening, 
Bs regularljr as for pamde ; and if a sokflef passed with- 
out saluting the chaplaiiY, he had an hour's ride on tlie 
wooden mare for bis pains. Sir, I wtsb you a very good 
eveiiHi^^*^! ata oM^^ to ddpart the castle under M ac- 
CaHum Itt^re'li pm^sporf.'* 

" Stay one instant, sir," said the preaefcer ; *• is there 
nothing i can do to testify my respeet (bribe pupit of the 
great Oustavus, and so admirable a judge of preaching ^^ 

** Nothing, sir,** said the Oaptiin, <^ but to show me the 
nearest way to the gate-^and if you Would have the Icfnd- 
neSs,^' he added, with great effrontery, *' to let a servant 
bring my hbrse with him, the dark-grey gelding — calthim 
Gustavus, and he will prick up his ears — for I know not 
where the castte-stables are situated, and my guide/* he 
added, looking at Ranald, " speaks no English.** 

•* I hasten to accommodate you,'* said Che clergyman j 
•* your way lies through that cloistered passage,** 

" Now, Heaven's blessing upon your vanity !*• said the 
Captain to himself. ** 1 was afraid I would have had to 
march off without Gustavus." 

In fact, so effectually did the chaplam exert himself in 
behatf of so excdlenf a judge of composition, that while 
Ditlgetty was parleying with the sentinels at the draw- 
bridge, allowing his passport, and giving the watch^word, 
a servant brought him his horse, ready saddled for die 
journey. In another place, the Captain's suddeh appear- 
ance at large after having been publicly sent to prison, might 
have excited suspicion and inquiry ; but the officers an<!i 
domestics of the Marquis were accustomed to the myste- 
rious policy of tbefir master, and never supposed aught 
else than that be had beeh liberated and isntrusted with 
9ome private corhmisston by their miaster. In this belief, 
and having t«eeeilred tbe parote,theygaipe hlmiree passage. 



Dalgdttjr rode slowly tbrougb'lbe to wo of Inverarjr, ^ 
outlaw auending upoo him like a foot->page at bis horse's 
shoulder. As they passed the gibbeti the old man ooked 
on the bodies and wrung his bands. The look aoi ges- 
ture were momentary, but expressive of indescribable an- 
guish. Instantly recovering biniself, Ranald, in passing, 
whispered somewhat to one of the females, who, like 
Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, seemed engaged in wateb- 
ing and mourning the victims of feudal injustice and cru- 
elty. The woman started at his voice, but immediately 
collected herself, and returned for answer a sUgbt ioefind- 
lion of the bead. 

Dalgetty continued his way out of the town, oncertain 
whether he should try to seize or hire a boat and cross the 
lake, or plunge into the woods, and there conceal hrmself 
from pursuit. In the former event he was liable to be 
instantly pursued by the galleys of the Marquis, which lay 
ready for sailing, their long yard-arms pointing to the 
wind ; and what hope could he have, in an ordinary High- 
land fishing-boat to escape from them 9 If he made the 
latter choice, his chance either of supporting or eoneeal- 
ipg himself in those waste and unknown wildernesses^ was 
in the highest degree precarious. The town lay now 
behind him, yet what band to turn to for safety he 
was unable to determine, and began to be sensible, 
that in escaping from the dungeon at Inverary, des- 
perate as the matter seemed, he had only accom- 
plished the easiest part of a difficult task. If retaken, his 
fate was now certain ; for the personal injury he bad of- 
fered to a man so powerful and so vindictive, could be 
atoned for only by instant death. While he pondered 
these distressing reflections, and looked around with a 
Qountenance which plainly expressed indecision, Ranald 
IfizcEagb suddenly asked him, " which way be intended 
to journey V\ 

" And that, honest comrade," answered Dalgetty, " is 
precisely the question which I cannot answer you. Tndy 
I begin to hold the opinion^ Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf i|nd water-pitcber until Sir 



Duncan armed, who, for his own honoari must have made 
some 6ght for me." 

" SaxoD," answered MacEagh, " do not regret 
having exchanged the foul breath of yonder dungeon for 
the free air of heaven. Above all, repent not that you 
have served a Son of the Mist. Put yourself under my 
guidance, and I will warrant your safety with my head." 

" Can you guide me safe through these mountains, and 
back to the army of Montrose ?" said Dalgetty, 

** I can," answered MacEagh ; ** there lives not a man 
to whom the mountain passes, the caverns, the glens, the 
thickets and the corries are known, as they are to the 
Children of the Mist. While others crawl on the level 
ground, by the sides of lakes and streams, onrs are the 
steep hollows of the inaccessible mountains, the birth-pTace 
of the desert springs. Not all the blood-hounds of Argyle 
can trace the fastnesses through which 1 can guide you." 

** Say'st thou so, honest Ranald V* replied Dalgetty ; 
•* then have on with .thee ; for of a surety 1 shall never 
save the ship by my own pilotage." 

The outlaw accordingly led the way into the wood, by 
which the castle is surrounded for several miles, walking 
with so much despatch as kept Gustavus at a round trot, 
and taking such a number of cross cuts and turns, that 
Captain Dalgetty speedily lost all idea where he migt)t be, 
and all knowledge of the points of the compass. At length 
the path, which had gradually become more difficult, al- 
together ended among thickets and underwood. The 
roaring of a torrent was heard in the neighbourhood, the 
ground became in some places broken, in others boggy, 
and everywhere unfit for riding. 

" What the fool fiend," said Dalgetty, " is to be done 
here 9 I must part with Gustavus, I fear." 

♦* Take no care for yotir horse," said the outlaw ; " he 
sliail soon be restored to you. ' 

As he spoke, he whistled in a low tone, and a lad, half- 
dressed in tartan, half-naked, having only his own shaggy 
hair, tied with a ihong of leather, to protect his head and 
face from sun and weather, lean, and half-starved in as^ 



pBeh btt «rHd grey eye$ fptarit^gto tU up lei^tifim Uif 
proportion usually allotted to them in the buoiai face, cre|H 
oul| as a wild beast di»gbf bM^e dooei from a tbidiel of 
brainbles and briers. 

«< Give your herse fo the giUie," S9id Ranald MacEagti | 
** your Me depeeda Upon k.** 

** Och I ocb 1" exclaimed the diespairing veteran ; 
^ Ebeil ! as we used to say at Mareschal-Ccdlege, must 
I leave Gwtavud in such grooming ?' 

'^ Ave you frantic, to lose time thus 9" said his geide ; 
" do we stand on friend's ground, tliat you should pajrt 
with your horse as if be were your brother 9 I tell you^ 
you shall have him again ; but if you* never saw the ani- 
malyis not Ufe better than the best colt ever naare foaled V* 

*^ And that is true too, mine honest friend," si^ed Dal- 
getty ; ** yet if you knew but the value of Gustavus^aod 
the things we two have done and auSered together ---See, 
be turns back to look at me ! — be kind to bim^ my good 
breechless friend,, and f will requite you well." So say** 
ing, and withal sniffling a little to swallow bis grief^ he 
turned from the heart-rending spectacfe in order to ioliow 
his guide. 

To folbw his guide was no easy matter, and sooa re- 
quired more agility than Captain Dalgettj could master* 
The very first plunge after he bad parted bom his cbargeri 
carried him, with little assistance icetn a few overbanging 
bougbsy or projecting roots of trees, eight feet sheer down 
into the course of a torrenty up which the Son of the Mbt 
led the way. Huge stones, over which they scrambleds 
thickets of thorn and brambles, through which they had 
to drag themselves, rocks whicn were to be climbed on 
the one side with nuicb labour and pain, for the perpose 
of an equally precaiious desceqit upon the other ; all these, 
and many sucb interraptioosy were surmounted by the 
%ht-footed and half-naked mountaineer^ wjth an ease and 
velocity which excited the surprise and envy of Captain 
Dalgettyy who, encumbered by his head-pieee, corslet, and 
other armour, not to mention his pond^erous jack-boots, 
found bioiself at length so much exhausted by fjuigue. 
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and the diffieulties of the road,, that he sat dowa upoa a 
Atone in order to recover his breath, white he explained to 
Ranald MacEagh the diderence^ betwixt travelling esope- 
ditus and imp^itutj as these two miliiary phrases we^e 
understood at Marescbai-College, Aberdeen. The sole 
answer of tlie mountaineer was to lay bis hand on the 
soldier's arm, and point backward in the direction of the 
wind*' Dalgetty could spy nothing, for evening was clos- 
og fast, and they were at the bottom of a dark ravine. 
But at length he could distinctly hear at a distance the 
sullen toll of a large bell. 

^' That," said he, '^ must be the alarm — the storm- 
elock, as the Germans call it." 

'' It strikes the hour of your death," answered tlanald, 
" unless you can accompany me a little farthei*. For 
every toll of that bell, a brave man has yielded up his soul." 

" Truly, Ranald, my trusty friend," said Dalgetty^ " I 
will not deny that the case may be soon my own ; for, 
I am so forfougben, (being, as I exfdained to you, impe" 
ditus^tor had I been exped%tu$y I mind not pedestrian exer- 
cise tl)e flourish of a fife,) that 1 think I had better ensconce 
myself in oae of these bushes^ and even lie quiet there to 
abide what fortune God shall send me. 1 entreat you, mine 
honest friend Ranald, to shift for yourself, and leave me to 
my fortune, as the Lion of the North, the immortal Gus* 
tavus Adolphus, my never«to-be-forgotten master, (whom 
you must surely have heard of, Ranald, though you may 
have heard of no one else,) said to Francis Albert^ Duke 
of Saxe-Lauenburgh^ when he was mortally wounded on 
the plains of Lutzen. Nehher despair akogetfaer of my 
safety, tlanald, seeing I have been in as great pinches as 
this in Germany — more especially, I remember me, 
that at the fatal battle of Nerlihgen— after which I chang- 
ed service'* 

"If you would save your father'* son^a breath to help 
his child out of trouble, instead of wasting it upon the 
tales of Seannachles," said Ranald, who now grew impa- 
tient of the Captain'a loquacity, " or if your feet could 
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travel as fast as your tongac, you mijgfaf yet lay ymir hea^ 
'on an unbloody pillow to-night.'* 

" Something there is like military skill in that," replied 
the Captnin, " although wantonly and irreverently spoken 
to an officer of rank But I hold it good to -pardon such 
freedoms on a march, in respect of the Satumalian license 
indulged in such cases to the troops of all nations. And 
now, resume thine office, friend Ranald, in respect I am 
well-breathed ; or, to be more plain, I prae^ sequavj as 
we used to say at Mareschal-College." 

Comprehending his meaning rather from his motions 
than his language, the Son of the Mist again led. the way, 
with an unerring precision that looked like instinct through 
a variety of ground the most difficult and broken that could 
well be imagined. Dragging along his ponderous boots, 
encumbered with thigh-pieces, gauntlets, corslet, and 
back-piece, not to mention the buff jerkin which he wore 
under all these arms, talking of his former exploits the 
whole way, though Ranald paid not the slightest attention 
to hira. Captain Dalgetty contrived to follow his guide a 
considerable space farther, when the deep-mouthed baying 
of a hound was heard coming down the wind, as if open- 
ing on the scent of its prey. 

" Black hound," said Ranald, " whose throat never 
boded good to a Child of the Mist, ill fortune to her who 
littered thee ! hast thou already found our trace 1 But 
thou art too late, swart hound of darkness, and the deer 
has gained the herd." 

So saying, he whistled very softly, and was answered 
in a tone equally low from the. top of a pass, up which 
they had for some time been ascending. Mending their 
pace, they reached the top, where the moon, which had 
now risen bright and clear, showed to Dalgetty a party of 
ten or twelve Highlanders, and about as many women and 
children, by whom Ranald MacEagh was received with 
such transports of joy, as made his companion easily sen- 
sible, that those by whom he was surrounded, must ol 
course be Children of the Mist^ The place which they 
occupied well suited their name and habits. It was a 



A XBOBim <» UOMTMMM. SOS 

beediog crag, round which wioded a yerj narrow and 
broken foot-fHith, commanded in various places by tbo 
position which they held. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to the children oi 
his tribe, and the men came one by one to sliake hands 
wnh Dalgetty, while the women, clamorous in their grati- 
tude, pressed round to kiss even the hem of his garment. 

" Theyplight their faith to you," said Ranald Mac- 
Eagh, '< for requital of the good deed you have done to 
the tribe this day." 

" Enough said, Ranald," answered the soldier, "enough 
said — tell them I love not this shaking of hands— it con- 
fuses ranks and degrees in military service ; and as to 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons, and the like, 1 remember 
that the immortal Gustavus, as he rode through the streets 
of Nuremberg, being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than a poor though 
honourable cavalier like myself,) did say unto them, in 
the way of rebuke, ' If you idolize me thus like a god, 
who shall assure you that the vengeance of Heaven will 
not soon prove me to be a mortal V — And so here, I sup- 
pose, you intend to make a stand against your followers, 
Ranald — voto a Diosj as the Spaniard says? — a very pretty 
position, as pretty a position for a small peloton of men as 
I have seen in my service — no enemy can come towards it 
by the road without being at the mercy of cannon and mus- 
ket. — But then, Ranald, my trusty comrade, you have no 
cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not see that any of these 
fellows have muskets either. So with what artillery you 
propose making good the pass, before you come to hand 
blows, truly, Ranald, it passeth my apprehension." 

'* With the weapons, and with the courage, of our fa- 
thers," said MacEagh, and made the Captain observe, that 
the men of his party were armed with bows and arrows. 

" Bows and arrows !" exclaimed Dalgetty ; " ha ! ha ! 
ha ! have we Robin Hood and Little John badk again ? 
Bows and arrows ! why, the sight has not been seen in 
civilized war for a hundred years. Bows and arrows ! 

18 VOL. II. 
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aad why not with weavers-beams, as in the days of Go]i- 
ab ? Ab ! that Dugald Dalgetty, of Drumthwacket, should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrows ! — The im- 
mortal Gustavus would never have believed it — nor Wal- 
lenstein — nor Butler — nor old Tilly. — Well, Ranald, a 
cat can have but its claws — since bows and arrows are the 
word, e'en let us niake the best of it. Only, as I do not 
understand the scope and range of such old-fashioned 
artillery, you must make the best disposition you can out 
of your own head ; for my taking the command, whilk I 
would have gladly done had you bieen to fight with any 
christian weapons, is out of the question, when you arc to 
combat like quivered Numidians. I will, however, play my 
part with my pistols in the approaching melley, in respect 
my carabine unhappily remains at Gustavus's saddle. — 
My service and thanks to you," he continued, addressing a 
mountaineer who ofl^ered him a bow ; " Dugald Dalgetty 
may say of himself, as he learned at Mareschal-College, 

Non eget Mauri jaculig, neque area. 
Nee venenatis gravid^ sagittis, 

FVisce, pharetra ; 

whilk is to say " 

Ranald MacEagh a second time imposed silence on the 
talkative commander as before, by pulling his sleeve, and 
pointing down the pass. The bay of the bloodhound was 
now approaching nearer and nearer, and they could hear 
the voices of several persons who accompanied the ani- 
mal, and hallooed to each other as they dispersed occa- 
sionally, either in the hurry of their advance, or in order 
to search more accurately the thickets as they came along. 
They were obviously drawing nearer and nearer every 
moment. MacEagh, in the meantime, proposed to Cap- 
tain Dalgetty to disencumber himself of his armour, and 
gave him to understand that the women should transport 
it to a place of safety. 

" I crave your pardon, sir," said Dalgetty, " such is 
not the rule of our foreign service ; in respect I remem- 
ber the regiment of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded, and 
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their kettle-drums taken from them, by the immortal Gush 
tavus, because tbey had assumed the permission to march 
without their corslets, and to leave them with the baggage. 
Neither did they strike kettle-drums again at the head o( 
that famous regiment, until they behaved themselves so 
notably at the field of Leipsic ; a lesson whilk is not to 
be forgotten, any more than that exclamation of the im- 
mortal Gustavus — ' Now shall I know if my officers love 
me, by their putting on their armour ; since, if my offi- 
cers are slain, who shall lead my soldiers into victory V 
Nevertheless, friend Ranald, this is without prejudice to 
my being rid of these somewhat heavy boots, providing I 
can obtain any other succedaneum ; for I presume not to 
say that my bare soles are fortified so as to endure the 
flints and thorns, as seems to be the case with your fol- 
lowers." 

To rid the Captain of his cumbrous greaves, and case 
his feet in a pair of brogues made out of deer-skin, which 
a Highlander stripped off for his accommodation, was the 
work of a minute, and Dalgetty found himself much light- 
ened by the exchange. He was in the act of recommend- 
ing to Ranald MacEagh, to send two or three of his fol- 
lowers a little lower to reconnoitre the pass, and, at the 
same time, somewhat to extend his front, placing two de- 
tached archers at each flank by way of posts of observa- 
tion, when the near cry of the hound apprized them, that 
the pursuers were at the bottom of the pass. All was then 
dead silence ; for, loquacious as he was on other occa- 
sions,- Captain Dalgetty knew well the necessity of an 
ambush keeping itself under covert. 

The moon gleamed on the broken path-way, and on 
the projecting cliffs of rock round which it winded, its light 
intercepted here and there by the branches of bushes and 
dwarf-trees, which, finding nourishment in the crevices of 
the rocks, in some places overshadowed the brow and 
ledge of the precipice. Below, a thick copse-wood lay 
in deep and dark shadow, somewhat resembling the bil- 
lows of a half-seen ocean. From the bosom of that dark- 
ness, and close to the bottom of the precipice, the hound 
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was heard at interrak baying fearful!):, sounds which were 
redoubled by the echoes of the woods and rocks aroand. 
At intervals, these sunk into deep silence, interrupted only 
by the plashing noise of a small runnel of water, which 
partly fell from the rock, partly found a more silent pas- 
sage to the bottom along its projecting surface. Voices 
of men were also heard in stifled converse below ; it seem- 
ed as if the pursuers had not discovered the narrow path 
which led to the top of the rock, or that, having discov- 
ered it, the peril of the ascent, joined to the imperfect 
light, and the uncertainty whether it might not be defend- 
ed, made them hesitate to attempt it. 

At length a shadowy 6gure was seen, which raised itself 
up from the abyss of darkness below, and emerging into 
the pale moonlight, began cautiously and slowly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline was so distinctly marked, 
that Captain Dalgetty could discover not only the person 
of a if iglilander, but the long gun which he carried in 
his hand, and the plume of feathers which decorated his 
bonnet. '* Tdusend teijlen ! that I should say so, and so 
like to be near my latter end !" ejaculated the Captain, but 
under his breath, '* what will become of us, now they 
have brought musketry to encounter our archers V* • 

But just as the pursuer had attained a projecting piece 
of rock about halfway up the ascent, and, pausing, made 
a signal for those who were still at th^ bottom to follow 
him, an arrow whistled from the bow of one of the Chil- 
dren of the Mist, and transfixed him with so fatal a wound, 
that, without a single effort to save himself, he lo^ his 
balance, and fell headlong from the cliff on which he stood 
into the darkness below. The crash of the boughs which 
received him, and the heavy sound of his fall from thence 
to the ground, was followed by a cry of horror and sur- 
prise, which burst from his followers. . The Children of 
the Mist, encouraged in proportion to the alarm this first 
success had caused among the pursuers, echoed back the 
clamour with a loud and shrill yell of exultation, and 
showing themselves on the brow of the precipice, with 
wild cries and vindictive gestures, endeavoured to impress 
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oti their enemies a sense at once of their courage, their 
numbers, and their state of defence. Even Captain Dal- 
getty's military prudence did not prevent his rising up, and 
calling out to Ranald more loud than prudence warranted, 
** Car.occOf comrade, as the * Spaniard says ! The long 
bow for ever !. In my poor apprehension now, were you 
to order a 61e to advance and take position**. 

** The Sassenach !*' cried a voice from beneath, — 
** mark the Sassenach sidier ! I see the glittef of his 
breast-plate." At the same time three muskets were dis- 
charged ; and while one ball rattled against the corslet of 
proof, to the strength of which our valiant Captain had 
been more than once indebted for his life, another pene- 
trated the armour which covered the front of his left thigh, 
and stretched him on the ground. Ranald instantly seiz- 
ed him in his arms, and bore him back from the edge of 
the precipice, while he dolefully ejaculated, '* I always 
told the immortal Gustavus, Wallenstein, Tilly, and other 
men of the sword, that, in my poor mind, taslets ought to 
be made musket-proof." 

With two or three earnest words in Gaelic, MacEagh 
commended the wounded man to ths charge of the fe- 
males, who were in the rear of his little party, and was 
then about to return to the contest. But Dalgetty detain- 
ed him* grasping a Grm bold of his plaid.^— ^' I know not 
how this matter may end— but I request you will inform 
]Vlontrose, that 1 died like a follower of the immortal Gus- 
tavus — and I pray you, take heed how you quit your pres- 
ent strength, even for the purpose of pursuing the enemy, 
if you gain any advantage-— and— and"---»^— 

Here Dalgetty's breath and eye*sight began to fail him 
through loss of blood, and MacEagh, availing himself of 
this circumstance, extricated from his grasp the end of 
bis own mantle, and substituted that of a female, by which 
the Captain held stoutly, thereby securing, as he conceiv* 
ed, the outlaw's attention to the military instructions which 
he continued to pour forth while he had any breath to 
utter them, though they became gradually more and mor^ 

l8* VOL. II. 
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incoherent — *' And, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musketeers in advance of your stand of pikes, Locb- 
aber-axes, and two-banded swords — Stand fast, dragoons, 
on tbe left flank ! — where was 1 9 — Ay, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreat, leav^ some lighted matches burn- 
'ng on the branches of the trees — it shows as if they were 
lined with shot — but I forget — ye have no match-locks 
nor habergeons — only bows and arrows — bows and ar- 
rows ! ha ! ha ! ha !" 

Here tbe Captain sunk back in an exhausted condition, 
altogether unable to resist the sense of the ludicrous which, 
as a modern man-at-arms, he connected with the idea of 
these ancient weapons of war. It was a long time ere he 
recovered his senses ; and, in the meantime, we leave 
him in the care of the Daughters of the Mist ; nurses as 
kind and attentive in reality, as they were wild and un- 
couth in outward appearance. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Bat if no faithless action stain 

Thy true and constant word, * 

rn make thee famous by my pen. 

And glorious by my sword. 

ni serve thee in such noble ways 

As ne*&r were known before ; 
rU deck and crown thy head with bays. 

And love thee more and more. 

M<mlro$^» Linei, 

We must now leave, with whatever regret, the valiant 
Captain Dalgetty, to recover of his wounds, or otherwise 
as fate shall determine, in order briefly to trace the mili- 
tary operations of Montrose, worthy as they are of a more 
important page, and a better historian. By the assistance 
of the chieftains whom we have commemorated, and more 
especially by the junction of the Murrays, Stewarts^ and 
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Other clansofAtbole, which were peculiarly zealous iu the 
royal cause, he soon assembled an army of two or three 
thousand Highlanders, to whom he successfully united the 
Irish under Colkitto. This last leader, who, to the great 
embarrassment of Milton's commentators, is commemo- 
rated in one of that great poet's sonnets,* was properly 
named Alister, or Alexander McDonnell, by birth a Scot- 
tish islesman, and related to the Earl of Antrim, to whose 
patronage he owed the command assigned him in the 
Irish troops. In many respects he merited this distinc-* 
tion. He was brave to intrepidity, and almost to insensi- 
bility ; very strong and active in person, completely mas-> 
ter of his weapons, and always ready to show the example 
in the extremity of danger. To counterbalance these 
good qualities, it must be recorded that he was inexperi- 
enced in military tactics, and of a jealous and presump- 
tuous disposition, which often lost to Montrose the fruits 
of Colkitto's gallantry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities in the eyes of a wild people, 
that the feats of strength and courage shown by this cham- 
pion, seem to have made a stronger impression upon tbe 
minds of the Highlanders, than the military skill and 
chivalrous spirit of the great Marquis of Montrose. Nu- 
merous traditions are still preserved in the Highland glens 
concerning Alister McDonnell, though the name of Mon- 
trose is rarely mentioned among them. 

The point upon which Montrose finally assembled his 
little army, was in Strathearn, on the verge of the High- 



« Milton's book, entitled Tetrachorckm, bad been ridiculed, it would seem, by 
the divines assembled at Westminster, and others, on account of the bardnen 
of tbe title ; and Milton in bis sonnet retaliates upon tbe barbarous Scottish 
names which the Civil War had made familiar lo English ears : — 



wh}', is it harder, sirs, than Gordon, 



ColkUto, or M' Donald, or Gallasp Y 

I'hese rugffed names to our like mouths grow sleek, 

That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. 

" We ma\ suppose," says Bishop Newton, " that these were persons of note 
among tie Scotch ministers, who were for pressing and enii>rcing the covenant ;" 
whereas Miltuu only iuteuds lo ridicule tbe barbarism of Scottish names in gen- 
eral, and quotw. indisrriminatelj', that of Gillespie one of the Apostles of the 
Covenant, and those of Colkttio ajid M'I>onnell, (both belonging to one person) 
oiMi of its bitterest enemies. 
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limds of Petththire, to a« to meoaee the principal town 
of that couoty* 

His eaeiDies were not unprepared for his reception, 
Argyle, at the head of bis Hightandersy was dogging the 
steps of the Irish from the west to the east, and by farce, 
fear, or iofluencei bad coHeded m ainiy nearly sufficient 
to have given battle to that under Montrose. The Low- 
lands wer^ also prepared, fer reasons which we as- 
signed at the beginning of this tale. A body of six thou* 
*saod infantry, and six or seven thousand cavalry, which 
proianely assumed the title of God's army, had been 
hastily assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, Perth, 
Stirltog, and the neighbcHifing counties. A much less 
force in former times, nay even in the preceding reign, 
would have been sufficient to have secured the Liow- 
land agahisl a more formidable descent of High- 
landers, than those united under Montrose ; but tiroes had 
:>hanged strangely within the last half century. Beforo 
that period, the Lowlanders were as constantly engaged 
in war as the mountaineers, and were incomparably bet- 
ter disciplined and armed. The favourite Scottish oi;der 
of battle somewhat resembled the Macedonian phalanx. 
Their infantry formed a compact body, armed with long 
spears, impenetrable even to the men-at-arms of the age, 
though wellnsouoted, and arrayed in complete proof. It 
may easily be conceived, therefore, that their ranks could 
not be broken by the disorderly chaise of Highland infan- 
try armed for ck>se combat only, with swords, and ill-fur- 
nished with missile weapons, and having no artillery what- 
ever* This habit of &gbt was in a great measure changed 
by the introduction of muskets into the Scottish Lowland 
service, which, not being as yet combined with the bayonet, 
was a formidable weapon at a distance, but gave no assur- 
ance against the enemy who rushed on to cbse quarters. 
The pike, indeed, was not wholly disused in the Scottish 
army ; but it was no longer the favourite weapon, nor was it 
reKed upon as formerly by those in whose hands it was plac- 
ed } msomuch that Daniel Lupton a tactician of the day 
has written a book expressly upon the superiority of the 
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mnsket* T&b change commenoed as early as the wars of 
Gustavus Adolphus, whose inarches wece made with such 
rapidity, thai the pike was very soon thrown aside in bis 
army, and exchanged for fire-arms. A circumstance which 
necessarily accompanied this change, as well as the estab- 
lishment of standing armies, whereby war became ^ trade, 
was the introduction of a laborious and complicated sys- 
tem of discipline, combining a variety of words of com- 
mand with corresponding operations and maoaeuvres, the 
neglect of .any one of which was sure to throw the whole 
into confusion. War, therefore, as practised among most 
nations of Europe, bad assumed much more than former- 
ly the character of a profession or mystery, to which pre- 
vious practice and experience were indispensable requi- 
sites. Such was the natural consequence of standing 
armies, which had almost everywhere, and particularly in 
the long German wars, superseded what may be callod 
the natural diseiplioe of the feudal militia. 

The Scottish Lowland militia, therefore, laboured under 
a double disadvatange when opposed to Highlanders. 
They were divested of the spear, a weapon which, in the 
hands of their ancestors, had so often repelled the impet- 
uous assaults of the mountaineer ; and they were sub- 
jected to a new and compUcated species of discipline, 
well adapted, perhaps, to the use of regular troops, who 
could be rendered completely masters of it, but tending 
only to confuse the ranks of citizen-soldiers, by whom it 
was rarely practised, and imperfectly understood. So 
much has been done in our own time in bringing back 
tactics to their first principles, and in getting rid of the 
pedantry of wary'tbat it is easy for us to estimate the dis- 
advantages under which a half-trained militia laboured, 
who were taught to consider success as depending upon 
their exercising with precision a system of tactics, which 
they probably only so far comprehended as to find out 
when they were, wroi^, but without the power of getting 
right again. Neither can it be denied, that, in the mate- 
rial points of military habits and warlike spirit, the Low- 
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landers of the seventeenth century had sunk far beneadi 
their Highland countrymen. 

From the earliest period down to the union of the 
crowns, tlie whole kingdom of Scotland, Lowlands as 
well as Highlands, had been the constant scene of war, 
foreign and domestic ; and there was probably scarce one 
of its hardy inhabitants, between the age of sixteen and 
sixty, who was not as willing in point of fact, as he was 
literally bound in law, to assume arms at the first call of 
his liege lord, or of a royal proclamation. The law re- 
mained the same in sixteen hundred and forty-five as a 
hundred years before, but the race of those subjected to 
it bad been bred up under very difierent feelings. Tbpy 
had sat in quiet under their vine and under their fig-ire«r 
and a call to battle involved a change of life as new as t 
was disagreeable. Such of them, also, who lived neoM 
unto the Highlands, were in continual and disadvantageous 
contact with the restless inhabitants of those mountains, 
by whom their cattle were driven off, their dwellings 
plundered, and their persons insulted, and who had ac- 
quired over them that sort of superiority arising from a 
constant system of aggression. The Lowlanders, who 
lay more remote and out of reach of these depredations, 
were influenced by the exaggerated reports circulated 
concerning the Highlanders, whom, as totally differing in 
laws, language, and dress, they were induced to regard as 
a nation of savages, equally void of fear and of humani- 
ty. These various prepossessions, joined to the less war- 
like habits of the T.jow1anders, and their imperfect know- 
ledge of the new and complicated system of discipline 
for which they had exchanged their natural mode of 
fighting, placed them at great disadvantage when opposed 
to the Highlander in the field of battle. The mountain- 
eers, on the contrary, with the arras and courage of their 
fathers, possessed also their simple and natural system of 
"actics, and bore down with the fullest confidence upon 
an enemy, to whom anything they had been taught oi 
disciplme was, like Saul's armour upon David, a hinder 



SDce rather than a help, *' because they had not proved 
it " 

It was with such disadvantages on the one side, and 
such advantages on the other, to counterhalance the dif- 
ference of superior numbers and the presence of artille- 
ry and cavalry, that Montrose encountered the army o( 
Lord Elcho upon the field of Tippermuir. The presby- 
terian clergy had not been wanting in their efforts to rouse 
the spirit of their followers ; and one of them, who 
harangued the troops on the very day of battle, hesitated 
Dot to say, that if ever God spoke by his mouth, he prom- 
ised them, in His name, that day, a great and assured 
victory. The cavalry and artillery were also reckoned 
sure warrants of success, as the novelty of their attack 
had upon former occasions been very discouraging to the 
Highlanders. The place of meeting was an open heath, 
and the. ground afforded little advantage to either party, 
except that it allowed the horse of the Covenanters to 
act with effect. 

A battle, upon which so much depended, was never more 
easily decided. The Lowland cavalry made a show of 
charging ; but, whether thrown into disorder by the fire of 
musketry, or deterred by a disaffection to the service 
to have prevailed among the gentlemen, they made i* 
impression on the Highlanders whatever, and recoilc 
disorder from ranks which had neither bayonets nor pikes 
to protect them. Montrose saw, and instantly availed 
himself of this advantage. He ordered his whole army 
to charge, which they performed with the wild and des- 
perate valour peculiar to mountaineers. One officer of 
the Covenanters alone, trained in the Italian wars, made 
a desperate defence upon the right wing. In every other 
point their line was penetrated at the first onset ; and this 
advantage once obtained, the Lowland ers were utterly 
unable to contend at close quarters with their more agile 
and athletic enemies. Many were slain on the field, and 
such a number in the pursuit, that above one -third of the 
Covenanters were reported to have fallen ; m which 
number, however, must be computed a great many fai 
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burgesses who broke their wind in the flight, and thus 
died without stroke of sword.* 

The victors obtained possession of Perth, and obtained 
ooosiderable sums of nion/ey, as well as ample supplies 
of arms and ammunition. But those, adrantages were to 
be balanced against an almost insurmountable inconvea- 
ience that uniformly attended a Highland army. The 
clans could be in no respect induced to consider them-* 
selves as regular soldiers, or to act as such. Even so 
late as the year 1745-6, when the Chevalier Charles 
Edward, by way of making an exaosple, caused a soldier 
to be shot for desertion,'the Highlanders, who compos-* 
ed his army, were ajffected as much by indignation as by. 
fear. They could not conceive any principle of justice 
upon which a man's life could be taken, for merely going 
home when it did not suit him to remain longer with the 
army. Such bad been the uniform practice of their fathers. 
When a battle was over, the campaign was, in their opin^ 
ion, ended ; if it was lost, they sought safety in their moun- 
tains'—if won, they returned there to secure their booty, 
At other times they had their cattle to look after, and their 
harvests to sow or reap, without which their families would 
have perished for want. In either case, there was an end 
. of their services for the time ^ and though they were easily 
enough recalled by the prospect of fresh adventures and 
inore plunder, yet the opportunity of success was, in the 
meantime, lost, and could not afterwards be recovered. 
This circumstance serves to show, even if history bad not 
made us acquainted witfarthe same fact, that the Highland** 
ers had never been acciistoiiied to make war wi(h the view 
of permanent conquest, but only with the hope of deriv- 
ing temporary advantage, or deciding some immediate 
quarrel. It also explains the reason why Montrose, with 
all his splendid successes, never obtained any secure 
or permanent footing in the Lowlands, and why even 
those Lowland noblemen and gentlemen, who were in- 

* We choose to quote our authority for a fact so smg^Iar :— >" A great many 
burgesites were killed — tweiity.five householders in St. Andrews— many were 
bursten in the flight, and died wUhout siroke/*— SeetiaitiieU Lettav, vol. ii. p.^ 
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dined t6 tbe roy.al cauie, abowed diffidence and reluctr 
ance to join an army of a character so desultory and 
irregular, as might lead them at all times to apprehend 
that the Highlanders, securing themselves by a retreat to 
their mountains, would leave whatever Lowlanders might 
have joined them to the mercy oi an offended and pre- 
dominant enemy. The same consideration will also serve 
to account for the sudden marches which Montrose was 
obliged to undertake, in order to recruit his army in the 
mountains, and for the rapid changes of fortune, by which 
we often find him obliged to retreat from before those 
enemies over whom be had recently been victorious. If 
there should be any who read these tales for any further 
purpose than that of immediate amusement, they will find 
these remarks not unworthy of their recollection. 

It was owing to such causes, the slackness of the Low- 
land loyalists and . the temporary desertion of his High- 
land followers, that Montrose found himself, even after the 
decisive victory of Tippermuir, in no condition to face 
the second army witii which Argyle advanced upon ham 
from the westward. In this emei^ency, supplying by 
velocity the want of strength, he moved suddenly from 
Perth to Dundee, and being refused admission into that 
town, fell northward upon Aberdeen, where be expected 
to be joined by the Gordons and other loyalists. But 
the zeal of these gentlemen, was, for the time, effectual- 
ly bridled by a large body of Covenanters, commanded 
by the Lord Burleigh, and supposed to amount to three 
thousand men. These Montrose boldly attacked with 
half their number. Tbe battle was fougbi under the 
walls of tbe city, and the resolute valour of Montrose's 
followers was again successful against every disadvantage. 

But it was the fate of this great commander always to 
gain the glory, but seldom to reap the fruits of victory. He 
had scarcely time to repose his small army in Aberdeen, 
^re he fotmd, on' tbe onehand, that the Gordons were Uke- 
ly to be deterred from joining him, by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar to their chief, the 
19 VOL. n. 
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Marquis of Huntly ; on the other band» Argyle, whose 
forces had been augmented by those of several Lowland 
noblemen, advanced towards Montrose at the head of an 
army much larger than he had yet had to cope with. 
These troops moved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their commander ; but 
even that caution rendered Argyle's approach formidable, 
since bis very advance implied, that be was at the head 
of an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open to Mont- 
*x>se, and he adopted it. He threw himself into the 
Highlands, where he could set pursuit at de6ance, and 
where he was sure, in every glen, to recover those re- 
cruits who had left his standard to deposit their booty in 
their native fastnesses. It was thus that the singular 
character of the army which Montrose commanded, while, 
on tbe one hand, it rendered his victory in some degree 
nugatory, enabled him, ou the other, under tbe most dis- 
advantageous circumstances, to secure his retreat, recruit 
his forces, and render himself mote formidable than ever 
to the enemy before whom he had lately been unable to 
make a stand. 

On the present occasion be threw himself into Bade- 
noch, and rapidly traversing that district, as well as the 
peighbouring country of Athole^ he alarmed the Covenant- 
ers by successive attacks upon various unexpected points, 
and spread such general dismay, that repeated orders 
were despatched by the Parliament to Argyle, their com- 
mander, to engage and disperse Montrose at all rates. 

These commands from his superiors neither suited the 
haughty spirit, nor the temporizing and cautious policy, of 
the nobleman to whom they were addressed. He paid, 
accordingly, no regard to them, but limited his effi>rts to 
intrigues among Montrose's few Lowland followers, many 
of whom had become disgusted with the prospect of a 
Highland campaign, which exposed their persons to in*- 
tolerable fatigue, and left their estates at the Covenanters' 
mercy. Accordingly, several of them left Montrose's 
camp at this period. He was joined, however, by ^ body 
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of forces of more congenial spirit, and far better adapted 
to the situation in which he found himself* This rein- 
forcement consisted of a large bodj of Highlanders, 
whom Colkitto, despatched for that purpose, had levied 
in Argyleshire. Among the most distinguished was John 
of Moidart, called the Captain of Clan Ranald, with the 
Stewarts of Appin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M'Nab, and 
other tribes of inferior distinction. By these means, 
Montrose's army was so formidably increased, that Ar- 
gyle cared no longer to remain in the command of that 
opposed to him, but returned to Edinburgh, and there 
threw up his commission, under pretence that his army 
was not supplied with reinforcements and provisions in 
the manner in which they ought to have been. From 
thence the Marquis returned to Inverary, there, in full 
security, to govern his feudal vassals, and patriarchal fol- 
lowers, and to repose himself in safety on the faith of the 
Clan proverb already quoted — ** It is a far cry to Lochow. " 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Sacb mountains steep, such cnggy hilb. 

His army on one side inclose ; 
The other side, g^reat griesly gills 

Did fence with fenny mire and moss. 

Which, when the Earl understood, 

He council cravM of captains all, 
Who bade set forth with mournful mood, 

And take such fortune as would fall. 

Flodden Pidd^an AnckiA Poem, 

Montrose had now a splendid career in his view, pro- 
vided he could obtain the consent of his gallant, but de- 
sultory troops, and their independent chieftains. The 
Lowlands lay open before him vTithout an army ad- 
equate to check his career ; for Argyle's followers had 
ieft the Covenanters' host, when their master threw up 



his commission, and many other troops, tired of the war, 
had taken the sam^ opportunity to disband themselves. 
By descending Strath-Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, Montrose had on- 
ly to present himself in the Liowlands, in order to 
rouse the slumbering spirit of chivalry and of loyalty 
which animated the gentlemen to the north of the Forth. 
The possession of these districts, with or without a vic- 
tory, would give him the command of a wealthy and fertile 
part of the kingdom, and would enable him, by regular 
pay, tb place his army on a more permanent footing, to 
penetrate as far as the capital, perhaps from thence to the 
Border, where he deemed it possible to communicate 
with the yet unsubdued forces of King Charles.. 

Such Was the plan of operations by wbith the truest 
glory was to be acquired, and the most important success 
insured for the royal bause; Accordingly it did not es« 
cape the ambitious and daring spirit of him whose ser- 
vices had already acquired him the title of the Great 
Marquis. But other motives . actuated many of his fol- 
lowers, and perhaps were not without their secret and 
unacknowledged influence upon his own feelings. 

The Western Chiefs in Montrose's army, almost to a 
man, regarded the Marquis of Argyle as the most direct 
and proper object of hostilities. Almost all of them had 
felt his power ; almost all, in withdrawing their fencible 
men from their own glens, left their families and property 
exposed to his vengeance ; all, without exception, were 
desirous of diminishing his sovereignty ; and most of 
them lay so near his territories, that they might reasona- 
bly hope to be gratified by a share of his spoil. To these 
Chiefs the possession of Inverary and its castle was an 
event infinitely more .important and desirable than the 
capture of Edinbtirgh. The latter event could only af- 
ford their clansmen a little transitory pay or plunder ; the 
former insured to the Chiefs themselves indetonky for the 
pastj and security for the future. Besides these person- 
al reasons, the leaders, who favoured this opinion, plau^- 
oly urged, that though, at his first descent into the Low- 



hndsy Montrose might be superior to the enemy, yet 
every day's march he made from the bills must diminish 
his own forces, and expose him to the accumulated supe* 
rtority of any army which the Covenanters could collect 
from the Lowland levies and garrisons. On the other 
hand, by crushing Argyle effectually, be would not only 
permit his present western friends to bring out that pro- 
portion of their forces which they must otherwise leave 
at home far protection of tfieir families ; but further, he 
would draw to his standard several tribes already friendly 
to his cause, but who were prevented from joining him 
by fear of MacCallum More. 

These arguments, as we have ahready hinted, ibund some^ 
thing responsive in Montrose's own bosom, not quite cooso*- 
nant with the general heroism of bis dmracter. The houses 
of Argyle and Montrose bad been, informer times, repeat-^ 
edly opposed to each other in war and in politics, and the 
eoperior advantages acquired by the former, had made 
them the subject of envy and dislike to the neighbouring 
family, who, conscious of equal desert, had not been so 
richly rewarded. This was not all. The existing beads of 
these rival families had stood in the most marked opposi- 
tion to each other since the commencement* of the pres- 
ent troubles. Montrose, conscious of the superior ky of 
his talents, and of having rendered great service to the 
Covenanters at the beginning of the war, had expected 
from that party the supereminence of counsel and com- 
mand, which they judged it safer to entrust to the more 
limited facuhies, and more extensive power, of his rival 
Argyle. The having awarded this preference, was an 
injury which Montrose never forgave the Covenanters ; 
and he was still less likely to extend his pardon to Argyle, 
to whom he had been postponed. He was tlierefore 
stimulated by every feeling of hatred which could ani- 
mate a fiery temper in a fierce age, to seek for revenge 
upon the enemy of his house and person ; and it is pro- 
bable that these private motives operated not a little upon 
his mind, when be found the principal part of his foUow- 

19* VOL. II. 



SS3 TAI.B8 OT MT J^HDLORO. 

6*11 determined rather to undertake an expedition against 
the territories of Argyle, than to take the far more deci- 
sive step of descending at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet, whatever temptation Montrose found to carry into 
effect his attack upon Argylesbire, he could not easily 
bring himself to renounce the splendid achievement of a 
descent upon the Lowlands. He held more than one 
council with the principal Chiefs, combating, perhaps, his 
own secret inclination as well as theirs. He laid before 
them the extreme difficulty of marching even a Highland 
army from the eastward into Argylesbire, through passes 
scarcely practicable for shepherds and deer-stalkers, and 
over mountains with which even the clans lying nearest 
to them did not pretend tp be thoroughly acquainted. 
These difficulties were greatly enhanced by the season of 
the year, which was now advancing towards Decem- 
ber, when the mountain-passes, in themselves so diffi- 
cult, might be expected to be rendered utterly impas- 
sable by snow-storms. These objections neither sat- 
isfied nor silenced the Chiefs, who insisted upon their 
ancient mode of making war, by driving the cattle, 
which, according to the Gaelic phrase, " fed upon the 
grass of their enemy." The council was dismissed 
late at night, and without coming to any decision, except- 
ing that the Chiefs, who supported the opinion that Argyle 
should be invaded, promised to seek out among their fol- 
lowers those who might be most capable of undertaking 
the office of guides upon the expedition. 

Montrose had retired to the cabin which served him 
for a tent, and stretched himself upon a bed of dry fern, 
the only place of repose which it afforded. But iie 
courted sleep in vain, for the visions of ambition exclud- 
ed those of Morpheus. In one moment he imagined 
himself displaying the royal banner from the reconquer- 
ed Castle of Edinburgh, detaching assistance to a mon- 
arch whose crown depended upon his success, and re-^ 
reiving in requital all the advantages and preferments 
which could be heaped upon him whom a king delighteth 
to honour. At another time this dream, splendid as it 
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was, faded before the vision of gratified vengeance, and 
personal triumph over a personal enemy. To surprise 
Argyle in his strong-hold of Inverary — to crush in him 
at once the rival of his own house and the chief support 
of the Presbyterians — to show the Covenanters the dif- 
ference between the preferred Argyle and the postponed 
Montrose, was a picture too flattering to feudal vengeance 
to be easily relinquished. 

While be lay thus busied with contradictory thoughts 
and feelings, the soldier who stood sentinel upon his quar- 
ters announced to the Marquis, that two persons desired 
to speak with bis Excellency. 

*' Their names 9" answered Montrose, ** and the 
cause of their urgency at such a late hour ?" 

On these points, the sentinel, who was one of Colkit- 
to's Irishmen, could afford his general little information ; 
so that Montrose, who at such a period durst refuse ac- 
cess to no one, lest he might have been neglecting some 
important intelligence, gave directions, as a necessary 
precaution, to put the guard under arms, and then pre- 
pared to receive his untimely visiters. His groom oi 
the chambers had scarce lighted a pair of torches, and 
Montrose himself had scarce risen from his couch, when 
two men entered, one wearing a Lowland dress of shamoy 
leather, worn almost to tatters ; the other, a tall upright 
old Highlander, of a complexion which might be termed 
iron-grey, wasted and worn by frost and tempest. 

'^ What may be your commands with me, my friends ?^ 
said the Marquis, his hand almost unconsciously seeking 
the but of one of his pistols ; for the period, as well as the 
time of night, warranted suspicions which the good mien 
of his visiters was not by any means calculated to remove. 

" I nray leave to congratulate you," said the Lowland- 
er, " my most noble General, and Right Honourable 
Lord, upon the great battles which you have achieved 
since I bad the fortune to be detached from you. It was 
a pretty affair that tuilzie at Tippermuir ; nevertheless* 
if I might be permitted to counsel" 

*' Before doing so," said the Marquis, " will you be 
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pleased to let me know who is so kibd ^s to favour me 
with his opinion ?'* 

" Truly, my lord," replied the man, " 1 should have 
hoped that was unnecessary, seeing it is not so long since 
I took on in your service, under promise of a commissioa 
as Major, with half a dollar of daily pay and half a dol- 
lar of arrears ; and I am to trust your lordship has not 
forgotten my pay as well as ray person 9" 

" My good friend. Major Dalgetty," said Montrose, 
who by this time perfectly recollected his man, ** you 
must consider what important things have happened to 
put my friends' faces out of my memory, besides this 
imperfect light ; but all conditions shall be kept. And 
what news from Argyleshire, my good Major ? We have 
long giv^n you up' for lost, and I was now preparing to 
take the most signal vengeance upon the old fox who in- ' 
fringed the law of arms in your person." 

«* Truly, my noble lord," said Dalgetty, " I have no 
desire that my return should put any stop to so proper 
and becoming an intention ; verily, it is in nO ^hape in 
the Earl of Argyle's favour or mercy that I now stand 
before you, and I shall be no hitercessor for him. But 
my escape is, under Heaven, and the excellent disxterity 
which, as an old and accomplished Cavalier, I displayed 
in effecting the same, — I say, under these, it is owing to 
the assistance of this old Highlander, whom I venture to 
recommend to your lordship's special favour, as the instru- 
ment of saving youf lordship's to command, Dugald Dal- 
getty of Drunithwacket." 

" A thank-worthy service,'^ said the Marquis, gravely, 
<' which shall certainly be requited in the manner it de- 
serves." 

" Kneel down, Ranald," said Major Dalgetty, (as we 
must now call him,) ^ kneel down, and kiss bis Excel- 
lency's hand." 

The prescribed form of acknowledgment not being ac- 
cording to the custom of Ranald's country, he contented 
himself with folding his arms oil his bosom, and making 
ft low inclination of his head. 
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** This poor man, mj lord," said Major Dalgetty, con- 
tiouing bis speech with a dignified air-of protection towards 
Ranald MacEagh^ ^' has strained all his slender means 
to defend my person from mine enemies, although having 
no better weapons of a missile sort than bows and arrows, 
wbilk your 'lordship will hardly believe." 

" You will see a great many sOch weapons in my 
camp," said Montrose, "and we find them serviceable."^* 

** Serviceable, my lord !" said Dalgetiy ; " I trust 
yoor lordship will permit me to be surprised-^'bows and 
arrows \~^l trust you will forgive my recommending the 
mibstitntion of muskets, the first convenient opportunity. 
But besides defending me, this honest Highlander also 
was at the pains of curing me, tn respect that I bad got a 
touch of the wars in my retreat, which merits my best 
requital in this special introduction of him to your lord- 
ship's notice and protection." 

" What is your name, my friend 9" said Montrose, 
turning to the Highlander. 

" It may not be spoken," answered the mountaineer. 

" That is to say," interpreted Major Dalgetty, " he 
desires to have bis nariie concealed, in respect he hath in 
former days taken-a castle, slain certain children, and 
done other things, wbilk, as your good lordship knows, 
are often practised in war time, but excite no benevolence 
towards the perpetrator in the friends of those wlio sus- 
tain injnry. I have known, in my niflrtary experience, 
many brave cavaliers put to death by the boors, simply 
for having used military license upon the country." 

" I understand," said Montrose : " This person is at 
feud with some of our followers. Let him retire to ihe 
court of guard, and we will think of the best mode oi 
protecting him." 

" You hear, Ranald," said Major Dalgetty, with ah 
iir of superiority, " his Excellency wishes to hold 
privy council with me, you must go to the court of guard. 
He does not know where that is, poor fellow ! — he is a 
young soldier for so old a man ; I will put him under the 
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charge of a sentinel, and return to your lordship incon- 
tinent/' He did so, and returned accordingly. 

Montrose's first inquiry respected the embassy to In- 
verary ; and he listened with attention to Dalgetty's reply, 
notwithstanding the prolixity of the Major's narrative. It 
required an effort from the Marquis to maintain his atten- 
tion ; but no one better knew, that where information is 
to be derived from the report of such agents as Dalgetty, 
it can only be obtained by suffering them to tell their story 
in their own way. Accordingly the Marquis's patience was 
at length rewarded. Among other spoils which the Captaia 
thought himself at liberty to take, was a packet of Argyle's 
private papers. These he consigned to the hands of his 
general ; a humour of accounting, however, which went 
no farther, for I do not understand that he made any men- 
tion of the purse of gold which he had appropriated at 
the same time that he made seizure of the papers afore- 
said. Snatching a torch from the wall, Montrose was in 
an instant deeply engaged in the perusal of these docu- 
ments, in which it is .probable he found something to ani- 
mate his personal resentment against his rival Argyle. 

" Does he not fear me 9" said he ; " then he shall feel 
me. Will he fire my castle of Murdoch? — Inverary shall 
raise the first smoke. — O for a guide through tlie skirts 
of Strath-Fillan !" 

Whatever might be Dalgetty's personal conceit, he un- 
derstood his business sufficiently to guess at Montrose's 
meaning. He instantly interrupted his own prolix narra- 
tion of the skirmish which had taken place, and the wound 
he had received in his retreat, and began to speak to the 
point which he saw interested his general. 

" If," said he, " your Excellency wishes to make an 
infall into Argyleshire, this poor man, Ranald, of whom I 
told you, together with his children and companions, know 
every pass into that land, both leading from the east and 
from the north." 

" Indeed !" said Montrose ; " what reason have you 
to believe their knowledge so extensive ^" 
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*^ So please your ' Excellency," answered Dalgetty, 
" during the weeks that I remained with them for cure 
of roy wound, they were repeatedly obliged to shift theit 
quarters, in respect of Argyle's repeated attempts to re- 
possess himself of the person of an officer who was hon- 
oured with your Excellency's confidence ; so that 1 had 
occasion to admire the singular dexterity and knowledge 
of the face of the country with which they alternately 
achieved their retreat and their advance ; and when, at 
length, I was able to repair to your Excellency's standarc}, 
this honest simple creature, Ranald MacEagh,guidedmeby 
paths which roy steed Gustavus, (which your lordship may 
remember) trod with perfect safety, so that I said to my- 
self, that where guides, spies, or intelligencers, were re- 
quired in a Highland campaign in that western country, 
more expert persons than he and his attendants could not 
possibly be desired." 

^* And can you answer for this man's fidelity ?" said 
Montrose ; " what is his name and condition ?" 

** He is an outlaw and robber by profession, and some- 
thing also of a homicide or murderer," answered Dal- 
getty ; '^ and by name, called Ranald MacEagh ; whilk 
signifies, Ranald, the Son of the Mist." 

** I should remember something of that name," said 
Montrose, pausing : <' Did not these Children of the Mist 
perpetrate some act of cruelty upon the M'Aulays 9" 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the circumstance of the 
murder of the forester, and Montrose's active memory at 
once recalled all the circumstances of the feud. 

'* It is most unlucky," said Montrose, '* this inexpiable 
quarrel between these men and the M' Aulays. Allan has 
borne himself bravely in these wars, and possesses, by the 
wild mystery oi^his behaviour and language, so much in- 
fluence over the minds of his countrymen, that the con- 
sequences of disobliging him might be serious. At the 
same time, these men being so capable of rendering use- 
ful service, and being, as you say, Major Dalgetty, per- 
fectly trust-worthy" — ^-^ 

** I will pledge my pay and arrears, my horse and 
arms, my head and neck, upon their fidelity," said the 
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Major ; '' and your ExeeDeocy ksovrs, tbai a addado 
could say do more for hia own &ther." 

" True/' said Montrose ; '^ but as this is a matter of 
particular momeat, I would willingly kaow tbe grounds of 
so positive an assurance." 

*< Concisely then, my lord," said the Major, *^ not only 
did they disdain to profit by a handsome reward which 
Argyle did me the honour to place upon this poor head of 
mine, and not only did they abstain from pillaging my per- 
sonal property, wbilk was to an amooDt that would have 
tempted regular soldiers in any service of Europe ; and 
not only did they restore me my horse, whilk your Excels 
lency knows to be of value ; but I could not prevail oa 
them to accept one sdver, doit, or maravedi, for the trou- 
ble and expenses of my sick bed. They actually refuse<i 
my coined money when freely offered, — a tale seldom to 
be told in a Christian land." 

^* I admit," said Montrose, after a moment's reflection, 
*' that their conduct towards yon is good evidence of their 
fidelity ; but how to secure against tbe breaking out of 
this feud ?" He paused, and then suddenly added, ** I 
had forgot I have supped, while you Major^ have been 
travelling by moonlight." 

He called to his attendants to fetch a stoup of wme and 
some refreshments. Major Dalgetty, who had the appe- 
tite of a convalescent returned from Highland quarters, 
needed not any pressing to partake of what was set before 
him, but proceeded to despatch his food with such alac- 
rity, that the Marquis, filUng a cup of wine, and drinking^ 
to bis heahb, conld not help remarking, that, coarse as the 
provisions of his camp were, he was afraid Major Dal 
getty had fared much worse during his excursion into 
Argyleshire. 

^* Your Excellency may take your corporal oath upon 
that," said the worthy Major, speaking with his mouth 
fuU ; '^ for Aisle's bread and water are yet stale and 
mouldy in my recollection, and though tbey did their best, 
yet the viands that the Children of the Mist procured for 
me, poor helpless creatures as they were, were so unre- 
freshful to my body, t^t, when inclosed in my armour 
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whilk I was fain to leave behind me for expedidon sake 
I rattled therein like the shrivelled kernel in a nut that 
hath been kept on to a second Hallowe'en." 

" You must take the due means to repair these losses, 
Major Dalgetty." 

^' In yroth," answered the soldier, " I shall hardly be 
able to compass that, unless my arrears are to be exchang- 
ed for present pay ; for I protest to your Excellency, that 
the three stone weight which I have lost were simply rais- 
ed upon the regular accountings of the States of Holland." 

^' In that case," said the Marquis, " you are only re- 
duced to good marching order. As for the pay, let us 
once have victory — victory. Major, and your wishes, and 
all our wishes, shall be amply fulfilled. Meantime help 
yourself to another cup of wine." 

" To your Excellency's health," said the Major, filling 
a cup to the brim, to show the zeal with which he drank 
the toast, *' and victory over all our enemies, and partic- 
ularly over Argyle ! I hope to twitch another handful from 
his beard myself — I have had one pluck at it already." 

" Very true," answered Montrose ; " but to return to 
these men of the Mist. You understand, Dalgetty, that 
their presence here, and the purpose for which we employ 
them, is a secret between you and me ?" 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, with this mark 
of his general's confidence, the Major laid his hand upon 
his nose, and nodded intelligence. 

" How many may there be of Ranald's followers ?" 
continued the Marquis. 

*' They are reduced, so far as I know, to some eight or 
ten men," answered Major Dalgetty, " and a few women 
and children." 

" Where are they now *?" demanded Montrose. 

*' In a valley, at three miles distance," answered the 
soldier, '^ awaiting your Excellency's command : I judg- 
ed it not fit to bring them to your leaguer without your 
Excellency's orders." 

" You judged very well," said Montrose ; " it would 
be proper that they remain where they are, or seek some 
20 VOL. II. 
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more distant place of refuge. I will send them money, 
though it is a scarce article with me at present."' 

*' It is quite unnecessary," said Major Dalgetty ; '* your 
Excellency has only to hint that the M'Aulays are going 
in that direction, and my friends of the Mist will instantly 
make volt-face, and go to the right about." • 

" That were scarce courteous," said the Itfarquis. 
" Better send them a few dollars to purchase them some 
cattle for the support of the women and children." 

" They know how to come by their cattle at a far 
cheaper rate," said the Major ; '' but let it be aS your 
Excellency wills." 

** Let Ranald MacEagh," said Montrose, " select one 
or two of his followers, men whom he can trust, and who 
are capable of keeping their own secret and Ours ; these 
with their chief for scoutnnaster-general, shall serve for 
our guides. Let them be at my tent to-morrow at day- 
break, and see, if possible, that they neither guess my 
purpose, nor hold any communication with each other in 
private. — This old man, h&s he any Children f " 

" They have been killed or hanged," answered the Ma- 
jor, " to the number of a round dozen, as I believe — but he 
hath left one grand-child, a smart and hopeful youth, 
whom 1 have noted to be never without a pebble in his 
plaid-nook, to fling at whatsoever might come in bis way, 
being a symbol, that, like David, who was accustomed to 
sling smooth stones taken from the brook, he may afteN 
wards prove an adventurous warrior." 

" That boy, Major Dalgetty," said the Marquis, " I 
will have to attend upon my own person. I presume he 
will have sense enough to keep his name secret ?" 

^* Your Excellency need not fear that," answered Dal« 
getty ; " these Highland imps, from the moment the;' 
chip the shell" 

" Well," interrupted Montrose, " that boy shall be 
pledge for the fidelity of his parent, and if he prove faith- 
ful, the child's preferment shall be his reward. — And now, 
Major Dalgetty, I will license your departure for the night ; 
to-morrow you will introduce this MacEagh, undei any 
name or character he may please to assume. I oresume hu 
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profession has rendered him sufficiently expert in all sort 
of disguises ; or we maj admit John of Moidart into our 
schemes, who has sense, practicability, and intelligence, 
and wjn probably allow this man for a time to be disguised 
as one of his followers. For you. Major, my groom of the 
chambers will be your quarter-master for this evening." 
Major Dalgetty took his leave with a joyful heart, great- 
ly elated with the reception he had met with, and much 
pleased wilh the personal manners of his new general, 
which, as he explained at great length to Ranald Mac- 
Eagh, reminded him in many respects of the demeanour 
of the immortal Gustavus Adolphus, the Lion of the 
North, and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The mvrh begins in milhary state, 

And nations on his eyes suqjended wait ; 

Stern famine guards the solitary €x>ast, 

And winter barncades the realms .of frost. 

He conies, — nor want, uor cold, his course delay. 

Vanfhf of Human WWm. 

Bt break of day Montrose received in his cabin old 
MacEagh, and questioned him long and particularly as to 
the means of approaching the country of Argyle. He 
made a note of his answers, which he compared with those 
of two of bis followers, whom he introduced as the most 
prudent and experienced. He found them to correspond 
in all respects ; but, still unsatisfied where precaution was 
90 necessary, the Marquis compared the information he had 
received with that he was able to collect from the Chiefs 
who lay most near to the destined scene of invasion ; and 
being in all respects satisfied of its accuracy, he resolved 
to proceed in full reliance upon it. 

In one point Montrose changed his mind. Having judg^- 
ed it unfit to take the boy Kenneth into his own service^ 
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lesC, in case of his birth being discovered, it should be re 
sented as an offence by the numerous clans who enter 
tained a feudal enmity to this devoted family, be requested 
the Major to take him in attendance upon himself ; and 
as he accompanied this request with a handsome douceur^ 
under pretence of clothing and equipping the lad, this 
change was agreeable to all parties. 

It was about breakfast-time, when Major Dalgetty, be- 
ing dismissed by Montrose, went in quest of his old ac- 
quaintances. Lord Menteith and the M^Aulays, to whom 
he longed to communicate his own adventures, as well as 
to learn from them the particulars of the campaign. It 
may be imagined he was received with great glee by men 
to whom the late uniformity of their military life had ren- 
dered any change of society an interesting novelty. Allan 
M'Aulay alone seemed to recoil from his former acquaint- 
ance, although, when challenged by bis brother, he could 
render no other reason than a reluctance to be familiar 
with one who had been so lately in the company of Ar- 
gyle, and other enemies. Major Dalgetty was a little 
alarmed by this sort of instinctive consciousness which 
Allan seemed to entertain respecting the society he had 
been lately keeping ; he was soon satisfied, however, that 
the perceptions of tlie seer in this particular were not in- 
fallible. 

As Ranald MacEagh was to be placed under Major 
Dalgetty's protection and superintendence, it was neces- 
sary he should present him to those persons with whom he 
was most likely to associate. The dress of the old man 
had, in the meantime, been changed from the tartan of 
his clan to a sort of clothing peculiar to die men of the 
distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat with sleeves, and a 
petticoat, all made in one piece. This dress was laced 
from top to bottom in front, and bore some resemblance 
to that called Polonaise, still worn by children in Scotland 
of the lower rank. The tartan hose and bonnet complet- 
ed the dress, which old men of the last century remem- 
bered well to have seen worn by the distant Islesmen who 
cam? to the Earl of Mar's standard in the year 1716. 
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Major Dalgetty, keeping bis eye on Allan as he spoke, 
introduced Ranald MacEagh under the fictitious name of 
Ranald MacGilliburon in Benbecula, wbo had escaped 
with him out of Argyle's prison. He recommended bim 
as a person skilful in the arts of the harper and the sena- 
chie, and by no means contemptible in the quality of a 
second-sighted person or seer. While making this ex- 
position, Major Dalgetty stammered and hesitated in a 
way so unlike the usual glib forwardness of his manner, 
that he could not have failed to have given suspicion to 
Allan M' Aulay, had not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of the person 
thus introduced to him. This steady gaze so much em- 
barrassed Ranald MacEagh, that bis hand was beginning 
to sink down towards his dagger, in expectation of a hos- 
tile assault, when Allan M'Aulay, suddenly crossing the 
floor of the hut, extended his band to him in the way oi 
friendly greeting. They sat down side by side, and con- 
versed in a low mysterious tone of voice. Menteith and 
Angus M* Aulay were not surprised at this, for there pre- 
vailed among the Highlanders who pretended to the se- 
cond*sigbt, a sort of free-masonry, which generally in- 
duced them, upon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of their visionary 
experiences. 

" Does the sight como gloomy upon your spirit 9" said 
Allan to his new acquaintance. 

'< As dark as the shadow upon the moon," replied Ran- 
ald, ^' when she is darkened in her mid-course in heaven, 
and prophets foretell of evil times." 

" Come hither," said Allan, ** come more this way — I 
would converse with you apart ; for men say that in your 
distant islands the sight is poured forth with more clearness 
and power than upon us, who dwell near the Sassenach." 

While they were plunged into their mystic conference, 

th6 two English cavaliers entered the cabin in the highest 

possible spirits, and announced to Angus M'Aulay that 

orders had been issued that all should hold themselves in 
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readiness for sn immediate march to the westward . Hav- 
ing delivered themselves of their news with much glee, 
they paid their compliments to their old acquaintance, 
Major Dalgetty, whom they instantly recognized, and in- 
quired after the health of his charger, Gustavus. 

** I humbly thank you, gentlemen," answered the sol- 
dier, ** Gustavus is well, though, like his master, some- 
what barer on the ribs than when you offered to relieve 
me of him at Darnlinvarach ; and let me assure you, that 
before you have made one or two of those marches which 
you seem taconteroplate with so much satisfaction in pros- 
pect, you will leave^ my good Knights, some of your 
English beef, and probably an English horse or two, be- 
hind you." 

Both exclaimed that they cared very little what they 
found or what they left, provided the scene changed from 
dogging up and down Angus and Aberdeenshire, in pur- 
suit of an enemy who would neither fight nor run away. 

" If such be the case," said Angus M' Aulay, " 1 must 
give orders to ray followers, and make provision too for 
the safe conveyance of Annot Lyle ; for an advance into 
MacCallum More's country will be a farther and fouler 
road than these pinks of Cumbrian Knighthood are aware 
of." So saying, he left the cabin. 

" Annot Lyle !" repeated Dalgetty, " is she following 
the campaign ?" 

^* Surely," replied Sir Giles Musgrave, his eye glancing 
slightly from Lord Menteith to Allan M'Aulay ; ^* we 
could neither march nor fight, advance nor retreat, with- 
out the influence of the Princess of Harps." 

** The Princess of Broad-swords and Targets, I say," 
answered his companion ; ** for the Lady of Montrose her- 
self could not be more courteously waited upon ; she has 
four Highland maidens, and as many bare-legged gillies, 
to wait upon her orders." 

*' And what would you have, gentlemen 9" said Allan, 
turning suddenly from the Highlander with whom he was 
in conversation ; " would you yourselves have left an in- 
nocent female, the companion of your infancy, to die by 
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violeode, or perish by famine ? There is noty by this 
time, a roof upon the habitation of my fathenh^our crops 
have been destroyed, and our cattle have been driiren— 
and you, gentlemen, have to bless God, that, coming froai 
a milder and more civilized country, jrou expose only your 
own lives in this remorseless war, without apprehension 
that your enemies will visit with their vengeance the de« 
fenceless pledges you may have left behind you." 

The Englishmen cordially agreed that they had die su-» 
periority in this respect ; and the company, now dispers- 
ing, went each to his several charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment behind, still questioning the 
reluctant Ranald MacEagh upon a point in his supposed 
visions, by which he was greatly perplexed. '^ Repeat- 
edly," he said, '' have I had the sight of a Gael, who 
seemed to plunge his weapon into the body of Menteith, 
— of that young no^jleman in the scarlet laced cloak, who 
has just now left the bothy. But by no efibrt, though I 
have gazed till my eyes were almost fixed in the sockets, 
can I discover the face of this Highlander, or even con- 
jecture who he may be, although his person and air seem 
familar to me."^^ 

" Have you reversed you own plaid," said Ranald, 
*^ according to the rule of the experienced Seers in such 
case 9" 

• 

*' I have," answered Allan, speaking low, and shudder 
ing, as if with internal agony. 

" And in what guise did the phantom dien appear to 
you 9" said Ranald. 

" With his plaid also reversed," answered Allan, in the 
same low and convulsed tone. 

*' Then be assured," said Ranald, '* that your own 
hand, and none other, will do the deed of which you have 
witnessed the shadow." 

** So has my anxious soul an hundred times surmised," 
replied Allan. '^ But it is impossible ! Were I to read 
the record in the eternal book of iate, I would declare it 
impossible — we are bound by the ties of blood, and by a 
hundred ties more intimate— -we have stood side by side in 
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Sattk^ «i.d our swords have reeked widi the blood of the 
same «kiunies — it is impossible I should barm him i" 

** Thai you will do so," answered Ranald, ** is cer- 
tain, tboush ibe cause be hid in the darkness of futuri^r- 
Tou say/' he continued,, suppressing his own emotions 
with difficulty, ^ that side by side you have pursued your 

Erey like bloodhounds— have you never seen blood- 
ounds turn their fangs against each other, and fight over 
the body of a throttled deer ?" 

** It IS false !" said M^Aulay, starting up ; ** these are 
not the forebodings of fate, but the temptation of some 
evil sfHrit from the bottomless pit {" So saying, he strode 
out of the cabin. 

^< Thou hast it !" said the Son of the Mist, kioking 
after him with an air of exultation ; " the barbed arrow 
is in thy side ! Spirits of the slaughtered, rejoice ! soon 
shall your murderers' swords be dyed in each others' 
blood." 

On the succeeding morning all was prepared, and Mon- 
trose advanced by rapid marches up the river Tay, and 
poured his desultory forces into the romantic vale around 
the lake of the same name, which lies at the- head of that 
river. The inhabitants were Campbells, not indeed the 
vassals of Argyle, but of the allied and kindred house of 
Glenorchy, which now bears the name of Breadalbane. 
Being taken by surprise, they were totally unprepared for 
resistance, and were compelled to be passive witnesses of 
the ravages which took place among their flocks and herds. 
Advancing in this manner to the vale of Loch Dochart, 
and laying waste the country around him, Montrose reach- 
ed the most difficult point of his enterprize. 

To a modern army, even with the assistance of the 
good military road which now leads up by Teinedruni to 
the head of Loch Awe, the passage of these extensive 
wilds would seem a task of some difficulty. But at this 
period, and for long afterwards, there was no road or path 
whatsoever ; and, to add to the difficulty, the mountains 
were already covered with snow. It was a sublime scene 
to look up to them, piled in great masses, one upon anoth- 
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er, tbe front rank of dazzling whiteness, while those which 
arose behind them caught a rosy tint from the setting of a 
dear wintry sun. Ben Cruacban, superior in magnitude, 
and seeming tbe very citadel of the Genius of the Region, 
rose high above tbe others, showing his glimmering and 
scathed peak to the distance of many miles. 

The followers of Montrose were men not to be daunted 
by the sublime, yet terrible prospect before them. Many 
d them were of that ancient race of Highlanders, who 
not only willingly made their couch in the snow, but con- 
sidered it as effeminate luxury to use a snow-ball for a 
pillow. Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozen moun- 
tains which they beheld, and they did not permit them- 
selves to be daunted by the difficulty of traversing them. 
Montrose did not allow their spirits time to subside. He • 
ordered the pipes to play in the van the ancient pibroch, 
entitled ^^ Hoggal nam bo" &c. (that is, We come through 
snow-drift to drive the prey ;) the shrilling sounds of which 
bad often struck the vales of the Lennox with terror.* The 
troops advanced with the nimble alacrity of mountameers, 
and were soon involved in the dangerous pass, through 
which Ranald acted as their guide, going before them with 
a select party, to track out the way. 

The power of man at no time appears more contempti- 
ble, than when it is placed in contrast with scenes of nat- 
ural terror and dignity. The victorious army of Montrose, 
whose exploits had struck terror into all Scotland, when 
ascending up this terrific pass, seemed a contemptible 
handful of stragglers, in the act of being devoured by the 
jaws of the mountain, which appeared ready to close upon 
them Even Montrose half repented the boldness of his 
attempt, as he looked down from the summit of the first 
eminence which be attained, upon the scattered condition 
of his small army. The diffirulty of getting forward was 
so great, that considerable gaps began to occur in the line 
of march, and the distance between the van, centre, and 

** It it tbe family-march of the M'Farlanes, a warlike and predatorv clan, \ 
who inhabited the western banks of Loch-Lomond. See Note 1, Waver* ) 
lev vol II. / 
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rear, was each moment racreased in a degree equally bh 
commodious and dangercKis. It was with great apprehen- 
sion that Montrose looked upon every point of advantage 
which the hill afS>rded, in dread it might be found occu-. 
pied by an enemy prepared for defence ; and be often 
afterwards was heard to express his conviction, that had 
the passes of Strath-f illan been defended by two hundred 
resolute men, not only would his progress have been ef- 
fectually stopt, but his army must have been in dan- 
ger of being totally cut off. Security, however, the bane 
of many a strong country, and many a fortress, betrayed, 
on this occasion, the district of Argyle to his enemies. 
The invaders had only to contend with the natural diffi- 
culties of the path, and with the snow, which, fortunately, 
bad not fallen in any great quantity. The army no sooner 
reached the summit of the ridge of hills dividing Argyle- 
sbire from the district of Breadalbane, than they rushed 
down upon the devoted vales beneath them with a fury 
sufficiently expressive of the motives which had dictated 
a movement so difficult and hazardous. 

Montrose divided his army into three bodies, in order 
to produce a wider and more extensive terror, one of 
which was commanded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of Colkitllft, and the third re- 
mained under his own direction. He was thus enabled 
to penetrate the country of Argyle at three different points. 
Resistance there was none. The flight of the shepherds 
from the hills had first announced in the peopled districts 
this formidable irruption, and wht^rever the clansmen were 
summoned out, they were killed, disarmed, and dispersed, 
by an enemy who had anticipated their motions. Major 
Dalgetty, who had been sent forward against Inverary with 
the few horse of the army that were fit for service, managed 
his matters so well, that he had very nearly surprised Ar- 
gyle, as he expressed it, inter pocula; and it was only a rap- 
id flight by water which saved that chief from death or cap- 
tivity. But the punishment which Argyle himself escaped 
fell heavily upon his country and clan, and the ravages 
committed by Montrose on that devoted land, although 
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too consistent with the genius of the country and times, 
have been repeatedly and justly quoted as a blot on his 
actions and character* 

Argyle, in the meantime, had fled to Edinburgh, to lay 
his complaints before the Convention of Estates. To 
meet the exigence of the moment, a considerable army 
was raised under General Baillie, a Presbyterian officer 
of skill and Bdelity, with whom was joined in command 
the celebrated Sir John Urrie, a soldier of fortune like 
Dalgetty, who had already changed sides twice during the 
Civil War, and was destined to turn his coat a third time 
before it was ended. Argyle also, burning with indig- 
nation, proceeded to levy his own numerous ibrces, in 
order to avenge himself of his feudal enemy. He estab- 
lished bis head-quarters at Dunbarton, where he was soon 
joined by a considerable force, consisting chiefly of his 
own clansmen and dependents. Being there joined by 
Baillie and Urrie, with a very considerable army of regu- 
lar forces, he prepared to march into Argyleshire, and 
chastise the invader of his paternal territories. 

But Montrose^while these two formidable armies were 
forming a junction, bad been recalled from that ravaged 
country by the approach of a third, collected in the north 
under the Earl of Seaforth, who, after some hesita- 
tion, having embraced the side of the Covenanters, had 
now, with the assistance of the veteran garrison of Inver- 
ness, fonned a considerable array, with which he threat- 
ened Montrose from Inverness-shire. Inclosed in a wast- 
ed and unfriendly country, and menaced on each side 
by advancing enemies of superior force, it might have been 
supposed that Montrose's destruction was certain. But 
these were precisely the circumstances under which the 
active and enterprizing genius of the Great Marquis was 
calculated to excite the wonder and admiration of his 
friends, the astonishment and terror of his enemies. As 
if by magic, he collected his scattered forces from the 
wasteful occupation in which they had been engaged ; 
and scarce were they again united, ere Arg}'le and his asso- 
ciate generals were informed, that the royalists having sud- 
enly disappeared from Argyleshire, had retreated north- 
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wards among the dusky and impenetrable mountains of 
Locbaber. 

The sagacity of the generals opposed to Montrose, im- 
mediately conjectured, that it was the purpose of their 
active antagonist to &ght with, and, if possible, to destroy 
Seaforth, ere they could come to his assistance. This 
occasioned a corresponding change in their operations. 
Leaving this chieftain to make the best defence he could, 
Urrie and Baillie again separated their forces from those 
of Argyle, and having chiefly horse and Lowland troops 
under their command, they kept the southern side of the 
Grampian ridge, moving along eastward into the county 
of Angus, resolving from thence to proceed into Aber- 
deenshire, in order to intercept Montrose, if he should at- 
tempt to escape in that direction. 

Argyle, with his own levies and other troops, undertook 
to follow Montrose's march ; so that in case he should 
come to action either with Seaforth, or with Baillie and 
Urrie, he might be placed between two fires by this third 
army, which, at a secure distance, was to hang upon his 
rear. « 

For this purpose Argyle once more moved towards In- 
verary, having an opportunity, at every step, to deplore 
the severities which the hostile clans had exercised on his 
dependants and country. Whatever noble qualities the 
Highlanders possessed, and they had many, clemency in 
treating a hostile country was not of the number ; but 
even the ravages of hostile troops combined to swell the 
number of Argyle's followers. It is still a Highland prov- 
erb, He whose house is burnt must become a soldier ; 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these unfortunate val- 
leys had now no means of maintenance, save by exercis- 
ing upon others the severities they had themselves sus- 
tained, and no future prospect of happiness, excepting in 
the gratification of revenge. His bands were therefore 
augmented by the very circumstances which had desolated 
his country, and Argyle soon found himself at the head ol 
three thousand determined men, distinguished for activity 
and courage, and commanded by gentlemen of his own 
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-naaie, ^MmykUed to oone in dsdseqottlhieiB. Under fakn 
^^f,:he i^onhvred 'the priacipal coaimand upon Sir Dan 
can Campbell of Ardenvohr, and anotbor Sir Dancao 
Campbell of Aucbenbreck,^^an experienced and veteran 
soldier, wbom be bad recalled from tbe wars of Ireland 
for tbis purpose. Tbe cold spirit of Argyle bitnself, bow 
ev^r, dogged the military councils of bis more intrepid 
'^ssi^tatits ; and it was resolved, notv^ithstan ding tbeir in- 
creased force, to observe tbe same {ilan of operations, and 
to follow Montrose cautiously, in vi^batever direction *he 
should march, avoiding nn engagement until an opportu- 
nity should occur of falling upon his rear^v^hHe he dbould 
be engaged with another enemy in frodt. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Piobrachet au Donml-dhn, 
Piobrachet au Donuil, 
Piobrachet agus SS'breittach 
Feacht an Iiuierlochy. 

The MraMune of Doi^Mdtlie Bfodc, 
The war-tune of Black Dboald, 
The pipes and the banner 
Are op ID the rendezvous of Inverlocby. 

The military road connecting the chain of forts, as it 
is called, and running in the general line of the present 
Caledonian canal, has now completely opened the great 
glen, or chasm, extending altnost across' the whole island, 
once doubtless filled by the sea, and still affording basins 
inr that long line of* lakes, by means of which modern art 
has united the German and Atlantic Oceans. The paths 
or tracks by which tbe natives traversed this extensive val- 
ley, were, in 1645-6, in tbe same situation as when they 
awaked the strain of an Irish engineer officer, who had 
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been eoiplbyed in eopvertbg tbem into praetieable mili- 
taiy roadsi and wiiose eulogium beginsy and, tot augbt 1 
know, endis, aa follows : 

" Had you seen but tbete roads before they were made, 

Yoa would have beld up your bands and blened General Wade." 

But) bad as the ordinary paths were, Montrose avoided 
them, and led his army, like a herd of wild-deer, from 
mountain to mountain, and from forest to forest, where his 
enemies could learn nothing of his motions, while he ac- 
(|uired the most perfect knowledge respecting theirs, from 
the friendly clans of Cameron and McDonnell, whose 
mountainous districts be now traversed. Strict orders 
had been given that Argyle's advance should be watched, 
and that all intelligence respecting his motions should be 
communicated instantly to the General himself. 

It was a moonlight night, and Montrose, worn out by 
the fatigues of the day, was laid down to sleep in a mis* 
erable shieling, ^e bad only slumbered two hours, when 
some one touched his shoulder. He looked up, and, by 
the stately form and deep voice, easily recognized the 
Chief of the Camerons. • 

" I have news for you," said that leader, " which is 
worth while to arise and listen to/' 

^* M'llduy^'^can bring no other," said Montrose, address- 
ing the Chief by his patronymic title-^^* are they good 
or bad V 

*' As you may take them," said the Chieftain. 

" Are they certain 1" demanded Montrose. 

" Yes," answered M'llduy, " or another messenger 
should have brought them. Know that, tired with the 
task imposed upon me of accompanying that unhappy 
Dalgetty and his handful of horse, who detained me for 
hourb on the march at the pace of a crippled badger, I 
made a stretch of four miles with six of my people, in the 
direction of Inverlochy, and there met with Ian of Glen- 
roy, who had been out for intelligence. Argyle is moving 
upon Inverlochy with three thousand chosen men, com- 
manded by the flower of the sons of Diarmid. — These 



lAre my news-^diey are certaia— -k is for you to construe 
their purport." 

'* Their purport must be good," answered Montrose, 
readily and cheerfully ; '* the voice of MMlduy is ever 
pleasant in the ears of Montrose, and most pleasant when 
it speaks of some brave enterprize at hand — What are 
our musters V* 

He then called for light, and easily ascertained that a 
great part of his followers having, as usual, dispersed to 
secure their booty, he had not with him above twelve or 
fourteen hundred men. 

'* Not much above a third," said Montrose, pausing, 
^* of Argyle's force, and Highlanders opposed to High- 
landers. — With the blessing of Grod upon the royal cause, 
1 would not hesitate were the odds but one to two." 

" Then do not hesitate," said Cameron ; ** for, when 
your trumpets shall sound to attack MacCallum More, 
not a man of these glens will remain deaf to the summons. 
Glengarry — ^Keppoch — I myself — would destroy, with fire 
and sword, the wretch who should remain behind under 
any pretence whatsoever. To-morrow, or the next day, 
shall be a day of battle to all who bear the name of 
McDonnell or Cameron, whatever be the event." 

^* It is gallantly said, mv noble friend," said Montrose, 
grasping his hand, '^ and I were worse than a coward did 
I not do justice to such followers, by entertaining the most 
indubitable hopes of success. We will turn back on this 
MacCallum More, who follows us like a raven to devour 
the relics of our army, should we meet braver men who 
may be able to break its strength ! Let the Chiefs and 
leaders be called together as quickly as possible ; and you, 
who have brought us the first news of this joyful event, — 
for such it shall be,— you, M^IIduy, shall bring it to a 
joyful issue, by guiding us the best and nearest road aga^st 
our enemy." 

« That will I willingly do," said M'Tlduy ; « if I have 
shown you paths by which to retreat through these dusky 
wilds, with far more readiness will I teach you how to 
odvance against your foe." 



A general boalle mow pvemHedf flod Xfaa JeiMl^osv^eie 
every where startled from the rude couches oo Wibich di^y 
bad touglit temportry repose. 

^< I never thooght/' said . 'Major Dalge^y, when sum- 
moned up from a handful of rugged heather jpotSy 'Vto 
have parted from a bed as hard as aatable^broom with sMch 
bad will ; but indubitably, having but one man of military 
experience in bis army, bis Excellency the Marquis may 
be vindicated in putting hiin upon hard duty:" 

So saying, he repaired to the council, where, notwith* 
standing his pedantry, Montrose seemed. always (o listen 
to him with considerable attention ; partly because the 
Major really possessed military knowledge and experience, 
and often made suggestions which were found of advan- 
tage, and partly because it relieved. the General from the 
necessity of deferring entirely to the opinion of the High- 
land Ciite&,.and gav.e.him additional ground for disputing 
It when.it was not agreeable to bis own. On:the present 
occasiufi^ Ehilgelty joyfully aoquiescedtin tbe.propasal of 
tnareliing back ajid confronting Argyle,< which he compar- 
ed to the valiant 'resolution of tbe greatvGustavu^, who 
moved against the Duke of Bavaria, and .enriched his 
troops by the pi under of that fertile country, although mena- 
jeed from the northward by the large army wbieh WaUen- 
stein had assembled in Boiiemia. 

The Cbiefs of Glengarry, Keppoch, and Lochiel, whose 
clans, equal in courage and military fame to any in the 
'Highhnds, lay «within tbe neighbourhood of the scene of 
•action, despatched the fiery cross through their vassajs^.to 
summon every oae *wbo*<cojMld bear arms to meet- the 
King's Lieutenant, and to* Join the standards of their re- 
spective Cbiefs as they marcbed towards Inverlocby* , As 
the order was .eropbadcaHy giveD,it was speedily ; and w,il-» 
li^ly obeyied. Their natiu-al love of war, their zm\)ht 
the royal cause, — for they viewed the King in tbe light of 
-axhi^f whom his clansmen had deserted, — as well a$ their 
implicit obedience to their own patriarch, -drew, in -to 
Mcmtrose's army not only all in the neighbourhood who 
were able to bear arms, but some who, in age at least, 
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wAj^t .have been esteemed past the use of tbem. During 
the next clay's march, which, being directed straight 
through the mountains of Lochaber, was unsuspected by 
the enemy, his forces were augmented . by haodfub.of 
men issuing from each glen, and ranging themselves pnder 
the 'banners of their respective Chiefs. This ^^s,|a cir- 
cumstance highly'inspiriting to the rest of the army, who, 
by the time they approached the enemy, fpund their 
strength increased considerably more than Qne-rfourth, a^ 
had been prophesied by the valiant leader of the Cam* 
erons. 

T 

While Montrose executed •this counter->4nareb,Argyle 
had, at the head of his gallant army, advanced up tthe 
southern side of Loch-Eii, and reached the river Lochy, 
which combines that lake .with Loch-^Lochy. The ancient 
Castle of Inverlochy, once, as it is said, a royal fortress, 
and still, although dismantled, a place of some strength 
and consideration, offered convenient head-quarters, and 
ihere was ample room for Argyle's army to encamp around 
him in the valley, where the Lochy jojns Loch-rEil. Sev- 
eral barges bad attended, loaded with provisions, so that 
they were in every respect as well accommodated as 
such an army wi^ed or expected to be. Argyle, in 
council with Auchenbreck and Ardenvohr, expressed bis 
full confidence that Montrose was j\(kW on the birjnk qf 
destruction ; that his troops must gradually diminish as he 
moved eastward through such uncouth p^tbs ; that if he 
went eastward, he must. encounter Urrie and jPaillie ; if 
northward, fall into the hands of Sea forth ; or should he 
choose any halting^place,. he. would expose himself to be 
attacked - by three armies at once. 

" I cannot rejoice in the prc^pect, n^yjord," §aid Au- 
chenbreck, 5< that James Grahame will be crushed with 
little assistance of ours. He has left a. heavy account in 
Argyleshire against him, and I long to reckon with him 
drop of blood for drop of blood, I love not the payment 
of such debts by third hands." 

21* VOL. 11. 
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** Tou are too scniptilous," said Argjle ; ■<< what signi* 
fiej it by whose hands the blood of the Grahames is spilt t 
II is time that of the sods of Diarmid should cease to flow. 
—What say you, Ardenvohr ?" 

** I say, my lord,^' replied Sir Duncan, ^* that I think 
Auchenbreck will be gratified, and will himself haTe 
a personal opportunity of settlins accounts with Mon- 
trose for his depredations. Reports have reached our 
outposts that the Camerons are assembliog their full 
strength on the skirts of Ben*Nevis ; this must be to join 
the advance of Montrose, and not to cover his retreat." 

^ It must be some scheme of harassing and depreda- 
tion," said Argyle, ^^ devised by the inveterate malignity 
of M^Uduy, which he tenns loyalty. They can intend no 
more than an attack on our outpoi^, or some annoyance 
to to-morrow's march." 

^^ I have sent out scouts," said Sir Duncan, '^ in every 
direction^ to procure intelligence ; and we must soon bear 
whether they really do assemble £(ny force, upon what 
pdnt, or with what purpose," 

It was late ere any tidings were received ; but when 
the moon had arisen, a considerable bustle in the camp, 
and a noise immediately after heard in the castle, an- 
nounced the arrival of important intelligence. Of the 
scouts first dispersed by Ardenvohr, some had retiu*ned 
without being able to collect anything, save uncertain ru- 
mours concerning movements in the country of the Cam- 
erons. It seemed as if the skirts of Ben-Nevis were 
sending forth those unaccountable and portentous sounds 
with which they sometimes announce the near approachof 
a storm. Others, whose zeal carried them further upon 
iheir mission, were entraf^ed and slain, or made prison- 
ers, by the inhabitants of the fastnesses into which they 
endeavoured to penetrate. At length, on the rapid ad- 
vance of Montrose's army, his advanced guard and the 
'outposts of Argyle became aware of each other's pres- 
ence, and after exchanging a few musket-shots and ar- 
rows, fell back to their respective main bodies, \q eoqvey 
intelligence and receive orders. 



Sir Duncan Cain}d)elly and Auchenbreck, instantly 
threw themselves on horseback, in order to visit the state 
of the outposts ; and the Marquis of Ar^yle maintained 
nis character of commander-in-chief with reputation, by 
making a respectable arrangement of his forces in the 
plain, as it was evident that they might now expect a 
night alarm, or an attack in the morning at farthest. 
Montrose had kept his forces so cautiously within the de- 
files of the mountain, that no effort which Auchenbreck 
or Ardenvohr thought it prudent to attempt, could ascer- 
tain his probable strength. They were aware, however, 
that,at the utmost computation, it must be inferior to their 
own, and they returned to Argyle to inform him of the 
amount of their observations ; but that nobleman refused 
to believe that Montrose could be in presence himself. 
He said, ** It was a madness of which even James Gra- 
hame, in his height of presumptuous frenzy, was incapa-' 
ble ; and he doubted not that their march was only im- 
peded by their ancient enemies, Glenco, Keppoch, and 
Glenglarry ; and perhaps M^ Vourigfa, with his M'Pher- 
sons, might have assembled a force, which he knew must 
be greatly inferior in numbers to his own, and whom, 
therefore, he doubted not to disperse . by force, or by 
terras of capitulation." 

The spirit of Argyle's followers was high, breathing 
vengeance for the disasters which their country had so 
lately undergone ; and the night passed in anxious hopes 
that the morning might dawn on their vengeance. The 
outposts of either army kept a careful watch, and the 
soldiers of Argyle slept in the order of battle which they 
were next day to occupy. 

A pale dawn h^d scarce begun to tinge the tops of 
these immense mountains, when the leaders of both ar. 
fflies prepared for the business of the day. It was the 
second of February, 1645-6. The clansmen of Argyle 
were arranged in two lines, not far from the angle be- 
tween the river and the lake, and made an appearance 
equally resolute and formidable. Auchenbreck would 
willingly have commenced the battle by on attack on the 
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DUtposts' of the ehfeiny, but Argylfe, with more cautious 
policy, preferred receiving to making the ociset. Signaib 
were so6n heard, that they would not long wajt for if irt 
vain. The' Campbells could di^nguish, in the gorge of 
the mountains, the war-ttines of various ckns as they 
advanced to the onset. That of the Camerbns, which 
blears the ominous words, addressed' to tlie wolves "and 
ravens, "Come.t6me, abd I Will give you flesh/' was 
fondly re-echoied' froti'r their nbtiVe glens. In the lan- 
guage of th6 Highland bafds, the War voice of Gleifigarry 
was not sileiit ; and the gathering tunes of other tribes 
c^bulid be plainly distinguiished, as they successively ca'me 
up to the ^xtr6mity of the passes from which' they were 
to desbentf into the plain." 

" You see,'* said A'rgyle to hiS' kinsman, " it is as I 
sal'd^ we have oiily to deal wHh our neighbAuVs-^Jmnes 
Grahiime has not ventured to show us his' baWner." 

At' this moment there i^esou^nded front the gbrge of the 
pass a lively flourish of trumpets, in that note with which 
ft wa^ the ancient Scottish fashion to salute the' royal 
stand dirdv 

' ** You may hedr, my lord, from yonder signal," said Sir 
Drincan Cdm'ptelf, " that he who pretends to be the 
King's Lieutenant must be in person among these men." 

" Ahtf has probably horse with him," said Aochen- 
b^eilt, *' which I could not have anticipated. But shall 
^e'fcbk' pa:% for that, my lord, when we liave foes td 
fight, and wrongs to' revenge V* 

Argyle was silent, and looked upon his arm, which 
Kung iiV a sash, owing to a fall Which he had sustained in 
a preceding march. 

^^ It is true," interrupted Ardenvohr, eagerly ; " my 
Lord of Argyle, you are disabled from using either 
sword or pistol ; you must retire on board the gaHeys— *• 
your life is precious to us as a head — your hand cannot 
be useful to us as a soldier." 

, " No," said Argyle, pride contending with irresolution, 
** it shall never be said that I fled before Montrose ; if I 
cannot fight, I will at least die in th« midst of my children.'' 



90ve»iA otherprineipal Cihiefr^ of the Clitepb«lb>.widi 
one ^oii^, conjunerii and obtested their Chiefiak) tki. leave 
ftiem for that day to the: leading of Ardenvoiir and Au;* 
cbenbreck, and to behold the conflict from ai distance aodi 
m' safety -*^We dare not stigtnetiizp'Argyiewidi poltroon- 
^y ; for; though- his Kie was marked by no action oi 
bravery^ ydt He biebaved with so nnicfa ccHnposere andi 
dignity in thet 6»ial atid closing scene, diat his conduct 
upon the present and simiiar occaaionsy sliould be rather 
fiftpuu^ td iadt^citton than to want of conrage. B^itr when 
the dfO^i still v^ice within a man's own breast, which tells 
him that his life is of consequence to himself, is second-^ 
^' by* that <yf nombers around him, who assure him that 
k is: ^ equal a^vaniage to the public^ history affi>rds many 
eiranypleg of men more habftuaUy daring than Ai^le, 
who bate- consulted self-preservation, wheo the tempca^- 
tions to it w^re so powerfir^^f increased. 

•* See Mw on board, if yon will, Sir Doncan," said 
Aochenbreck to his kinsman ; *^ it must be my duty to 
fbrevent thi$ spirit from spreading farther among us.'* 

So saying, be threw himself among tl« ranks, entreat- 
ing, eommfandYng, and conjuring the sddiers, to remem- 
b^ their ancibnt fame and their present superiority ; the 
wntimgs they had* to revenge, if successful, and the fate 
they had to dread, if vanquished ;. and imparting to every 
bosom a portion of the fire which ^wed in bis own. 
Skiwly, meanwhile, and apparently with relaciaitce, Ar- 
gyle su^red himself to be forced by bb of&cbus kins- 
rtt&a to time verge of the kifce, and was transported on 
board of a galley, from the deck of which he surveyed- 
with more safety than credit the scene which ensued. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, notwithstanding 
the urgency of the occasion, stood with his eyes rivetted 
on the boat which bore his Chieftain from the field of 
battle. There were feelings in bis bosom which could 
not be expressed ; for the character of a Chief was that 
of a father, and the heart of a clansman durst not dwell 
upon his failings with critical severity, as upon those of 
other men. Argyle, too, harsh and severe to others, was 
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genereus tnd liberal among: bk' kibsmea^ afid the ii<!ible 
heart of Ardeovohr was wrung with bitter anguish^ when 
he reBected to what iDterpretation his present conduct 
might subject him. 

** It is better it should be so,'' said he to himself, de- 
Touring his own emotion ; ^' but ■ of his line of a 
hundred sires, I know not one who would baire retired 
while the banner of Diarmid waved in the wind in the 
face of its most inveterate foes I" 

** A loud shout now compelled him to turn and to 
hasten with all despatch to bis post, which was on the 
right flank of Argyie's little army« 

The retreat of Argyle had not passed unobserved by 
bis watchful enemy, who occupying the superior ground, 
could mark every circumstance which passed befew*- 
The movement of three or four horsemen to the rear 
showed that those who retreated were men of rank. 

" They are going," said Dalgetty, " to put their hor- 
ses out of danger, like prudent cavaliers. Yonder goes 
Sir Duncan Campbell, riding a brown bay gelding, which 
I had marked for my own second charger." 

" You are wrong, Major," said Montrose, with a bit- 
ter smile, " they are saving their precious Chief, — Give 
the signal for assault instantly— send the wo^d through 
the ranks. — Gentlemen,, noble Chiefs, Glengarry, Kep- 
poch, M'Vourigh, upon them instantly ! — Ride to M*ll- 
duy, Major Dalgetty, and tell him to charge, as he loves 
Lochaber — return and bring our handful of horse to my 
standard. They shall be placed with the Irish as a 
serve. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

♦ t ' 

Am meets a rock a thouMnd waves, so Inisfail met Lochlin. 

Ois&tn, 

Ths trumpets and bagpipes, those clamorous harbin- 
gers of blood and death, at once united in the signal for 
onset, which was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the mountain glens 
behind them. Divided into three bodies, or columns 
tiie Highland followers of Montrose poured from tb^ de- 
fies which had hitherto concealed them from their ene- 
mies, and rushed with the utmost determination upon the 
Campbells, who waited their charge with the greatest 
firmness. Behind these charging columns marched in 
line the Irish, under Colkitto, intended to form the re- 
serve. With them was the royal standard, and Montrose 
himself ; and on the flanks were about fifty horse, under 
Dalgetty, which, by wonderful exertions, had been kept 
in some sort fit for service. 

The right column of Royalists was led by Glengarry, 
the left by Lochiel, and the centre by the Earl of Men- 
teith, who preferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to remaining with the cavalry. 

The Highlanders poured on with the proverbial fury of 
their country, firing their guns, and discharging their ar- 
rows, at a little distance from die enemy, who received 
the assault with the most deternrmied gallantry. Better 
provided with musketry than their enemies, stationary 
also, and therefore taking the more decisive aim, the fire of 
Argyle's followers was more destructive than that which 
they sustained. The royal clans, perceiving this, rushed 
to close quarters, and succeeded on two points in throw- 
ing their enemies into disorder. With regular troops tliis 
must have achieved a victory ; but here Highlanders were 
opposed to Highlanders, and the nature of the weapons, 
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as well as die agility of those who vnelded them, was 
equal on both sides. 

Their strife was accordingly desperate ; and the clash 
of the swords and axes) aci tbey ^countered each other, 
or rung upon the targets, was mingled with the short, wild, 
animating shrieks, with which Higblapders accQoipfiny the 
battle^ the dance, or indeed violent exertion of any kind. 
Many of the foes opposed were personally acquainted, and 
sought to match tbenMelires with each' other frorat motives 
of hatred, or a more generous emuladon of vakxAS^ Neither 
party* would retreat aiv tneh, while thq place* of those who 
fell (and they fell fast on both sides) was eagerly su(^lied 
by others, who thronged to the froni of danger. A steaiB^ 
bke tkat which arises froma seethiog cauldron, toae into the 
tbki, cold, ivosty sir, and hovered above- the c(M»hertaat8k 

So stood the fight on the right and the ceiHd^, with ba 
bnmediate consequence, except mutual wouads and deaths 

On die right of the Campbells, ibe Knight of Arden- 
vobr obtained some advantage, through his military skill, 
and by strength of numbers^ He had moved forward 
obliquely the extreme flank of his liae at* the instant the 
B;oyalists were ahoiit to close,. so thai they sustained a fire 
at once on front and in flank, and, despite the iitmost 
efforts of their leader, were thoown into some confidsion. 
At this instant, Sir Duncan Camphell gave the word to 
ehai^e, and thus unexpectedly made the aUjack at the 
very moment he seemed about to receive it. Such a 
change of eircuflostaoces is always: discouraging, and often 
fatak But the disorder was remedied by the advaoee of 
the Irish reserve, whose: heavy and su^ained fire oopipelT 
led' the Knight of Ardeavohr to forego his advantage, and 
oonlsnt himself with lepulsic^ the enemy. The Marquis 
of Montrose, in the meanwhilei availing himself of ^ome 
scattered birch trees, as well aa>Qf the smobe prpdliced by 
the close fire of the Insfa musketry j which eoneealed tb9 
operation, called upon Dalgetty to (oilow him- with tb^ 
horse, and wheeling round, so as to gain the right flank 
and «veo the rear of the et^my, he comma.ided his six 
trumpets to sound the charge. The clang of the cavt^lry 
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trunipets, and. the ncnse of the g|noping;of'tl7f^;t}OiP9^ 
produced ao effect upon Argyle's right wing w.bicjb i^o. 
other sounds could have impressed them. with. The 
mountaineers of that period had a superstitious dread of 
the war-horse, like that entertained by the Peruvians, and' 
had many strange ideas respecting the manner in which 
that animal was trained to combat. When, thei:efore, 
they found their ranks unexpectedly broken, and that the 
objects of their greatest terror were suddenly in the midst 
of them, the panip, in spite of Sir Duncan's attempts to 
stop it, became universal. Indeed, the figure of Major 
Dafgetty alone, sheathed in impenetrable arraoprj and 
making his horse caracole and bound, ^o as to give weight 
to every blow which he struck, would hav«. be^n a nov- 
elty in itself sufficient to terrify thosQ who had never seen 
anything more nearly ^-esemblin^ such, a cavalier, thap. a 
shelty waddling under a Highlander far bigger than, itself. 
The repulsed Royalists returned to the charge \ the IrishJ 
keeping their ranks, niaiutained a fire equally close aUj^ 
destructive. There was no sustaining the fight log^ger. 
Argyle^s followers began to break and fly, most towsu^ds 
the lake, the remainder in diflFerent directions. The d.e- 
feat of the right wing, of itself decisive, was rendered 
irreparable by the death of Auchenbreck, wha fell whil^, 
endeavouring to restore order. 

The Knight of Ardenvohr, with two or three hundred 
men, alt gentlemen of descent and distinguished gallant- 
ry, — for the Campbells are supposed to nave had mprcf 
gentlen^en in their ranks than any of the Highland clans, — 
endeavoured, with uoavailiug heroism, to covey the tgipault- 
uary retreat of the common ?}i\(i, T^ir r^splution only 
proved fa^s^l to themselves, as they v\ere charged again anq 
agaip by fresh adversaries and fbrped to separate fi:on^ 
each o^her, until at length their aim seemed only to he tp 
purchase an honourable dea(h by resisting to the very last. 
" Good quarter. Sir Duncan," quilled out Major- Dpl- 
getty, when he discovered his late host, with one qjj tw9^ 
others, defending himself agaipst sever;al Hi^hlan4ers ; 
and, to enfqrc^ his offer, he rode up to hirn with his 
32 iroL. II. 
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•word uplifted. Sir Duncan's reply was the discbarge of 
a reserved pistol, which took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, which^ shot 
through the heart, fell dead under himl Ranald Mac- 
Eagh, who was one of those who had been pressing Sir 
Duncin hard, took the opportunity to cut hiiu down with 
bis broad-sword, as he turned from bim in the act of fir- 
ing the pistol. 

Allan M'Aulay came up at this moment. They were, 
excepting Ranald, followers^of his brother who were en- 
gaged on that part of the field. " Villains !** he said, 
'* which of you has dared to do this, when it was my 
positive order that the Knight of Ardenvohr should be 
taken alive V^ 

Half-a-dozen of busy hands, which were emulogsly 
employed in plundering the fallen knight, whose arms and 
accoutrements were oi a magnificence befitiing his qual- 
ity, instantly forebore the occupation, and half the number 
of voices exculpated themselves, by laying the blame on 
the Skye-man, as they called Rsgiald MacEagh. 

" Dog of an Islander !'' said Allan, forgetting, in bis 
wrath, theif prophetic brotherhood, " follow the chase, 
and harm him no farther, unless you mean to die by my 
hand.'^ They were at this moment left almost alone ; 
for Allan's threats had forced his own clan from the spot, 
and all around had pressed onwards towards the lake,^ 
carrying before tbem noise, terror, and confusion, and 
leaving behind only the dead and dying. The moment 
was tempting to MacEagh's vengeful spirit. — " That 1 
should die by your hand, red as it is with the blood of 
my kindred," said he, answering the threat of Allan m a 
tone as menacing as his own, '^ is not more likely than 
that you should fall by mine." With that, he struck at 
M^Aulay with such unexpected readiness, that he bad 
scarce time to intercept the blow with his target. 

** Villain !" said Allan, in astonishment, " what meins 
this 9" 

" I am Ranald of the Mist !" answered the Islesman, 
repeating the blow ; and, with that word, they engaged 



'n elose and luridus conffiet. It seetoed fo be decreed, 
that in Allan M' Aulay bad arisen the avenger of bis moth- 
er's wh)ngs 'up6n this wild tribe, as was proved by the 
jssiie of the present, as well as of former combats. Af- 
ter exchanging a few blows, Ranald MacEagh was pros- 
trated by a deep wound on the skull ; and M'Aulay, set- 
ting his foot on him, was about to pass the broad*sword 
thrdugb his body, when" the point of the weapon was 
struck up by a third party, who suddenly interposed. 
Phis was no other than Major Dalgetty, who, stunned 
by the fall, and encumbered by' thfe dead body of his 
borse, had now recovered his legs and bis under- 
standing. ^ Hold up your sword," said be to M'Aulay, 
*' and prejudice t this {Person no ferther, in respect that he 
is here in Aiy safe-conduct, and in his Excellency's ser- 
vice ; and in tegard that* no honourable caval^r is at 
liberty, by the law martial, to revenge his owii private in- 
juries, ^ag*rati^e beUo,muba majm flagrante pr alio " 

" Fool !" said Allan, ^ stand aside, and dare not to 
come betw.een the tiger and his prey !" 
' But, far from quitting his point, Dalgetty stept across 
the fallen body of MacEagh, and gave Allan to under 
stand, that if he called himself a tiger, he was likely at 
present' to find a lion in his path. There required no 
more than the gesture and tone of defiance to turn the 
whole rage of the military Seer against the person who 
was opposing the course of his vengeance, and blows 
were instantly exchanged without farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan and MacEagh had been un- 
noticed by the stragglers around, for the person of the 
latter was known to few of Montrose's followers ; but 
tiie scuffle betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well known, 
attracted instant attention ; and fortunately, among oth- 
ers, that of Montrose himself, who had come for the piir- 
pose of gathering together his small body of horse, and 
fbHowiug the purstiit down Loch-Eil. At^are of the 
fatfill consequences of dissension in his little army, he 
pushed his hobe up to the 'spot, and seeing MacEagh on 
the ground, and Dalgetty in the attitude of protecting 
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htm againA M^Aulay, fals qiirdd aipppebetisfion inshnliljT 
cslUght tlte caose of quarreU and ad itist&nt)]^ devi^d 
rowans to atop it. *' For shame/' he' said, ^< g^ndeinea 
cavaliers, brawling together in so glorious>a field of vio* 
tofy ! — /\re ybu mad ? Or are you uitbxicated with- the 
glory which you have both this day gained'?" 

'^ It is not my fault, so please your ExcelleDOy/' said 
Dalgetty. " I have been knownia-dow^ sodus^fk^bon. 
eamaradoj in M the serviced of Europe ;; but- ho Dhat 
touches a man under my safeguardf-^'-^^-^*- 

« And he," said Allaii> speaking at fee satote tiitie> 
*^ who dares tx) bar the course of (nf justvengeahce^'-^ 
<< For shatnte, getitlemeti i'^ agaiiy ye)pKaAie(f M ettitrO0»' ; 
<^ I ha v^ other business for yoo botli,«^uMiB6$ of deep- 
er impoftanee than any private fjUBn«ty whrdi you may: 
eamly ftid a more fitting tim* to settle; Few you^ Mi^' 
Dalgetty, kneel doww." 

<< Kneel V sard Dalgetty ; '^ I h^vd Hot learned: to 

obey that word of command,- stfving When it is given from 

the pulpit. In tbfe Swediish discipline, the frontJ'rank do 

indeed bieel/ but o6ly when di^ regiment is drawto up six 

file deep." 

Nevertheless," repeated Morttr^wse^-*-" kneeil down,. 
in the Banne of King Charles and of his reprdsentative." 
When Dalgetty rekiftantly obejrcd, Montrose stvuclc 
hii^i Kgbtly ori the neck wirh the flat of his sword j say- 
ing,—^'* In reward of the gaUnnt service of this day, and 
in the name and awHbority of onr swwr^ign^ King Char les*, 
I dub thee' knight ; be brave, hy^K^ and fortiHtato. And 
now, Sir Dugald Dalgetty, to your dwty. Colledt what 
horsemen you can, and pMrstie such of the etiemy asaref 
flying down the side of the lake. Do not disperse your 
fr)rce, nor venture too far ; but take heed to prevent their 
rallying, which very little exertkin may do. Mount, theny 
Sir Dugald, and dbyour duty." 

" But what shall I mounPt f^^ siiid the new-made ch6v<* 
aKer. " Poor Gustavus sleeps in the bed of honour, lik^ 
his immortd) namesake ! and I am made a knight, a r'der, 
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tm the High Dirfch^s havd it, just wh^b' I bare not' a horse 
left to ride upon." 

^' That ^all not be said," answered Montrose, dis- 
mounting' ; '' I make you a present of my own, which 
Has b^en thought a good one ; only 1 pray you, resume 
the duty you discharge so well." 

With hiany acknowledgments. Sir Dugald mounted the 
steed so liberally bestowed upon him ; and' only bes^ch- 
mg bis Excellency to reri^ember that Mac£agh \^as un- 
der his safe-conduct, imtnediately began to execute the 
orders assigned to' hikn, with great zeal and alacrity. 

^* And you, Allan M'Aulay," said Montrose, address- 
mg the Highlander, who, leaning his sword^-point on the 
ground, had regarded the ceremony of his antagonist's 
koigbthood whh si sneer of sullen scorn, — '^ydo, wh6 are 
superior to the ordinary men led by the pakry rhotivesof 
plunder, and pay, and personal distinction, — you, whose 
deep knowledge renders you so valuable a ooutasellor,— 
is it you whom I find striving wiih a man IHce Dalgetty, 
for the privilege of trampling the remainfs of life out ol 
so contemptible aii enemy as lies there 9 Come, my 
friend, I have other w6rk for you. This victory, skilful- 
ly improved, shall win Seaforth t^ our party.' It is not 
disloyalty, but desp^^ir of the good caus6,^ that lia:^ induc- 
ed him tor take arms against u^. These arms, in this mo- 
ment of better augury, be niay be brought to !!inite with 
ours. I shall send my gallant friend, Coibnel Hay*, to 
him^ from this very field of battle, but he must be united 
in commission with a Htghlifrd gentlenmn df rank, befit- 
ting that of Seaforth, and of taleirtd ^nd of influence 
sui^h as nray make ait impresston upon hini. You are not 
only in every respect thi fittest for this m^st important 
miteion, but, having no immediate ookniuand, ydur pres- 
ence may be more easily spiared than that of a Chief 
whose following is in the field* You khow every pass 
and glen ib the Highlands, as well ^s the manners and 
customs of every tribe. Go therefore to Hdy, on the 
right wir^ ; he has instructions^ and expects you. You' 
22* VOL. II. 
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wiU Aad him widi GHeomonrison's men ; be' bis guide, fai 
interpreter, and bis poUeague." 

Allan M'Aulay'bent on tlie Marquis a dark and pene- 
tratii^ glance, as if to ascertain whether this sudden aiis*< 
sion was not conferred for some latent and unexplained 
purpose. But Montrose, skilful in searching the motives 
of others, was an equal adept in concealing his own. 
He considered It as of the last consequence, in this mo-^ 
ment of enthusiasm and ezahed passion, to remove Allan 
from the camp for a few days, that he might provide, a» 
his honour required, for the safety of those who had act- 
ed as his guides, when he trusted the Seer's quarrel with 
Dalgetty might be easily made up. Allan, at parting, 
only recommended to the Marquis the care of Sir Duo- 
can Campbell, whom Montrose instantly directed to be 
conveyed to a place of safety. He took the same pre- 
caution for MacEagh, committing tbe latter, however, to 
a party of the Irish, with directions that he should be 
taken care of, but that no Higlttand^r, of any clan^ should 
have access to him. 

The Marquis then nfounted a led horse, which was 
held by one of his attendants, and rode on to view the 
scene of his victory, which was more decisive than eveii his 
ardent hopes had anticipated. Of Argyle's gallant anny 
of three thousand men, fully one-half fell in the* battle, 
or in the flight. They had been chiefly driven back upon 
that part of the plain where the river forms an angle with 
the lake, so that there was no free opening either for retreat 
or escape. Several hundreds were forced into the lake 
and drowned. Of the survivors, about one-half escaped 
by swimming tbe river, or by an early flight along the left 
bank of the lake. The remainder threw themselves into 
the old Castle of Inveriochy ; but being without either 
provisions or hopes of relief, they were obliged to but* 
render, on condition of being sufiered to return to their 
homes in peace. Arms, ammunition, standards, and bag^ 
gage, all became the prey of the conquerors. 

Thb was the greatest disaster that ever befell the race 
of Diarmid, as the Campbells were called in the High- 
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lands ; it being generally remarked that they were as for- 
tunate in the issue of their undertakings^ as they were 
sagacious in planning, and courageous in executing them. 
Of the number slain, nearly five hundred were dunniwas- 
sels, or gentlemen claiming descent from known and re- 
spected houses. And, in the opinion of many of the 
clan, even this heavy loss was exceeded^ by the disgrace 
arising from the inglorious conduct of their Chief, whose 
galley weighed anchor when the day was lost, and sailed 
down the lake with all the speed to which sails and oars 
could impel her. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Faint the din of battle bray'd, 

Distant down the hollow wind ; 
War and terror fled before, 

Wounds and death remain behind. 

i*mrote. 

Montrose's splendid success over his powerful rival 
was not attained without some loss, though not amounting 
to the tenth of what he inflicted. The obstinate valour 
of the Campbells cost the lives of many brave men of 
the opposite party ; and more were wounded, the chief 
of whom was the brave young Earl of Menteith, who 
had commanded the centre. He was but slightly touch- 
ed however, and made rather a graceful than a terrible 
appearance when he presented to his general the stand- 
ard of Argyle, which he had taken from the standard- 
bearer with his own hand, and slain him in single combat. 
Montrose dearly loved his noble kinsman, in whom there 
was conspicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, disin- 
terested chivalry of the old heroic times, entirely differ*- 
ent from the sordid, calculating, and selfish character, 
which the practice of entertaining mercenary troops had 



•iutroduced iqto most parts of Europe, and of which de* 
goneracy SootUndyWhich furnished soidiers of .fortune for 
liie service of almost every nation, bad been contaminated 
with a more than usual share. Montrose, whose native 
spirit was congenial, although experience had taught. hiin 
Ik>w to avail .himself of the motives of others, used to 
ftlenteitb neither the language of praise nor.pf promise, 
but clapped him to his bosom as he exclaimed, '^Snf\y g^il- 
lani kinsman !*' And by this burst of heartfelt applause 
was Menteith thrilled with a, warmer glow of delight, than 
if his praises had been recorded in a report of the aqtion 
sent directly to the throne of his sovereign. 

" Nothing," be said, ** my lord, now seems to remun 
in which lean render any assistance; permit me to look 
after a duty of humanity — the Knight of Ardenvohr, as 
I am told, is our prisoner, and severely wounded." 

" And well he .deserves to be.sd," said Sir Dugald 
Dalgetty, who came up to them at that moment with a 
prodigious addition of acquired importance, " since he 
shot my good horse at the time that I was offering him 
honourable quarter, which, I must needs say, was done 
more like an ignorant Highland Cateran, who has not 
sense enough to erect a sconce for the protection of his 
old hurley-Tiquse of a castle, than like a soldier <^ ^Qrth 
and quality." 

" Are we to condole with you then," said iLord Men- 
teith, ^' upon tlie loss of the famed -Gustavus ?" 

>' Even so, ujy lord," answered the soldier, with a 
deep sigh, ^* Diem clausit supremum, as we said /at the 
Mareschal-College of Aberdeen. Better so than be 
smothered like a cadger's pony in some flowwnoss, or 
snow* wreath, which was like to be his fate if this winter 
campaign lasted longer. But it has pleased his Excel- 
lency (making an inclination to Montrose) to supply his 
place by the gift of a noble steed, whom Thave taken 
the freedom to Ji&xne ^ Loyalty* s Reward j* in memory 
of tiiis celebrated occasion." 

" I hope," said the Marquis, " you'll find Loyalty's 
.Reward, since you call lum so, practised in all the di|ti€)8 



of ,tb^ fieldj-^hut.I must just Jiiot to you, tluit at 'this 
iime^y in Scotland, loyfiky is inore frequently rewarded 
^ith a baiter, than with a boc$e;" 

" Aheui ! ypur l^Hcellency is pleased to be facetious. 
Loyalty's Reward is as perfect as Gustavus in all his ex- 
ercises, and of a far finer figure. Marry ! bis social 
qualities are less cult^ated, in respect be has kept till 
pow inferior. com.pany." 

" Not meaning his jExcelle.ncy the General, I hope," 
^ajd I.«ord iMent^itb. '' For shame. Sir Dugald !" 

" My Iprd," answered the knight gravely, " 1 am in- 
csRpable to m^an anything so utterly misbecoming. Wh^t 
I asseverate is, that his Excellency, having tbe same in- 
tercourse with his hprse during his exercise, that be hath 
with his soldiers when training them, rnay form apd break 
either to every feat of war which he chooses to practise, 
0nd accordingly that this noble charger is admirably nian- 
/Bged. But as it is the intercourse of private life that 
formeth the social character, so I do not apprehend that 
of the single soldier to be much polished by the conver- 
sation of the corporal or the sergeant, or that of Loyal- 
ty's Reward to have been muph dulcified, or ameliorated, 
by the society of his Excellency's grooms, who bestow 
more oattis, and kicks, and thuaips, than kindness or- ca- 
resses upon tbe.anitppls intrusted to their charge, whereby 
roany ^ generous quadruped, rendered as it were, misan- 
thropic, manifests, during the rest of his life, a greater 
desire to kick and bjte bis master, than to love and. to hon- 
our hiroJ" 

" Spoken like an oracle," said Montrose.. — " Were 
there an academy for the education of hprses to bo an- 
nexed to the Marescbal-CoUege of Aberd?ep[i, ^ir DjugaJd 
Dalgetty alqne should (illjlie chair." 

'' Because, being an ass," said Menteith, aside jtojjbe 
General, ^Mb^re would become distant r^Jatipn between 
the professor and the student^." 

".And now, with your Excellency's permission," .said 
the- new-made Knigln, *' I j^m goijog to p8iy my J?st visit 
to the renaains of my old compnniQn in.atms." 
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*• Not with the puq)09e of going through the ceremo- 
nial of iDterment?" said the Marquis, who did not know 
bow far Sir Dugald's enthusiasm might lead him ; ** con- 
«der, our brave fellows themselves will have but a hasty 
burial." 

" Your Excellency will pardon me," said Dalgetty ; 
*' my purpose is less rotnantic. I go to divide poor 6us- 
tavus's legacy with the fowls of heaven, leaving the flesh 
to them, and reserving to myself his hide 5 which, in 
token of afiectionate remembrance, I purpose to form 
into a cassock and trowsers after the Tartar fashion, to 
be worn under njy armour, in respect my nether garments 
are at present shamefully the worse for the wear. — Alas ! 
poor Gustavus, why didst thou not five at least one hour 
more, to have borne tlie honoured weight of knighthood 
upon thy l(»ins !" 

He was now turning away when the Marquis called 
after him,- -** As you are not likely to be anticipated in this 
act of kindness, Sir Dugald, to your old friend and com- 
panion, r trust," said the Marqttis, *' you will first assist 
me, and our principal friends, to discuss some of Argyle*s 
good cheer, of which we have found abundance ii) the 
Castle." 

" Most willingly, please your Excellency," said Sir 
Dugald, " as meat and mass never hinder work. Nor, 
indeed, am I afraid that the wolves or eagles will begin 
an onslaught on Gustavus to-night, in regard there is so 
much better cheer lying all around. But," added he, 
" as I am to meet two honourable knights of England, 
with others of the knightly degree, in your lordship's 
army, I pray it may be explained to them, that now, and 
in future, I claim precedence over them all, in respect ot 
ray rank as a Banneret^ dubbed in a field of stricken 
battle." 

** The devil confound him !" said Montrose, speaking 
aside ; << he has contrived to set the kiln on fire as fast as 
1 put it out. — This is a point. Sir Dugald," said he, grave- 
ly addressing him, *^ which I shall reserve for his majesty's 
express consideration : in my camp all must be upon 
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eqtiafitjff like the Koigbts of the Round Table ; and take 
their places as soldiers should, upon the principle of— first 
come, first served." 

" Then I shall take care," said Menteith, apart to the 
Marquis, '* that Don Dugald is not first in place to-day.-^ 
Sir Dugald," added he, raising his voice, '' as you say 
your wardrobe is out of repair, had you not better go to 
the enemy's baggage yonder, over which their is a guard 
placed ? I saw them take out an excellent buff suit, em- 
broidered in front in silk and silver." 

'* J^oio a Dios ! as the Spaniard says," exclainaed the 
Major, <^ and some beggarly gilly may get it while I stand 
prating here !" 

The prospect of booty having at once driven out of his 
head both Gustavus and the provant, he set spurs to Loy- 
alty's Reward, and rode oflT through the field of battle. 

'* There goes the hound," said Menteith, '^ breaking 
the face, and trampling on the body, of man) a better 
ipan than himself ; and as eager on his sordid spoil as a 
vulture that stoops upon carrion. Yet this n>an the world 
calls a soldier — and you, my lord, select him as worthy 
of the honours of chivalry, if such they can at this day 
be termed. You have made the collar of knighthood the 
decoration of a mere blood-hound." 

" What could I do ?" said Montrose. " I had no half- 
picked bones to give him, and bribed in some manner he 
must be, — I cannot follow th^ chase alone. Besides, the 
dog has good qualities." 

'^ If nature has given him such," said Menteith, " habit 
has converted them into feelings of intense selfishness. 
He may be punctilious concerning his reputation, and 
brave in the execution of his duty, but it is only because 
without these qualities he cannot rise in the service ; nuy, 
bis very benevolence is selfish ; he may defend his com- 
panion while he can keep bis feet, but the instant he is down, 
Sir Dugald will be as ready to ease him of his purse, as 
he is to convert the skin of Gustavus into a buflf* jerkin." 

" And yet, if all this were true, cousin," answered Mon- 
trose, '^ there is something convenient in commanding a 
soldier, upon whose motives and springs of action you can 



'^leahte %6 a iBatb«tfi4itic«l d^rMiilty. >A fidei s^trfl lite 
Sours, my cdUdin/afli're tt6 a thblrsand seilsatiods tb Wbi^h 
this man's is as impervious as bis cors]et,-^it is for sttch 
that thy friend must feel, while *hb 'gives his advide." 
Then suddenly changing his tone, he asked Meiitiedi Wb^o 
he had seen Annot Lyie. 

'Thfe ybuug Earl coloured' deeply, and adswered, "NcJt 
•sincie last evening, — excepting," be %idded, with hesita- 
tion, ^'(br bue 'moment, about hdlf an hour 'before th(s 
battle began." ^ 

'" My dear Menteitb," said Montrose, rery fiiddly, 
" if^ere you orie of the gay cavaliefs of Whitehall, w^ 
are, in their way, as great self-seekers as obr friend Dal- 
getty, should I need' to' plague you wiih inquiringinto such 
an amoufi^tte'as tbis^ it would be ^n intrigue only lo feb 
laughed at. But this is the land of 'enchantment, whe^^ 
'nets strong as steel are "wrought out bf ladies' Iresses, tmd 
you are exactly the destined khigbt' to ^ be so fette^i). 
This poor girl is exiquisitely beautiful, dikl has tlalent^ fofitf- 
'ed to captivate your romantic temper. Ydu cannot^think 
bf injiiring her — ^you cannot tbitikof marrying her 9" 

" 'My lord," replied Menteith, " yo^ have' repe^attedly 
'^i^ged' this- jest, for 'So^ltrust it ismeam, soutewfafat be^ 
jond bounds. Annot' Lyie is of unknown birtib,^^a~o^p- 
^tive,^-j^the daughter,' probably, of some' obsc^ipeouilafw ; 
'a depentfedt*^ the hospitaKty of the M'Aulays." 

**^ Do not be 'angry, Menteith," said the Marquis, rat»iv 
rupting him ; '^ you love the classics, tboi^gh not ed-ucated 
'atMarescfiil43ollege ; -attdyOa may remember how nKany 
gallant h^ai^s captive beauty has siubdiifed : — 

Movit AJBcem Telamone Datum 
Forina captivee domihum Tecmesne. 

In a word, ! abi seriously ' anfxious about this-<— I sbouM 
not have t1meperbaps,"headdodvery gravely,'* to trouble 
you with rrfy''lectui*es <hi the object, were yoar feelings, 
and those of Anobt, alone iiVterested ; but you have 'a 
dahgferons rival in AJkm M*Attlay ; and there is no-kfjow- 
ing towhalextent he may carfy his resentment. It is 
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my jduty to tell you, that the King's service may be much 

prejudiced by dissensions betwixt you." 

"My lord," said Menteith, " 1 know what you mean is 
kind and friendly ; " I hope you will be satis6ed when 1 
assure you, that Allan M'Aulay and I have discussed this 
circumstance ; and that I have explained to him, that it 
is utterly remote from my character to entertain dishon- 
ourable views concerning this unprotected female ; so, on 
the other hand, the obscurity of her birth prevents my 
thinking of her upon other terms. I will not disguise from 
your lordship, what I have not disguised from APAulay, 
— that if Annot Lyle were born a lady, she should share 
my name and rank ; as matters stand, it is impossible. 
This explanation, I trust, will satisfy your lordship, as it 
has satisfied a less reasonable person." Montrose shrug- 
ged his shoulders. 

" And, like true champions in romance," he said, " you 
have agreed, that you are both to worship the same mis- 
tress, as idolaters do the same image, and that neither 
shall extend his pretensions farther ?" 

" 1 did not go so far, my lord," answered Menteith— 
" I only said in the present circumstances, — and there is 
no prospect of their being changed, — I could, in duty to 
myself and family, stand in no relation to Annot Lyle, 
but as that of friend or brother — but your lordship must 
excuse me ; I have," said he, looking at his arm, round 
which he had tied his handkerchief, " a slight hurt to at* 
tend to." 

" A wound ?" said Montrose, anxiously ; " let tne see 
it. — Alas !" he said, " 1 should have heard nothing of 
this, had I not ventured to tent and sound another more 
secret and more rankling one. Menteith,.] am sorry for 
you — I too have known — but what avails it to awake sor- 
rows which have long slumbered !" 

So saying he shook hands with his noble kinsman, and 
walked into the castle. 

Annot Lyle, as was not unusual for females in the High- 
lands, was possessed of a slight degree of medical, and 
23 VOL. II. 
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evfe'K siifgicdl mU. It may i^^aany be believfea, tKat ffii; 
profession of surgery, or tdedicine', as a sepai'ate art, was 
jfnknovvo, and the few i-udc rules whicli they observed 
9vere intrusted to wonien, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afforded too thuch opportunity of acquiring ex- 
perience. Thfe care and attention, accordiiigly, of Annot 
Lyie, her attendants, and other's acting under her direc- 
tion, had made her services extremely useful dOring this 
wild campaigd. Atid most readily had these services 
been rendered to friehd and fo^, wherever iHey could be 
most useful. She was hoW in ah ^pkrtment of th6 cd^tle, 
anxiously superintending the preparddon of vulnerary 
herbs, to be applied to the wdunded ; receiving reports 
frorri differerit females respecting those under their separ- 
ate charge, and distributing what meahs she had for their 
relief^ when Allan M'Aulay suddenly entered the apart- 
bent. She started, for she had heard that he hhd left 
the camp upon a distant mission ; and, however accus- 
tomed she was to the gloom of his countenance, it seem- 
ed at present to have even a darker shade than usual. 
He stood before her perfectly silent, and she felt tile ne- 
cessity of being the first to speak. 

" I thought," she Said, with some effort, *^ you had al- 
ready set out." 

" My companion awaits me," said Allaii ; ** t go in- 
stantly." 

Yet stiil be stood before her, and held her by the arm, 
with a pressure which, though insuf35cient to give her pain, 
made her sensible of his great personal strength, bis hand 
dosing on her like the gripe of a manacle. 

.'* Shall I take the harp ^" she said, in a tirtiid voice ; 
" is— Is the sliadow falling upon you 9" 

Instead of replying, he led her to the window of the 
apartment, which commanded a view of the field of the 
slain, with all its horrors. It was thick spread with dead 
and wounded, and the spoilers were busy tearing the 
rlothr*? fifvn tlie vicfiins of war and feudal ambition, with 
us (ii u !; i;»'rijTtjrt'ii?e, as if ihey had not been of tue same 
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qieoied,'afld themseives exposed, perhaps to^-morrow, to 

the same fate. 

" Does the sight please you V* said M'AuIay. 

^' It is hideous!" said Annot, covering her eyes with her 
hands ; " How can you bid me look upon it 9" 

" You most be inured to it," said he, " if you remain 
with this destined host — you wiJl soon have to search such 
afield for my brother's corpse — for Menteith's-— for mine 
«-^but that will be a more indifferent task — You do noC 
love me !" 

" This is the first time you have taxed me with unkind 
ness," said Annot, weeping. " You are my brother— -mj 
preserver— my protector-^and can I then but love you 1 
But your hour of darkness is approaching, let me fetch 
my harp !■ ■ *■" 

** Remain," said Allan, still holding her fast ; '' be my 
visions frmn heaven or Ivell, or from the middle sphere of 
disembodied spirits-^or b^ they, as the Saxons hold, but 
the delusions of an overheated fancy, they do not now m* 
fluence me ; I speak the language of the natural, of the 
visible vvopW.-*-You love not me, Annot— you love Men- 
teith-*-^by him you are beloved again, and Allan is no 
more €0 you than one' of t&e corpses which encomber 
yonder hearth." 

It cannbt be supposed that this strange, speech conveyed 
amy new informatbn to her who was thus addressed. No 
woman ever lived who could not vn the same crreomstan* 
bes have discerned long sinee the state of her lover's 
tnind. But by thus suddenly tearing off the veil, thin as 
it was, Allan prepared her to expect consequences violent 
topropditlion to the erhhusiasm^ of bis character. She 
made'an effort to repettbe charge he had stated. 

" You forget," she said, " your own worth and noble- 
ness when you insult so very helpless a being, and one 
whom fate has thrown so totally into your power. You 
know who and what 1 am, and how impossible it is that 
Menteith or you can use language of affection to me, be- 
yond that of friendship. You know from what unhappy 
race I have too probably derived my existence." 
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^ I will' am belief it^** laid Allan impeUibusly ; '^ nev^ 
flowed crystal drop from a polluted spring.'^ 

'* Yet die .very doubt,** pteaded Anoot, '^ should make 
you forbear to use this laoguage to me.*' 

*' 1 know,** said M' Aulay, ^^ it places a bar between us 
—but I know also that it divides you not so inseparably 
from Menteith.— Hear roe, my beloved Annot !— *leave 
tbts scene of terrors and danger — go with me to Kintail— ^ 
1 will place you in the house of the noble lady of Seafotth 
— or you shall be removed in safety to Icolmkill, wher6 
some women yet devote themselves to the worship of God, 
after the custom of our ancestors." 

'^ You consider not what you ask of me,*' replied An- 
not ; ** to undertake such a journey utoder your sole guar- 
dianship, were to show me less scrupulous than maiden 
ought. 1 will remain here, Allan— *here, under the pro- 
tection of the noble Montrose ; and when his motions 
next approach the Lowlands, I will contrive some proper 
means to relieve you of one, who has, she knows not how, 
become an object of dislike to you.** 

Allan stood as if uncertain whether to give way to sym* 
pathy with her distress, or to anger at her resistance* . 

•* Annot,** he said, " you know too well how little your 
words apply to my feelings towards you — but you avail 
yourself of your power, and you rejoice in my departure, 
as removing a spy upon your initercourse with Menteitb* 
But beware, both of you,'* he added, in a stem tone ; 
" for when was it ever heard that tn ii^ury was ofl^red 
to Allan M'Aulay, for which he exacted not tenfold ven* 
geance ?" • . • . 

So saying, he pressed her arm forcibly, pulled the ooo* 
net over his brdws, and strode out of the apartment. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

- — —After you're gone, 
I grew acquainted with my heart, and aeareb'd 
What stirr'd it so.— Alas ! 1 found it love. 
Yet far from lust, for could I but have lived 
In presence of you, I had had my end. 

FMeBMtfT, 

Annot Ltle bad now to coDtemplate the terrible gulf 
wbicb AlJan M'Aulay's declaration of ]ove and jealf 
ousy bad mude to open around ber. . It seemed as if 
sbe was tottering on tbe very brink of destructiou, and 
was at once deprived of every refuge, and of all buman 
assistance. Sbe had long been conscious tbat slie loved 
JMenteitb dearer tban a brother ; indeed, bow could it be 
otherwise, considering their early intituacy, — the personal 
merit of tbe young nobleman, — bis assiduous attentions, 
-^aod bis infinite superiority in gentleness of disposition, 
and grace of manners, over tbe race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived 9 But her affection was of tbat quii^i, 
timid, meditative character, which sought rather a reflect* 
ed share in the happiness of tbe beloved object, tban fbrm*- 
ed more presumptuous or daring hopes. A little Gaelic 
song;' in which she expressed her feelings, has been trans- 
lated by the ingenious and unhappy Andrew McDonald; 
and we willingly transcribe tbe Unes :«-* , 

Wert thou, like me, in life's low vale, 

With thee bow blest, that lot I'd share ; 
With thee I'd fly wherever gale 

Could wafl, or bounding galley bear. 
But parted by severe decree, 

Far diflerent must our fortunes pnyra ; 
May thine be joy«— enough for me 

To weep and pray for him 1 love. 
23* TOL. il. 



IV pang" this ibolish heart tmist feel. 

When hope shall be for ever flown. 
No sullen murmur Rhall reveal. 

No seltuh muromrs ever own. 
Nor will 1 through life's wear)' years, 

Like a pale droopiuj; mourner mo^e, 
While I ean think mv seenH teara 

May wound the heart of him I love. 

The furious declaration of Allan had destroyed the ro- 
mantic plan which she h^d formed, of nursing in secret 
her pensive tenderness, without seeking any other requital. 
Long before tbi^ she had dreaded Allan, as much as grat- 
itude, and a sense that he softened towards her a temper 
so hsitigbty sod so violent, could permit her to do ; but 
now she regarded him with unallo^'ed terror, which a per- 
fect knowledge of his disposition, and of his fireceding 
history, too well atithorized her to entertain. W^haiever 
was in other respects the nobleness of his dispositiotn, he 
had never been known to resist the wilfulness ol passion, 
— be walked i» the house, and in the country of his fnthers, 
like a tamed lion, whom no one dared to contradict, lesC 
•they should awaken his natural vehemence of passioQ. 
So many yevrs had elapsed since he bad experienced eoo- 
tradiction, or even expostulation, that probably nothing 
iMtt the strong ^ood sense, which, on all points, his mys- 
ticism excepted, formed the ground of his character* prer 
vented his proving an annoyance and terror to the wliole 
fieTghboorfoood. Bpt Annot h»d no time to dwell upon 
iiep fe»rs, being to|€rn3f>ted by the ootrance of Sir Dugald 
^l>a4getty. 

It may well bemppoaedi that ibe scenes in whi«h this 
person had passed bis former life, had not much quali- 
fied him to shine in fenrale society. He himself felt 
a sort of consciousness that the language, of the bar- 
rack, guard-room# and parade, w»s not proper to en- 
tertain ladies. The only peaceful part of his life 
had been spent at Mareschal^College, Aberdeen ; and 
he had forgot the litfle he l>ad lefrrned there, except 
the arts of darning his own hose, and despatchipg his 



been kept in good exercise by Uiq neces^ty of freqgept 
pr^QtlPQ* ^iil it wasi frQrn aa ioiperfocl r^cqlleGtioA of 
^i^p( he hfici acquired during this papifip p^Mt that 1^ 
drew his spurq^s pf conver^^liqn vfbeo jp qqtiipp^^y \;f^itli 
wqmeo $ ia otber wprds, big lai^gp.^gQ became pe4fiiitie 
wl^PB it opased to be mili^firy. 

^^ Mistress Anoot Lyle," ^aid he, uppn the prf ^ot qcn 
casion, '^ I am just now like the half-pike, or sponjtqop ,of 
Achilleiy poo en() pf which could wojiipd, ^pd th^ pther 
opre-*-ra propprty belonging, neither tq ^pa^ii^f) pikey 
brpwp-biO, partiaap, lialbert, Lpchaber^a)!;p, or j^dfed^j 
other modern stafiVwp^p^n wba^pve^.'' 

This compliment be repeated twice ; but fis ApP9t 
scai'ce heard him the first time, and di^ pot C9mp|:eI:\aQ4 
him the second, be was obliged to explain. 

" I mean," he said, " Mistress Annot Lylp, tbpt ha;Ving 
been the means of an honourable knight receiving a sen 
vere wound in this day's con6ict,'-^he h^^ving pistolled, 
somewhat against the law of arn^, n^y bqrse, w^ich was 
i(amed after the imnrio|rtaI King of Swe^ep^-r-rl ^m desir-, 
ous of procuring him such solacement asyou, p^ajdam, 
can supply, you being, like the heatiien god Esculapius^ 
(meaning possibly Apollo,) skilful not only in soQg and in 
nusic, but in the more pqble art of chirurgcry-:— opi/er 
jue per orbem dicor.^^ 

" If you would have the goodness to explain," said 
Annot, too sick at heart to be amused by Sir I>ug^ld'iS| 
airs of pedaptric gallantry. 

" That, madam," replied the knight, *^ rpaynot be JSQ 
easy, as I am out of the habit of qoostruipgr^but we shall 
Iry. Ditof-f supply egor^l am.c^l}j8c|.-:-(^t^r ? opifer ? 
—I remember signifer^ ancj^wrc^fcr— but I peliev.e opifer 
stapds in this place for M. p., that isDoplor of Physic." 

" This is a busy day with us all," spid Anppt \ " wilj 
yov say at once what yo.u want with ipe ?" 

" Merely," replied Sir Dugald, " tbatypu wiJJ vjsit n^y 
brother knigl^t and let ycKir piairfen bring sjome m^dica 
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Rients tor bis w6und| wKcb tbreatens to bd what die learA^ 
ed call a damniimfMale.^^ 

Annot Lyle never lingered in the cause of hamanitjr. 
She rofermed herself hastily of the nature of the fnjuiy, 
and interesting herself for the digni6ed old Chief whom 
she had seen at Darnlintarach, and whose presence had 
80 much struck her, she hastened to lose the sense of her 
own sorrow for a time, in the attempt to be useful to 
another. 

' Sir Dugald, with great form, nsbered Annot Lyie to 
the chamber of her patient, in which, to her surprise, she 
found Lord Mcuteith. She could not help blushing deep- 
]y at the meeting, but, to hide her c6nfus?on, preceded 
instantly to examine the wound of the Knight of Arden- 
Tohr, and easily satis6ed herself, that is was beyond her 
skill to cure it. As for Sir Dugald, he returned to a large 
out-house, on the floor of which, among other wounded 
men, was deposited the person of Ranald of the Mist. 

" Mine old friend,** said the Knight, " as I told you 
before, I would willingly do anything to pleasure you, in 
return for the wound you have received, while under my 
safe-conduct. I have, therefore, according to your earn- 
est request, sent Mrs. Annot Lyle to attend upon the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohry though, wherein her 
doing so should benefit you, I cannot imagine. 1 think 
you once spoke of some blood relationship between them ; 
but a soldado, in command and charge like me, has other 
things to trouble his head with than Highland genealogies.**- 

And, indeed, to do the worthy Major justice, he never 
inquired after, listened toj or recollected, the business of 
other people, unless it either related to the art military, 
or was somehow or other connected with his own interest ; 
in either of which cases his memory was very tenacious. 

" And now, my good friend of the Mist,'* said he, " can 
you tell me what has become of your hopeful grandson, 
as I have not seen him since he assisted me to disarm after 
the action — a negligence which deserveth the strapado'?'* 

" He is not far from hence," said the wounded outlaw 
— ** lift not yonr hand upon him, for he is man enough 



to pay a yatd of kadMrn seourge with a foot of temper^ 
ed steel." 

'^ A most improper vaunt," said Sir Dugald ; '* but I 
owe you some favours, Ranald, and therefore shall let 
it pass." 

^' And if you think you owe- roe anything," said the 
outlaw, *' it is in your power to requite me by granting 
me a boon." 

" Friend Ranald," answered Dalgetty, " I have read of 
tliese boons in silly story*books, whereby simple knights 
were drawn into engagements to their great preju- 
dice ; wherefore, Ranald, the more prudent knights of 
this day never promise anything until they know that they 
may keep their word anent the premises, without any dis- 
pleasure or incommodement to themselves. It may be, 
you would. have me engage the female chirurgeon to visit 
your wound ; though you. ought to consider, Ranald, that 
the unclean ness of the place where you are deposited may 
'somewhat soil the gaiety of her garments, corrcernin^ the 
preservation of which, ydti may have observed, women 
are apt to be inordinately solicitoiis. I lost the favour of 
• the Jady. of ibe Graod Pensionary of Amsterdam, by 
.touchiog.with the sole of my boot the train of her black 
velvet gown, which I mistook for a foot-cloth, it being 
half the. room distant fr6m her person." 

^' It is not to bring Anoot Lyle hither," answered Mac- 
Eagh, >' but to transport me into the room where she istn 
attendance upon the Knight of Ardenvohr. Somewhat I 
have to say of the last consequence to them both." 

^* It is something out of the order of due precedence," 
said Dalgetty, '* to carry a wounded outlaw into the pres- 
ence of a knight ; kni^thood having been of yore, and 
being, in some respects, still, the highest military grade, 
independent always of commissioned officers, who rank 
acr ording to their patents } nevertheless, as your boon, 
as you call it, is so slight, I shall not deny compliance with 
die same." So saying, he ofdered three files of men to 
transport MacEagb on their shoulders to Sir Duncan 
Campbeirs apartment, and he himself hastened before to 
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tBoeuQce Um tmah at hb beiag brotogUt ftilthcr « But stM^h 
was the activity of the soldiers employed, that they fet- 
lowed bini ck^^ at the heebi ami, entering with their 
ghastly bttrden^ laid MabEagb oa ike floor of the apart- 
meat. His features, naturally wild, were now distorted 
by pain ; bis hands and scanty garmctkts stairied with his 
own blood, and those of others, which no kind hand had 
wiped away, although the wound in his side bad been se- 
cured by a bondage. 

^^ Are you," be said, rabing bis bead painfaliy towards 
tlie conch where lay stretched fata lace antagonist, ** he 
whom men call the Knight of Ardeitvolir ^" 

*' The same," abswered Sir Dttiican,-^-^*' what would 
you with one whose hours ane now nombered 9" 

*' My hours ar^ reduced to nmiutes/' said the outlaw ; 
*^ the more grace, if I bestow them in the service of one^ 
whose hand has erer been against me, as mine has been 
raised higher against him." 

'' Thine higher against me !^>'Crushed worm !" said 
the Knight, looking down on his misertible adversary* 

*' Yes," ansWelred the otitlaW, io a -firm voice, " my 
arm bath be^n highest. In the <Iead)y contest be- 
twixt us, the wounds I have dealt hare been deepest, 
though tbtne have neither been idle nor uafelt.-i-I am 
Ranald MacEagb^-I am RabaM df the Mt9t--*the nigbt 
tliat I gave thy castle to the winds in one huge bhize 
of fire, is now matched with the day in which you have 
fallen under tbe sword ^f my father8.-^Remember the 
injuries (hod hast done our lribe<-^iieVer weire such inflict* 
ted, save by one, beside thee^ Hb, tliey say» is fate4 and 
secure gainst our vengeafloe-*^a short ti/ue will -ihow." 

" My Lord MenteiA," said Sir I>cincaii^ raising 'himself 
out of his bed, ^^ this is a prclclaiaied villain^ it once the 
enemy of King and Parliaaneat, of God And nian-^-oae 
of the outlawed baki^itti of the Mist 9; afik^' tbe'enenty of 
your houae, of the M^AullayS) bod of mine. I trust you 
will not mffet rnomeilts, whtchare perhaps my last, to be 
emUitterefl by liis barbarous tHu.inph." 

" He shaH hwe the tri^atiuent be merits," s^id Men 
^eith ; ** let him he instantly removed." 



Sir Dugald here interposed, atid s|K>ke ef RaciAld's 
services as a guide, and bis own pledge for hi^ safety ; but 
tbe high harsh tones of the outiaw drowned his voice. 

*' No," saSd he, ^' be rack ahd gibbet tb^ word I let me 
wither between beavert and ^arth, and ^orge the hawkk 
and eagles of Ben^Nevis ; dnd so shall this hdughtj 
Knight j and this triumphant Thane, ikevterlearri the secret 
J alone csn impart ; a secret which would make Ardent 
vobr's heart leap with joy^ were he in the death agony, 
and which the Earl of Menteith would purchase at the 
-price of his broad earldom.-^Come hith^, Annot Lyle," 
he said, raising himself with unexpected strength ; '^ feat* 
not tiie sight of him to whoiti thou hast clung iti infancy. 
Tell these proud men, who disdaid thee as the issue of 
mine ancient race, that thou art iio blood of ours — n6 
daughter of the race of the Mist, but borii in halls as lord^ 
]y, and cradled on couch as soft, as ever soothed infkncy 
in their proudest palaces." 

" In the name of God," said jMenteith, trembling with 
emotion, ^* if you know aught of the birth of this lady do 
thy conscience the justice to disburden it of the secret 
before departing from this world !" 

" And bless my enemies with my dying breath 9" said 
MacEagh, looking at him malignantly.' — " Such are the 
maxims your priests preach — but when, or towards whom, 
do you practise them 9 Let me know first the worth of 
my secret ere I part with it — What would you give, Knight 
of Ardenvohr, to know that your superstitious fasts have 
been vain, and that there still remains a descendant of 
your house 9 — I pause for an answer^^VithoUt it, f speak 
hot one word more." 

'' I could," said Sir Duncan, his voice struggling be- 
tween the emotions of doiibt, hatred, and anxrety — *' I 
could — but that I know thy race are like the Great Ene^ 
rfny, liars atiU hnwdferers from the beginnrt^g — but could 
it be true thou tellest me, I could almost forgive thee tl^e 
Injuries' thou' ha^'t done me." 

" Hear it !" said Ranald ; " he hath wagered deeply 
for «usoii of Di'armid — And you, gentle Thane, the report 
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of the eanip Uijt, that you would purchase with life^ and 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyie was no daughter of pro- 
scription, but of a race noble in jour estimaftion as your 
own— •Well'— It is for no love f tell you-^The time has 
been that 1 would have exchanged this seeret agdnst lib- 
erty, I am now bartering it for what is dearer than liber^ 
or life.— -Aonot Lyle is the youngest, the sole surviving 
child of the Knight of Ardeiwobr, who alone was saved, 
when all in his halls besides was given to blood and ashes." 

*' Can this man speak truth V* said Annot Lyle, scarce 
knowkig wliat she said ; '^ or is this some strange de- 
lusion 9" 

** Maiden,*' replied Ranald, *' hadst thou dwelt longer 
with us, thou wouldst have better learnt to know how to dis- 
tinguish the accents of truth. To that Saxon lord, and 
to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will yield such proofs of 
what I have spoken, that incredulity shall stand convinced. 
Meantime, withdraw — I loved thine infancy, I hate not 
thy youth — no eye hates the rose in its blossom, though it 
groweth upon a thorn, and for thee only do I something 
regret what is soon to follow. But he that would avenge 
him of his foe must not reck though the guihiess be en- 
gaged in the ruin." 

" He advises well, Annot," said Lord Menteith ; " in 
God*s name retire ! if— »if there be aught in this, your 
meeting with Sir Duncan roust be more prepared for both 
your sakes." 

" I will not part from ray father, if I have found one !" 
said.Annot— " I will not part from him under circum- 
stances so terrible." 

" And a father you shall ever find in me," murmured 
Sir Duncan. 

** Then," said Menteith, *' I will have MacEagh re- 
moved into an adjacent apartment, and will collect the 
evidence of his tale myself. Sir Dugald Dalgetty will 
give me his attendance and assistance." 

•' With pleasure, ray lord," answered Sir Dugald. — " I 
will be your confessor, or assessor — either or both. No 
one can be so fit, for I had beard the whole storv a month 
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ago at Inirerary. castle-^but onslaugl^s like that of Ardea 
vobr confuse each other in my memory, which is beside* 
occupied with matters of more importance." 

Upon hearing this frank declaration, which was mado 
as they left the apartment with the wounded roan, Lord 
Menteith darted upon Dalgetty a look of extreme anger 
and disdain, to which the self-conceit of the worthy coin* 
mander rendered him totally insensible. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

1 am as free as nature first made man, 
Ere the base laws of servitude began, 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

Conqueatqf Orenaaa, 

The Earl of Menteith, as he had undertaken, so he 
proceeded to investigate more closely the story told by 
Ranald of the Mist, which was corroborated by the ex- 
amination of his two followers, who had assisted in the 
capacity of guides. These declarations he carefully com- 
pared with such circumstances concerning the destruction 
of hi^ castle and family as Sir Duncan. Campbell was able 
to supply ; and it may be supposed he had forgotten noth- 
ipg relating to an event of such terriBc importance. It 
was of the last consequence to prove that this was no in- 
vention of the outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im 
poster as the child and heiress of Ardenvohr. 

Perhaps Menteith, so much interested in believing the 
taie, was not altogether the fittest person to be entrusted 
with the investigation of its truth ; but the examinations 
of the Children of the Mist were simple, accurate, and in 
all respects consistent with each other. A personal mark 
was referred to, which was known to have been borne by 
U)e infant child of Sir Duncan, and which appeared upon 
24 voi«. II. 
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the hk tlxnilder oT Aimol Lyid. ft vnm «I«6 well f cfrti^^ 
beredytkil vben tbe mtterable relics of the ottier childrert 
had been collected, those of tbe infant bad no where been 
foimd. OAer oircuiuatMcea of evidence, whieh it is un- 
necessary to quote, brought the fuHest conviction not only 
10 Menteith, but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, 
that in Anciot Lyie, a humble dependant^ dfstinguisbed 
only by beauty and talent, tliey wene in future to respect 
the heiress of Ardenvobr. 

While Menteith hastened to communicate the result of 
these inquiries to the persons -most interested, the outlaw 
demanded to speak with his grandchild, whom he usually 
called his son. 

" He would be found,'* be caid, ^ )n the outer apart- 
ment, in which he himself had been originally deposited.** 

Accordingly, the young savage, after a Close search, 
was found lurking in a corner, coiled up among some 
rotten straw, and brought to his grandsire. 

" Kenneth,*' said the old outlaw, ** hear the last words 
of the sire of tby father. A S^xon soldier, tod' AUaa of 
the Red-haDd, left this camp within these few boars, tx» 
travel to the country of Caberfke. Pursue tfaem as th^ 
blood-hound pursues tbe hurt deer^*^swiia the Iake«-Hilimb> 
tbe mountain — thread the forest-starry not until you join 
them ;" aod then the counteoaace of the lad dartcen^d «s 
his grandfather spoke, and be laid his haii^ upoo a kiiifls 
which stuck in tbe thong of leather that confined irii icanty 
plaid. " No !" said the old man ; ^* it is not by thy band 
he must fall* They will ask tbe news from tlie damp-*-^ 
say to them that Annot Lyle of the Harp b discoverad to 
be the daughter of Duncan of Ardenvobr $ that the Thtme 
of Mentekh i$ to wed ber before the priest ; and tbat you 
are seat U> Ud guests to the bridal* Tarry dot their aoh 
swer, but vanish like tbe lightning when the black clood 
swallows it.-*— And now depart^ beloved son of mjr beit 
beloved I I shaU never more see thy faoe^ nor bear the 
ligbt sound of tby footstep^-yet tarry an iQitam,!and httt 
my bst obajr|(9« Rtai^mber the fate iof 6ui^ face; and quilr 
nut tlie ancient manners of the Children of the Misl We 



me now a 8tra^liii|^ btndfiil) drivitti from every rale by 
Ae sword of every chm, who rule in the poaeesaiocis wbera 
tbeir forefathers hewed the wood, and drew the wat^for 
ours. Bin in the thiekec of the wilderaess, aod in the 
mist of the mountain, Kenneth, son of Eracht, keep thou 
itnsoiledtbe freedom which I leave thee as a birtb*night« 
Baiter it not, neither for the rich garment, nor for the 
stone-roof, nor for the covered board, nor far the coiich 
of down — on the rock or in the valley, in aboodance or 
in famine — in the leafy summer, and in the days of the 
iron winter — Son of the Mist ! be free as thy forefathers. 
Own no lord — receive no law^^take no birc'^-give no 
stipend — build no hut-^inclose no pasture— -^ow no grain ; 
— let the deer of the mountain be thy flocks and herds— 
if these fail thee, prey upon the goods of our oppreasorf 
-^of the Saxons, and of such Gael as are Saxons in their 
souls, valuing herds and flocks more than honour and freo^ 
dom. Well for us that they do so-*it aflbrds the broader 
scope for our revenge. Remember those who have done 
kindness to our race, and pay their services with thy blood, 
should the hour require it. If a Mac I an shall come to 
thee with the bead of the King's son in his hand, shelter 
him, though the avenging army of the father were behind 
him , for in Glencoe and Ardnaraurchan, we have dwelt 
in peace in the years that have gone by. The sons of 
Diarmid — the race of Darnlinvarach — the riders of Men- 
teith — my curse on thy head. Child of the Mist, if thou 
spare one of those names, when the time shall offer for 
cutting them off ! — and it will come anon, for their own 
swords shall devour each other, and those who are scat- 
tered shall fly to the Mist, and perish foy its Children* 
Once more, begone — shake the dust from thy feet against 
the habitations of men, whether banded together for peace 
or for war. Farewell, beloved ! and may'st thou die like 
thy forefathers, ere infirmity, disease, or age, shall break 
thy spiril^begone ! — begone ! live free— requite kind- 
ness — avenge the injuries of thy race P' 

The young savage stooped, and kissed the brow of hia 
d^ng parent ; but accustomed from infancy to auj^eaa 
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aireiy exterior aigii of emotion, b^ parted without tear 
or adieo, and was soon far beyond the limits of Montrose's 
camp. 

Sir Dugald Dalgettj, who was present during the latter 
part of this scenei was very little edified by the conduct 
of MicEagh upon the occasion. ** I cannot . think, my 
friend Ranald," said he, <' that you are in the best possi* 
ble road for a dying man* Storms, onslaughts, massacres, 
the burning of suburbs, are indeed a soldier's daily work, 
and are justified by the necessity of the case, seeing that 
they are done in the course of duty ; for burning of sub- 
urbs, in particular, it may be said that they are traitors 
and cut-throats to all fortified towns. Hence it is plain, 
that a soldier is a profession peculiarly favoured by heav- 
en, seeing that we may hope for salvation, although we 
daily commit actions of so great violence. But then, 
Ranald, in all services of Europe, it is the custom of the 
dying soldier not to vaunt him of such doings, or to re- 
commend them to his fellows ; but, on the contrary, to 
express contrition for the same, and to repeat, or have re- 
peated to him, some comrortable prayer ; which, if you 
please, I will intercede with his Excellency's ebaplaia to 
prefer on your account. It is otherwise no point of my 
duty to put you in mind of those things ; only it may be 
for the ease of your conscience to depart more like a 
Christian, and less like a Turk, than you seem to be in a 
fair way of doing." 

The only answer of the dying man^(ror as such Ran- 
ald MacEagh might now be considered) — was a request 
to be raised to such a position that he might obtain a view 
from the window of the castle. The deep frost-mist, 
which had long settled upon the top of the mountains, was 
now rolling down each rugged glen and gully, where the 
craggy ridges showed their black and irregular outline, 
like desert islands rising above the ocean of vapour. 

* Spirit of the Mist !" said Ranald MacEagh, " called 
oy our race our father, and our preserver — receive into 

hy tabernacle of clouds, when this pang is over, him 
whom in life thou hast so oft^n sheltered." So sayingi 
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he sunk back into the arms of those who upheld him 
spoke no further word, but turned his face to the wall for 
a short space. 

" I oelieve," said Dalgetty, " my friend Ranald will 
be found in his heart to be little better than a heathen.'* 
And he renewed his proposal to procure him the assist- 
ance of Dr. Wisheart, Montrose's military chaplain ; " a 
man." said Sir Dugald, " very clever in his exercise, and 
who will do execution on your sins in less time than I 
could smoke a pipe of tobacco." 

" Saxon," said the dying man, " speak to me no more 
of thy priest — I die contented. Hadst thou ever an ene- 
my against whom weapons were of no avail — whom the 
ball missed, and against whom the arrow shivered, and 
whose bare skin was as impenetrable to sword and dirk 
as thy steel garment? — Heardst thou ever of such a 
foe V 

" Very frequently, when I served in Germany," replied 
Sir Dugald. " There was such a fellow at Ingolstadt ; 
be was proof both against lead and steel. The soldiers 
killed him with the buts of their muskets." 

" This impassable foe," said Ranald, without regard- 
ing the Major's interruption, " who has the blood dearest 
to me upon his hands — to this man I have now bequeathed 
agony of mind, jealousy, despair, and sudden death, — or 
a life more miserable than death itself. Such shall be 
the lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he learns that 
Annot weds Menteith ; and I ask no more than the cer- 
tainty that it is so, to sweeten my own bloody end by 
bis hand." 

" If that be the case," said the Major, " there's no 
more to be said ; but I shall take care as few people see 
yv">u as possible, for I cannot think your mode of depart- 
ure can be at all creditable or exemplary to a Christian 
anny." So saying, he left the apartment, and the Son ol 
the Mist soon after breathed his last. 

Menteith, in the meanwhile, leaving the new-found re- 
lations to their mutual feelings of tningled emotion, was 
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eagerly diffsu^u indf jl^ifCRse tl,epp6«pBc^.9f % 
oiscDV^ry. ''. I ^boulq 9pw 9fie" ss^4 t^e JM^/yi)^ '5 evi^p 
had I DOt before oWrved it, that your inter^^t ig t^js dii^ 
covery, my i^Uf ^^qleub, ha? i?o ^mafl reference ^q your 
owD bappipe$3; YpliJ lovp this i^e)kyrCof]p4 l3dy,Tr?ycwjr 
afiectioq i^ retur,q^.c|. Ip point of bir^b pQ i^sfic^eptiqna can 
be made : jr; ^very ot^r re^pect^ ber a^vaptaps ^r^ 
equal to fno^ whif b yoq yourself pQ3sess-7»tbinjSy l^owr 
^vpr, a mpnjegt. Sir Dpopaq i? a fj^n^Uqrr-.Presbyteriap 
at least — io arms against the King ^ bp i$ onjy ^ii^ t|3 iq 
the quality of a prisoner, and \ff^ are? I fear, \jt{xi^ at the 
conoimeiipeflqept of a long civil w^. U \hfs a tim^, ib^q^ 
you, Menteitb, for. ycHi to naake pfopqsfjs fof I^is beire^^^^ 
Or what c|iapc^ is there that be yill npw listSea tp i^ V' 

Passion, ap ipg^ipus, a? well as ap eloquent advopa^ 
supplied t^e yppnc^poblemap f^ith a t|iQusand aQSwe(|i iq 
these objections, lie reminded Montrose diat the Kpigl^f 
of Ardenvobr w.as neither a bjgot 'n^ poHticsi por ri^Iigion. 
He urg^d bis own l^npwn find prpyed zeal fov the foyal 
cause, apd hinted t^iat its influ^pcp naigbt be. exteq^iedi 
'?') strengthened by tu^ weeding fh^ heiress pf Ar^en?. 
ohr. He plei^ded the. dangerous state of Sj^, Dpqcan's 
wound, the ristc which must be rim by ^fiej^i^tibe yqung 
lady to be carried into the poi^ntry pf the C^^pl^^P^Ji 
wbere^ in case pf bcr father's death, or continued indi^or 
sitiop, shp qoust necessarily be plaped undftr the guardi^?. 
ship of Argyie, an event fetal io h^ (AJenteith'«) hopeh, 
upl^^s be copld stoop to purchase bis favpur by abap^^iv^ 
ing ihe ICing'^ PS^^y. 

Montrose allowed the force of these argunaents^ and 
owned, although the piatt^r was attei[ided with difficulty, 
yet it seemed cpnsistept with tlie King's service, that it, 
should be cpQcluded as speedily as possible. 

<< I caMl4 wish^" said he, '< that it were all settled in one 
way or anckber, and that this fair Briseis were removep 
from our camp before th^ return of our Highland Acbilleji| 
Allan. M^Au}^y.T-I f<^af somp, fatal feud in that quarter, 
BJemcjitbrTrrj^iid I b^pve ii; would be be^tthat Sir Duppan be 
dismissed on his parole, and that you accompany bioi and 



bisf daugfbtei^ is Ins ^icott. The journey can' tb made 
cfciefly by water, so will not greatly incommode his tVound 
•^-^artd your own, my friend, will be an bonotirable excuse 
for the absence of some time from my camp.*' 

** Never !" said Mentehh. *' Were I to (brfeit the very 
hope that has so lately dawned updhf me, nev^r will I leave 
your Excellency's camp While the royat standard is dis- 
played. I should deserve thsft this trifling ^crdtch should 
gangrene and consu^if^ ihy sword-arm, were I capable ot 
holding it as an 6xcd's6 fot absence at this Crisis of the 
King's affairs." 

" Oh thfe, tlien, you a(re detferrfeihfed ?" ^M ittihtrose: 

« As fixed as B6n-Nevis," said the young b'bM6ih'aii. 

" Yoru niust th'enj" .4aid M6ntros6, " \6$e fid tirnfe' in 
seeking ai^ eXplslnation with th^ Knight of ArdenVohr, If 
tWs prove ftvburable, I will' talk myself wKh the elrfer 
^Aiilay, and we v^ill dteVise means to employ hfe bVbthif 
at a distance from the army, until he shall b^ r^cbhcll'^d' 
to his present disappointment;. Would to' Qbtf ^iH^ ^ii- 
i6a w'ould descend upon his imagination, faff ^n6ti^' to 
oMitei'ate all traces of Annot Lyle !' That perhi^'s v6u 
think impossible, M6riteitli ?— Well, each to hi^ fiferVicfe ; 
you to tWat of Gupid, arid 1 16 that of M^rs." 

They parted, and in pursuance of the sch^rii^' iVAn*^- 
ed j Meuleith, early on the eriyuifijg itiorhin^, ^u^t a pri- 
vate interview with^ the' woiinded Knight of AWfenV6lir, 
arid ^nfrmuhicated tb h(n^ his' sdii for {(ie band of ^Ts 
d w'gliter.' <)f their mutuat ^tecHmettt Sii^ DfutfcbA iiras 
awai^e, bdt hfe Waiy fioi ft'epmi fof ^6 eariy a* dfeelaAKlon 
on f»^ pA¥t of Mbi^t^h. m sm; H first, ^ha't h^' Hili 
dr^ffdy, jieffiap^' indul^fey i66 BWiK Hi feeliri^i if iter- ; 
son^l hapi^lfi^l^, fk a im^mbdM cm likAs\xsimd 
so ^k^ a loss and Hdhi{I{^tft>»; dtiA tBaf It^ wa^ liHWiliiti^, 
thfei'efei^e, fartHte^ tb^ toh^d^Fffl^ m^iieme^i df fcfeoWn^ 
hbuie dt a< p^ribd ^ calamft'ou^; OH iM dbf^ ijVgeUf 
AnYof if^'ndbl^ H>ver, hb itequested" i' (^w hb^ to'd'em-* 
rate and consuft #ith' hls' dku^te^, u^tih H ^MVi' ^ 
highly important. 



^4 VAtMU OP MY IiAHDLOftO, 

The resuKuf this interview and deliberation was favour* 
able to Menieitb. Sir Duncan Canopbell became fully 
sensible that iue happiness of his new-found daughter de- 
pended upon a union with her lover ; and unless such 
were now foimed, he saw that Argyie would throw a 
thousand obstacles in the way of a match in every respect 
acceptable to tiimself. Menteith's private character was 
so excellent, and such was. the rank and consideration 
due to his fortune and family, that they outbalanced, in Sir 
Duncan's opinion, the difference in their political opinions. 
Nor could he have resolved, perhaps, had his own opinion 
of the match been less favourable, to decline an opportunity 
of indulging the new<-found child of his hopes. There 
was, besides, a feeling of pride which dictated his deter- 
mination. To produce the heiress of Ardenvohr to the 
world, as one who had been educated a poor dependant 
and musician in the family of Darnlinvarach, had some- 
thing in it that was humiliating. To introduce her as the 
betrothed bride, or wedded wife, of the Earl of Menteitb, 
upon, an attachment formed during her obscurity, was a 
warrant to the world, that she had at all times been wor- 
thy of the rank to which she was elevated. 

It was under the influence of these considerations, that 
Sir Duncan Campbell announced to the lovers his con- 
sent, that they should be married in the Chapel of the 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplam, and as privately as possi- 
ble. But when Montrose should break up from Inver- 
lochy, for which orders were expected in the course of 
a very few days, it was agreed that the yoimg Countess 
should depart with her father to his castle, and remain 
there until the circumstances of the nation permitted 
Menteith to retire with honour from his present military 
employment. His resolution beitog once taken, Sir Dun- 
can Campbell would not permit the maidenly Scruples of 
his daughter to delay its execution ; and it was therefore 
resolved, that the bridal should take place the next 
evening, being the second after the battle. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

My naid— 'Diy blne^yed maid be bore away, 

Due to the toils of many a bloody day. 

lUad. 

It was necessary, for many reasons, that Angus M'Au- 
lay, so long the kind protector of Annot Lyle, should be 
made acquainted with the change in the fortunes of his 
late protegee ; and Montrose, as he had undertaken, com- 
municated to him these remarkable events. With the 
careless, and cheerful indifierence of his character, he ex-^ 
pressed much more joy than wonder at Annot's good for- 
tune ; had no doubt whatever she would merit it, and, 
as she had always been bred in loyal principles, would 
convey the whole estate of her grim fanatical father to 
some honest fellow who loved the king. ^* I should have 
no objection that my brother Allan should try his chance," 
added he, '^ notwithstanding that Sir Duncan Campbell 
was the only man who ever charged Darnlinvarach with 
inhospitality. Annot Lyle could always charm Allan out 
of the suilens, and who knows whether matrimony might 
not make him more a man of this world V^ 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the progress of his cas- 
tle-building, by informing him that the lady was already 
wooed and won, and with her father's approbation, was 
almost immediately to be wedded to his kinsman, the 
Earl of Menteith ; and that, in testimony of the high re- 
spect due to M'Aulay, so long the lady's protector, he was 
now to request his presence at the ceremony. M^Aulay 
looked very grave at this intimation, and drew up his 
person with the air of one who thought that he had been 
neglected. 

'* He conceived," he said, '* that his uniform kind 
treatment of the young lady, while so many years under 



bis roof, required something more upon such an occasion 
than a bare compliment of ceremony. He might," be 
thought, ** without arrogance, have expected to have been 
consulted. He wished his kinsman of Menteith well, no 
man could wish him better ; but be must say, he thought 
be had been hasty in this matter. Allan's sentiments 
towards the young fody had been pretty weR utrderstood, 
and he for one» could not see why the superior preten- 
sions which he had upon her gratitude should have been 
set aside, witfaout at least undergoing some j^evioits dis- 



cussion." 



Montrose, seeing too wdl where all tins poioted, en^ 
treated M'Aulay to be reasonable, and to eoAmder whaC 
probabitily there was that the Knigfal of Ardenvohr couldt 
be brought to confer tbe> band' oC hia sole heiresa upoD> 
AUauy whose undeniable escellent ^alitics irere tiaiogledi 
with Qthevs, by which ifaey wereovercIoMdedin a manner 
that made all tremMe who a|»proached him.. 

^^ My lord>" aaid Angus Mf Aulay, " my brother Allan) 
has^ ass God mirde us alU faulte as wteM as^merits^p but he 
(s the best aiid bravesi mao^ of yout army^ be' tbe other 
who he iiiay^ and therefore ill deserved that bis bappioesa 
ihould have been so little consulted by your Exceileiscy 
— ^by his own near kinsman*-^ nd by a young person who 
jwes all to him and to his family. 

Montrose in vain endeavonred to place the subject in a. 
Jifferent view ; this was the point ini wfaieb Angus was 
Jetermined to regard it;,and he was ai man of that? calibre* 
of understanding, wibo is incapable of being oonvfaseed 
when he has ooce adapted a* prejudices. Montnose^ novtr 
assuinedl a higher tone^ and called upon Angus tb thke- 
care how he nourished any sentiroenits wbidbr might be 
prejudicial to his Majesty's service. Hie* pointed out tO' 
him, that he was peculiarly desirous that Alhm's eiflbrta 
should not be interrupted in the course of bis present mis- 
sion 5 ** a mission," he said, " highly honourable for him- 
self,, and likely to prove most* advantageous to the King's 
causev He expected his brothen would hold no eomaau* 
nication with him upon other subjects, nor stir up anv 



C9JII39 df ijisseosion, which might divert fab loiad fi^m. 9 
WXWfiV of such importance.'^ 

Aogua an&weredy somewhat sulkily, that ^* he was no 
Qiakebate, or stirrer up o£ cjuarrels ;: he would raiher be 
a peace-maker. Uis brother knew as well as most m'^n 
bow to resent his own quarrels-^as for Allan's mode of 
receiving infocmationi it was generally believed he had 
other sources thaii those of oi:dtnary couriers. He 
should not be. surprised if they saw him sooner than they 
expected*'* 

A promise that be would not interfere, was the farthest 
to which Montrose could brip^ this man, thoroughly good^ 
kjempered as he was on all occasions, save witegoihis pride 
interest, or prejudices were interfered with. And at. this 
point the JVlar<)uis was fain to leave the isiatter for tho 
present* 

A more willing guest at the bcidal ceremony, certainly 
a more willing attendant at the marriage feast,, was to be 
expected in Sir Dugald Dalgetty, whom Montrose resolv-* 
ed to invite, as having been a confidant to the circum- 
stances which preceded it. But even Sir Dugald hesi- 
tated, looked, on the elbows of his doublet, and the knees 
of bis leather breeches, and mumbled out a sort of re- 
luctant acquiescence in the invitation, providing he should 
find it possible, after consulting with the noble bridegroom* 
Montrose was somewhat surprised, but scorning to te3tify 
displeasure, he left Sir Dugald to pursue his own course.. 

This, carried bim instantly to the chamber of the bride- 
groom, who, amidst the scanty wardrobe which his camp- 
equipage afforded,, was seeking for such articles as might 
appear to the best advantage upon the approaching occa- 
sion. Sir Dugald entered, and paid his compliments, 
with a very grave face upon his approaching happiness^ 
which, he said, " he was very sorry he was prevented 
from witnessing." 

" In [^ain truth," said he,. " I should but disgrace' the 
ceremony, seeing that I lack a bridal garment. Rents, 
and open seams, and tatters at elbows in the apparel of 
the assistants, might presage a* similar solution of continr 
uity in your matrimonial happiness — and to say truth, my 
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brd, you yourseir roust partly have the blame of this dis- 
appoiiitmeot, in respect you sent me upon a fool's errand 
to get a buff-coat out of the booty taken by the Came- 
rons, whereas you might as well have sent me to fetch a 
pound of fresh butter out of a black dog's throat. I had 
no answer, my lord, but brandished dirks and broad- 
swords, and a sort of growling and jabbering in what they 
call their language. For my part, I believe these High- 
landers to be no better than absolute pagans, and have 
been much scandalized by the manner in which my ac- 
quaintance, Ranald MacEagh, was jpleased to beat his 
final march, a little while since." 

In Menteith's state of mind, disposed to be pleased 
with every thing, and every body, the grave complaint ol 
Sir Dugald furnished additional amusement. He re- 
quested his acceptance of a very handsome buff-dress 
which was lying on the floor. " I had intended it," he 
said, '^ for my own bridal-garment, as being the least 
formidable of my warlike equipments, and I have here 
no peaceful dress." , 

Sir Dugald made the necessary apologies — would not 
by any means deprive — and so forth, until it happily oc- 
curred to him that it was much more according to military 
rule that the Earl should be married in his back and 
breast-pieces ; which dress he had seen the bridegroom 
wear at the union of Prince Leo of Wittlesbach with the 
youngest daughter of old George Frederick of Saxony, 
under the auspices of the gallant Gustavus Adolphus,the 
Lion of the North, and so forth. The good-natured 
young Earl hughed, and acquiesced ; and thus having 
secured at least one merry face at his bridal, he put on 
a light and ornamented cuirass, concealed partly by a vel 
vet coat, and partly by a broad blue silk scarf, which he 
wore over his shoulder, agreeably to his rank and the 
fashion of the times. 

Every thing was now arranged, and it had been set- 
tled, that, according to the custom of the country, the 
bride and bridegroom should not again meet until they 
were before the ahar. The hour liad already struck 



A LEGEND OT MONTROSE • 2^6 

that summoaed the bridegroom thhber, and he only wait* 
ed in a small anteroom adjacent to the chapel, for the 
Marquis, who condescended to act as bride's-man upon 
the occasion. Business relating to the army having sud- 
denly required the Marquis's instant attention, Menteith 
waited his return, it may be supposed, in some impa- 
tience ; and when he heard the door of the apartment 
open, he said, laugliing, '^ You are late upon parade." 

" You will find I am too early," said Allan M'Aulay, 
who burst into the apartment. " Draw, Menteith, and 
defend yourself like a man, or die like a dog !" 

" You are mad, Allan !" answered Menteith, astonish* 
ed alike at his sudden appearance and at the unutterable 
fury of his demeanour. His cheeks were livid^his eyes 
started from their sockets — his lips were covered with 
foam, and his gestures were those of a demoniac. 

*• You lie, traitor !" was his frantic reply — " you lie in 
that, as you lie in all you have said to me. Your life is 
a He!" 

'^ Did I not speak my thoughts, when I called you 
mad," said Menteith, indignantly, ^^ your own life were 
a brief one. In what do you charge me with deceiving 
you 1" 

"You told me," answered M*Aulay, " that you would 
not marry Annot Lyle ! — False traitor ! — she now waits 
you at the ahar." 

** It is you who speak false," retorted Menteith. " I 
told you the obscurity of her birth was the only bar to 
our union — that is now removed ; and whom do you 
think yourself, that 1 should yield up my pretensions in 
your favour ?" 

" Draw then," said M'Aulay ; " we understand each' 
other." 

" Not now," said Menteith, *• and not here. Allan, 
you know me well — wait till to-morrow, and you shall 
have fighting enough." 

" This hour — this instant — or never," answered 
M'Aulay. " Your triumph shall not go farther than the 
25 VOL. II. 
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i^V0Ps|liij»r**^y Qujr joint cotodi^^ ap4 labouts-^dr^W 

««j:Q«sa}es^ tlH^ histgrnsp fiorQedthe bipod tp s(arj( iwloi: 
tbe nail^^. M?nteuh ifmew hiAi o|f waUx viofenqe, ex,T 

^^ Tbeo, l?9 4^ vispon aqcponpiisb^d I" aoid AJlan ; ^d, 
draiwysg bi^, #fk, ^cuck witb bi^ wbol^ g^antia force at 
ibe EftrL's bosooa. Tbe teinper of the corsljet threw the 
point of the weapon upi^^rda, b^t a, deep wound took 
flffic^ b^tweeo tb^ nedk 9ad sboujideir ; ^d the forxse of 
tbp bk>^> proffHated tb^ bridegroom on the floor* Mouf 
Vso^ f fftejie4 ^^ o(i^ ^de. of thp anj^ieJ^cx)!^^. Tbe bridal 
WW9P^9.9liM'n^d 9t tb/9 0(Qis6vW.ecQ ip e^u^l ^ppreheosioi^ 
and surpi;if^ ; but em. iipj^rg^ CQ^d aimQ^ 9ee vfJm 
^d baf^neiU 4L]la^. J^V-^^Uv bad ni^^dpajst; hiOH and 
djssp^nj^/^dfthe cattle. stair$ likejightpiog., ^^ GMafd^ sbm^ 
the gate !" exclaimed Montrose — " Seize him — ktU bi*i|{ 
i/i be j^^epjst^ ^Hq sh^ die, if hei were aiy brother !" 

]^ut ^dUi;^ prp^traied^ with ai second biow of bis dag<p 
S^, ai ^ei^iinel Msho was upon djuty — traversed tbe caiap. 
like a mountain-deer, though pursued by all who ct^ngbt 
1^. «|^rai<7T<tbfew bifP9elf ipto the river, andv, ^wim/ning 
tp,tb^ Qpposjjt^ side^ wa^ soon lost among the woods.. In. 
tbe course of the same evening, his brother At^us. 9nd 
l|is.follow)^rS' l#ft Monti^oseV camp, and« taking the road 
b(?ni^yra^ ne^r^r again rejoioed him. 

Q( A^Mp. bi"^^!'' ^ 1^ ^^^9 ^^U '^ 9 wonderfully short 
i)pag€f,aAer: tbj? desed. wasi coniroitted, he b^rst into a room, 
in the Castle of Inverary, where Argyle was sitting, in 
Qppoic}l,,and fl^^g on.the.t^ble his bloody dirk. 

" Is it the blood of James Graham 9^' said Argyje, a 
gb^fiUy expi;e9aipn. of hope mixing with the terror which 
lb€;$ud4?n apparition naturally excited- 

" It is the blood of his minion," answered M'AiiJay-^ 
^ If ,is the bkiod which 1 was. predestined, to shed, though 
I, would ra^er have spilt my own/' 
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Having tbQ9 fipbk^ h« tumtfd md teft tbe casUle, and 
fronr thidit nunneiil DotMilg certain is kn6t^]!» bf bis fate. 
As the boy Kertderb, with three of the Children of the 
Mist, pmre seed do<in affeerwurd^ to eross Lochfine, it is 
sopposed they dogged his course, and that he ]!>erish(^d 
by therr kavid in sonoe obscure wifderness. Another 
opiotoD maiataihs^ that AHan M'Auky wetit frbrbad, and 
died a monk oif the C^Frihusian ordier. But itothing be- 
yond baite preftimptioo could ever be brouglit in srupport 
of either opinion. 

His i^engeimctt was MOch tess cornplet^ tbctn he proba- 
bly fi^neied ;i for Memeitb, thoufgh s6 seterefy wouAdecT 
as to tetdabt In^ in « daiigerbus state, t>^ds, b^ having 
Adopted', hiajaif Dd^Wf*^ foUunate reeomtiiendation of a 
•nirass a8> a bricMwgtfrmeni, bapp% set*ured fronil the 
IvoMr 6€m^fpeace» of the blow< BdC bis services v^ere 
fest to* ]Mhaiaras«p, atid it WM fhbu)ght best thftt he should 
be conveyetti with' his imended ebiinteiis, n6^ truly a 
akMupnirig biWe, itid dboald acttbtupieiny hU iV6uhded' 
fcth^-in-'lkw td tbe' casde of Sir Ii>Hhl:;sfn dtl Ardetivohr. 
IMget^ followed tliieni to thd' wtft^r^s edge, r^dliiiklitig' 
Menteiih tff tfa^ wscessStyof ei<«dt)flg ^' ^bbtl^e 6h ^i^ttai^ 
Mb to cover hHii lady V AVWJf-ahS^diHed inReriVMice. 

They performed their voyti^iti ^afcfy^ diid MehteitH 
was in a few weeks Hb weM^in beallh, d^lb be atiit^d'to 
Asnmt in theeas^^ df 6er' father. 

The Higbfamders were somewhat puzzled tb rerfbncile 
Mewteitii's reeoveff v^ith the visions of the ^ecorid ^ght, 
and the Hiore experienced Seers were displeased with 
Mnv fdt CRir having' died. But others tbodght the' Credit 
of the ^isiow sliefBbteAtly ftilfilledy by the wouhd^ inflicted 
by tbs^ band, avd wiib the #eapbb, (bretbhf ;' and all ^ere 
o^ opmion; xtm the tncKfeeflt of t4^e rfng, tvith tbe death's 
he^di, related' to the death of the bride^s father, who did 
not survive her marriage many months^ The ihcredu- 
k>us held, that dll this was idle dreaming, and that Allan's 
Supposed- vision was but a consequence of the private 
suggestioils of his own passion, which, having long seen 
in Menteitb a rival more beloved than himself, struggled 
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with his better nature, and iqaprefls^ upoo him, as it 
were involuntarily, the idea of killsog bis eompetilor. 

Menteith did not recover sufficiently to join Montrose 
during his brief and glorious career ; and when that he- 
roic general disbanded his army and retired from Scot- 
land, Menteith resolved to adopt the life of privacy, which 
he led till the Restoration. After that happy event, he 
occupied- a situation in the land befitting his rank, lived 
long, happy alike in public regard and in domestic afiec- 
tion, and died at a good old age. 

Our dramatis persona have been so limited, tha^ ex- 
cepting Montrose, whose exploits and fate are the theme 
of history, we have only to mention Sir Dugald Dalgetty. 
This gentleman continued, with the most rigorous punc- 
tuality, to discharge his duty, and to receive his pay, un- 
til he was made prisoner, among others, upon the fidd of 
Philliphaugh. He was condemned to share the fate of 
his fellow-officers on that occasion, who were doomed to 
death rather by denunciations from the pulpit, than the 
sentence either of civil or military tribunal ; their blood 
being considered as a sort of sin-oflfering to take away 
the guilt of the land, and the fate imposed upon the Ca- 
naanites, under a special dispensation, being impiously 
and cruelly applied to them. 

Several Lowland officers,* in the service ot 
the Covenanters, interceded for Dalgetty on this occa- 
sion, representing him as a person whose skill would be 
useful in their army, and who would be readily hsdoeed 
to change his service. But on this point they found Sir 
Dugald unexpectedly obstinate. He had engaged^^ith 
the King for a certain term, and, till that was expired, 
his principles would not permit any shadow of changing* 
The Covenanters, again, understood no such nice dis- 
tinction, and he was in the utmost danger of falling a mar 
tyr, not to this or that political principle, but merely to his 
own strict ideas of a military enlistment. Fortunately, hi^ 
friends discovered, by computation, that there remained 
but a fortnight to elapse of the engageraept he had form- 
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edf and to wiiich, though certain it was never to be re- 
newed, no power on earth could make him false. Witli 
soDie difficulty they procured a reprieve for this short 
space, after which they found him perfectly willing to 
come under any engagements they chose to dictate. He 
entered the service of the Estates accordingly, and 
wrought himself forward to be Major in Gilbert Ker's 
corps, commonly called the Kirk's Own Regiment of 
Horse. Of his farther history we know nothing, until we 
find him in possession of his paternal estate of Drum- 
thwacket, which he acquired, not by the sword, but by a 
pacific intermarriage with Hannah Stracbau, a matron 
somewhat stricken in years, the widow of the Aberdeen 
shire Covenanter. 

Sir Dugald is supposed to have survived the Revolu- 
tioiy, as traditions of no very distant date represent him 
as cruising about in that country, very old, very deaf, and 
very full of interminable stories about the immortal Gus- 
tavus Adolphus, the Lion of the North, and the bulwark 
of the Protestant Faith. 



Reader ! The Tales of my Landlord are now 

finally closed, and it was my purpose to have addressed 
thee in the vein of Jedediah Cleishbotham ; but, like 
Horam the son of Ashmar, and all other imaginary story- 
tellers, Jedediah has melted into thin air. 

Mr. Cleishbotham bore the same resemblance to Ariel, 
as he at whose voice he rose doth to the sage Prospero ; 
and yet so fond are we of the fictions of our own fancy, 
that I part with him, and all his imaginary localities, with 
idle reluctance. I am aware this is a feeling in which 
tiie reader will little sympathize ; but he cannot be more 
sensible than I am, that sufficient varieties have now been 
exhibited of the Scottish character, to exhaust one indi- 
vidual's powers of observation, and that to persist would 
26* VOL. II. 
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be useless and tedioi/d. 1 b^ve tbe varthy td sitfj^se, 
that the popularity of these Novels ba^ sho^n my cocrn^ 
trymen, aiid their peculiarities, in lights which wei^e dew 
to the Southern read^i" ; and that many, hhhertb' indiflfer- 
ent upon the subject, have been ittdaccid t6 reicf S^oltSi^h 
hbtory, from the alfusions to it in these Wotk^ of fiction. 
I retire from the field, conscious that th^rd rehiains be- 
biod not only a large harvest, but kboor'er^ capalbte of gaith-' 
ering it in. M6r6 than one writer btari of lat6 displayed 
talents of this de^ription ;' atid if &€ pte^ni dtitbof, 
himself a phantom, may bcf pek'afiiited to di^idgnis/h' i^ 
brother, 5r perhaps a sister shddbw, b^ tlrdnlid^ mettftdti;! 
in particular, th6 aUtBoi" of ibe teif liv^Ty t^^kf, etidtkif 
" Marriage." 
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NOTES TO 



THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR 



1 Va^ 34. Reginald ScpH |eUs of an old woman wko performed so 
many cures by means of a c)iarm, thai she was suspected of witchcraft. 
Her mode of practice beiiir inquired into, it was fouud, that the only fee 
which she would accept of, was a loaf of bread and a silver penny ( and 
that the potent charm with which she wrought 90 o>any euros, was the dog- 
gerel couplet in the te:(t. 

S. Page 41 . A walk in the vicinity of Holyrood-house, so called, because 
often frequented hv the Duke of Yorx, afterwajpds James II., during his res- 
idence in &»cQtlaQA> U was for a long time Uie uwal place of readeavous £ot 
settling affairs of tionour* 

3. Page 43. StiekU, imperfect. 
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1. Page 66. llie ' beautiful pass of Leuy, near CaUeader, in Monteith, 
would, in some respectfti answer the description. 

2. Page 96. Such a bet as tb^ mentioned in the text is said to have beta 
taken by MacOonald of Keppqch, who extricated himself in the manner 
there narrated. 

3. Page 107. Dourlach^^mrer ; literally, satchel— of arrows. 

4. Page 113. The patronymic of MacDoaeU of Glengarry. 
6. Page 1 I4r Wouiff i. e. cra^d. 

6. Page 124. Grumach — ill-favoured. 

7. Page 133. The Covenan^r% enci|mpe4 on Dunse Law* during tba 
trcubles of 1639. 

8. Page 144. f q the re^gn of Jfatnes V)., an attempt of rather an ex* 
traerdiuary kind was nu|df to civtUze tbq ^trf ^e jDorthf ^ p^ of the I|^ 
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tiridetii Arrhipelaro. That monarch granted the property of the lslan<1 of 
Lewis, as if ii had been an uokuown and savage couuiry, to a number of 
Lowland genlieinen, called oudcrtakers, chiefly natives ol the shire ol Fife, 
that they might colonise and settle there. The enterprise was at first sae- 
cessful/but the natives of the island, MacLeods and MacKeuzies, rose ua 
the Lowland adventurers^ and put most of them .to the sword. 

9. Page 166. The military men of the times acreed upon dependencies 
ol honour, as thev called them, with all the metaphysical argumeiitatiou of 
civilians, or icboof divines. 

The English ufficer, to whom Sir James Turner was prisoner after the rout 
at Uttoxeter, demanded his parole of honour not to go beyond the walls of 
Hull without liberty. ** He brought me the message himself, — 1 told bim I 
was ready to do so, provided he removed his guards from me, for Jde* el 
^rfiida nmt relaii^ ; and, if he took my word for mv fidelity^ be was obliged 
to trust it, otherwise, it was needless for him to seek it, ana m vain for me to 

five it ; and therefore 1 beseeched him eii|ier to give trust to mv word, which 
would not break, or his own guards, who, 1 supposed would not deceive 
him. In this manner 1 dealt with him, because I anew him to be a scholar.'* 
— Turmr^s Mewteits, p. IN). The English officer allowed the strength of the 
reasoning ; but that concise reasoner, Oomwell, soon put an end to the di- 
lemma : ** Sir James l*um«* must give his parole, or be laid in irons.'' 

10. Page 187. Soeh a story is told of the heiress of the elan of Calder^ 
wiw was made prisoner in the manner described, and afterwards wedded to 
Sir IKiucan Campbell, from which union the Campbells of Cawdor have 
their descent. 

11. Page 188. Harp. 

IS. Page 189. In old English, kameka thet, i. e.. mutually serving each 
other. 

13. Page 195. The precarious state of the feudal nobles introduced a 
creat deal of espionage into their castles. Sir Robert Carey mentions his 
baviiig put on the cloak of one of his own wardens to obtain a couiession 
frpra the mouth of Goordic Bourne, his prisoner, whom he eansed presently 
to be hanged in return for the frankness of bis communication. The fine old 
Border castle of Naworth contains a private stair from the apartment of the 
Lord William Howard, by which he could visit the doiigeou. as is allej^ed in 
the preceding chapter to have been practised by the Marquis of Argyle. 

14. Page 225. In fact, for the admirers of archery it may be stated^ not 
only that nraiiy of the Highlanders in Montrose's army used those antique 
missiles, but even in England the bow and quiver, once the glory of the bold 
yeomen of that land, were occasionally used during the great civil wars. 

15. P^g^ 235. A species of apparition, similar to what the Germans call 
a Double-Ganger, was believett in bv the Celtic tribes, and is still considered 
as an emblem of misfortune or death. Mr. Kirke, (See Note to Rob Koy, 
Vol. II. p. 75,) the minister of Aberfoil, who wiU no doubt be able to tell us 
more of the matter should he ever come back from Fairy-land, gives us the 
following :— 

''Some men of that exalted sight, either by art or nature, have told me they 
have seen at these meetings a double man, or the shape of some man in two 
places, that is, a superterranean and a subterranean inhabitant periectly ro- 
se inUriiir one another in all points, whom he, notwithstanding, could easily 
drsiinguisb one from another by some secret tokens and operations, and so 
%u speak to the man his neighbour and tiuniliar, passii\g by the apparilibn or 
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resemblance of him. They avouch that every element and different stale of 
betn^ have animals resembling^ those of another element, as there be fishes at 
sea resdmbiin^ Monks of late order in ail their hoods and dresses, so as the 
Roman invention of good an4i>ad daemons and gtiardian angels partiruharl^y 
assigned, is called by them Me ignorant mistave, springing only from tbi's 
origiaall. They call this reflex man a Co-Walker, every way like the man, 
as a twin-brother and companion haunting him as his shadow, as is that seen 
and known among men resembling the orieinall, both bei'ore and alter tue 
originall is dead, and was also often seen of old to enter a hous, by wbtch 
the people knew that the person of that likenes was to visit them withm a tew 
days, 'i'his copy, echo, or living picture, goes at last to his own herd. It 
accompanied that person so long and frequently for ends best known to its 
delve, whether to guard him from the secret assaults of some of its own folks, 
or only as an sporifuU ape to couutertieit all his actions." — KiKKk's Secrtt 
Commontoealtk. p. 3. 

The two followiiig apparitions, resembling the vision of Allan M 'Aulay in 
the text, occur in 'rbeophilus' Insulanus, (B^v. Mr. Fi*aser's Treatise on lina 
Second Sight. Relations x. and xvii.) 

" Barbara Macpherson, relict of the deceased Mr. Alexander MacLeod, late 
minister of St. Kuda, informed me the natives of that island had a particular 
kind of second sight, which is always a forerunner of their approaching end. 
Some months before they sicken, they are haunted with an apparition, resem- 
bling themselves in all respects as to their person, features^, or clothing. 'J'his 
imag^, seemingly animated, walks with them in the field in broad daylight ; 
and if they are employed in- delving, harrowing, seed-sowing, or any other 
occupation, they arc at the same time mimicked by this gliostn^ visitant. My 
informer added farther, that having visited a sick person of the inhabitants, 
she had the curiosity to inquire of him, if at any time he had seen any resem- 
blance of himself as above described ; he answered in the affirmative, and 
told her, that to make farther trial, as he was going out of his house of a 
morning, he put on straw-rope garters instead of those he formerly used, and 
having gone to the fields, his other self appeared in such garters. The con- 
clusion was, the sick man died of that ailment, and she no longer questioned 
the truth of those remarkable presages.*' 

" Margaret MacLeod, an honest woman advanced in years, informed me, 
that when she was a young woman in the family of Grishornish. a dairy- 
maid, who daily used to herd the calves in a park close to the uouse. ooserv- 
ed, at diflfcrent times, a woman resembling herself in shape and attire, walk- 
ing solitarily at no great distance from her, and beinff surprised at tne appa- 
rition, to make further trial, she put the back part of her upper garment fore- 
most, and anon the phantom was dressed in 'the same manner, which made 
her uneasy, believing it portended some fatal consequence to herself. In a 
short time thereafter she was seized with a fever, which brought her to her 
end, and before her sickness and on her deathbed, declared the second sight 
to several." 

16. Page 24L This last character is historical. 

17. Page 242. Mhich-Connel Dhu, the descendant of Black Donald. 

18. Page 257. In German, as in Latin, the original meaning of the word 
Ritter, corresponding to Eqnes, is merely a horseman. 



END OF VOLUME II. 
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